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CHEFEDEION _
Lty Mulsansi

t is 2 great pleasure to welcome v 4gain

this cighth edition af pomadic news. This

cditinn tocuses on Indigenous Women. This year
hus been 8 greas year for Indigenous Women. As
women, we have advanced in arehiving maoy
acdvities and have managed s have visibility . W
in Aftice havc been suceesstul i vur respective
counres despite 1ne financial consernts, e ihir
apssion ot the Permancot fornm on Indipenous
lssuvs held this May had a theme; “Tadigenous
Women™. During the session, 1ndigenous Women
From all over the world came with their hearis open
und ready to speak A shaze with the world the
diskerent problems and successes that thev have had.
Tt was very cnoching w attend the snund tables and
the differcnt side ovents o] fuensing on Indigeaous
Womer,

Belore the Permanenr Forum session hegan, there
Wwere Prepararory mectings In different regions,
Indigenous Women decided 1o hold their own
confercnces to hang issues o0 the table together We
thank the donors who supported (he dittcrent
aatherings for it is, with theic help that the
Indigenous Women came togethcr to shars (heif
problems and atiend the Permapens torun with one
voice, In this edidun yor will hawe the oppurmunity
1o read the different Jeclacarions which were 3
summary of the outeomes af the regional
conferenees held berwecn march and April this vear
Asia held her secund conference in Manila
Prilippines in Marcl, Lofin Amerca in lima Pere
eatly Mpdl followed closely by Affica in Naizobi
Kenya. Webnng you prodiles of our key Indigenous
Women who have worked hard 10 give Indigenons
Penples aud pepecially Women 2 yoIce.

It wus wonderful for us Afrca o hold our
second conference afer the firsc one in 1908, We
sincerchy thank SR EDBIO of Sweden to7 SpONSONE

the conference and mmade sure it succeeded. Qe

Lhetne was “ Indigenous Women Biodivetsity and
eraditional knowledge”. The (heme was imporract
43 many TmEs people dn not recognize the role
Indigenous Women play in the conservahion ol
Biodiversity, they du not even acknowlcdype thal
women are the key players in the proteciion of oar
readidional kaowledge and calture. This same thome
e the focus for this edidon of our Nomudic News
Magazine. These magurine kakes you around the
world with maay stories oa sromen’s work and
participstion o ilferent efforis to profect Gut
Favironmenr
When 1 left my paid job hoth as
braadeast Jouraalist, my friels throught that [was
crazy to leave a paid inb and gortu wrork as a voluntoer
withour & salury fog poor conununities. Atune poiut
1 thought fhat i was 2 big mistake, but as a positive
thinker and one who believes in success despite aay
opposition, 1 canvinced myseld that all would be foc
and that T will one day ake a difference. Today i
am proad of the work we have nndertaken swith all
our communities and parners who have supported
s} fee! proud ecery 0me when ) louk at the $aCeess
of the groups §¢ srarted awith, the Women gronps
who now speak, fundraise ancl sprak for their riglats.
They have pecume pact of us and wie all learn wnd
hare from esch vihen Our aciwurking at all Jevels
in different conunents wifh Jdifferent pareners has

A mAngeY and @

L0,

Tndigenous Peoples here in A frica live in very hash
climaric condidons where frequent drocghis are
commun. The bunter gathers whio live 1n forest areas
have in the past few years seen (heidr lang) aned habitst
chappe duc w epcroachment by other local
copmunities, These prohlems have brought
challenges o us all on how 1o Lght poverty and]
manginalization. Despite the Fact that we hiad the
Uaited Nations decade of Indipeuous Peuples for
the past 10 years,] 094 20104 we sl have dlong Wiy
16 go. The Jdecade has had ity SUCCEESES and the
Permapent Form 15 one of the schievement that
we are proud of. Before the close of the decade tany
parners worked closely with Indigenous Peoples,
creating theie visibilify and assisting them in different
qcrivities, Tn Kenya we ave proud s ladigenous
We have the Hurst Programune which is
o human fights strengrhening project for Tndigenous
by United Nations Deyvelopment
and Office of the High (omeissioner
Findl of [aac saw tne Frulls of the

Peoples.

Peoples
PrOgEAD M
o Tluman dghts,
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Ilurist project UNIPACK- United Nations’
Indigenous Peoples Advisory Committicc =
Kenya — Namvadiy Newd will brig you more SuurRativ
i oty WG O,

This edinon bongs you minch more than a siory.
Whar you will sec in war photu enllechon takes you
through 4 joumey wehich is hoth happy and sad
cspecially rhe discovery of faces From Dafuc that
are shocking e all of us. \e know what is guing on
thore and the most yulnerable yvictitns are the women
and children. We thank pur patinets "l'rocaice for
providing s with the photos, Oue photos alsn el
of many uthee actvities that bave heen undertaken
in the vear, aclivitics diat have made us closer with
our communities. fn March 2003 women from allover
the world will be gathered o Lake stock of what has
happened and what am the archivemncts since the
world women conference in 1995 in Beging China,
The preparations have heen going on far the
conference Beiing + 10. The most impomant thing
for all of us as women 15 10 take 2 check list in our

v

.
&

Y e

Our Laite Nawppsa Fisndans;

A ircan Coopernmstt 18 DrESCHIATIY
4 7y

o countdes and see whar the governments have

done fter the eommitments and cspecially on the
implementation o1 CTDAD: Tn this edifion we have
a questionazire developed by Winmen Toviconment
and Development Oraanizadon. We shall all he vary
bappy o sct you lonk ai the quesnonnaire and help
uy take stock,

Penrale gonital munlation bas been & key subjoct
{or this eegion of Adric lately and the issue has taken
cenler siage cspeoially forasing on the health uf
women and especially that of a girl child who has
po mght to say no N communicy govcmtd hy
readitions. Read shout the mutcomes of ditforent
furums and rake step 0 SIOPPING FGM. 'The peak
of it is 2 declsrarion of the FOM Cunference held
this Septomber in Nairobi Kenya. The Conference
hrought one of the largest gacherings in the history
Uf TG N "

Lucy Mudenkei

26 Dermanie Focun o ndipenons Leass

why parsed o My she good Lord rost Ber satd in stertial pace.
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Nairobi declaration of
the 2nd African Indigenous
Women’s Conference

Pcoples, we, the pardoipants of the 27 Adrican

Trddigrenais Waemnen's Cemiberence, affim ovr vieal cole
in advancing, the seeugples of vur Todigenaass and busicr
watherer Peoples af Alrica tor social, polincal. self-
deternunzgon and peace. We respuct wel valuc our
dliversity, iraditional knowledge and one solidanty worlang
to cenew one historc identicis.

Aihe lum nl the 21" centary, our conanent of Africs
has been subject to e worst oanflivis i any wiiten history,
fram poverty, to a pandemuc of [IIVSAIDS, o the
devagtating effeces of clinme change, and, due 1o the
destruction of our aacural resources, the desert is
encroschuiog in sdtnas cxch ooundy in the condnent. The
powerful forces of globabization snd develupment
agpression have continual 1o violawe the aherent ophits
and lundamental freedoms of indipenons peoplis and
are threaening pus very survival 28 distingt peoples ia our
sncicey. Az wonten, wich our children and our
communitios, we have sultered muldple burdens,
marginalzaton, cultuesl, rediions, deviluprnent end gencde
diserirmiraricn,

Qac bundred and tweny five Tndigenous Women
from 15 African Countrics have met here in Nairobi
Konvs frooy I3 to 17 of Apeil 2004 v talee stiele of
aur situsrion s Trligee s women, and eomumnet oneselves
to the fullest exercise of vur righes sowands sclf
determination, non-discriminaton and equalbity for
ourselves, oue children, onr communitics snd all the goaples
of the warll.

At this second conference of African Indigenous
Weenim, we hear (éstimony o the following problems
and 1ssues:

Exploitation of our Biodiversity and teaditional
Lknowledge, denial of vur basic human rights, poor
health facilitics and the spread of TITV/AIDS armongr
our Indigenaus Peopies, lack of information aad of
participation, Globalization that has open dovr to
privatization atd commercialization of land, watcr
and the asweal resources tn Indigenous Peoples
Jands, snd Confliet and Poverty amaong Indigenous
Womcn, Hunter gsthers wod Indigrenves Peoples of
Afrieu.

In the dosiez year of the UN Decade tor lodigeaous

Blodlversity and iradiiional Knowledge
» Qur znowledge of biodiversity and narural nusournce
management has been systemancally exploired.

4 Noswao N

appraprizeeal and craded. Ownership oghts for
indigenous medics] knowledge and resources
barvestal from indlipenous foreses must be recopnized
and communites must wyen the uppasiunity 1o be
partners i price conuol {fwhat does this mean?) on
the medicine pensmted frors the cnyinonment.
Indigunaus woman have great knowledge of
brodivessity, and ofren resoutces and knpwledge are
teken from their lands wichour their free prior
wformed consent, Tn ondar o coneel this, ndigenous
wornety should be tully iavolved at che planning amd
wnplementanon Jevels in newsrchactivivies,

Piracy of indigenous ans, crafts and medicines is
campant and i facTated by putons axl ouhcrwestem
iniellieciual propesny oghes mles that ave nut compatibl
vtk the culturd and political norms ol mdipenous
peoples i Aftca The Afocan Indigenuns Wimwm’s
Chrganization shauld try 1o obiain linancial assistance
1 help dhe community bazed oggamzations snderssnd
the issues of Tntdlleasal progreety tights and fzee paor
intormed consent to enable thes: protuce and comses v
the mruditional knowledge, mediciae and resources 1
a sustanable manoer,

For msny veats miseoneepions on die part of other
communities and other religgons hayve hal a negative
tmpsct an tracitional mqlicim pracutioners, who are
seen to be practicing witcherufr. On b coniraty,
tradirionsl secicing is a vial part of oue culmees and
snould be envissged postively, ard midizenows Women
shoull he cheouraged aot o give up their practees,
There is need for Indigenous Womerds parlicipation
in ull forums, al the local, natoral regional and
internadoaal levels. 'Uhis will bedp nooasur: that [salicics
at vach of these levels, parocnladdy those thar nsk
jeopacdizing Indipenuus Teantus” way of lic and
matumal resaurces, recognize ladpenoss Peoples,

''he Confersnce of rhe AMrican lmligmaus Women’s
COlmznizasion plavs a central vole in helping locsl women
groups and community hasud omganizations 1o idendry
pxeful planis, markes them and control llegal poaching
of plants thar are used, That AIWO suppors the
sunsivzaden and enconzagement of local Indipenaoss
Peoples ro idemrify and presoarve berbal plants in cheir
1eHilorics.

Pupulanon incresss, Mral lngeing, private concesons,
monocaltuge planstions and agrbusiness viTiumes dne
denriving Tndigenous Peaples of lands and Ivelhoods

Issue ¥ 2004008




anil are seriously
ceoding puz aphts.
These factors have
been at the
ol many eonthcts
I My ceunisics
where Tncligenons
T’cnplts Jive. Az a
resul, Indigencias
Peoples  have
bern musplaced
and rendered
horeless ta make
way inr  the
bagvest of thar
nxtutl fespurecs,
As a resule of
climate change,
droughis  have
increased 1o
Frequency and
inteqsiry, scverely
affcctiag many
indiperous communiaes. An increase in 1he fellirsgr oo
iress for fuel wood is eatrenching poverty and
furchering, the encraachrmall of the deseet. "Lhe loss
ol lagds, watces and fozests is llecpeaung the boverty
of inligenous womer while incressing thear dismesac
loads and sobsistence responsibilices. ndigenass
Tmen have 1o work larder and longes to feed and
aurture our familics. ‘Lherc is 2 pewd 19 eocouTige
alicrnatve sousces of cnepy in ordes o prowect the
disappearing forest

Kuowiedae heid by oor elders shonid b catefully
proteeied and GiTorts t emeouge ther to shan: iba
bknordede with thie lovesd ones are mporant S
the perperustion of this kaowledge.. Methads for
docursening Indigeaoas Penpics” leaowdedge misst bc
improved, and must be decidled upon by the
indipunnus knowicdge halilers themselves, Sueress
siones relaiad to IK documennstion should be soughs
Enom other Tndigenous Peaples Ongmnizatony for the
sake of ensutop protecgon ol comeumity Dased
collecave intullecmal projiceey.

Lack il awareness conoeming Lawdleciual properiy
rights snd the guidelines @ the (.oaveniion on
Bichgrical Diversiy, especizlly the article §f and relaicd
provisions; has meank that knuwledge and resonrces
are av preat risk of pillage by peaple outsid the
comrmunitg and rhis could leal 1o dae disyppcarsnae
of tais knowledge and these pesonrees. Thers s anced
to estallish a process of espacity bullding coaceming
the CBD in oder that the owners of te Lrnudedee
andd 1he resonrees have w hezer undenstandiog of the
methuds lor protecion of vut kaowiedy:.

Hem. Cleebiis it Manrster of Sthale - Offia the Vioo Prosicenti (Michiled seated with ATWO memebers ik a
group astocraph dnriny e 2nd Crmference, Apmil 2054,

Nacons] Parks and Protected Mreas have displaced

indipEnous communties, expropristing ous hmls and
shesrin out access 1 e aatural [ESOurces crincal for
our Tveliboueds and sorvival. The fuswlamental role of
Indigenous Women in the prolcction of (he Bor snd
Founa of fause areas shintd be peeopiized. Tndigencus
\Comen conld improve their livelihods tacough the
oromoton ol 1acome geaeming acuvitics ia and
agemal protectial areas. This fundumental role of
Indigennus Women should b recopnized Ly their
inclusion 1o policy formalaton, implementi 104,
momering and evaluation,
In Alsica, curreat farms ol tounym make Indigenous
Peoples and women objects nf cunosity, display arul
commerdslivadon. Prosiitadon hus increased, alongside
the inducement 1 commurcialise indigenons culural
hesitages, Toudsm is breeding cash depersleuce and
chus eroding our Teadinuus and cufture.

Human Rights

Huuman rights ace the natursl fundamental rights that
fuléill the busic aeeds of our lves. The denial of the
aghes of ladipenvus Peoples w physical, rental, s,
emotioeal, «d sprass! surerval, sffeets our hialib and
wellhiing as Indigenous Women, our ¢hillrea and pus
CRmImUniEes,

Indigenous women 1o Africa face many barviets 10
ey aeness of eduragon, heslihcae and sausgon,
arul other basic services; they sre excluded fron
dedisiom-makingy in prograrmnes which sre meant
meet these needs aml enatlernents. Wamen are
marginalized by catures of patdarchy and violence,
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wrsich panfine women w thelomestic sphere.
(ombicr i Alrica god (he estahlishinent of milicasy
detsehments in par communities has curtailed qar
movement, cconumic zcovitics, the entry of thod
supplics, lseslth scrvaces, andd pther basic aocial servios
such ax the edugstian of our childeen, as well as the
fundamental well Seiriz of our commuaites.

Corved displacesnent of Tndigenous Penples oot our
ancesteal lols 18 5 mujor cavse ol mpoverishiear
and thecatens pur FEO7 $uryivis a8 In&'gmnus peuplcs.
Indipenons womer sl chuldren are the mus scriously
hsirrried b tha: heaial of our the rights to our haids
and ro Tiwe peacefully.

Tack of funds Lo Indigenous Women Lo participate
efferrively in all human sghis jorams will contaoe fo
deny & vuice tor them o clar thai nphis and a
prowiss skonld he put in place 0 bue COMEMINIS
craicime, nformacun sharing and awareaess nasily, for
Trutiseaous Weanen conoerting humsn fighes

Lirery bunan bring has o rght 10 2 rdigion and
winahip, Tinfitiusately i snme couniics in Aftica,
the hurtan gghe ol lndismous Peoplex have been
wlsused and denied besuse daey o not belorg in 2
vertabn relgon wid colture: plue Lodirereyas waren
and children have bragghe mor: walnemble scccen
of wocieny

Lack of maintenssee aad (eeess 10 m imoms!
prapeeey has rendeced the mndigemazs woman the
poorest. ol the pung, due 1o deaial af rights
ety il freedom i chinose i realamonry. These
6 meed 0 ssnwitize the commumny and ndigenus
peoples o relacus an rhe need fo v the iruligenons
wumen and girs the opht minbect and ows property.
The conveniinn on Biologzeal Diversioe &y erucial to
sur raditony) knowledis ana our cultutal surviys! as
Lnciigrer s Peoples and ramen, dieke i nasl Lo £2ant
AT HCS FATSIZ AWSIerTsS with repmn! 1o ameh: B and
celatxd provigions al tae CRIX

W must preserve soil enhance (he peatrerion of
indiprmass kovwledge of meuicinal pluriawchin 1
indipepious lioads and cticoumy GOAIED N NS 20
swrt-small projets o plantatid open syl commaiey
dssennis 10 store the disaphestiag teaditicnal and
ulfuval knowledge and ati

Lahsnuee che rul aad perrilpadon of indlpeoun
wimen with togazd v the nagagerment of coayraiems,
e poslccted arcas and Furesis

¢ arecnrments and orhor key e fhovld asaist in
stremgrilicninge the capsuity of ladigenous Pruprics,
cspecially ndigenous wamen sl voush i CONEREVIDE
e rateal rescupces sl invaive them fully in policy
farmukdion, implementation and moniioring s
evaluatgon.

‘Vhere should he 2 system of decumestog snd
publisking dipenows planss amd trees and there is @

need @ prorect that snawledge from cntenny the
public domain withour our free poor informed
COTISSAL

Lilders should he cncovrmal 1o share and wansTet
ihe knowlalge they halk I, by cdemonstzanng the need
w0 msinzain and [ronect it fisr lucace gencradons.
Indigenaus Peoples, Women arul vouth should he
trainied and e informuion on inrellecrual profroe
dghts, priar informed consen and their vights in
shating berclits feom fesources and koealedge
accruing from their lands and 1crEtones.

Wirshang aral shagme wning, Ladiennus peoples [zom
other regions is very impunant iz onder io eahanve
ekiils in wnviroamesial conservation aml in the
protucuon of 1he dghts el property coliectvely 23
Indigenius Peoples.

CONFLICT

Gronveraments should recognize the crucial role played
by Tndigenous wornen 12 conflict tesolution and prsid
buildine processes, sncl inclode theny in sl related
procises at 2l fovcls,

fndigenaus Women shoulid be eacpuraged and
suppareed in theie cole in establishing and creating &
culrure al peace fom the fumily to Tigner Jevels
especially in schools and eolieges,

Teaining Indyensus Women an confled resolution
shoald be enhanced 10 cnsuze a laoad base lomm
for peace and developmen.

[adigencis \Womers should by assisted and supported
I reating nifiatives St peace, fnoonder 1o prowect
e inrereats 1 condlict prom: aress

Crsearaments and e plavees in Condice pesoludon
snonld recopaize, satcguand, snennsgde ke pse ol
anel pacourige ladigenous conflicc manspemeat
1ngsratics and skitls iz rhe commanatty

Communication snd Networking

Tragsprency sad cxchange o forroation ameini
ndigenous Women yhouil be erhanced #ncl funds
sionld e soughe 1o put ia phed communicanon sl
nelsrodting centres asihe comnrmmitics level,
Comrmuliueanin amooic T"ll)t:cn\'r_", wivmnen lemlora
ot Qi nenl tegions and diffenmi counrmies shouid
i C&'!Z‘J.‘flp:l'

Thees i a need for scone Nawodong amoay the:
regnng m et continuis and Sesfomrmanion Flvi
There @ a nved 10 ciaboruc wodkng siraceges of
communicstion e senain tadidad methods of
conmnnicatun, cotmuniny radio, and nther chansds
pt igfurmation dissanisabon,

T+ i isnpormnd 10 coconTage indigencas led ne nf Lie
med:n, such as msdin, TV and nussictters, for exampli-
by holding demonsenstion sessions fue cae 1ndizenons
and local communilics. o

G_.-\'m'&‘ Naws
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Indigenous Women’s Biodiversity Network
7tn Conference of the Parties to the

UN Convention on Biological Diversity
February 9-20, 2004 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Preamble
e, thi: lndipenous Women, whe have com
mgether in Manckan, Sahat 1o prupase for the
deliberains ol the COPT, s Lz declaranon
o behal ol our reapective ougari-adons, LoEamunitics
ancd Nadoos.

We noLe with alacm that siney ihe befnning it the
Convennen o Bodiversin, o eontinaes twhea decline
i the werld's binlogical diveesiey Wi aise nole the inctcase
in eogporae contril of binlogces! resouTeds, and i
proliferaiion vl policies that Sacilitate hintechnological
duvelopruns of nenusces then Fristn our tesrioges.

Traligenous Worse plava nijor rolem cavirens|
conservation aml preservasion and have done so
thrughout ous historivs. Ve an: ihe holdets of Tmligcnous
knowledae and huve prmeary {epe rraibility 1o protecs and
permpiiuate this knowlalge. Our weavirg arg, DAt SO,
aur dress, kaowlalge of agricaltur hanting and Fshing.
are: caamples of sorme contribisions t the worlcl We arv
e chiledeea of Mother Farts, aml 10 her we e wdehned.
Olar corerminiics roenisnize hoer and we reiarn oue chilldrens
placenias o hor. She wlso halils tle rematns ol our
HNCIRTOCS

Treclizenous Women woagnue 1o affirrn ouc cullates,
Hiswodes, views of ircason sl ancesiae, our visws of o
and 1he wodd, and wiys oF bing, 1hise bfeways are
cesental 1o the conunued porperussing, pramalod, sl
development al dhe world’s hiadiversiiy

Lndigresons Wionen ensure the biealth of pae Praples
il environments, Wi maiatin 4 reciprical relsadionsnip
wita Mener Daseh, as she sastains <var lives. Indugencs
Praples have develisped our awn hralibs sysoers, and
mdi;.',mous women are the fundirnents’ conservers o
e diversity of medicinal plasus, so fFroxqueaty uscd from
the moment of our conecpon,

Indimnous Weenea soed deaily upon wur fighss 1y
self detarmimaion, Our dghes 1 self-detcroucation ae
lacdam il to fat. [readors 16 CALTY (s oL resprnslaLines
i avonzdane: sith oot paltuzal values and eustomaTy lawvs,

We also note the Lnputiance of work still 1o be don
hy Srates 1o honor wzeary phligatinns made wita
indigenous proples. Many treatics cortain spegiiic
philgatuns fof Snaius to gnatanice Tndigeaous vights to
proteet dae flata, Eavran, lands, fincshore, fishenes, scas
and lake

Az ladignawus Yornen, ous [UOGLY % 10 proted aul
sights uver our rraditonul kaowledze aod biclogie

resioutces, which must b preservizl and prouected tor
fomure genemtions. Aoy decisioms cepariling the use and
nrotecaon of our iraditonal knowiadpe and biological
pesontues st respes (he fghts af Tnsligenous pooples.

We bring to your attentlon these key areas of
concern:
Indigenvus Wornen 35 Ruowledge Holders

Indigenons Women sre holders of ervionmnental,
spiritaal and culturd knewiuiee. wizdinm and ¢xpenencis
‘at pliy an eyl ol in the rranster of rhis kavwlodge,
wisclom el experiinee e younger PEACLAtUNS

Ot sreditional [odircaous knowled systens long
nrcitate Wiaalorn sysiems of cdncatin oL profxry oghis
regrmts, and have o right i exist frec leom exiczal
i crbersncs and in Ihelr owi laceprio

Nom-ladienons sdacation systenis ace ougalvely
i pacany digen ws lesowlodpe and Nideways. Tndigenions
peoples have a zigar 1 protect, develun and perpcluate
“hele o cducational systerns thatarc conststentwrth theiy
culamal and spiritug] values sy wn lnoepmd aspest of self
lepcrminaton.

As lndinous Women, we gecognize thav these
languapes are Fwi dissppaing anid thae threaess (the
mamenance i continsance of ous ko waledire. W nzpe
GOTREDINENGS b Suapport nus effurts ko maiialn the use
of vur lang s danongh cuiturdiy-basted and apprapoate
oelucational sysema.

indigenaus Womea opposs the impusition of
dazabsses and registrivs of Indigeaous knowledpe as
mechanisms fequinal for the protecrion of Truligenouy
knowledge,

Indigrenons Wonren and Biodiversity

Indigenous knowledge sysiems angl the diversity of
Life within puy 1eEotores ake colloCove Teseasces ander
it dicser caaccol ang adminisieator.

Tudigeaous Women play 5 oy role in the profeeeon
sl mzini cnance uf e biliversity in diverse Leosysters
includiog funesis, dry snd sub-burnid, inkan | sacers, inatine
and cunsial, momnains pegions, Our liieways, Hur ALGHHC
exprezsions, arc depadaston arwl the houaty of the land,
Any erosion of biodwersiy can irreversibly mpact our
cuural beritage,

udicinal knowledze of Indigeasus women 1S
widlezprea and in Ui vas) expertise, they are our
wadwives, sparieal leaders, hcalers, horbalises, Totantsts s
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phurmacists Theit knowladpe, use wnd contee] uf these
medicina plants mausi be protec) el feom exicimal pesearch
ariel commatuizlizanen eHorts.

W appose rechuologivs wud policics sach as the
Inteliects) Properm: Rights TPR) reganes thal wiolare
Indipenous Peoples” aghts 10 mainmin ous tradtitional
knowledi, practices, seods and vthes food reluod generic:
et 2 ANCCE,

We arc opposel 1o the introduccon of geasteally
engiacered lile-forms, and genetic use restricidon
technelagios (GLTRTS) which posc scaous nugatve LIpHes
1> Indigenuns poaples fuad secunty, bualth, emviranimeat,
and livelinoods:

{ndigenous Wormen and Health

Indigenous Women acknowledgr that the wornls is
cvery nerson’s Brst envitonment sl dhat e stae of the
heslih of thix wiered emvirasinent 3§ intrnsically ead 1o
and dependeat on th Beaidh of the warenways, alz, earth,
planis and anirmals.

TIVTEN st pvee for @ phatgraph af Aaruin Latvind s Saim Mo

The poor health status of Ladigenous wome is
innmarely linked o theie access > tradinonsd medicines,
aractices and the health uf coosystems, Fot exampls 1o
the Arciic region, Truligenons s aneats milk has the bighest
levels of PCBsand mercury in the workl due to the irans-
bowndary tavel of pasistent orziic pollutarus and their
bhioaccumuluion acd mumiticagon in the foud chain.

Trcligenous Women ary wlzo the primary foeul
producers {or cheir commusites and envaronmenca
pulluants threston lood secutily. cultures und life-wiys

We naxignize that Tulipenous knowledge bus gready
conivibuzed o food security and many sadicnes usad n

e warkd. We OpRs A erforts iof externsl ;meCS (LR

commercializi: and benefit (tom the enclosuze f oot
mo’.\"n‘.gt anc THEILTCes,

4N

lgaiv, Fabrueny

Indigeaous Women and Industrialization

Ladustrial projects cludiog, but not bprrires] 1y, muange,
oysirinige, tpdrueleeteic projects, auclesr powee od waste,
woxic dumping, agri husiness expansion, eammercial
fixhirics, toarstr developrecnt and wer devaztate ous lands,
deseroy out econcmics, and thrizaea our sutvival within
DUT ICLETOMES

Power in the governmsent in many counitics 15 Jangele
comeentratesl in the hancls of the ndustey Jobhy so they
have wn opportunits and advantage o make decisions
ahons envinmmental problems, Wi need tnstrumienes o
ensun: the partcipaton uf Tdigenous [reoples in the
decision maklag processes related industaul
devilnpaents al envaconmenial poky.

Indigenous Women snd Protected Arcas
Indigenous communities have been amd contiane 16
b expeled from their lands and o b, vicumuzed by the
Jespoilnent of cheir lands sod
sacredd sites, vn the presexs of th
pspablishinent of projecoed sl
anci nagonal parka We derneondd that
our righis be restonal and thar thiese
ats, which vieiam our humat nghes
and the fights of women, vease
immediacily. We also call for
sdequaic compensation for 2l the
pasc wrongs nflicial by the
estahliskument of protected wncas,

Tndigcaoys Women apd Trade
and Globalization

Indigenous women sirongly
oppose the apprapfiacion sl
commodificating their
kagwludae, cervnonies, SOngs,
dhanees, nruals, desiens, medignes
aad inscllectoal property, Any
sequisition, use of commezcial
applivaton of Tdligenovs women'y intellocmal. cultural
and spiritual propery st be in accordanc with deer
priar informer! consent ynd customary laws.

[oreliicioal properiy LOFUTIES rriust be preveniad Fromy
ASSCTOOg Pateils, copyrigh, OF teadesrirk monopnlics tor
produes, data, or processes derived or onginadng foom
the liodiversity or koowlidge of Tndigeaons peaples.

T sl i zhat navaeal bfe processes and prioe art sod
enawledie are clearly patside the paramezers ol PR
pruteciinn and theretore eliminaie 1PR proncccons avet
any genes, ianlated gencs, of other natiizal priporlics OF
provesses. for any lire forres, ot knowlelze Jdenved from
ledigenous knowledy.

The advancenseat of free wade palicies thriugh

atermsronal and mgimlﬂ toee trucde agreemernt s, sate TS

of

2004,
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and palicics i allowing an increase in the exploisoon of
Tnekzenous pesphs knowlule: and nesounxes.

We oppose the rade policies that impose the Western
legma] Frumewarks upon us and lail w0 reengmiae aur rights
to maintan and implemear our systems of management
bascal upon cuscomary s

Indigenous Wonen and Conflict and Militanzation

Todigenous women haves been severcly aileoal by
colomalizm, armed contlict, displacement and enforced
rexnnvad from dhoie oommuenitics, discriminatety laws, lack
of laws or lack of eaforcement of lavws

Lo repions where contlice is gte, Indipenous women
are the fiest victims of the destruction of bidiversdey,
Dependant on and linked to their lands, buc displaced az
u result of war, they arc unable o provide for the necds
of their farmbies. We therefore call upon the internagonsl
EAMMUNILE 16 suppor our call for immesdiale peaceful
resalugon of conflicrs,

We vecall previous declacsavons; conventions, and
decisions fhat affirre the rights of Tadigenoos people to
dae full 2nd effecave paracipadon in inceraational fors drat
impuct our lves:

Recadiinz the Charter of the United Nationg, che
lmcmational Covenant on Egemomic, Srctal amd Culiutal
Rights and the Internstons] Covenant on Civil and Political
Righes aflirm the lundamencal inporiance ol the gight
of self-determinsson of all peoples, by virtue of which
drev Ercely dececaune dhew political stanss and freely pucsue
thidr cconmic, sostal arl coliural develnpmn;

Recalling desgon VI 10, Amich &) and rdated prowsons
“Sempharizing the need for dialopeie St rhressriativs of indigmigs
ard fosal commsmativs, Darticasardy vy for the conservamion and
Sutlainatils wie of Yolagteal diversity witlin e franeaord of dix
Comyntior,”

Noong .. the wial role of ladigeacus Peoples in
sustwinsble development™ as affirmed by rhe polisicsd
declatation of the World Summit on Sustainable
Develapment, Jabanneshung, 2002 i paeragmaph 23; and

Afferming other incernationsl lastrumencs aand
mechanisms thas cnsurc our paricixaiaon el contribution
wothin the discussions, such as:

The Rio de fancivo Declarzion on the Eaviroamen
and Developmane fin purticular Principle 22), che Agenda
21 (in parocalar Chaptess 11 and 20); the Convendon on
Biologiesl Diversity fn purticular Article 8 (7) and related
provisions); the Convention on Lliminatios of All borms
of Racial Disetimomasion: the Spucmem on Forest
Principles and TPT/TF/UNIT; Convention 169 of the
1LO on Indigenouns and Tribal Peoples, amaong nihers;

Frerisor rcapmrsery, that at the close of the UN Decade
on ladigenous Peoples, some peogress and gains have
hern suhioved, Boaeser, tach sall needs to he dane,

We, therefore, call upon the Coaference of the Parties
1o inchale the following teonmmendations in the finad

lzeue # 200408

decisions of the COPT, as follows:

Wi encourage Lthe developmicat of inscouments chat
prevent the expropriaton el oommessalization of our
knowledge acd biological resonsces.

Affirrn that nurural processes und prior ar amd
kaowledge are cleady outside the parameters of TPR
frrotuetion asl ithercfore climinate 1PR protocuons over
any penss, solated genes, o arher narural propertics or
rocesses, on any lile lorms, or Knowdedpe deerved froms
Indigerons knowledge.

Parues must declase an immediate moratogwn on the
developrnent, coltivaron, wid wse ol gaetieal’y madified
sceds, plangs, fish and othes orpamsms.

Rexguest thye: Turties read fittn paragrash 23 of 115 decision
V3, 1n liwht of the continued lack of dacs un the potencal
negalive impacs on Indigenons Peoples and in line with
the precavtonany approach,

Partics ensure lndigenous women ave free moimplement
their bwn pracrices and institutions o ensure food
SOVCECIPNLY.

Scamtific tesearch, sndd any bioprospecring activiey,
conducred withoue dae full consulmtion and pdor informed
vonsent ol the irmpraciad Indigenoas popalations must be
halted and be handled in @ comprehensive and protecove
MANNCT.

Stazes take immediate acoun to vagendy work fa stop
the increductdon of alicn or invasive species which threaten
the heslth of aer saaditianud terstories and faol sourees

With che knowledge thac conmnunated ccosystems
thresen he vere sarvival af our Peoples, Tadigonous
women strongly requesc thar governments ratfy and
impicmont the Siackhalm Convention on Porsisient
Orzpanic Pollutans,

Slaws ensure decizions pratcct, and promoic the
development of sul genens systems based upon customary
lawe

Stares ensure inrelecroa] propermy rchts regimes are
not mposed upoa ladipenous kaowledge, biodiversity,
$ll’K| l:llsf(ll’ﬂﬂf‘\' 1"“":4!_’\,7"('1\' 5?-\'(-.“5-

Lasure diat any benefit shanag regime procects che
rhis of Trelinonoos pooples 1o prios informal consent
as panciple parces when their koowledge or resources
arc impactad, aml futther prodect their sights 1o dong aneess
and refuse participaton,

Partics mwst insure aadonal legislation relleer and be
consistent with the standards estabished by the CBD,

Decizions must recognize and retlect the intvinsic link
berween Tndizrnous Eoowledies: and hlodiversin,

The Secsetadac, 1o its ontreach and capacicr building
activitics, shoull spueificdly sirgeer tha full ard offeerive
participation of Indigenous women,

All decizions muse reengnizc and praceer the
fundamental premise thar Indigenovs peoples are nghts
holders with proprictacy; ishereat. and indienable rights
te) cqur tradicona] knowhadiee sod hiologeal resources. g
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e Toas ate the Indiscaous Panples of the Great Lukes region of ‘Cencral Afiios
inhabiting Berandi, sastrn Democratic Republie of € ‘omgn (DRC), Rwanda and

| Lignda. ‘Their populaton is cstimated 4t less: than: 100,000 in-the region. Originally
the ‘fwa were forest-dwelling: hualcr-gadherers living, in. the MOURLADOUS areas arnunt
Fakes Tanyranyika, Kivy and Alhert, but overtime the Forests were crieroached by ingutiing
g and herding penpls and taken vt foc sormercial deydpment prujects 108
protected aress: Niweadays, few Tava arc sl able jead 4 forcst-based way o life. Dusing
Gom pational parks and conseTvanon

“areas throgghout the ggon, including the Voleunos Natipnal Park and Nvungwe Fores
in Rewanda, the Mgahioga and Brindi dmipeacitable’ Bogest and dhe Fchuya Forcst 19
Upanda, the Kibita forest in Burindi sod-the Yienoyrs Nutional Pack and Kahuzi-Bicy
Natonal Parle in DRC. ~ o kmewshe had et taer hiazket and e 10 colleot wronsd

S The anstore Al s ane swen che friL Ui peophe She ;t;if'ds thié wand o gmies, and lavtened it 1%

wha lneny Bow to wrige heveaovailed e lands fihe “banlastas, FO :m,la'nulv 7“"“1 foenk. N, '.""‘f;""“? Wolrics

Koz P Nerorial Dickd. Jweneding i our acestors, - % the farests A bayeweness 1Y the foreae fi- We o
<l thewe lands Lelonged 1o 18, bt we def ot hawe a0y hicaiise wehn el amicrable e Thenwe cotld live., @

the 20th century Twa commupities’ wcrc;.txpcliéd'

phts theee now. The prrk was aut arew since the o af biad cnouyh et sl our needs wese sat lied e car
e anccsors: Whin 4 mn letz with his spear frm hoy flothirg " (wa sumin from 'qu.-r.fngula."i\'abare. N
Ko o govinn the fieac ok A 3 g e at'\‘@bﬁlcn‘\-: Rig})rs-(.'onfc:'mcc uhgrnzed by e Congales
“ean 11 the snaa dh! dot gt owr his speaty the woman Tivg, organization PTE ia 2060

"
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Indigenous Women of the Great Lakes
struggle to fight the destruction of
o ctn it g e LFVE Environment.

&t de Deyriugment du

Paumle Pygmie du Kivu

ancerning the profiie of the Todigemous Women, These fow examphs ameangst many pihiess Mustric mang.
we tnuse master the NECHSSATY kaowledpe; the  Raso0 why imlgenous women st paticipace st allleyels
raditiomal and mexlern caltural valucs in ordes 10 We ohuld cive many Oﬂjd C'S’-"t.l}?les. Az fiot QU pACtOLER, S
Lot cesablish out identity snonyss the other people. We want to leara from thig expiceness, leat abaat thclewnrs
must e dae reference of these values when vt SOCICLY 1) .woﬂ:mg. o oht:u.m.. t?m P tccnr!f Tlog'f,\dlmun.t:t
_ ! PR e w improve oL oW ving, enmditions, Trdigenaous women

seems pulled e a mumoer of diverger fivelihoud s g o S RS S Sl
5 : = 0 a pastner of all azgarnianns whose sizns sl
"mdt]\.\‘.&t e l,‘.: il oms. Wh”. fos ll?Ft';;‘l:‘ltx: alsjectives mect vl vital copoetng i alt sewtors of Life, from
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Indigenous Women Biodiversity and
traditional Knowledge; the case of the

By Haws Bouba - Secrelary Genvral Amican Indigencus
Womers Crganzalion.

n ull the anempts by cxperts nn Ladigmous issucs,

cuich s the 1L snd the Uniied Natioms, one: o the

very mdispensabile cotetia in wdemilying Tredigenous
Peoples 18 taeir specisl attachmient to their landy or
territorics. 'Unis simply means chat Indigeneas Peoplos as
a whole. and women in particulas, are highly atmechicd to
e biwlogical diversice of the cavinnment in which they
lie, This eavinonment is the proviles of their Ielihcnl,
Zp: forsd dae cal, the foond For theit antmsds, thetr clenhing,
the medicing they usc [or the treaoment ot all discases for
themselves as vl as for theie ammls.

Tf thes ave taken our of the enviranment, LI more or
like genocide. Be it the Lovest poaple i their forest Or e
cavannah of the pomadic praple, thy Tndigeauus Woman
interscis naturlly with che Hors wml tauny, 1he air, the
amimals and the water, She kaowes cvery plan, every animal
el all che sercams by name and ey can localizs them
any time: she or sumcane el inig need, Fvesy plany, anumsl
and srrcam has a name,

Tt the same war evety aspect ol the biolngica divorsice
plays & rulc in thesr day-to day life.

‘'hey set dheir food and water gt medicin lrom
eaviromment, theit aninale also fied Feom it as weell. The
Tndizcnous Wowman has from fitne imrrseanonal baen the
waardian, [Hotectur and promoces i her epvitonment
and 1ty hiodmersiy

A big majority of Indigenous toups :n Alrica pracsice
somadism of wanshumance, The geasan behind these
dlisplacerments wias 10 aliow lor the regeneration of the
biodiversicy of the casiranmeat Pu il the furcst people
ar the pasturalisy chese scasons movements epable the
flota aod fauna, and 1he wwater 1) cegeneriis.

‘e Pastorslists of Camctoon vr those whi> 1oantd
the Adamans plaiesu bad the teadition 1o fve for lopgr
perioals wp the mounwins during e rairy seasons and
e down the walleys dugn the dry season peaod. These
overnents are related to the biologeal diversivy. Dunng
the ity seasuns, there is abuadant water anl dresh gruss
Forr their animals, ‘Uhis abugdsnt dairy produces fot the
farmilies 1o live on, Dunng the dry season, the frosh geass
dedes up and the siream dry up. The fauulies mave dowrs
the valleys wherc there is fresher pmiss and dhurdantwater,
This prautice, therefote, 1510 cnable the mountsing 10
regenenild a5 it bas Leen over grazed, The flogs arel [2uns
and the water will kave snnuga time: w0 teconstinate, ‘Lhis
is the same fur the forest people, When they have aunted,
gathered fior a perionl in 5 plae, caey abandon the place

Boscuda

firr another arca to cnable peonatmetion . All thde actvitics
are seasunl.

But where the biodiy casity gets dilficulr 35 10 pepenctate
when these pastogalists abandon the land foz lon petiods
huloee seriling back. i

‘he Judicions Lise of thelr Biulivcraty; Tndigenous
Warnen ape preat anchitees s veny ol builduts of
Pastagalists and forust people. Due to rheie nomslic way
ol lifs, thuy often constuct 1cmpord huls All the manena's
are derved From thair emyiranment, the sackes fag the walls,
the mafing eral the floving and vveey equipmcatinelicling,
betls, tables, The selstion of these materials is done kg
into account bixliversity comsarvarion. They cul youny
trees they considor Ergle 10 use s suppormng wallss uses
dry grass o 1oof the huts or old leaves. They usc coe
dung’s of theie animals, wood ash arsl Jide ground o
plascer o Loor their bonsis

Fior her energe supply, she vses ooy firewned Whea
th: Indigenics Worman goes 1 fcach for wood she is aa
wxprert She: masteny her cavimnrnent sowddl dhac, she know
hefors leaviap her house where ghe is gomng 1 teech fi
wowd. Some months e, she most have seen d fallen e
comewher, which surely has 2 name. The whole
enwviromment kus leen murked out and aamed. She
(herefure gots aul tor dud Incality for that o wluck s
surely <o They often e 10 KnIUps. When they huve
exhausted shat part af the bush, ther chanige andd g to
whother area they b surveved cadlier, They go only for
dr_v wead and need 4 ]:»:fgc gpace Lo fetch (or wooil,
‘Vhey do this throagh oul the drv scason to have encnsizh
resceves duting the rany season.

The Trddigenous Peoples havs usizl the biological
clivessity of their cnviconmen fur 81 ctheis hualth oeeds
Some nf tae modicnal plancs, espocially shruls, can he
prrowen fust arouad the homesicad for emergencius for
Tinstly paan o aimuls. Animuls, cspecially the cow, 1Ecupy
a very important place in the ife of Indigenaes Peoples
especially the women. Tris che pm\--ldc: of her claily brisal.

Al around daem, the wees of all vaoeties, hedbs, arass,
water, animals and the air are all wed fot chelr pxisicncs.
Tha Jisves, the barks of trees, the rots, the flowess, the
fruits, the water and the leesh air are used for medicinad
pratposes for bozh mar aad ardrnals till dsue. The efficicacy
ot these plaats 15 usizaordinary and the: lastoess inwhich
s relicyes the ailments lease many « people perplexed J6
notking is done Lo safzuard cais myaluable rmesuce which
is fast disappeanny the Indigenous Punples esnccially
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women wmib childsen presear and fun: will lose one of
the maose impoctant kouwledie dicy ever possesses arul
the very eszence of their uxisience.

But ther what wre the Problems that Bicaliversicy and
the Indipenous Knowledpe are fuuing? What are the
Purspoaives?

Due to demuimsphic explasion and the dobalisaion
erends, vast expairscs of leaioonal forests wonl the savannah
are invsdlerd daily by malnstream arrnanites in search
af farmizds,

The scramble for thiese very rick rerricorivs Dy
mulonsounal pesroleam, lopgang and ranching ecompanses
who huve vy noton of. or lowledis: of die biologacal

ponntiazof the lacds is o cuusc Ior concera, The farmers,
a5 well as the curmpanics, uze 2 lot of vinlonoe on tae
environment; desiroiing, everpthing thuy come across.
which can disturh die astatnment amd folfiletenr of cheir
shjectives. They do not buve ihe calture and love it
bindiversioy, Sommething very aegear must he dane hees:
and now

A vty poserful reselution st e proposed on how
w tzur sate guard our Treliznous kaowledge in wharewor
formwe conld. for fuiure generations in sm imviranment
waich is nmlergning devastaoye changes i the name oF
Elobadisarion. g 7

¢ is nawt by chance thar fernininity s Hinked to nanure, o

the origins and 10 mystery. Women sre those who

nuke life, suckle the spusics, communicate oral
tradigon s wre 1he jcalous prardiany of swercis

When the conquesr af Bl Dorado stareed, the ynsit
bowwon mcaxdered Bom che mumary of lime theough
the Amazon forest, She: was the cosmic serpent, the g
river with et long and enormus ating of wacer, with
hee quiet havens sndd warey and fertile Iagoans.

She ok ber soodes tu anuther grean Lady, the famar.
To dae mistress of lands and wees, of monkeys, @pis
wndd ¢l The Powerful O, the one who gave barth mo
topo, twavihuasca il curare [oative plims with special
stiributes], the mistress of the smcll of cinnamon. Together
thes sent aur 1he message to conersl thi splendid coes
invagined by Pizacro ur Orcllana, the polden thrones
dreamt of by Vaseo 12a Gama, the precious siones soughs
Iy any ocher wealth thiray Spaniand. They disguised rhu
ispinga [procious wood tree] wich muaniles ol moss and
orchids, ther hid thedr childven and wads the sound af dhe
mrangsre [drum|, deey called for dheoway wo be closed oo
SCangers.

Onillana and his men wld ahxout 1all and strong womes,
armed warh bows sl arrows, wat mavsive stone mMacss
arsl thamy cuaks thac threatenixd them from che banles
of the grest river. These women cumreanided 5o they
<y — many wamior men, Oncal them was taken pryoner
by the Spaniurcls, and after beinwr quescond ther leazat
nl the power of rhese fieriul women

They cane leom over 60 villws, whore men were
thele secvants and shaves and they were only allowl o
approach them o fecundate thean. The man also told
them thatin their viegnu inhabiced die many sharp aothod
piranha and it they possessed » womea withoue her
consent, this meunt the mostetfecove and painful casiration.

The halhiciaatons and wisriness of the Conqustadons,
after werks of werror, moscuitoes and fevers, with the
unkaown word of the jungle, was linked to the stories
and thrses al the Indiggaous man who, 16 keep them

The great
Amazons

By Tanla Rour, Revala Inidativa Amazince

savwy from bz wllage and 1he T=ulian women, did
space impginurion in his soopes, wld 1 oan wnkacwa
Taniguage and receiving the creaive input of the transhane

‘Lhus was botn the math of the Amazan Womea, very
similar 1 Gresk mychology bt wach the “savageness™
attobured 1o the lndigeacus praple.

The myth v = rame 1o the enormous river atnl 10
the surmmnling fovese, Bevend the myth and the legead,
ihe Amazons, the wotnen who live 1 dae basin, have heea
warrors, detendess of the nudixus [round honses], aod
chose manly resprisible tor consendng the descondents
of a people condemnval s genocide and systemnatic
dispepard, T lullsbics 2nd in parstmonions siorics oo calm
fisar, thew whispered in the vars nl thew children thi hisinng
of their peopie, their origlos and wiiues. They 1aught cheir
descendents o love the great spicic of the foret, while
maltng the thin clar vessels or crushing yacca
assava. They showal them the difference berwoen the
leafwith serated edges dhat kills wned 1hic anc thac s almoss
exacty bke it thar cures. The lastrucoed thidr sons o) how
w0 il the lire on thetr Jong walks @l their daugh
(o hide che seeds W the tolds of their badics, 10 pl
thern in propitions grovnd when they bad Bnished mnrin
awear from the uswipers and were desn in the loresc

This, amall and ymiling, onle armed with @ muliex
gan, they disurmed the Zgars and missionarics with thes
cross and dressed the onsmic seepeatwith Marys nund
And whin i ovas tme to fight crully o to poison
water, they did so. When i1 was ame oo keave thedr childs
in safer hands ther did so, shedling no (eaes, 10 the by
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The IVth Continental meeting of
Indigenous Women of the Americas

“Feeling. thinking and shaping the fulure,
foliowing the path of Mema Waku'"

ader the (ramewrock of the nwemacons] Dovade
of ledigenaus Poaples of the Warld, prociaimed
by the UN that unds dus 2004, the indigenous
women uf the nriginal peoples ol Abys Yala, Pretamama,
Wilmapy., Xirnbui wnd Kipats, seathured from Aprii 4 10
T, 2004, in the aty of Fima, Peo, the millenacy eLomry
of the. Quaichua, Ashinnka, Apmar, Shipibo, Kombe,
Kakazaibo, Machiguenga, Nematsigueaga, Kukinie,
Yuncsha, Yaoe, Meruna, | uambiss, Kokams, Kokarnilla,
Chayahuita, Bora, Huitow, Haramkbu, Huachipsire,
Arasaire, Jehusaice, Kashinahua, and other iligenous
peoples n voluniacy 1zolacun wha inhabae their tetrivany
feosm Lime immernorial, hesebs, wi declace thar

1.  We reaffirm v weare Indigenuny Women bearers

Lima— Persi, 4- 7 Apnil, 20
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of 2 millensry beritage whe contioue o Gt uni
with our peuphs 1o ackieve our freedom oy sl
determination, We niderstand coat plobalization is
threat 10 pur oviginal peoples, Today vur people b
stood up o fight for their Misiotic dghcs which ha
b seatamatically depaved from thon. This strigg
has hrought vs ¢osee @ eack other 10 ke o
consideration all our onecrns and o eslablish
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common agenila as 1adipenous women through
stranges. inclusive, respectful and 1okcant bonds with
the same  dversity and differenices ol ong own

peoples

projects; asmed contlicts; religous and political
intolenmes; the pluedering of our natural 1esources,
knowledin: and wisdorm; 1hie alienagon of our seeds
to give way o gecmoplasm banks and the

2. W recopnize ihe contrbution of our elder sisicts prolifesation of rtunsgeaic seeds it casse 3 widc
wha suffered fhom the disciminaion of our own vsriety of sickoess and discase as will as peneric
indigznous brothers and sistess whee they vindicamd changes.
the nengnition of u spe lor wdigenous women.  Thescfore
Stmularly, we teviewed cermin custos taathermand - 1. We reject che luck of astienal policies on rhe
suclden onr heans, we discussed 1hem maturely and generaion of emplavient and sucial srxl cconomc
exurcised che righe 1o chaape them. These women as developmient for indigenaas peoples, 1hal have
well us ourselves have suffered Irom the spugzed massive nugrations fram indigeavus lowns
nseoticmulized violence 0 Nacon Stares an our ris places overscas, and have abliged illegs]
contaenr that has brought aboul  the structutal ‘minpgrants o becomu vicims  perseulcd by the
exclusion of vur indigenons peoplics, autharitics of aor Nation Stae.

3. We adopt che resalutians of the “Summic of 2. We repudiate the laws governing prvanzanons aul
Indigenaus Women of the Amencas”, the “Forum the indiscominate cxploitagon uf niural gesonrees,
of lodigenons Women of Asia” and those ETIETLNg, surch as water, sinue ther have o impract o tae
from the preperainmy meetings held by all che sucvval ol indigenous peoples, chey vivkit: human
cenunigies poor o the 1L Session of the United and colective righis and imeyersibily atfece the nanurl
Naruns Permanent Forum on Ladigenaus Issaes, resonsees tint sosiain biodivessity,

Licrally, we: caiablish the sratage alliances with souial 3. We disclaim the sigming of nternational treaces
mavemsnts that fight for thu care of natural eatered inin by governmenis oo mplemont lrade
resnurces, biadiversity and lfe isclf,  the apreements such as the Plin Pucbla Panarq, Plaa
demoaalization movemen. of the Nanon Siales, and Colombia, NAFTA, 'TAA, e Cocalero Plan, the
iaternatianal cepamzati®ls who spmpathize with our Andean and Amazon Pact and che Riological Meso-
ASPILATONS. ' American Corddor, since these affect the iiereses

4. We radfy ovr commitment ta atiwio "wgy an and mphts of indigenous pevples and the national
diversily”, expanding and swengthening the fpaces weonpauc developmcal.
schievesl {or young wiemen and picls, ronewing 4. Wesejeet forchright ihe exccunon of mega projects
Jeadarship, hoarmg, 1o mind thae ihey are the futun thar plumiler aue perntorics, kanwiedge, wisdarn and
al our omgnal peoples. natuzal resoutecs,

5.  We ratify our commitment to resume the valuesand - 5. We reject the mililary occapution al ladigenous
kenowledie of one peoplus, the wachines and (he termitatics i each Nation Suate siace thiy invalves cae
cecovery of usage of our fusnl, songs, religion, perseeurion of ourindigenaus authonges and Tealers.
medicing, arttudes and manner pf eoneciving Life, ax We alse rujcel the aggravared discrimination ol
valucs ihat disanpuish us lrom odwer nationsl Socenes, indlipenons wonum due @ onr threefokd condigon
and wi commic oursilves Lo establishing Lhe sy wamen, wmdigenous and PooL,
appropriuis instituoons tu srengthen our nowhdg: 6. We denounce tae impunily and corryption al the
and values, goveLnments that doss oot scck, promote, or

6. We recognize the progress made by intcrnaconal guarantes g resnnes (o oue nghts vrout lundamental
judicial ¢nddes such as 1.0 169 Convention, the fFrecloms by disrssnling jusace aad nardonal and
United Natians Permanenst Forum on Ladyremous intermatiomal laws, pacts and agrcements,
tzsues and the. Special Rappomenr Reporton Homan 7. We denounee ihe racistand diseriminalory attitodes
Rights as well s the Pandamental Freedoms of al oifiasls of the Nauor States of our Amencas
Tndigenous Peoples, However, we cannor crivisage btsusc they sestemstically and vepeared’y violaic ou
por ferl the will of the Naution Siates ver, sinee these fandamenial rights and frewdoma This gacism must
internationad spaces sall facle adegquace fuadiog in be stamnes) put since it 35 one ol ihe causes of the
wldition 1o the reaterial conditions requitel in order exclusion of theosinds of women wnd i violaoes
1oy (ullill chese cummitnents. our fundamencsl myhrs, such as the dghr o health

7. We arc concerned ubuoul the senouvs problans and education.
regarding the violadon of human righss and 8, We propose w all women of the sosdd thar chey
fuadaments| righis of che individuals, due to cthe adopt our narurd wid mullensey laves onee again and
growing militarization of our territarics; the excrcise them, amil that they should wlso warey out
displacement and internn haaassmeac suffered by aur carn migis 10 cecover vur seeted sites, our symbaols
communitics dus to the fmplementation of mum and vur sacrod animals

Issue # 2104/08 Nowadds Nesr 17




P

9. We nrge the Nation Seates w0 adapr the United
Satons Declanion of the Rights of Indigenaus
Peaples arul the OAS American Declaraton of
Rights uf Indipenaus Peoples siace they are the
minimum Jaws |har gisraztes our portixnence and
vabidice

10. We demand that the Nation Srates include the
patticipation of wmdipenous proples in poliviesd
dhaisinns concerning the exreation of Mo proswen,
so that they may he informed, eonsulred wnd dhat
tiaese consultations be respecied. Wisissue a warning
against Vi larent danget of a deepening ol souial
cumflicr,

1L We propose that (he Tnrerenltoral Bifinges) Fducanoa
{TRL; of our Narion States becotw: o Swate policy
covering pre-school, primary, secondary and
advances] levels of alecstion, weluding huorh
isnligenans and aon-indigenoos peoples, in order to
Teqrn howe W tespeot our differences  mnder. ecanic,
racal anid sawisl class, e, - and the auconoms of
cach stiginal people.

12. We propose and raliceate to the govemments of
ur conataes, thal they adopt social, covironmenzal
and culmural conipensation programs duee m caeharm
canscd 11 rhe snviconmient, g basts OF our suevivie,

13. We rccotnmend oo tae 1T.0x

To urgendy imnplemont surveillance measures wich

respect 10 110 Canvennoa 16Y, creating & space Lor

direct dialonae between 1.0 snd che indigennus
peoples, oo monitor and surville iss fudfillmen;

b A system for che dinat pardcipation of indigenons

P

Baguio declaration of the 2
Asian Indeginous Women’s

Conference

the: purtcpanes of the 2* Asan ladigeninus

Women’s Untlurence affem our vital role ia

alvancing the strugales of indigenous and oitwi

peoples of Az for sociil and ecolopical fustice, self-

dererminacon and prace. We celehrate gor divessity am

our solidatity us vibrant movements working 10 snesr
out histone identivcs as this catical dme.

Ac the turn of the 217 century, rhe nafettereed foraes

ol nea liberal plobalisstion, scadst mitiearism and

development aggression are violating vur inhezent tighs

and lumbemental freedoms snd threatening our very

survival as distinet puoples, As indigenouns peoples and as

pevples according ns thiar legal s@itus 1o pressas
their demanus ding=ly o TLO aad act thioogh vnioss

o geikl xssociatons. g
14. We proposc ihat jointly wath the indigcnnus proples,
i Lo Naians cerry out a sctious snd resposaible
cvaluation of the Lacernational Decade of Ladigeious
Peaple of due World sl it be expanded tor anasher
deade sad that a Warld Summit ol Iniligengns
Pcop.lcs by held.
15. We nege the Nasion States of our America tn
guatrce consulmtion ascchsnivms of ougindigenas
proples, recognicanyr thelr authorities and
represencalives and promoling  grasscoors
coasaliation processes an lapies that have
sumemied uy, such as the OAS Draft Americ !
Duclaration of the Righrs of Tndigenous Peaples and
rhe Uniced Nations Declaration al the Rights of
lndigencus Poples; we alza unge fhem o prompe
other Ststes to rapadly adopt these declarations,
16, We dernrnd the Nation Steres to take e wxonn
indigenous penprlis who live 1 reral aeess and lagpe
cities, peoviding therm wach basic social services; 5
demane thae these services bu implemented v
the perspective and vivion of the culiur: and
knawledge of mdigcions peoples.
17. We recommend the Tiaited Natians Clrpanization
to pay cwre attenton w s poficies and actions we
improve the conditions of health, cducatin :
ey and political participation of irsligene
women arul youth, g

women, wi: suffer multiple hurdiny, underpiancd Ly tuc
culriral, religions and wender disczimination,

Today, as we celebrace Inicrnanonal Women Dy, ¢
theclosing veas of the 17N Diecade for bligenons People
we rake siock of pur sithation as women, aml
inlignmens peoples, and commit oussclves 1 the Falles
exercise of out sighrs towacds selilenermination, aoe
diserimimetion snd equality for 1l peoples of the world

As thus contetene:, we bear testimany to che followss
problems ard jysues:

Globalisacon and rhe Exploitation und Thef: ¢
Indigenaus Peoples’ Lands, Wakers, Furests and Resrs
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. Clobalisasan is accelirting thesdiceadan, |aivatisanion,
comencteializeron and theft of community foest,
tands, wasers and traditons! medicing] plants causing
ympovenshment and generaany il health (or our
|oples.

e ‘The violagon of indinnons peoples' prior vights m
ancestral toratorics. lands, waters and gesourees,
including the roquirsmicnt to vhesiin our frec, procam|
infarmed constnl. to all proprammes and projects
ailectap pur lives wml welfsre is Causing Lamunity
strifi. and conflices. feee wnd pdor informed woasens
shaald indude the full and eficcave participation ol
indigenons wamen in e decsion-malang process.
Vialstions of cugmmanruge righis, particularly womeans
actess 30 anid ontol over natorl 1esourees has been
especisliy undermimed,

«  Tauligenows peoples snc graduslly heiog estrangad from
our larkls, mouriaiss, watcrs and forcts which are
coneces of wisdom and means of suryvival, Quor
knowledge of biodiversity and natucal respurce
management is systernancally exploited, apypeopastul
or croded. Piracy of indigenous ares, cralls and
medicines is rampant and is faeilitated by pateaty and
arher western intellecnsal property rights,

« The cash economy has engled indipenens wormon's
independenc: 35 self neliant foad producers, healers,
artisans and Spintualises, tensioeang s 1o wulneruhle
Towety-pard witkers. urhan poor ancl LOUDSt ALfACoons

o che markst sconomy.

»  Teuligenous Pooples, prerticularty women, sne oot gven
ourjust sage of the beoufits anisiog from the sustunable
wse of surace and sulrenckace resources, inchuding
waters and foresia 09 Indinnous erminges

*  Corpomte mining hus fesulted in the displaccment of
indigenons communities as wed & m soll epasian and
coamminalion, watss and air prllacon, seripus fesilth
preblenss, impoveashment and swial condlicr.

» Ulegal logging, NHivate CORUCRSIONS, monocultuts
plantations and agxbusiness venturcs ane dupriving
ladigenous proples of lands and hvelihoods amd
seriousls ereding our rigghis

v National Pades arl Peotecrcd Areas have disphiced
inuligenous eommunitics, exproprizling our Tancds and
denying access 10 the aaturul fesonrces eritical fior oug
fivelshools and survival. 1ndigenius women hase been
disprapasonstcly affectal.

v Cucrent forms of wusism muke indiggnous peoples
amil women abiccrs of cugosiry, display and
cammeraalisadon, Prosdtuton has inceeasd, alongsic:
the: inducermene (o commercialise indigenons culvaral
hesirages. Toursm is brealing cash dependence,
espectally on children.

« Large dams have scrious impacts on the hves,
livel:houds, caltures and spirtitual existunce of
indigencms and tribal penples. who have soffered

dispropurrivnacshe from their negagve inpaces, while
often Lelng wxcluded frim sharing i aay bemiclits, In
the Philippines, stmost all the lagrer ilams beil of
propnsed are on the Jaids of incligenous peoples, Tn
ladia, A0-30% of those displaced hy developrment
projects wen: Wribal penples, whe wccounr fait just 8%
of the ration’s 1 Lillios penple.

Firced displacemen ol indiginons proples from vur
anceyeral fands is a major cause of impoverishment
anil thrsanns oue very survival us indiyrersus peuples.
Indienons waornen and children g e most serionsly
Tarmed. ‘

Militarization and Violence

Tndigenuus women and catldna i A likewse suffer
she Trrune of miliagzacon perpetraod by snoe logces,
including wiglzntc groups and prvasc agmies of
companies.  digenous communilies turgcied for
development aggression are alse targers of
militarizagon.

Rape coniinues m I used ss a weapan of veac by the
miilitary oo hueniliase and auack indigenons cormIuItes.
Gids ang even older women aad vhitdiea sre not
spared. Courtship aml marrsge with imligeoous
women i3 need 10 gain secepeanes: i1 ndigenons
communitics, boweyor, soldiers oftea ahimioa local
women 20d childten upon mansfertucnher despulions,
Milicary rule and rhe eseablishment of aulitary
detachiments in oue commuanities has curtailad ou
snovement and ecomemuc actividcs, the eniey of fuod
supplics and husic socil scevices aml cven disrupred
he education of nur cluldren.

‘[he militany has (acllisted the occupation of indigenons
ierntorivs by non-indigenaus setders, a form ol
asvitnilation which breeds condlicrs between indigenous
and non indigencis communitics.

Cernpounding militarizalion is the war on terrar and
the pussage of nxtional palicics or faws restncang the
uxcreise of shemocraric fights amil freedvms-of the
iadipennus  womea and  communites, uz
anganizations are cymrdod by the siare be tngaged
e cernorist acaviris Women leaders suffer peesecution
wnieh oue sidirs ace comitalized for usserting cusLONIALY
practicus 3 defence of our land and resoucces,

The Burmese nubrsry regime has perpeerated cxteme
vivhmee aganst cihnic commuantties imclading foreed
lalsour, foreed relueations, wriuge snd mucder.
Lodigenons women suffor ffom mpes and sexual
violence, inchading the irathicking of women and fosced
Prostiiugon,

The repirt oo the Phibppines by Pruf. Rodolfo
Sravenhagen, the UN Special Rappottest an the
Humsn Righes snd Lundurmental Frecdoms af
Tmiligeaous Peaples undeshines the continuing
militariztion of mdigeaons tittioges in furtheranix:
of development aggression, pardoudatly the extracove
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industies Tnt nsited militarizaton has tesaloed in fuvily sucinl seevices, and soveleraling migraton ot h

and commuaity disingesraton, human right s vioaoons centres. The continued survival of rradinon
aml hacdship. liveliboods sl culeares is ander threar wadh the <

Violation of the Right to Cltizenship of the Tribal (ransicion 1o marke: and urbun lifcstres

Peoples of Thailand Physical and Sexval Violence Against Wo

v ‘Thernshiw atizenshipgd the irihal propics of Thaitex]  * Poverty, which has beea exuccrbated by globalisati
has not huen guamm:cd by the grvecoment; with policies, i increasing rhe vulnesahility of fmeigeac
applicants Eacing long dilavs in the processing ol women 10 wolmee,  bath sexual and phesical.
decaments. Without cilieeaship, inskigenons and cabal seageh of jobs, many iniligenous wamen aee traltickes
penpics ace denicd their sl fendamental oghis and o -othar parts of the counrry, O CVET RCIOSS bunles
cntiemuenis, mehinling access 1o cducation and other snd are evenially pushed to prostiiution,
public services, fand and property tights, and social " At the same o, indirenous women Tiving, in url
mobiline. 1.nder these conditions, indipEnous women eitees heenme wictims of wife bateering by thes
are rendered curemely vulnerable snd maggmdised, bshuns, whis fincing thesnaclees fubloss are unalss

L ggene woveenment acton iy needed o redress this 1o support their familics, becorne: frritable vr addicess
to drugs and aloabol. Upraoted from the COMITHTHLCS

indigenass women who sigraic lose the protect

palitical affisrded by cuswomary b,

Weakening of Women'’s Role

o 'The lass of ks, warers and forusts is deepenng iy
poverny o indigenous womes while invreasing th
duincstc Jusds and subsistence responsibibines, We 0o
have to work harder and longet to feel and nortus
o lamilies.  Many women have heeome inereasings
dependdent 0a rhuir husbacds s the primary weis
enrners, whes hiave more cmployment opporiuns ats
and higher salurics 10 the marker system, Th
indigenous women's stacus and power deeling
weakaming cheir influcace snd partcnaion in decixion
making,

v The incomporation of indiamous praples 1 thr
coonomy has croded. Sclf-celisnt subsistenc: ACTIVIe
and womnen’s role 1 production, cconomy a8

.

stuating.
Political Misrepreseniation
¢ Cuoveramems have cogamed o
misreproscntton ol indienows peopivs theough the
ercation of geveramumi-contsulled structurds, the
promarion of flw and behalden indigenons leadias
aml deceidful raaipulstion. ladigesnous Peoplus’ ipht
w0 Frew, prios arsd informed conseat has likewnse bucn
manpulared and abusad.
Lack of access to Baslc Social Services
+  Indigenous women i many vountoes face many
barrurs o the access of wlucation, healthcare and
uitacen, and other basic servivcs and ane excluded
From <ecision-making on programmes 10 meet those
noeds amd enttements
«  Whmen are nurginalised by cultures of patgarchy sl
violence, which cunfine women 10 thie dorrssic sphere,
Outmigration and Loss of Traditlonal
Livelihoods eommunity Lige,
e Reccntexmeenc climate vents and changes tn Mongoka Changes 10 the traditord sacial, coliurat and poling
have devastated namadic Tivestock hording, thus instinstions and praesicss have led 104 loss ol praco
decpeaing rutal poverty and lack ol access w0 basic nilus and codes of behsviour which have long
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instruments in ensurne undere-sengidve souctuees.'Lhe
mtoduction of westerm educstion and rcligion, and
che impusition ol alica leadership structures has
eadermuned the role of bur indigenons women
spirtual ledors and healers, wao have provided matal
and spuomal puidin: thtough genetadons, and who
wete aflen pact of decisivn-msking simciaes in our
communires,

*  The declaration of Nepal a5 o Hindu Siaie, has meant
the promaigaiion of laws, rles and regulatioms
(indu.dmg the Constintian) based on Hindu values,
inclading colral noraes which consider women as
inferior and impure. The govecoment policy of
Himluisation, nadermines che egalitatianism of
traditions] inligenous socicties of Nepal, and
downgrades the status of indiggmaous women.

We alsa agree on the following wctions and

COMMITIICnrs;

Recognition of indigenous Peoples Rights to

Self-Determination

»  Townrk i nadoe with indigenons womon atd poaples
in Asiz and e word for the cecoprition of oer Ayghrs
to self-determination.

Pollcy and Administrative Reform
W will acovely engugre in policy advncacy and eeform
irall pedfitical atenas, and a8l levels, oo win full respoe
and recognicon of the tighls of indipenous peoples,
including indigenons wormen ro wAaf derrmimarion and
foar sucial ared cuolngical justice and peace.

»  We will work for an end ro racial, cultural, religious
and geander disceimination, and all its manifestations in
public policy and practices.

o Wi will wark lor the amendment of constitution
provisions and conflienng ks vy make thase consistent
withs the internadonally recognised nghrs of indigenus
proples. Customary bows should likewise b rccog,mscd
in national and wtercanonal legsiason.

Clttzanshlp Rights
We uphold thac all indigenous warmen und mon are
entifled 10 e feae and equal o0 all others 1n erms of
dignity and dghts, Pvery indyamous peeson has the
tight 10 helong 10 2 nationalioy, and to enjoy Jegal stutus
and to be pranred dirzenship of the eountry whese
they live, il they so wish,

Renewnl ard Revitalization of Traditional Cultures,

Customary Laws, Social Valves and Practices.

« W secupt the challenge and responsibility to addeess
culmral renewal and revieslizasion w prasmoie gendor-
scgitive values and srucoares widin our communities.
We note wirth concern thar some maxlern changes in
nur taditional socisl, culoiral and polincsl inscrutions
and proctices have Tl 10 a loss of values and codes
ol behaviour which uphold gender-sensitive structunzs
and rolis, while scacpting our responsibilicr to change
other customary laws und practices which appress

|zsus # 200408

indligenous women. We will sprak up againsc abustre
trescment o indigenous women in the name of
custom and cradition.

s To unife arl educare women, children sl youth in
one communities abw our culmices and denoty as
thw: hasig ol our struggles and rghes to fand, weericoey
and resuurees.

» e wrll wrack warh our eraditionad instieions o rase
the respud, recognidoa and status of indigenous
women who are knowladgaable about wadiaonal
resgres: fnanagemeat, bwdn'crsm canstrystian, nod
secnaty and the heslth system.

» We will sirive towards working with our trucditional
leaders and institutions 10 cnsuge at women are not
disinherited from family properties;, nor used w
propsimte sucisl stalus through bode-poce ur dowry,

o Wi will revisbse tditionu] suppott sysiems against
dvomesric vinlence and work towards removing
prejudice and aegative perceptions of indigenous
peoplus and wamen whuch undesmine our prids: azul
sclf-confidence,

Campaions against Developruens Aggression and

Milivarizarion

v We will conduct campaigns agxinst develapment
siprression and milicarization and for the defence of
our lands, resources and coltures fom desiruction and
assirmilation.

* We demaad proper rehubilitaion asd compensadon
for luncds and wacess despoiled by destructive
development progecrs;

* Wi demand  the pull-out of military troaps,
checkpoints wul detachments in ous terdtones;

* W demand juscce and accountability for eriminal
offences perpetrase] by the Armed Vorces and para-
milicy groups and to indemeify wctirns of policeal
repressions antl sexual vialenes;

*  Hapose and oppose repressive o unidemneralic ant-
rerroriser hills

* We demand protection from transtnigradon and
resertlement of owside setdess oo indigeaous peoples
teratoaes

» Wi demand a shate of all benefits taken from our
lands, wacters and territorics.

Paace-building and Confiict Resolution

« We do not see purselves as simply vicoms; we age
survivoss of our struggles yrenst militsrizacon and
fr prsie hailding W pardcipate in peace-making
cftores mn support of vur peoples.

* W rceagnise and respect indigenous women’s
contobotions tu peace huilding und vanflicl sesoludon.
Wi will engender indigenous conflict resolution and
peace-building processes aned cnsuee the tull and
clicelve paracipation of indigenous women in prace
processes snd uceonls eiered inwe by ow people and
commuanities,
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« We cull for incrensod imictaarinnal pressurce on the
Puirmesc military geifime to SLOp it military offeasmes
o teritons of indligenous peoples wnd viplent crines
st indigenans wamen.

Approprigte Social Services

« We will prumote cducation in indigenous mother-
ongue haguigees and the rransmission vl Indigenons
cuiturca.

« Weo call npun goveraments 1o umplement theit
\aternagonal cotnpurneats o educanon, with due
repard for the gpecial seeds for education ob
ancligeanns children,

o Peomoie aml develop indigenous biealing praciices, such
as the use of heroxl melicines, and worlk for the
efuetive protection of indinouy kaowlcdge from
JiEacy and patcodng

v Swatcoess progranmes must he o ried ¢ral oo vhangs:
\he mindset of cormmunitics xnd the government 1o
aculgess the spueial pecds of indipunous peoples.

Recommendations tu e Tndigenous Peoplcs’

Movement and Omganisations

W wAll continue t sirepithen wut oxgunisation selidasity

linkages, build ur awarcness and sustr oL CUNPSIMA

against. devulopment e xessiog, militsrization and
edhnocidu at psrinnal, regaonal animtermatonal levels,

Ressarch and Documentation

«  Conduce speafic stadies on the impsct OF onEICcts 02

Participation of Indigenous Women in
Conflict Prevention, Conflict Management,
and Conflict Resolution and Post

Peace Building

steliis Tamang

Empowearment of Indlgenous Women for
Leadership

women aad children, aud the 1ale ol indigenous

Paned dissusiion arganiied by e S
and Livisian for Setial Pelts) and Daslopareni, Dijart
i Teonomitc and Socal Affwrs i Stofle Tamang.
< - ./ tq
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wornen in conflics esolutingn, prace huilding and
sustainuble development,

Lannaify researeh acrvities Loy indigenoss pcop]c; on
1z privasy issues and concems.

Fmpowet ndigeaous wornea pxercise our lite skitls,
in health, cducaion sl decision mamace and 10 pla
aur impoctant toles ia ouf farnilics, communites and
e indigenons peoples” e cmer].
Cacey out geader-senyitivity Programmes within
imligencous organisations arul communitics,
Steengthen indyrenons sromen’s narticipation i all
aspecrs of leadership and governance.  Special
meetings, Jeaderstup rrumng a5 well as ihes rroming
Courses and SXpPOSUTL Programnics should be
organised.
T terins of participation, 4 ginta fior women showld
b aliocaod, and when prsjects o mettings sre gong
on, nursery facilitics shauld be pravided.,
Women will he eacouraged o tkeups lecigion-making
positions, alter gamng the negessaty coniidenc
The role and pervcpton of women should not follow
steteorypes and women Who are qualificd and
t:xp:ﬁ('r\ccd <hould be selocmed s leaders w

Conflict

jariut of TN FFER

the lagge
indigenous peoples of Nepa

T would like 10 express my appreaatic

w the vrgaciser for giviog me this oppareaniy
My presengacion s 1o caie the voice al e
women who arc beave and are resady to die
protect and deicnd the chililten, the weak
the clders, the animals and the psture, arul
contribution and sacrifices sre OEVEr O !
apd are respented. They afe shounng 2
screamitnyr frag they ane not heard and seen. T2
cacrilice aril COMTIDUTION I PLACE PrOCEs: S1COF
documented and gecorded and chey sre o
germing atenuoD.
We always hear sad swries of women

amang iy one of




childrer dving tn evacontion conires,
caughe ia the crosy fire, repes, soxually
abuzed and cravmansed, Women arc
alwavs depicted and deseriboed as
mere casualoes of wuar, wesk,
detenceless aeeding protection atid
crying, for sympadiy. Little s knoven
and documented about how warnsn
survive i tus conthet, how they are
protecting and saving che lives of
heusands of children, #iders and the
suaples and how do they cope and
what da tbey conmibute toward
rehuililing peace? Howrcan they help
n the: prace process?

Armial wontlicls are occortng in
msny patts nf the world and have
wrenlutedd pver ihe fast decade. lois
taking rhe Vi ol many innoceat
gviliaes, As naral W paragraph 135
uf the Beiiing Mhauform (o Accon,
“arhile ennre cormmunides safler the
consequences F armed condlic, and
terrorism, women and gitls are
pasacularly affected because P i
stans 10 sociery and their sux”, Those
dave, wonien and children s ol
apared as it used to be befon Thiy
are the worst viccms of gender-based
and sexual woleace, rape, forced
prasticuions, wafficking and forced
ruetuiting in armed forces. 1tis also o
fucr thae mastal indays conflices ave
takingg phace in the arcas of indigenous
puonles.

The presert ongoing armed
canflicr i nen the choice of che
wormen and it iy nae theit dedisions
too, Tt iy undenishly 4 male
dominated, male perpermacd wamc
of aggression claming inrocunt ves
and displacing thousands of familis
1t i the men’s creation T gxin o
powser and more wealth, The worst
pain beater of che conflice is nltrmacely
ihe women and che children, Itis also
the contlict between masculine
yualitics aad feounine gualides.
Masculine gqualities are physical
sirength, powesr, anges, greed and
bapried and feminine gualities are love,
affeesion, forgivoncss and tolerance
(5 3

The presear conflens are ot huaal
on human needs buc they ars hasail
on buman greed; ftur powur aml
money and based on the desire 10
eonguer, concrol and expluit natur:
wnal environment. Coaflices are no
mone navsral phesomenon, Lhere wre
grtiad clianus fvom some peoples not
13 Tt eomllict reaodved buc manipulare
it since they gain and beaefit by it

Wi are alsn making mistakes in
resolvinge conflicis and in l‘:ndmg our
the ront exuscs, THe causes are noc
the damnmons wepans created and
producid in the Sedarics. Weare atoer
the weapons of muss desiructon
fongetting the soutees from where
such dresdful weapons asc desianed
and produced and thar is rw mines,
che hearrs, and the heads of haman
bewngs. ‘The dreadful machim
useless naless human mind duoes oo
order and che finger doss not priss
the bumoa. We are said oo be rhe
supreme creaturcs on the sarth
hecause ol our inwlipence buc we
husman heings are untormunately fading
1 TesUmc oue responsibiliies 1o vsing
aur inelligence in the Bght way
Iindigenous Women as
Medlators and Negotiators

T all she confliet arcas aroumd the
world, women are mo passive
observers and are tust the vietims.
They are wvery scrive. Theif
patticipadon could be valuntiry,
abduction. inamdation or forcwl
recruicment.  Thewr support and
responsibility conld be from simple
ihing like cooking, cleaning and actng
a5 messengerns oo taking the lead in che
frany linc. Women are the best
roecliacars and negodators but diew
wiay of working is vers informal and
these informal aciivities ol the
women actually liic the ground tog
the formmd serous e dialogucs.

The aresenr grened contlicd
berween the Goveroment’s Arnaed
lorces and the rebel Communisi
Parcy of Nepal-Macist (CPNM; has
demonscrated 3 very important hat
sigrificant role of Nepali women, Tn

lszps & 2004:08

thiz contlict, women do pot appuss
weak and feeble vicams only bot they
arc very strong, pood medinrors,

negotiators and Agheers too, The.

atined contlice ia Nepal is centred in
the villages and diswices inhabited by
‘mligenous peoples. Now only
wotnen, cldets and the chuldeen are
seem i the willages since men and
particulatly the voulhs ace leaving die
vilkigrs i csezape Tram hoth e parties
of the conflict. The recent
Guvernment policy of hsedising the
Man Power Company o sened men
abrosd 15 adding bunlen o alrcady
heavily loaded women
The Nepalese indligerus wormen
are aow not only caresskers, faod
pravidess and prorectors of rhe
lamities, but daer are pegogators with
the Geovemment secnaty forces and
the Manistz” People’s Liberation
Arty for the protecuon and the
survival al their families. Most of the
farvitics in the villages are now headed
fy wonmian Thoy holl o responsible
posirian in hoth the conflicting pardes
that s, the Govenwecnt seuarite (ovecs
as well as the Mucist PEA, They asc
also in the forefrome pf armed
conflicts, piven the chuice this woukl
not be what they would like 1o da,
Ther ave showing their brevine wnd
intelipence by breaking dhe populsr
Nepali saving thac,
“Hens shouvld nor crow:
If it crows, her aeck should
he twisted
And thrown across he roof
of the howse.™
Ini a sitasion where the
protection and the security of
the children and the elders
becornes the most frnportant
responsibilities, every maother
and woman will be cormpelled to

hold weapons and Gght.
The prescac coaflict :n Nepal has
diseovered the ndigenous women as
L. Vighters,
2. Commanders,
3, Negozialofs,
1. Meadizuors,
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5. Peace makess.

Tamang cultural conflict
resolution praciices

We believe that womea are barn
peace and wonderful
mediators Prom the tieme of birth,
Tamsng women are taught and are
encounsred o mediae and resolve
conthice between the family suanbers
snicd between famibez. Wheonever ithere
arc eonflicts in the family members,
cher know how 1o mediare and
resalve, Lhey will do everpihing in
resolving vonflict from cooking
special tood o perforining rinals w
provoke positive eacpy (o drive
away the duvil or evil spioes from e
family. Tamang wornen are shilled 1o
medition Famaly conllict resalution
aned peuce: depends on women. The
conthictis not limiuel with heman vnls
The conflict with nature oo are ken
care = lor by the women, Thacis the
ceason Lor having this populaPNepals
SAYING
“Women are the homes and men

arc the fences,”

If dhere i3 contlicn hutween owo
families, the highest valucd and
respueted process for conflice
resolation woulld be wornen taking
“Shyalgar” which would comain
chiglam o roae imb., local wane, feuns
and breads eavercd with “Khasa™. aa
avspicious scacf. This gostut is taken
as bidrye done by the most respecddul
tamily member, the women, diough
these 15 ditferent mictpreestion nov

Maranao women trom (he
Bangsamoro peoples in Phalippines
view themaalves a8 “lgdimpas si mpea
hugmw s kathingbaa™ {cleancrsal the
distal the community). ‘They usnally
play the zolic of madian in conflict
situgtions, Whenever there is funile
canfli, it is ahvary & woman who
addsesses eritical issus snd brings the
partes o sertlement Within Masrany
culture, women de not consider
themselves opprussed ar explotted
because taer kaow cheir spevific roles

takuers

and place within the communiry,
Women are well respecied and
nTucntial m the commuoity,

In the Arumanen Manoho tobe,
WOMEN Are 5ent to te cocmy iy scith:
conflices.  Arumanen Manobo
womch sec chis us o emudal role n
ther commuaity life-mediating amd
resohving conflict even ar the nzk of
mcxiﬁcing theit tent ives. More uften
than not, the women are successiul in
the negotiation peocess and are able
to prevent th conflice from escalating,

“lc1s 2 tact thar conflicr or
diffimmce 15 & namuzal and nnavoidable
parl of life hur which, instead of
taking otherwise, can I usid us an
opportumty for growth and learming
Wie dernor abaayy create the contlicts
that comie our way but we exn abwsys
choose our response 1o thase
contlivis. Our fucus in conflice
siaacon should be o leswrnm how
creanvele deal widy conllicr rather than
W wersdd e or wocallowr Icoto dcstmy
us" (Naga Weenen Magazine:)

In the Sambura
community i che Norchern Kenya
and Maasa d‘mmlunit}' womes and
children and the ared are never
artacked dudag armed conllicis The
gesture of curting the grass and
holdmg Upy Mot ruguest to Stop

praaste wrud

violence and request [nf peace.
(Nekuda, 1997 80, Grass 3 very
mmportaatin the Maassi environment
because theie livelifinad depends
muinly on ity avalabilice for theis
kvesiack.

The Maasai and
particniarly mothers of wardors who
are callad Novnpotonhe dmuran ace
g0 revered Lhat oo warrine would
dare hure chem. Maasai women
somatimes remove ther Olokesena,
ddower skins, o hels), o show their
weakness and sympathy {or lenh
pasiics. They sre mothess of all and
cannotaflond lass of life, Apare from
the women children capecially yrirls,
can hedp tu restore peace 1n a conflict

WOt
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sitvagon. “Their mtlucnee by cvin
word of mouth can bang calm in s
contlict. {Sckuda; 1997 95)
Women as moihers

Conflict resolonons skill has o e
culiivated and nurrered, Mothers aIt
the firsc teachers They shiap rhe
minds and hearss of the young and
are inllucotial n che family, Mothers
shape our valucs, helicts, spirirudity,
habits, practices and even our biascs
anil prejudices. T grew up headng my
mother saving tha 1ife and confliceis
a synoavon One must aol run sway
feom conflicr snd one must aot
afrald of condlict, Good conflic
medianon, Facilicacdion, conilie
resolurion and peace making are
considered ra by the qualiey of good
women.
Invisibliity of women in the
peace process

While existing customs ang
practices within our cammunitics
recogmise the role of women as peace
negotiators and muxdinzars, the realing
% that we also have policics and
svsimms that make these efforts and
coles invisible.

Our roles 1o th
COMMUALY &5 peace medinoers seem
s be but an extension of our 1ole i
the Kiwhen thar is, to keep the peace
wathia e amily aned comtain conflic
among the children and tamil
membhers. There is no recopmicon o
the women as pesee negotiston in ’
more “formal, public, and olfick
sense,”

How many women sre o the
peace aegouauonss  Inorthe exsi
Negul, thire has been oo Peace Ta
bue chere wes one woman o the
Government teary b frarm the sid
of Mavist there was aone. 1cis
1o predice whyr will happen at e
negodadng table with rmly m
around 1t Ther will debate s
WS, terrtory] intep oty polioe
power,
congttuton, power shating, clocions
imternacionul Jwws, and pohtcally

selfderermination
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negeiaved settlement the soy-callel
nunl issues. .

Women show the hurrian face ot
che coadlics. They will zell alout theig
Tivcs, 1n rhic evscualon penles, fund
blockades, sick children, ombas,
widows, destzuved homes, schooling,
medicines, tradina, and hroken
relatiemshipy, 1E we put womes @t
the nesrodating lable, therwill chacis
tae eyguation ol tae nugonanon. They
wrll introduce pmetical warkable
solutiogs tr ne contlicr, This duos
Aot miean Thar women a0 oL partics
in the sighe of Il denxmination
grrapgles ol the nligeows peupis.

{f wamen have aircady boen
plaving the e of mealiztor, pad
peacerrakers in (heir comumunilics,
whie 35 theie sxnerise nos secognised
and rupped v the nilicial peace
process?  We seem 10 havu ik
distorred gotion that men ar® for
public: concerns and women for
private life-hard issues and suft issuss
for women, Thus, if eitiaal, o should
be Jofe o men while the women des
their usual mediztion widun the tamidy
and 2t the comumunity level the later
pericived s an gxicasion of che
witnen’s kirchen, T we continue o
exclude women, Wwe Can acver
pomplete this peace: process. There i
a need to gevace the: s@tus of women
as mediators and negotiators of
conflice from die community level t
the officiul peace negotistions.

Leis ot that women only can bring
cveciasting peace. Whar is ingporeant
is that we start in the rght direcsion
by bringing vut sisters 10t this
aegodation process. Lhen perhaps we
can rebuild prsce in our conatry lot
ourselves, our children, and she
generalon to Come,

Nead honest and collaborative
effort

It is imporeant Lo have clear
objcctives in vesolving confliee It 1

aly> dnportant w be honesi. To have
chunge in one place, 1t demands
changes in 0 many places of the
wotld Tn the giohalize witid, wheee
ihe small and waderdeveloped
seanrres ape urder dae remoe omnire)
af i ileveluned countrics, resiliang
confliva is not simple. e canmar be
cesuheed undl and unlss s dose in
collshmative wav and cvegpune czkes
A b Ve ST

Shared responsibilities

|1 is reproveans shat the woen in
the noch mhe more respunsibibines
ginice most Hf the raok CRuses aes i
he nogh. Lol sod usless we do
novdeal with the nsows causes, ws will
Je: swasting OUL eNEIgy like clesring
the spaliexd caille and not patching of
sioppimg the leakugcs,

Womea in the norch have
compatratively more access 1o
informution and resonncs which the
women it the south dw o have

The women in the north have
more rights sl freedom than Lthe
wamen in the soud

T am again not claiming and
anderminiag the effor of men bat
wraat 's important te be remunded 1=
that men alone and only men's
intepretacons and solutions wAill not
cesalved conflicts and bring peace. It
needs 1o be the joint viforts,

Recommendations:

+  Form Intceaadonal ndigenous
Peoples’ Commission on Armed
Conflict

»  Ensure the assesstents of Bact-
lindiny tnissions with the speciil
iacus un the human dghr situation
of indigenous women and
children i the armed conflicts
areis,

o Underiake an snnual revicew of the
implemencarin: of resolution
1325 (200) and repart to the
Securicr Council,

o Comlemn #) wiolarion of the

haman gphis of indigecaas
women and gidls 1 simation of
armud contlicss; take necessacy
messules t g o an enct such
noluion,

« Cnsure full iovolvement of
incligenons Wome i Cerotianon
of peace diulogue and ggreements
wt natinnal znd infernation:d levels,
mclading through provision of
traimny far wndigenous womern
snicl their prpamss inas on foema
[IACE P ICEE5ES,

o Tdearify ladigeaous peoples
custorns aod raditions and
infosmml poace hualdinge midamves
and pnowide relovant technical ano
finsocial suppore and cacabbsh
mechanisms o chanael the
auteomes of these initiadves i
mory. iotmal peace Processes,

*  lpcreasc Aaccuss oo information
Fzem indigenons WOmGs groups
and nevworks oo idicator o
mpenehingg comtlice 85 i means 10
epsure offective gender-sensitive
early warning mechanisms,

o ‘l'ake steps o prevent from
gecruiiment ol gids and boys nio
armed lorees and rebel groups,

+ lncotporate the needs and
priorities of women wnd pirls a3
ex ambatanis and families of ex-
combatants in the design and
implementation of Disarmament,
dernabilisation and reintegration,
(DDR) programmes,

« Recogoise and utilize the
contributions of womea and gids
in encourmring ex-combatants to
lay down arms, in weapons
collections programmes and
ensure tha they benctir from any
incensives provided for such
welviges,

Fsuge full access nf women and
wirls to all resonrces and buncfics

provided 1o

progmﬂtnms,

roiacepral1on
skalle

inctuding
deveiopment programines, s
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& soories of Asian indigaious wornen abour their
lives and problems ave as vavied as they are
nernercas, Written seeounis al idigenaus women

ur Asia are fonad tn 2 number of sources. 1hese include
news and feature dricles, proccodings of conlerences on
women whers indigenous
women themsebres are able o
tell thedr own stories, special

152ues  on  womea of
ndizenmaes penples’
publications, and other

assotiod horks and arickes. In
mest  publications  an
Indigencus peoples, indygecons
waornen  ary hardly
mentioned as a special secoor
Fven publicativmssgn the
siccason of women in peneral
scllnm Lackle the added
dimension of indigenous
womnen. Available macerials on
indigenpes
nowaere as substantial or
comprehensive as owoe wouhl
like. 1lowever, they are sutficient for us to be sble to droaw
A pieture in braal sirokcs, or w eome cp with an initial
overview of certain pameros and trends chat ae sopether
the complex siuzoon of the ndigenous vomen 10 Asia.

Tt 3 clear From rhe sturt that Asian indigemans waresen
occupy an exwemely disadvanuged position in gociety.
Thuy wre vitirns of raaltiple forms of pppression bosse
of the fact chat they are indigencns and ther are women,
silediel o he e thal maotite of thon arc Grmers of
wozkers belongmog tu the most exploited classes i socety,
In Taiwan, ior inswnce, indigenous wamen are called
“third class citizens” because: of rheir infenor starns in
relanon o men and i relacoa o noa-ndigenons peoples,
those helomgeng st dommunt Han culture in Taiwanise
socenn

Wamon who are aihe same e imligenaous poaples,
expenence discomination and reesm from the dominanc
culoure and nation state. On one hand, their status 25
indigenouy peoples iy not recogmized by the stare within
wluch diey Aod themselves. Oa the othee and, it is theic
cistinetmess as imlizunpus peaples which s psed s
jusaficaton for government polces of assimilation,
tegration, resculemons, transmigraion, or tniliatization,
1hese polices are vsed oot only s5 4 means of emsing

cyoer
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Putting Together a Picture of Asian
Indigenous Women ...ce

Asur Iniligenues Womse scamig solsanesiy o e vighls, Manile Philiapines, March 2004

their exisicnee 28 indigennus peoples butalso w dispos

them of their neh ancestrad and which is the busis of the
culuare and sarvreal, Lo che most exceeme cases, these
pabicies amount to enlriml penacide ae arhaodde as 1

the case of the mdipenocus peoples of Nagaland . the

AL

"':- )

Chrtesgong T Tracts and Purms,
In adddition, Indigenous Women tind themselves bving
within traclitiorsal and Smady patrirchal socictics, whid
dictare that the woeman 15 eubordinase o che man, [ros
hirth, females are considera] inferfor 1o males. A
indigenous womsan is viewed as being there to bras
chiklten, 10 serve hor Lather, hee bradher asd laer be
hoskacd acd her family, including her in-laws in s
cases. In most cascs, women do not have any propesn
npghts, orif they de, they canmitinhert thse righrs, T 1
tews matriarchal or matilineal socictics such as the Laks
ar] Karers i Thatlend, che 5l s of Carnbood i or 1l
Auwas in Tarwan, the women generslly have more conti
awver proqerty, resoutes ard praduction, and ihor is
fairer division of labor berween the sexes, [Towever. th
wosmen eventually lose i relziy ely cpalilasian sais 2
a resule of the erosion of traditensl indigenans culog
Conversion to 1slam or Chosdan seligion has fucthe
weskene] the position of wornen el reinforea] the
subordinate status 10 relation oo men.
Tncdigenius wotnen are olio exchuded Tram toles of
poltical leadership both in indigenvus socio-polin
struciures and in siractuses imposed bv the ztate. Seldog
are they consulred on poditical matters concernine ¢
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comimunity, much less ane they involred tn actual decision-
msking which is usually done in struciurcs of insatutions
dominaced by men such as in dac traditional villag: enuacil.
Women an: nol allowed to Sold posiions of leadership
al the village Jeved which is vsually passed down from
fashur w snn.

Women plav a primary role 1o productian in indigenous
catnmunities 10 Asia which aze largely subsisienee
apnculturad commuaites, Indigemaous women in Asia
engase in swidden farming or plough cultivetion in seulod,
ierigesed vr ereaced felds, Womuen uswally beac the bront
ot the work in the fivhils such az hoeing, transplnting and
weeding. Farming by indigunous swonea is useslly
augmented by ather producove acovities such u8 {o1aging,
fishing and handiceafts ke weaving, kicting, basketry sl
embroidery. Tr hanting and gacherng sovictics, itis usually
the womes who forun: fur (nad and other furest produces
while: the: men de the huonng

Thete are alsi now an increasiag pumber of mdigenous
womien Inigradng, to ueban certurs i scarch Sor work as
laborers in the formal and 1aformal secrors. s larmers
e as labotees, indigenony wotnen are exploieed by the
propertied chsses. The mere fact thar they are women
agrgravaies tie oppression anc exploitadon ey EXpeTEI
as memhers ol the workingclasses wnel 2 indigenous
pooples. Lo addition, al=nst all houschold chores wod child
reanng work ane done by the woman.

Ic 15 against this backdeop of discrimination and
oppression of indigenous women tha the phenomenon
of plobsbzatiun has come ia to further complicae e
problem. Globalizaton has ineraached in varpng deprees
0o che local economics of che different puanirics in Az,
Neveriheless, pressures of hi wlabal market are fele even
in the most remole communzties of mdigenous people,
with profound and intense impact on the indigenaous
WorrieEn,

Clobalzagon sevks the removal of natuny! barricrs
t wlkrw mulinatonsl corporations (MNCs) maxiouzed
profits through free xnd open access to namiral resourves
Tn ret cascs, the lznd un which irligenous pooples bve
is wrhere much pf the world’s remauiog paturu! resurees
ate: s1ill Iand. Sadly, iciy this sutural wealth in indigeaouns
proples territurics which has now become th: tangel. forf
cxploitaton and commercidization by MNCs,

Chy the ground, globabzation comes mthe form of
mining 2nd loggng vpetuions, dam constnction sod
arhur encrgy projects, agaculture for exppnt, ntlow of
unpocted goods acd crops, 1ousism developmenr projusts
such as national parks and goif coutses |, agriculmreal
plantations asl isdusirial cstates, among others. While
MNCs are clearly the winners in the process of
wlobalization, these are also clear losers - arnuomg thesn the
indigennus peoples whose lasul aml reaources are pavaged
in the: gabualivaion race.

The particular impsets of globalization on the.
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indigenous wornen of Asza are profuund and tar-reaching,
Clobalizanon smpsets on women ia the vanaus rales they
play in Jific: s praducave forces in socicty, as child-besrers
ane rearsrs. and s vital members of fndigeaous
cOmMIMUNiics.

The loss of land due to 1ncursinns by MNCs.
governnent projects or sealurs inlg indigenous termtonics
15 cmctal in deciling the fate of the indigenous women.
Displaced from their sneesral cerrirones and cheir
production base, the affected indiginous peoples are
cermomically and culiradly dislocated, With e Inss of
their Jand, women loze control over the natuea: esourees
which hawe been the spuree of disir survival sinee hivih,
Indigenaus women ape marginalizal (row thetr integerad
role ia aghacolnursl praducton.

Asiealaeal production wees raditionalle veny much in
the hands of women who spent most ol their time
wiorking in the Selds to produce Tood for dheir fumily
consumption ami oiber aseds, Now, prixluction of crops
{ir cxpore in plantations is ighdy conteolled by 1he
manggring MNCs and businessmen. Women are
wansinomed into contraczual workers on these plantasons.
For example in Malaysia, the mushrooming of big
monoctop plartutions using mechanized medhods,
chernival fertilizer and pesticides has dJisplaced nusal women
tzom caetr farms, Aside from agaculture, orher means of
subsistence lvelihood are Fkewise alfcciad such as fishing,
fozagng, hunting, livesiock cusing and small Tundicralts,
sill 10 the dizadwvantage of inligenous women, From beirg
important productive forces, they are reduccd 10 beiog
dependenss of their hushands ar menfolle

Praductian ol faod for expory, monnc] producdon
ol high value crops for the market, and importatian of
foud staples in lise wids the polices uf dobalization bave
had the oversll effecr of degrading the eaviconrment sl
threpteming the food securty of the poople in e rursl
arcas, most espedially, indigenous peoples and waomen:
The: efizels range from che loss pff soil teedling mussve
land erosion, the pollution of water aquifers, Juss of nalural
enernics 1o pests and the Joss of bicliversige due to the
e of Feaer certificed socd vasices. Az a resulr, incigennus
wormen who ave pamarly involved in agzculture are
anable oo produc die (ond aceded by their finiilics and
full inia the trap of commenzalized agriculoaral prodoction
for expart,

Poverry, dislocation from their ancestral land and
margdralization (rom subsistence agriculiun: have pushed
thausands wpon theusands i ndigenons women to
miigerate: 1y urban centers, e search of other livelikood
opportanities, Sarme try their luck as megrant workers o1
oversens workers, while others cross naional bonders as
refagees retrenting froin ihe armed military repression in
theit homelands.

In the cites, mdigenous wamee have difficultics finding
cployment because wf the prevalling discamnaton
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against indigeaous neaple smdd women, wnd the inherenc
Jack of emplovment oppormmitcs o underderelopul
countries in Azt Some aneable to fnd low-level jobs 1o
the logmal eeanomy as workers in planmtons, facsories;
fiotels or other estublishments. Others are notas formanate
us 10 get regeular employment, They survive mainky thnough
dae irfozmal seomomy, making do with odd jobs when
{hey can find chem, working as dumestic servants,
weitreases, siles giels, huadsy women, pulling rckshsw,
canstuction workers, eoc, Most ead un underemployed,
or unemployed, living helow-poveriy lives in the cire shurms,

As workers, imligenous women sre exploited by the
capitalists i terms Y wages, henefite wnd working
conditinns, In sddition, they experence discommation io
the workplace based on the facr thac they src women arxd
indirennus. ' hey casity fall viedm no fexilde Eabesr pracdces
ot capitalisis which Incredss theis explitation. To the
plantations, irligenous womsa worrkers nsuadly ceceive
lerarer wages than the men.

Masiy indbgenons women aze foreed ot progapation
in the cirdca, Unscrupaions penple ourtn mase maoncy by
explaiting the: poor women enjziye in sex-al licking ot
women and children, & particlacty serious case is that of
thi: refuges indigenous women of Buzma whies have flco
the excrssivele abusive mil Wy nperadons in thedr himcland
arl hzve gone o bve in Thallsnd. These witnen have lost
erervihing and have norhing with which © earn a living
They easily fall proy to tzaffickers whi make them
prostitutes in Thad brothels. Many prozatutes in Thailand
come froen Burmi, an estmued 90% of whom have
[ITV/ ALDS, The aumbers of prosctuted indigeaous
women in the diffrent Asian couatdes are astoumnding,
reaching hendreds of the nesands in countoes ke Thaland,
lndia, arul Taiwren.

Ris.og prosumtor i laggely o sesult of the poverty
and landicssnesy uf Tudigenous peopit in ureas which have
e taken aver by exploiing multinacons] corporaauns,
secdlers of hogale government forces. Tn the coutiryside |
it comes sy 4 resuit of the inflox of anale wotkers o
indigenaas peoples lands, Men wha have come to work
in the plantwions, lopyemg compurnics ot IMirNg OPELsnons
asually leavs behind their wives and funilies buck home
amd Jools rowards the lacal women for sexnal sereees. 1n
Kelimantan, Trwloncsia, ir is clear that prosomition arose
with the coming of the logginz enmpany nto incigrenous
teritory.

An sdditionsl impact of the lass of land,
mangnalizacon of women from subsistencs agrriculoure
snd the destruction on envizonment is the heavier
workload cken on by the ndigenous women in the home-
The loss of water 2nd forests due to mining, logging,
plantadons, o1 the declaration of parks and forest

reservations make it difficult for wemen to mainiain te
necded supply of warer 20d foel in the hame. ‘They atc
forced 1o walk long distances to fetch heavy pails i water

ot 1o line up tor many hours with other women in the
feww rermaiminge nateal watee sourees. Woed from foress
is o longer availsbh: and they are forced 1o lools for cash
to buy commurcial fuel. In addition, the lack of basic
sncial services which are suppased to be provide:| by S
governmenr makes it moce difficulc for the indigendas
women 1o maintin dae wellare of the family
There is « prevalen: neglect by the government of the
welfure of indizenous prople a5 seen in the nadequsts
srovision o social services Health care, vilucagon, roads,
comrmunication netaarks, and wiilites like water el
deetddin: are usurlly the coneern of the women in the
comminisy, Tndigenous poople generally have pooees heslrs
and less medical services avsilable t them. for exanple
in Rurnsa, the indigenous peoples have the highest srvfug
mortaling lowest luvels of inenme, highest literucy rates,
o access to basic healh, educaran and social seeyvioes i
the coniry compared to ather Burmese. In relauon s
men. warsen are also-ac 3 diswdvantage healthwise. Foes
lnstance in Nepad, life expectancy of females is 55 vess
whicly 35 3 years lower than thut of males
Tes thiig exi af globalization, the mose common healt
problems cncountired by indigeaouy women include
wnslequate headth and modical services, misexluczoon and
problems with wesieon medicines. luss of indipenous
medicises, promocon of cxpensive dags leading @ acithed
cxpenses for the farnily, fureed seerlization of women
aril other Snily planning operations, ase in the mortuliey
of woren and chiklren due w0 hand physical liar eves
in tinmies of pregasacy, and die hexlth problems relared 10
the nse of toxic apro-chemicals i plantutinns anid
pormineccil gardens,
Cusus of vivlcace commiteed agaiast indigenons
women ire 4o dsings Rape of women snd chaldren is 8
comman and widespresd occusrence, pacticularly i anees
vn by wat or armiel conflict. The wpe of womicn o
ar i as mch & pare of wat as the killing of solliers.”
zoneral petception s Chat e 15 & nataral, pormal o
inevitable ourcome of war. Among indigenaus Womes
rape has eome t be used by soildiers ur cven sectlas as s
wenprn for the spstemutic sepressinn and dislacation o
ihe indigrenaas penple.
Another aspect of vinlence is that commiitiod sizains
women migeant workess, Thousands of cases of plpsicsl,
sexual, verhal and ctndong! abuse commitred
crployers against SOMEN Migrant workers bave bees
reported while even mioee cemuin uareputted. The worse
cases ure those of women who have sold their land and
properdes 10 be able 1o pay their faze aod placement fee
mo the recruiting agency, aund who come home 2 i
copse, # vicsm of abuse, In the Cordillcea, Philippines
then: is hardly u commumity now which does not hav
fverseas eontzact watker or migrant workes coming from:
cheit azea, Starics of sbuse and violence sxperenced by
the indigenous women mijrrant workers of the Cordillers
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Are comMMmMen.

A parocular concern at this point 15 che impact of
globalization on che children of indigennus peoples.
Aoz the st sipmificant impucrs are child malontntion
due to poverty. growiag consunensm among the youth
duc o e erearion of new neads, Tack of edoecation
apportumtes in the school and at home, loss of craditional
and naweal avcas for children’ reercation, noegleet off
children by parents wha are forced oo work 1o distant
places. and chid labor 1n Thailand, for insance, many
mothess ar forved mo Aol worle ie the city, They are saloen
out of the home and away from daily contact widh their
childven. The mahers whsemen: fram the home leaves a
large grap in che children’s knowledge of cadibonal cultare
which 15 usually passed on by (he mothet througeh bur
prrectice. The break down of maditional culmeal pracaces
concabute o the breakdown of e tamily sysiem with
many neartagres couling i separution or broken families,
Children are growing up with many probiems as a resull
ot this ditficut family siusion.

The brealcdown of tditonal culure and beliels of
the indigeons peaple is 2 divcal. rcsult of their integmanon
intey the dominant culture and the plobabkzed marketr
econnmy. Problems like imaoralivyg drug addiceion,
aleoholism, opiutn rude, ard soicides sre on the gze 10
indigenaus communines whel waditional culture has hoer
weakencd. Traditonal cultures of indigenous peoples are
nar only weskened but evea commescialized 1o makc
money and 1o promowe warisee. For the warnen, this has
st s loss of control over thewr cultuce, Tradidonal cealia
made by women which used 1o provile them with a sense
of pridle and sorme incume are taleen over by busincszmen
who mass produce tradidonal designs and crafis for «
profil.

‘I'radiconally, indigenous women olen act w8 healers
of spifiteal lculees in the eormmunity, They carne with them
wwislth ofindivenous knowledge abounc agriculinre, herlwl
and cadidonal medicine. For fnstunee, women hays
knowledge of indigenons seed vagenes of rice and oither
plaats, They Know what kind of seals and plints are
necessary for ensuring 8 bountiful harvest, for providing
the nunational needs of dre family, and for hesling simple
illngsses. The increasing control of biotechaology
eomorstons over seeds used i apriculua is marginalizing
the mdipenous prasant warssan from this impoertanc role
it the: community.,

‘Lhe eends in the sitwuion of Asian indigenous women
aullined abuve clearly reveal s parteen of violadon of the
nghts of indigenons women. Rights of women and
mdigennus peaple comsined in seseral intematonal hunan
rigrhes instumenss ace svsemadically violated in a myriad
of wayx lnicriadonul instruments and coaventions tn
relation to women inclade che Convention oo the
LCliminaven of All Fores of Diserimination Againse
Wotnen, rie Nuirob: Forward-Lockiog Strategics lor 1he
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Advanmesmt of Women, the Bedjing Declaration and
Placforan tor Acooa. Whea itcomes to indigencus peoples’
rights, the United Nations Churter wod other instromenes
lilce the Internaconsl Covensaat oa Liconomuc, Social and
Cukoral Righs and the Trnemational Covenant ars Civil
and Political Rigghes declare chat “all peoples have the aglac
oo self-decerminaton. 1n addition, Conventions 107 2nd
169 uf the Tntesnasiona] Tabour Onmnizagoen recognize
dae oghe of indipenous and wibal peoples n the contznl
amd awnership of their tereinories and fands

It is precisely the experience of being violawed,
oppressed amd explodnx] that has been the condition Sor
an indigenous peoples movement o take shape. la Asia,
indigenouws peoples, melwling indigenoss women, have
waged Bfe-and-death seruegles agawnst echaocide, land
dispozsession and national oppression. They huve set up
emzanizaeions at all levels, from local 20 1aecnatonal. and
hayve launched vanous acowitics in the defcose af thedr
T, B aenl rescurees

‘the indigenonz women have done their pasi, tirouh
participution in geoural community strugeles a5 well a3
through setting up their owa women's organizations am!
nerworks, locafly and intermaiongdly. Worth mentioning
are the Asian Indigenous Women's Neowork (AIWN)
founded ia 1993, the Innabuvree [Regona] Federarion of
Cordillens Tndigenous Women), the ladigenous Womens
Neowork 10 Cambeodia, the Naga Wornens Union of
Manipur, Nuga Morhers” Association, che Lndigenous
Women's Forum in |harkband, the Keren Wamen’s
Orgranizativon, the Paumirea Pevples Neowork of the Asia-
Pacific, the Ghumusar Mahila Sangathan, amang others.
Forms of action wilized by the indipenons women have
ranyed from polocsl and confrontadonal profest actions
o pedians, pickers, litigition and loesl self-help socio-
BCONGMIC Projects,

The simauon ol the indigerous wornen of Asa todar
wxjuld nor he further from the picooce of equality and
human dignity eovisioned in existing doclmtions of hurman
tights, warnen’s rights and indigenous peoples’ nghts.
Indigecous women remain amang 1he pooresr, most
violaud, most oppressed, most scorned and maost
exploited sectors in society: Their situation is adurk picture
ol human miscry painted by the powers-that-be who covet
indigenons peoples” land and who would do wnyehing 1o
contral power and profits in rthe gobal economy The
redesming feature in the pictare are the siruggles of
mdipgenous peaples thamsclves whio have pemsevered
despite: the udds againse them. 'Uhelr seeap eles as indigenaus
people and as women Lor sell derctminssion and equaline
ate w ray of lght fur the futuee of humankind.

JHEK. Cartno ax i Rewvard, Docusentuzzon und Publications
offiar of v Cordifiera Womess Lidusation and Renare Comder,
I FCWTERC . Niv s commgicanmd by Tederbba 29 resorch on
iix ctsation of A nan Indigenoss Women. g
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Echo of voices

from the forest ..o

orests are hame Lo many
prevples, indiuding a substantis]
population of Indigenons
Peoples. A 1092 Furopeun Unian
funded study wn the simation of
Indigencus Peaples in dhe teopical
rainforests estimated abous 12 million
ol them or 3.5 pet cent of 1he total
population of coversd asess lived in
the ruinforess areas of the workd, ‘his
wie apart from thoyse whea lived s
other types of furest sreas
Forests provide the saurce and
means of survival, The dirceror-
general the Centre for
Tacernational Forestry Research
(CIFORY Mr David Kidmowies: SaVE:
“One hundred million peaple
depend on forezcs 10 supply key
clements needed fur their survival,
either yroods and services or tncomes,
At least one third of the work]s rmral
population depends on firewood,
moddicinal plasies, foedd, and compast
fur agriculture thar come from foscss,
Loreses are also a mujor saurce of
mecome for large populations of the
rutal poor especially in Africa and
Asia, and ro a more limited exeeat in
Laon Amenca™
Forests are vital for che healthy
stace of vur plobal environmens. And
it bs here dat women play 4 major
and ctitical role. Ther anc mtmately
familiar with rhe forest lile the nooks
and cranniey of their home Tn many
socicries, wornen have fur centuries
been the firewood and minor fozes
product gratherets and water-fetehirs,
They are che herbafises and titugbses,
These ure tasks that take gme 1o
acearnplish, snd must be done on a
regular, if not duily, bassy, These
aclivities keep the wamen in ¢Jose
Ibuch with the farests and saabic
them & have o vibraac knowledgre of
its diversity,
In ity work with women in the

far

forescey seccor, the Vand anil

Agriculture rganizsatdon hs come

the conclusion chat “rhroughaut the

developing wotlil, women make «
significant sontabulion o foresery”.

Tr cites lessons learmed in e process:

L. Foreses are often a masor spuves
of paid emplayment for rugal
Women.

2 Rural women are olien the
prificipal carctykers anid yruardians
of the Inteses.

3 Women have an excensive
ktoovledew of forest resources,

4. In many arcas, woamen have
demonscrared that they are not
only the primary esers but lso dhe
mast effective protectors of the
forests.

Foresrs are alsn considered the
physical representation of women.
The forest-dwelling Amungme of
Ican Jaya regard women as cearral
to their society, thus equally entided
™ oghts and aceess o lznd, foreses
and other natural resources, The
mother is a very powerful figure in
Amungme |cliefs — the lving habitac
is Mother, The highest clevation of
the physical enviroamen reprosents
Her head und is thus a sacred place.

Nobody desecrates @ mather,
Thos when the mining campany
Frecport McMoma destroved their
Marher, the Amungme fled a suit in
u court in che Lnired States,

The increasiog inicpranon of nural
communities it the cash HOOROmY
duar b pesulied in muale migration has
lurther untrenched women in
agroloresty work, Like anv other
income they eam, the womet ose the
cash Uiy get fnom che garhenng and
cultivagon of furest produces 1o put
foud on the talle and meer cheir
family’s other hasic necds,

Ulatemunately; in the deselopment
PIOCCSS, 10 Progrmmes inteaded for

{Indigencus Paopies
Intomatonal Centre for Poilcy Researan
and Education)

rosesr dwellers and wsers, 19 fis
expioitacion projects, che vaices
W are aedl heard. Nor are il
traditional rights ro che foresrs
respechi,

Yet it is they who bear the: coss
of fores) destroclion and fazest-
transformadion.

The impaces of fores: change ¢
luss arc not gender newml, [a P
New Guinea, the money me
gencrae frooy loggiog acovitics b
becrmme 2 source af problem fir the
women. The social cosl uf cash
the hands of the micn is ineteyse
drunkenncss, sexually trensmictes
diseases, lawrand vrder problems, «
vinlence aguinse women.

Wornen may have o ke dessin
inwo thewr own hands, As mothes
whe ensure the life of furas
keneratiuns, we have o takte conce
ailitmative action. We must assere e
right to be heard in all processes
stages of development. We mu
struggle to be heard on our
definiton of what development is as
how 2t should be undectaken in o
foresis, ‘The women of the Ch
Movement in Iadia are famions
this, Wi need nor be dramasc, e «
eXperts in sgroloresy
silvihorticultute, and other §
relaved waorks,

Lec us hascss our Indigen
Koowledge and one thasare inove
exproence: the |avanese women w
theit centunes old forcst gardens, §
Thai hill tribez wich their Rom
gardens, the Suhelian women wis
their deoughe toud, the wome
traditiona healers of t wodd
their medivinal preparations, ¢
wordds women firewoou rachere

with their knowledge of trecs,
Core d'bvoire women’s ongasisage
wath thesr foresrry Conperaaves, o
Carmeroonian woomars QLA ENOS
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eavimmmental prosecton waork, the
(enwal African Repulilic women's
assiiatons rehabiisations of urban
farests anel last bul not Jeast, the
Asnaeomuan Truligenous women with
their rich kaowledge of the torest
ciasvster sl biodiversily

T this way we ensun: N6t ooly

Ielopcal bue also calturl diversic,
wrid the respect for righes of all
peoples. Lo thay homogenisng world,
1he forees vl dominanee can anly be
duwried i the margiaalized, wwost of
whom «rc women, lak aemes, veach
oui and act. 10 forests give Biv, w8
women also mve life, we should

casure that cae world s a benor place
vy live w for our chilklen — with
cqual xeccss, uye and owneralp of
the worlkd’s resources withaut
discrminagon a5 160 gendur. just bl
atiy goud booemsker. g
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The changing climate and its

impact on Women

limace change snalrss
bsas s (ar been scicnee-drvery,
presential o Termis of
grecahonsizses and ermissions, While
the wicnafc snalyses pemain caudial,
social imperatives st be taken i
aveount, AMrhougl there aze no
obvious dizect li:\k:w:s hebwedn
climate change and womes, irs
potential impacts i terms of socio-
connomic vunetsbility avnl adapoation
place womien i s ke posiion.

The novinn oF gendered Jmpsacs
of dimace change may b perceived
I cpnics w5 yer aristher attempl ac
acadiemic babhle; 2 spstemsnic attempt
at gender mainstreamiag ir kep
development pobcies, Alter &ll,
climvate. change is & phenomennn OF
s mes that may alter ihe bves of
Sumankind in general, Tust as
hatncanes, storms and floods sorike
indiscriminately, 50 too will the
consequesnxs of climute chasie, Sry,
whut gender

differences could he expectwd?

The relewse of preenhouse gases
darough haman serivilios 15 crenting a
shick blanket in the mmosphere,
bangng about glabal wacming and
hence chirmate chaggs, Carhon diosice:
is umc of the most imporean: of (hese
gases and i15 telease i~ mainly caustd

by the use of fossil fuels and by
deforestuinn.

Aswre consider zlong this bulleon,
women who bve in or depend on the
fotest ave already being aficewed by
procusses, which destoy or degrale

pasharalisd A,

ity Jogiing, mining, oil, dams,
wxpanzion of syricaloore, planiacons,
shomp farming These processes i
tutn coatrbule to climale chanp
ithromgh the elewse ol carbon dioxide
anil mechancy, while changes in rhe
clmare will furttur degrade: forescs,
thereby scuclerannyr the celease of
carbon dioxide, This means thac
women alrcady impacted Dy
deforcstadon would suficr che
additionsl impaces of elimaze change.

Physical impacts such as fising seq
lewels, increasiap sult waterintrusion,
amil inpuding inwe human sculements
will dramadcally alicr the nulural
halance of local and plobsl
scuxesicms The problem of csing sca

fack of swater for both Tonstck smd domesh & oug of the wes? Imigact for sliaiale chawge e

Linkages Artvesen L CRape arxd amen
by Fatma Denton ENDA-

levels is ceucial, cspecially in wems of
small islernis and Jow-lying arcas
Thuse aceas are inhahitcd by a
sipnificunt percennyy: OF ae human
population whose mamn susicnance
comes from cheir naural habiac
Whtcr

cortamination of ground water by
seawater would also ocewr i low-
Iving dileas, Women involved dircety
o indicectly (a5 fsbh muders) wil see
their income fsll sigmificandy, Climate
change impuets conld ghve Bse o ol
lossis and aa incrcase 1o the price of
fish leading 10 social upheaval

T their quest log remuncraove
activiges, women oy be uaable @
acape 1o che vagatics of the weather
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comseucntl, exscerbare i Dsecunt. CEpeelancy, education, 4 Put waomen in up
Women who ure CEITE stave in ke fond chain, jn anfavouralle positon in COMPANIZHD 10 their gl
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have u conund ounterparts. In uddition, e € pear people and pooe
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Greening our Country

he 15 o householl neme thae evees une remembers
when we 1alk of our covironmens “THis v na
warler for Prof Wiswse Muta Maathsd who was
Lisrvin Nvers, cue of e ost prcen aned brannfil disiies
in-Keava. The disteior Was beantifal Jasdsc: Apeswath
assam ol species of sees il § oxmg‘ oxil fresiy becaibing
QT every morairgs when aou w l.r:' up. £t o of the
disticis with moze jacarunda th¢ D) Frsee ou futn
\»huﬁ your gee- thes
She Is the first wagnan in Fagt and (. eraril :‘Lnt.z o

can % dueterace dum.. Trof, Mulém med a 1Is.4_mx‘ %
iy B;q, ogical Sui ieres h‘om.\lmnn Sr. Schalasiion ¢ Qlkgg
i Algilber, Kansas 11064y Sh: subseuenty eamd 1

Misrer of Scichicidegmee o 154 smiversicy af Pittskagh
{19661 She fursned dacinral smdies in Cermnng 21l the
L giversity of Nmrnhl r\btal.‘.h)v a PHD, (3977} Frum
the univeesingof Naiohi wh e she also bt vesednary
atalhiyand 20 assichite proicssir in 39':.- and 1077
tespecavels In hott cases; shi was the firse wisman to
ateain th W POSIGONS i Fpbepion.

Wn Manthar yas active in e matgralyrwmel] of

women of Keopa @ HW76R qad was the ‘chalrmain in
L9 870v was Wwhile she sereed 16 nutional crumal of
women thashe mtfodneéd das iden o f planting rrees witli
the people 1n 1976 am) vomtnged w i vidOp It Tau brcmd
brasedd, grassvaers orpadization whuse: onaln Moy is the
pla.m'n,_;r i trees wiiliswomen groapsin nrrict 20 CONALrve
the enviconnie 4nd waprave thelt quilicg of Lo,
[ oorever, theough the sreen belc mayerment she has
assisted womch i nianting moze than 20 million mas on
tear Farms arad arsschosls and chistels cosipesti nds.
14 1986 the Mavam: n-cmbhsl seed a Prn Abgcan Cresn
Belt Nec:vmﬁ arad has cxpoeul Ve 4L‘ lmhvtdunts from

oEct ATHcn countics 1 che 1ppawh "»omc ol thise

wiividuals biave o atablished simiilar proe plantiss initisres
i their vy conneaes or dey e soe af rhc (Green Belr

Moverrent metncds todmprove :h.zr cﬂ'om No fur some”

cuanaes have: suocesstullyLseriched such fnniaves in Afvie
fanvia, Ugands, Madyos Legaths, Fthvopj AL
ufty In Scplcmlwr 1998 she Yauriched & CI Al of the
jubilee 2000 goalitiem, She has crsharked o rrew
challenges, playing lcad_ng idohal gole a0t chaie, ol
the fabila 2000 Afdea Carnpiem, Srsich ks cancellion
ol theunpayable buclug debes of the poog cauntres in
Afnica br i wear 2000, Her campaicn ugainse kagid
grabling imid rapacicos ilocanon of Firssts land thia }ms
canhr the Hoslishtin the reconm past. T -
Wearyrat Maathai i intirnznonally ru-njmxzt.\.l b her
persistent st agidle FOr demoriiy, Suman righrs agd
ravroshwna) conssieal o She Bas aildeisced che U

© out vl nceasios ¥peke on bohalf of wonee sc

special seazicn s uf the Genceal Assembly 1ot fivi-year
revicw o th earch suimindy, She servolom the comasiagio
for Glubal Gaternance and ¢imnsssion an the futhre.
She and the Green Bele Movement hive receisel
sutierons awards, soch as Wonn of the veas wwaid
(1983, the ticht Tvelihood aaurd (19843, The Betoar Watk! -
Sociery Awdrd (T9RE), the Wind: stur: Avared Tor the
Eavironmeid (1988 ithe Wiwnan of the Wiarld ( (198w,
the Geldman Lavrasmennal Prize (19917, LB Afsicy
Prize for Leadership (1991} Fhic Ediabusgh Ml (1993,
chefane Adams Leadership Award (1903 the Golden
Ark Noward (1994), che Jatics Hollister Awar (70"'1)
Cxcellencis Mwaed finm ke Kenyan cosherinnity alwoud
20013, Uutstamlmg Viston -aiil Commuikaicnt Awrerd
@002y, the WANGO Bovirondrent Awasd 12003 the
Pelra Kelly for Foavironment 200y, Arbar Day Awsrd
(20047 and O Center for Frivironmenial Rewarch atyl
Coavatsaution’s Cofvenwron Secncisn-Apasd” (2304),
Pt Maathiai voss b hstc\l o UINEPS Gilolsal Al Flall

of ame wnd famed ong pfche HNI Beroines of the

wrrlil, Tn faine 19973, ‘K',mm..l weas slected by l-,mi' Times

s omeser 100 persoas i thie: wodd who have made

ditletunes in the ety inonmental 4 cax. Prof. Maachai has
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also roremeed honorare docoral degrees from seyvepal

| InsStiutions agound e we wid: Williasm’s cellegn:, WA LISA
9N, Flobuart&e Willian, Senich ( fleges (1994, Urniveries
of Norway 11997

The Crrecn Beh Movemert i Prof. Waneaei Maarhsg
are feumred in suverl pulifications inchuding The Crecn
Bell Movemens sl the uppresch (b prof. Wangar
Msathui, {2002y, speak wurh o0 power {Keroy Kenriedy
Cuotmo, 2000), women pioneess for (he Envicomment
Moy [oy Breton, 1998}, Hopes Ldine The Next Diec
fur asmall planct rances Monre Lapac and Anpa lappe.
202), Una Sula Terra: Donna 1 Medi Amsbsien Deapres
de Rio (Brice Talorde et al, 1998), Tand 1 Iaben
Bedrohite Volker, 19973,

Prof, Maathai surves on the hoards of seyeral
LEgRTIZalivag weluding the UN Secretary ienerals
Actvisery Bogrd am Dissement, the Jave Geuodall Tnsticuee,
Women and Rovicoment Development Orpanization
WEDOY, World 1 eacning lor Inlernaiional Developawnr,
Creecn Cross Internunonal, Bivironmmens Lizison Center
Ioteraarional, che Worldwide Netwyrk af Winzen in
Favivanmencal Work ane Naiiozal Council 1 versmen
of Kenys,

In December 2002, Prof Maarhai WHE ecled o
padiatnen) with an nmwhdming 98% uf the vore, The
Preadene sWhsequenty sponinged heg Ay Assistann Misvigoer
foe Bawaroment, Natural Rezources and Wildlife- in Kenga
ninrh parliament.

About the prize and the Sophie Foundation

The Nophic Prize is nme of the worhPs mose generans
environment and devclopnient rizes LS § U000 Teis
irteriananal and it i awarded wnnually, The Suphie Prive
15 established 1o inspire people WOrsing Wwardy 2
sustingble famung,
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The prize was eseblished in 1907 by the Nogwegian
athor Jostem Gaarder {wiivr of the hes. selling novel
Sesphicy WORLD, 2 novel shour phikosophy) and his wafe
Sus Danuel’i_g

The Sophie Prize will fur as long 45 the s o,
be awarded (s one or several individuals, ar so an
onmnizaaon, that ing Pioncenng o a pacticalad ¥ CrCurive
way bus pointed ro altermnarives i the present divelopmens
andy or pat such wltemanres 04 pracrce,

* What kind of change uf conscionsness 1a reededr

* Whatis sustamable wisdems

* What gualiies of life are the: MOSt W o rtanty

* What impartant alternsrive mMEaslres muse he
uplemented now?

* What kind of owshilivation of People s nceded in the

“plohsl village™?

The recipienr of The Sophic Prize will haye sought 4
challenzing aswarer 2o ame oz several of the questions aliove
and thus conteibuged s setng rhem v the international

The following individuals Or argamzations have
formerly received i3 Sophie Prz-
1998  Faviromental Righis Acting {Nigeria)
199 [lerman Daly {1784} and ‘It hamas Korvherry
(Tracli)
Sheri Lias &ehii nz)
ATTAC_{Associution fiz ihe Taxadan of figandal
Transactions for the Aid of ¢ “nzens, (Frnec)
His AN Tloliness Barholormew, An:hbis?aop nf
Constantnaple, New Rome and (he LFavimenical
Pairigreh {durlcer)
2003 [oha Pilger tAnsrralia)

Lor more inforouton abont the Snphic prize and
Farmer laureascsy, Pleise vige: BRI i ary

200}
20

2002
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Indigenous Women

Vicky Laads, Chadrgersen af e Unitesd Nutioes Vadwdane Pyod
fir Indizenons Sapeiidions.

L yiou et her for he ficse dme, you will not shink she
has the power aml voice of 2 woman (tom an
indigenons community, a community where women
are not recognized as leadors und decision makers. Vietoria
Lucia Tauli Corpus proved iu Sk is & mentor to many
of uy, She has ughi us hat as x woman you mest move
on and make the sley and the stars abovi: us ro be che only
limiration, She is a Kankung ey Igorot. ane of the
Indigencus Peopslus from Me. Peovinee, Philippines, She is
a mle made! far many of us and her receac election as
member of the Uningd Nagon'’s Permanent furum for
Indigenans Tssues from Asia, males os have more 1espec
fur hee as a lady who has contased with her dynamic
guyle el srrenpth not aaly w reprexent Asia but all of s
frum the ladigennus Wiwld, Tn addison of masy seademic
qualiticatians, she holds a masiees degree in [humanitics, u
rmsgor 1n Women'® Siwdics from St Scholasdds College
Phalippines
She is dhe foundor wsl Fxecoave Dicccior, Tebtebba
Doundation (Tndigenous Peoples’ lacmational Centre o
Policy Research and Helucoion). She conceplualized the
idea of 2 policy verter for Indigencus Peoples because al
DL cxpenence 10 grasstonts hy organzing Indiganans
Peoples and in lolibying the LN tor Indigenans Peoples®
Righis. Ay early as 1903, immediately afeer the [N
Cuenference on Environmen: and Developinent sad after
the <declimenan of dae lnernatianad Year of dae Worlls

Issus ¥ 200408

of our times:

Indigenous Poopls, she saw the great need 1o build rhe
expaciey of Indigenons Peoples « huoorme mose sffecare
e caeir loblbying and wdvucacy work. After consulting
with kex leaders of ladigenous I’Luclus and other NGO
leaders, she was conwineed of che nesd oo set up this e
e procesded to plan and imploment the concept. Vicky
15 |oang Ihe expurt eam of the permanent forum
represcrting Asia as from 2005 Ior aweremn of three veass.

As the LExecative Director, she plavs the lcad role in
dedivisgg the vision, mession, goals wal programs of che
NGO and ensuring tha 1hese are ateained. She s the am:
i chatgee of ruising funds and ensuring the sustainability
of the programs and rusources, She ls the offisial
spokespersan of che ompanzacen. The development of
the capabilities and commitrment of the persannct o
promels the vision and mission af Tebiclha s her main
rexponsibiboe Presendy, thet are 13 staff mearbers, fout
of whom asc membery of the Managernont Commitoe.
She makes the vepores awd presents chese o (he
Insernaunnal ~'\(|\'i.‘5|_)r_-,< Comumumee 2ied (s donars,

Tr2 1986 the womea’s myovereenr in the Philippines was
gaining proumd, hut 7 was nos present amonge Tncdizenons
Winnen, Arduac cme she was alreuddy engaged i orpanizing
campaga work amang Talivenous Peaples m her ngnon,
She suw the importance of organizing indigenons women
and casing cheir gender awareness. An NGO s needed oo
realize raese poals and thus sk founded the Corddjorm
Women’s Education snd Resource Center. As b founder
she bl 10 peromate wich funding spnmcies and convinee
themt chac this 18 an cndeavor worchvrhile s apporting, She
fucceodud in petang tands and 1his wus set up wats ber as
the Dxecutive Dirceinr, She worksd 1z this capucity for
A c thary B years until she saw 1hat the sraff she cained
were already very capable of running the NGO
themsclves. When she et che CWERRC, it alreadr had 46
staff members, mujority of whom wete women
ozganizets in the villapes.

Victona s alse the founder of many aciworks and
orpanations in her own repions 10 cnsury full paracipation
nf Todigenons Peoples of the Philippines in «lifferent
development xerivities, Some of these arganizagons and
networks belped the Indizenous Comumuaitios build and-
d:ctaxmsl:ip tnavermnents, lewas imperiane dunog the ome
ol e strugle 0 lobla and wark with kev plavers lile
the chvech i emlcr to siccesd m sieengthening the freedom
aned justice,

Siace 1943, she has formed many programmes and
organizations 1 help ia the advocacy of hee community,
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Vicky as shi:is kemown m many, is a busy lady~ she has
2 sehedule hard o catch op with. She scasin many advisary
buacds Mat concern Ladipenous Women and Indigengus
Pooples 1o general,

Shc is a boan! ruemlyt of many professicinal aguncies
and hss sacin many commissions

She is a Commis¥once of the National
Commission on the Role uf Filipino Womcn
(NCRIW) representing indigenous peoples, Shicwas
appoimted by President Glosiz Macapard Areavn of the
Philippines to he a member of chis Government
Conunission which ensures dhal HOVELNINENT AECCes Al
ol government bodies wddress women issues und
coacerns, It bus an oversight functon (o enzare thar the
vanous prvemament badics integtat geadesr concetis 4s
part of cheir progeams. Tt also monirs whether che
Ciersder Budges which 12 3% of the toral budgee 1= purt
of the whale budwet anid ook into ko thizs 35 wsed, ‘the
NCRFW marnitors ihe tmplernyscation of dhe Convestion
on e Rlimuadon of Discrimination agaiowe Wonien and
the Betitng Platforms of Action,

She is also the Vice President - International
‘Training Center of Indigennus Peoples (ITCTP), This
I # sraining cearer which is based in Nuuk, Greenlad, 1c
provicdles training for indigenouy peaples to hiane their
knowledg, skills und eapacitics fur promotng and
protceting their nghes 2s disone peoples She was « tramer
Ivsr the first batch of trsinces which was hekl in the 2000
Tuae m Nuuk.

Vicky has shown her wiscdom ane love o IPS in Ui
sdvancement. She s memper ol rhe Advisory
Committee of the TN Voluatary luned for ihe
Intezaativnal Demde of the Warldi Indczrinons People.
1vis Fund was created 1o support peojects of indigeaous
Peopies’ ananiaaions, governmenis und nstinitnae tloing
work for indigenous puuples. She sits in this bioxle as an

i Ehaiding w bagi nath svamen pediciints S Asw and Aufrica daring the Jed BF. Newyark Mz 2N

indivadual TN Expwrt and
her rele 35 1o cosure (fua

lhase  projecis  from
indigenous peopled
arganizations and

commumities in Asia were
Siven funds, She ulse
ensured that indigenons
women's projects be stiven
heavicr coasideration,
espxcially tnme which sre
developing leadership
qualices ol women.

Founding meeher of
Indigenons Initdative for
Peace, anorganizarion set
up hy Nabel Peace
lLitureal .:‘R:gu berza
Menche  Tum which iy
comprwd of Indigencus leaders

Vicke hus taken a Tt of comsultaney in evaluaring many
projecis snd prawrammes and with hor lesdesshin het
rrigarnzation has published scyvegal repores and hooks

Shc ix the awhor of over tin ¥ publications and has
wrheen vasions actickes vn Ioligenous Peoples, wonien,
tmvizanenent aid development and other relsred ssyes
which have heen publishaid in boaks, journsls and
reagazines, VIsit wwonsdreiva orz £or the Bscof poblications

Vicly has recervel many awards of recognition for
her nreless struggle for the advanement of Tadsgetous
Peophs among the awards are:

Jane Bagley Lehman Award for Excelfence in
Public Advocucy; Honwring Fiffective Resistance to
Carporate Globalization, Decemler 4. 2001 . Presenied
by Tiles Founcanon, Sxn Francisen, USA.

Advancing the Starus of Women Award, Prezscond
by Satuptomist Teternational ol Bagwo City, 25 Awmse
2001, Baguia City, Philippincs,

Gawad Lagablab Award (November 1994} This 3=
an award given o the 11 putstanding alummi of 1he
Philippine Science [ligh School. The Philippiae Science.
High Schonl is the st presggons bigh schaol i the
Philippinesy, “I'he sward was EFEN 11 10 CCCogTaon 1of due
wotk she has dace amang ket own people, the indigenous,
Peuples in the Condilleca,

Most Outxtanding Alumni — Outstanding
Community Scevice Award (1993 December) —
Univinsity ol 1he Phalippines- Philippzne General Hospiual |
School of Nursing This is in recogmiton of the sacisl
wotk and aclivism she has done with und amwmy has
people,

Most Outstanding Igurot (1994 Decernber) - for
Promotag und protecting lyorot wiomen’ tigghies and
welfare. Preseated by die Kuivoraum Fowmbarion an NGO,
which is based in the Condillesa TeEion. g
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Sowing the seeds of the future-
Women and the Environment

he Lozed Naoon: Loavironment Peogtamme

(LNE wornens consulstive seminar oo gender

and eavironment was convened by the ivision
of Policy Development amd Taw of TNED, with a view
s tackling some of the ovrstandiog and anocipated
substantve and siratcgic chalienges in the arcs of gemder
aml environment.  The semingr was held at UNER
hesdauarcers, Narobs, on 25 and 26 Fehewary 2004,

The discussions and reoenmendarsons from each of
th: six working gronps set vp under che semunar woull
feed dato the planning of the UNEP Wornank (Flohsl
Eswitonmentul Assenbly in 2004 and :nte the contiouous
work conducted by UNLP on envitonment aml ponder
IMENAFCI

LNEP had adopred its gender mainsurcaming feolivy
n 20080 o improve the poyverning and managenal
priocesses of TINCP, promotag geader eguality in

-suztatnable developmene, refocusing institutivosl
AFFANZCONANN 0 Crtsne goworking environment sansitve
te gender differences. Lo 201, the Faative Direor
bad cenphasized the immpartanee of civil society; inchudiag,
women’s orgsnizadons, plaving a role in clfeorive
weemational cavivonmental gaverimnce, The UNTP
Divisian f Policy Development and Law had decided
o revitalize pender activities thinugh wotlkshops in Afnea
on the relsrionship betwesn biodiversity, women and
poverty reduction. The policy strics pulificaion on women
aml the environtnent, in vooperdon wich WLDO, includes
wuidelines on manscreaming geader perspoetives fn water
management, comluiing lescrification and preserving
Biodiversity, Gaps remained beoween policy and praciice
and the 2004 report of the Commissian pn the Status of
Wotnen had made important recommendations in tha
regard,

Recommendations

Women, poverly and dhe environrnent
Followdng the deliberations of che warking araup on

women, povecty and the cnvitarmuat, chaired by M.

Davimler Tatoba, the seminar agreed 1o cecommencd o

the UNLP Women's Global Havitemmuensal Assernbls;

a) That the Assembly should taks up the issue ol dhe
weak performance of governmenis and United
Natons agencics in implementng past commitments;

1) Thut rhe arenda for the Assembly should licmize the
targess refecred 1o I various erivirarmental acoon plan
dncutments in order to measure to what extent they
fad been reached;

€ That vecenily sartix] pristutype projects m some five
African countoes o relation o puverty and rhe

IsEus # 200408

inwvieonment should be reviewsd 0 check whether
ther wrere saking adequate account ol gendor Tssucs,

Betfing +10 and the Milleanivm Development Goals
ballowing the deliboraions.of t worldng group on
Berjing | 10 and the Millennmn Development Cinals,
chaived by Ms. June Zeitling the semingr agreed to
o the UNLP Womens Clobal

Loviroomestal Assembly:

aj Toat areviva of rthe implementation of gender and
environmenc commitments made it the Unined
Natinng Fourtk Waorld Conference on Women 1o
Bdjing and in relation to the Milleaniua Development
Goals shouhl [ cerried vur, meduding best and worst
prscHoes;

b That a budgcl. shoull be cstahlished for the
implermmsanun of outcomes, recommendacons and
acoons from dhe Assemldy

¢} That adecision should be drafred for consideratgon by
the Governing Councll of UNEP requessing 17NED
o svaluaie progress anil gaps in under minnstreaming,
unl ser new benchmarks £ar achieving pemder policies.

rernmrmend

Esablishment of a maentering programmce on

wormnen snd yourh
Following the dledibermstions of e worlang geoup on

che establizhment of 2 monteaing pragrdnrme om warnen
and youlhy chaircd by Mr Troy Govender, the seoucar
agreed ro recommend to the UNEP \Womens Global

Lovionmenial Assembly:

4l That clear inrernal puidelines should be cstablished 10
enhance womens oppatiunitius in INEP as well as
external tnidelmes for non-goveramental organizaiions
for women and vouth working ort erniranmentsl
ISSLLYS

b} Thae & meacorship workshop shoull bi: held ar dhe
Assemliy;

<} Thar a pilor mentorshup stads should he conducned
wath pasricipanis fram thu present meeting, the resule:
of which would be preseated at the Assembly.

How can IINEP betrer incorporate gender in jts
work?

Folloming the defiberanions of dhe woding peoup on
buw UNEP could better mcorparate gender in its wirk,
chaired by Ma, Masic Claire Cordonnier Segger. the
seminar agreed to recommend o the UNEP Worner's
Global Linvironmental Assernhly:

4 That there: should be an audic of cie UNEP gemler

MANSILEANUNp S Aoy,

Nomadie Nexr 37



Luiadilu, Surie-WELIC) Muiordes, iree - WEDO and Raksy

feak faval Wanien o § e, Newwork May 2604

¢ Thaia gender task force shpul be extablished, vl g
memdenhip the incluied civl society anl wormes,
with Specilin sereris of relereace, mandate, dnscfranme
1A sxpected rnpuls, 0 he launchud at the Assembly

d; That 2 mechanissn stk he csmblished in 1NLp
for muaiy INng sendcr mainstrcemunge with A ts sueh
2z increasing the womengofessional cades s 50 per
veal hy 2007 and the weensn dizcenss cade: up
S ner cenc Ly 2007,

Biodiversiy; witcr and indigenous Lnowledge up the

core of sustainahle snd equitable developneny
Following, ihe délibersnnng of the workiour e eaup o

bivdtversitr, water wnd i digunonus Enowdedie at the gre

0 sustainable and cquitalie developrnens, chaired bax Ms.

Luey Mulenker, the: semimay sprec:l o recommend oo 1he

LINED Yomens Giohal Faviranmenta: Assermif

& Tha TINEP shoui| carry out s moba? review on
diclisrenine aoicepe. |‘»!0Ui\'t‘.’."i‘:: Afc! WAl az they
relace 10 wongen:

b Ehat s review should be cirricd aut on the Impace of
Witer i zacion pl')l‘_cjci; LI commuiniies and on
WO

3 Thar Isdigerons ieaowledm: should e Included in
farnal sehool enrgends as well s Irsfot sl I Aaning
frarm Wommern,

Planming the TNEP Women’s Globiut

Envitonmenrsl Asserably
A peeseciarion was made by My, Misu Tlemmad,

Bpporens of the working group on planaing the TINFER

Women's (labal Lovironinen Assemlbily, sutnmarizng

the discussions of the Eruuap.

% Theconrezt of dae Asscibly was NLI evitalizaron
O encir Progracyme with pender s 2 TS U g
Pty in des 2004 2008 Programne of work, topcthes
with s am to work in Parmetship with il socge Ly
grouns and other OTEARIZA IO,

b} Objectives wonkl include the foilowring.

"W Rante - Ling,

LFizming up Partnecships wich waren’y |

Lrpanizations ard interacion wich Hhem:

o 184 formulaiion of reeomamendations

nd inpurs s di folly WL session of the TNRP

Goveraiie Coonel:

1ii. Ty ntify gaps in the gender

programewe of UNREP,

. 10 revivar he wplemeattiion of e

Retiing Plarfonin for Accan

T siecngioen seung woren’s leadesship i

sHviteamental proteciion und sustsinahle

dc\'ctiopmcm

Outcomes skould include:

. Clear acticin plens far follow uf

il A repotr for lsunch ac the Assembly g

retloct wotnen’s expeniences, and Lose and wore

Pracaces, i selation o both the S ategie Chhccque

uf the Beijing Plaiform sad the Mulivnaium

Developmene Gionls:
v, A duclaradion v be issucif as the sl of e A.%xr.mul;.';
. Fuads for TRmenting. the rcoommendations of
the Asses by

Toomes fur consideration by the Assenibly oouuld be

obtained fy corsuling the relevant ducumeis pLesented

at rhe Worhl Swvimar an Sustaliable Developaens, and

vould include e foll Wi

i Women and Sonveanrnentd deisian making,

L loaization of povesy;

fit.  Sustamatle desclopimesnt cducatios:

< Peace and SCCuTDy:

v Indigeneus lnawiedn:

M Water aned sasisasion:

vit, Bu_:c'.n-c.'rsn_',;

Vil Cultursl divessin:

. Mentoring and soemg theninge vourh:

Susoimabh: provoction and COtINTON;

X Reproducese heaih, wcloding HIV/ATDS,
Hader the heading ol the pPrepanitory provess Jor tie

Assemibly the follomwiny BOMSS Were tngde

I The eritesia for PReteipaton shauld incluie regenal
nalirice, differint wge and 2ihaio ErOLps. minority
grnps 'nl:]u!h;'.&‘ neople with dissbifities and Pople
WILY MESTOLS ERperienoe;
The otonedurs Lor drafaog the decharsnsn by rhe

Aszembly should be planned:

I 1e waz |} voght chat chy ration <hould be of foup
chayg;

r. Tarther thought shaald be @iven in g PLCharan ey

processes and matenal, gz well 44 financial resouTTes:

A sl planning comumiteee waz requited and the

sevrecarist wonld circulute the gor s ol referrnec for

CORUNTRSE meimbers, whick wonld inclue chiy neerd

€0 hive representatives of the s Wolking eroups of

the present seminae, 2 lnlanied fugional cepresentation,

nal at least oo representagives fones tic Naitubi aren

=
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When

iree planting
becomes a
health hazard

e ewisdlility of women s probaps nowbese greacer

dian 10 s plafalione LEw women s, ceer

sout aorking within the codless vevis of eucalipnis
o ploe oess, Bur plimalions age very yisble wawnmcn,

Wity arc it Gact oesdy impagred Ty tham in diftscenc ways
N wonilker alies x.h:u Qne. Of the firg doculiieed

ACINONSLALOGS SEAinst st lare tree plansamons wey
led by wommet, This thpened i Nuzesi D Lo
karnacaka, ndia: when w b ioup of women and smiall
prssands of the Bazha and Dol sillagns narched on
the loca. sucalypnes nursere The womes pmm‘.;ml the
copmmacial cucalvptus tress 85 hoiig desiraciive w the
weacer soal ard foad \'-.'s'cd*k.'llu."‘ p'}ﬂ“d'vln ret s !

ezl vynas scedlings and %m af varingd and mango

serds 1o nlact, Ty wote a.r:csmd, bt thir i
e 2 spmbolof s sergeds g condates today,

T furesrale m‘mlan cammm’!cs wTEn P
ol thae B fantatiuss ire o Fiesis, becase the formee
dia-nars provide thens with ane 6Ff che non Hmber firest
proafuces provided by the fatioy, pasacilady faod, fuel,
moaterial fie leewlicrates, L'{t*\'}llrcé:i l.la';"d fout l»&:'ms'ing,

bonschold items and medici e Ailduiosally they denlere

the. wener resoures
plaatatons cesultio;
¢ Food scareity. Women are oraditicnml voliccuirs ot

- different typey nf foml found 1n foreses. soch s

they depend on, Teama: Scale 'ree

vuictables, Bt mm-luutmu aned 1oy pther \-\ith :

prodcts, As forcsts are cleared o give ey o0
plonadons; food = no Jomer svatable und women
And 3¢ wmuch hanlero; colkxt che grcessary fiid
_ TCSONCCeA.
*  Firewond scarcm..&l;noug caere 15 plenty of wixl
in planescens, collection of fireen Sl b local people
iseveTeiv n.sl.ncu:d A0 (08T s, t}lt'-.‘ub}' rchasiog

the hours spect by womui. in distantingests 1o collect-

s weoud than betore,
= Water scarcity. Fast: gviwing wee plactations
[Lucalyplos, pines. acacia) cequisy larnd astits ol
water £od cun e theleplecion of water esonccey
(o contzunpuos and 1|mwlmv e AR r-:“\.h WORETT

spend many o hwuts aear cam-mg W@fel’. thus

resuldap an sdded work busder:s for wamcn.
< Medicine searcity. Fordsts promde 3 BEcar Ay nf
itedicnal plant\.,wluch ar usu,zll-.- votlesal bv AT -

“Lheses planis <L=zappﬂx after the pluneainng .m:pm.n
place, catis incssigg the ome spenc by wotnens in.
culle nmg sach pkum at lonpeealisiances.

Lzea 1a thefow cases where planm‘mm o lth.
wresay wilh) ‘sooie cmp’ux'mnn piyporinsines, oot oy
do daevnut o mvpnvﬂ e o dosses stichias thesy: noned
ahwaves st ey add méw prold s i women's [r-'clﬂ‘luvd“r-

In Bl i instance, . the state o Minas Geea:
u.mm:ﬂ ALT mn‘d ) cb r'n'r, <|ul 1 dumber 0F '%Ctl‘nma "
par with shi — execpt logm whieds o o m.l..c;‘xlm.c
ailvicy par cxtcdeuu

Ihnm_r u wmu V‘mkﬂ:s 15 hasixd on Hicie proaed
A Hude to carryont corvain 1aska, such as growing phnts
in marserios, which rcqtu.rcs areutes dexnrity, o soime cases

ion, women it usid widh the application uf il

Eilats 1551he Jand plansed it vocilyius. 1 mescbe sud,
bsomeeve, thar fnsonne wases temale labony smply hucomies
Ao Aotal d:fc.tt.iDZ.,C")rmx‘rxt:fm (i_i Chrﬁp labonr.
conedbuz g o dic salaries of men \wd;:.'s B,
s usual, wodion’s saaney sre ‘s Ihan nweas tor equal
mpes of work,

The labotr condicuns uf warnctiworkers Eave much
17 pummem with thpse of men — low ssiaries; bad
werthig 2id Bving conditine, seasnmial otk outsoseng
— but s vgatice of differeatanion mis he caualslished
with Telatan tor their wiork n o Guserics.

It e nursttics of owo lacse forestry msnmpinias in

“Minas Gerals, @ lerpe epntile o weiierated aofunes caused

by rim’l:?ﬁg-ﬁ-:(ul. oifoses lave been abserad, in spiccal
which women contnue 1 wirk; many of dhem with
;-wunru Nt Il'md.lg:\. Laads

“Vhey also suffer fraen “hemaie discazes. probably
cuusel Dy thel cons tasc expostce colil wsdor hythe

fsseaes and w9 grnnuTl v iwiliFervironment ducng winoer,

Ax the vast majodar of slastation comirnics, Hose

of Micas Gersts have 1o spediic gender polices, which
i lorimenal 1o women and their childrin. Thaic ase a6
day-care cenrris mesr (e place of wark and e isulmcst
inypssailide for women to boserfincd thiir babics atoer
e marerniny: fe s, s :ncfmsihg malautnoon, Thes
ustaly feave chel homes ar 5304 the rmming and remrs
late 10 the afternoon, hasing 1o retuen Zome 0 the
CURIpATYY (£A28POrT, which malees wn Boue on Moes @8 in
poes around, ficking afs all the workers ar the muny
women wokers 8o 20t receive mudical sac and they ace
even maci hy fecl pully tos woderelated seadense or
discases, Vacthermore, they areafrdd 1 eonphain Lecasse
they foor li)&igrg ihie Jshe orant pecaving the basic fud
hasket thao tlie-'CoEacr‘w \gnc stnenl Chgurcs thasy md
thiar they ol ot fog kel family’s basic Figiad.

18 sam. the substivntion sl local ccnsvatems by
el woe plaations tesule :mrnm ot Trwsil
pecple by clmmannj_, most el the gaods and: scrwcc:
presiously weatiable and Umpacting mGTE UGNl

tiuough an nerease 0 thde stk burden and 5 reduction

lsete # 220405
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- imthe amonol 03F resnsarces eeillecedol At th same e,
a1 LT S o v A RO i AR g YT ot il
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Mmanagement

T':u; Ceniere tor Inrernuronal Foresiey Research has
inplemesnted 3 parmamme eallod Adspuive Collaborative
Maragenwnr ol Furesss (MO for moge than Gee FeALS,
Ar 3 moss exiensive, we wotked in 17 couditnes Nepal,
Indoucsa, Phibppings, Kyrinzsean, Malaws, © amercon,
Zambalner, Crlua, Madweisear, Bosviaund 1 irneall; and wenvitics
comnne ju eighe,
O ol (e serifiiye elemcnrs o Uss werk bus bt car SLLKRIES
atimvolving waimen faaxd othoy marguulizel gruups) @ curmosk
! with copanunites,
Qur cevesal medied is Pasheiputony actun rescarch; aud we
have tade an cfon 1 artend ) Uiy issies froim the s, Oin
' carh zite therewg ot leastune ACM pscilitatri wlose rok Annlved
bod acdon widi enmmuniries®nd otiwer stakchnidess, and
rescarch any thur Acion. 1 wus a cludleraing msk, 1o which ST
faciiasors oge. Fdood, the mure decandiag the conuexrand the
prubiens, s1e aiore motivstad and suceessiil the facilimeoz:
Appuared o by,
Although thers is nor space ro duseribe $he enuire efforr, |
wimld Lke 10 paonide sorme sase off e kinds of involvenenr
, and chang rhat covrred.
In rhe wen of Mafiaguursi fursst ceserve, i Zimbubore,
wamin had brer uniovoied in fotrnal foresr winagsaLt,
Actiritics Prriazuing 1o furesss wore devanes quesc sphicre. A fier
epresenativas o tie commumites wen- mvited n pasaeate
in “uining for traqaformation” {buiiching ce: the cusprsernent
wark of Paulo Fredre), womceds sttesdance 2 paticparion in
Lurmal wicetings went up drsriavealns The woen also becaue
nvolyed ia wer gtoups, focused on parmicular nawra! resourres,
EIneof the dust sucoussty] s 2 Beoum Sfiay uses proap, wlich
<xaminud theiz cxpesicuce with rors Larvestisg meilixde (g
PEEEPAOTT syswme miodeiling rechugnes), Inoked ut (L
innplicirioas for angiurs biliey, und developed 2 new brnan: design
Tt would Govonr tue mane sasminable meghod. Thuse women
bave hoen ubie 1 improve snsginshi lity, incanie genetubon, 2yl
theis vwen cnpowcment ix comuming affuarg,
Lo several viliages in Ncpzl, toross vees gmaps thar Wanage
MR foncses Mt 43 cogwider s visions roe dieT farusn.
Lu =i prucess Gy identifed 4 sumber of peoblems, axchidiye
el dnminutan of decision Ml and bunefis sharing, ek af
FRASpanncy i rmanagnent, and genderinagunes; and they hixndle
pians 10 udd ress these prohlenys. They wlas deviloped idicauons
Wt wonld heip themn determing hreme sl they were mesting
et pnals, Savoe macy peopks, patdeulady women, wers Mirerare.
i2 W2 potant % yse visual symbuls 1 seaind paogress. he
whases 0f the toun were osed. with 4 s Meon meazeng linde
propzese sod a hill sacon, Sl Accunpliziunent of the goul. The

ioisg

Women and adaptive collaborative

By: Carol 1. Plerce Cotfer
Centra tar Trternationz Forestyy Rescarch, Bogor, Tndonas:s

”;’W

e

stucture ¢l mratings was alws e, 50 that muore decision
Akl ok plios in gl scitrbouchiond weerings compossd
uf people nt gieilor caste and wthinic grzown, sehre Ssotmen felk
fecer 10 zpek their minds. T)nr.iug_ the cuarse o thiz Mucess,
woer hecarne mozc welliase i speale ot ared uore regrulur
urredees At communite meetings, 1 shor, i hecurne moge
iuverlved iz decizion makiyeand sobons pursinigr e CORITINtY
tedusts,

L Guaszaacy, Holivia, » Ity tarcsc ranagnement projecs wus
anaenwzein the Indspens s teznian ey where ACM ams UEMrALiLY,
This project had puid lindy: asention 0 pender i irs efforts r
trai wiliagess m anae tacir o fof Umnber. considoting
womcz snmewhar iegclomat for imbes madmeal Hoseyer,
with catuful apulvas, thres ilrestngy issnes wrnesgeed. s
“tndem” amhbex EOARSELENES [ yan a5 alicn 10 Win 25 i was to
wolnun. Neither se was failiar wig: doinginveniosivs, Atiperg
rerck, or admizeenaion. € nly wieldizyz s chainsewr wis hemosd
women copabiides. Second, thie wirhdeaws ng of men's shout
fecezt neagubuild work foeopnng and nrher timbes CNAGUINENT
Msks Lad the pures i m setiousr amd sdvetsely aflter women's
loes, AD the tazke #ihaz tsen nodtaz iy lid wreald &l ro e wmocn,
A finally, wonien’s Tiews nf tie valoe of e frest differad
trom ren's Wonien were interesied less i the fogestas 3 suurce
oF titwber; Mo in i ae g habitar tor the snitmals tlat formocd 2

aignificasst pars of famudy anidon - wilng an niiguing Lok
with e concerns of ervinmmentahises,

Cirhear batrigning r=sulis came from Zimbabwe, whers
wemew’s preftzence for behind e sooms nfuemres ruther dian
cxphicit s e rescusehers seasazider TICH ssupting; o
whwTe S1e invnlvesiert oL NGOs in CONMLEUNT wehon fosulted
17 Weuenen’s prumiag aooses o kond, sumnetay: that bud not leen
theips wacinionully 1 o Bragil, ahcte the diversitrof wonmens
teles - und the appropzisrencss of unce-size-firg-ail
“devdonmuanr” - visidly porttiayed fuoush conovsting Aces
ad Muranhao; Fran ampo Ma'sn Nuninoal Park.in ¢ AL,
where cuforesaust of rules agadnst unning, 4 nwle activiey, Lud
st adverse clfects oo the wommen 1o had suld fuw gume,

This body oF tosearei s nrodused & nich tiusre ove nf
rratetial on women’s mles aud na wars that Wi a9 other
stungnalized proups have heets xeriogly inToled In cxrerrally
fcdlirered cullertive acrian, Cnr [errhenning hook dlabostes an
the Laarmplcs prescoted abowe {ste Colfer, Carol J. Ierce, Fd,
“Ime Equitably lorest: Divcriey, Commuaite 20d Resousee
Muanspernent, sehuduied 4or publication i Apr 20043, This
apbreach is ar eflccave way 1o involee wormen fesningfulhiq
fremal managuoseng o5 w5 aad 10 iecupmise the suditonal polis
Qe have shamps b i iuformal ma Wgement of forcais. g
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Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, May 2004.
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African Indigenous Women - Kenya, Pacific Indeginons women with a spiritnal
Uganda Sudan & DRC. apening

Ndinini, Tanzania.

The participants wilth the tate Mama
Najumta Nekundanayo, Seated.

7

Canada o 7.5 A. Latin America.




Various Indigenous Peoples activities,
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Indigenous Information Networks activities in the community.
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Hurists in Kenya - United Nations Indigenous Peoples Advisory Committee - Kenya
(UNIPAK) is born. June 2004 Nakuru, Kenya.
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Women'’s Voices on Alternative
Globalization Addressing Peoples
and Earth

W are calsd do confrom? wmy form uf

apurtice 35t economey and Sy destyiction
o emaernmmest, 10 Mol Furiio may ol
doaw She wators, and rightsausuesy Fh

ever-tlowing itream” {Amar 3: 24,.

are chwechwnesen, firmimse
cosnomists and wonen
activisis from N\fnca, Asia
Tatin Amenca, the Catthissn, Middle
East wnd Tastem Luzope. As caring
women wnl derng womea e the
glabal Soutd, we have pachered in
Antipale Cior in the Philippines from
27-29 Augnst 2004 10 mzke ur voices
eard o0 nur vivion of an Altemalive
Globalization Adiressiog P and
Furth,
The Slgns of the Times
W are not afrad 20 sax dhat we
live 10 a time of cropire. Tn wsing the
wrm “empire’’ we mean the eoherence
of ccormmmic, cultiral, polidcd xod
mulitacy powers that consate  glolul
system ol dominativn directed by
powerful nations asu angenizations.
Thezc ure the Group ol Righr (G#)
led by the 178, ard omanizations like
the Tnrernations] Mansrane Lund
(M), Wodd Bank (WB), Wirld 1sade
Cremnizativa (L), and mulingtonal
corporatians (IMNCz).  As  an
inscament ol dasnination, the aca
liburs]l economic madd)  which haz
made the evarket 1nto an absolute such
chat it hus bucome the means, the
rmeched aad e wnd of all wrelligen.
anel runional homan behuvior = is
leading the world towanls sysremic
cazes, ncreased volnersbilicy aned the
crmergeace of now dlisses uf poox, the
glibalization ol ineyuulity and
continuaus *eological degrulenian, [
has been aeeampanied by heigticnad
repression, militrizason and massive
hutiun rigiaes wioladans for where
there zre profits to be made, thesic are
quickly sccured by melitasy might,
Tn this dizturhing premre. ic i3 Uie
paor womea in the Soah who softer

A Call to Transformarive Reflection and Action

inordinacely because of uajusc
netuctimes, instagons atul puidiciey that
pefpoiuste cliss-, gender- and race.
based subonilinanan, ‘1he geo-liberal
madel haz wmtensilicd the fermmzadon
of underpaid markct work and
unvalucel e work, the feminization
of forced migtutinm, labor export and
trafSeinng, die fominization of povertr
and Lyen the femiaization of survisal,
The insecatiy and fmstradon provolasd
by de neo-libral made] ave intlicling
prwamen’s bveg from warnh o toml
— parriarchal disciplining, sncluding
social and institunoaal conaal F
reproductve tighres, and violence
AN WOomen are csesdsting in many
pans of fhe wodd.

Yoo, ar rives same dme, the seods of
hope ate b sowrs by women acound
the world who st organizing,
themsihees wlobally, regionully snd
lecally. Thew are conrageonsly tesisting
nea-liberal (orcs wnd defendiog their
rights  and 1hase of cheir
lamilescommunitics, aned ratiunal
sovercimuy in Afnca, Asta, the Pacific,
Tatn Americy, the Cadbbean, the
Middle Kast and Eastern Rurope,
An Alternative Vision

Wi bulicve that cac present nen.
iberal globalizarion is compleicle
sgainst God’s vision of “Oikoumene,”
the Hansehold of Gusd 1brar is founded
on a theolygy of canng for all life:  »
theology 1hat promotes justice,
compassion and solidaroe with the
itngwsverished, the vultiamble snd the
exclda]  rmany of whom arc woener:,

Rooted in rhis  cheologica)
perspective, we say WO 10 3 nco-
Iiheral scunomy. L its steud, we seek
tor = jusr, yuscainable amil ¢aring
econoayy thatsupports and uphekds dy
ssered namee of o) life and creauon.
This alrernative vision:
= has,a it core, the vahucs of justics,

compassion snd yolidado
*  ensures the provision of basic

rcenls for all, womon ard men;

lssus # 200408

* rucognizes, (rejalfizms  and
{revadues rhe sssental conttilyuion
of social reproducnon or carc
worde which must b rejproduced
by s (reddiseributed wguitably
amemge hoth women and mess:

* aurures relutinnshins based an
commuity, fouroality  anc
TepTcing

* ensutus the participaton of afl,
women wnd men, 10 decision
making. plenning and
implementaton;

= upboklsand protects Suman tighrs
unchiding wornen’s econonuic. social
und cultueal dphis (FSCR);

* moves away feom gosls of
aceutmufanan and profin a psals of
redistrilyuion and reparation;

* celebratez culiutsl plurality and
comnestughty; 2ncl

= cares foir the earth's biodiversiny for
fumre genctutivn,

Tn the avea ol gabwl trade, we must
e from “free” 10 just, sustainsble
and caring yobal ccade tha:

*  recognives the soversign zight off
STATES Lo uSCa cotnbinstion of ceade
palicies, including prorective
Mcisures, to ensure e poaple’s
socio-coomaomie welfare and et wad
benefics gained from reade;

*  ensures that the formulstion and
implementation ot giohal trade
mics are desmocratic, transparent,
pactcipatory and made accounablc
m human and colloerive rghts;

* s ot displace wromcn fom thear
SOULCCS (F |1.rhh0cd aor dcsiﬂ\:,
the capacice of bach women arul
men to aucure and provide for
thuir Samilies and communines;

= places agricultore, tisherics and
livestock as key to lood
soversgneoy, aod protecrs theie
multi funcoonalicy — thus, these
should rier hre subsumed wnder the
dictatez of “free’™ trade;

¢ engures WOMSn’s access to and
coneral of land and othe:
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¢ ptoreces land, namgal FESOLICCS,

povxls and setvices that sussain Lle

e waer, health and educanog

services) from commaditicadon

acd corporale control;
T nel producens ducuch die

Lxpunsion of dieiliod lveliiyxd

Lod women i mes, ioprovemcne

ab their Bealth, and raising of

veducation Tevels, among athirs;

® tesperts ancl protects Wodiversing
ol und colltive wisdams, andd

enkugal idendtics, especially of

indigenous proples; ard

¢ s annccally appliogble abor
und eovirenmenisd safeey standapds
cvobred by the nwrmational Tachoy
Orgmzation und the Wiarld Mealih
Chparizanog,

Tn the wrea ot ghobsl tinanes, we
balices chac wipital eows must he
subagilingred 1o the goals of uztice,
sustnaabilice and eere, ‘This iznples,
anumE ot s
¢ thevancellaiiiom :_afjl.'cgi:—.‘magc Jdihiy

and halnmg of seructaa) afjusancnt

pobicies under the VL™ S

Moverty Rudoenon Steseepy Py pes

(PRSPY and Hesvily hidiheed Poor

Countriey (1LPC inigadives, wiicl

havee placid wemendous hurdess

01 wamca’s fime amd vneay;

* e erestion of iranspacenr
meclurisms Yo holdisicmationa)l
financial instiiurions {TFls}
aweonneable for the Vulice of their
deln polices:

*  theinpoviton of gunder-senanye
financial transacton tax or similar
mcchanizms v coeh volanle 2
termvapital Lows causing fimancial
COsCs!

* ihe implomearation of soncisl -
responsibic, Progicssive wnd
gendor wwase liseal policies duat de
riot tax the alscady fmaovershed,
oty of whom wre womens

* the funcaosing uf zesmmsble and
wansparens publie financcs enlived
for social welfage snd prosection
and the stimuladon of ineena)l
markets thuough pasticparon and

weader responsivi: budpes; and

*  hemoving sy from peer selsnce
o Forsipn slirect iy extment that
oy leuds rovvaste il public Aaanc:
pracucs such as conceasions and

sobsilics ro MINC s and tae crosion

of ot staridsards,

Jusr, sustaicable aad cating plotal
trude anil finance ensure 1has the
Movemest und ntilization of ey,
servives aad funds besr serve the
mrerests of all peoples, Therefors,
decision-making siructiures «nd
Processes on rrade anid financisl
sprecments amd pelicics must boe
mmmanchy democeiiza g to davole 1ad
Lepresent wormen and the civessily of
SOCIY.

Transformative Action and
Reflection

Noariuzg less than salivel change s
recmirc] oF e an: t address e sor
aises ol the xali faced wupsedics
hl‘l).xght abot by neo-litweral
clobalinnion- Hrallal sy wschucin s,
wre dmplicated in thiz prisect af
dorinacon, Transfirmzacion mast
oceur ao the luvels of stmcieres.
institutions, snd Jaws ux wall as
collective snd persimsl conscicnisness
aned valoes, Chucciaes nise not. (et
thae thear auikarne toles are to e

snd sespond 10 the cnes and needs of

chie poct, vilnezable and excluded as

vl 28 10 accompany prople wwsrds

the Zuliness ol 1% by caising prophtic

wNCes aginst injusrices atall levels, Wi

Frrly wege anr chugihes to:

* read the Bble wiih sew oy, wits
justics and meader seesitivtios s
ik o 2nd respacd v he socin
seeneic realides ofsramen in the
Sty

* be sedfcrival some churchios
pecch o chenkine of prospentr i
sdvances values of accusuliton
anl corsLnptTsae, urd a dic iy
ol prtaacchy thal josdfies the
sulsrmlinanan oF women;

* poran el o faodemnenzalisens and
1 Dackiax™ againsr wozicn rhat
crade the zehwance of chuzches us
well s feinmive and perpenista the
rxIsEng unjnse atnd discziminatory
cuomomic, pohzcal i socal order
anu |mictiaceh i’ power;

* buiklund seevthen allivrces wih

social  movenients. penple:
emzenizaicns snd ncighboncg fiths
on the basis 1o cespenting plur
sowecs of knowlades canstmiction:

* smenphon “musisire of hospisding!

i uddress the neablerns of fisred

maggation aad lahor sxpor
1M USTCC, compassion fiad au
tights, 2ot just chaciy;

¢ addressall corms of discrninas
Ang Fialence againme womcti ing
private aml nublic sphercs,
churich sad souiy;

* - progc Sonth-Souts and &
Narth cxvhszge wnd sharing
aliemagve pursdip ms:

* enzbleviureh sediz to ke somnme
OF allersanve infurmation «
ileas;

* oigender thealuancal elicadas
wrell i provide sducacion, train
arid capuriry-budlding on fuen :
ceomoms liresacy und temin
txeolecal fiterucy;

* challene 1ULs, che WTO a8
EOVEINENES 00 b aceonuLable §
i uhgcrvunce of human i
inelulng wisnen'’s LSCR as wells
reproddusnve and sexnal fighes

* umfront govemmencs w div
military Dudinds to sncis] seeiios

* chadenge pendered roles that
women o the dormeste spwne
promolc xoud prerice cibys
shared parcnthood  csazg
carc work are noe dic vxclus
oz of women — 1o crak
wormen’s ol cidzcrshep 1a nate
and churches: and

® ReCapinre and resive Wi spe

Jubilee in che CHITPAIEN Spin

ilche,

Workiog basul in-handd, we mos d
from the churches, scademsc and o
Al prople’s smesatzaions will oo
0 Vigilsntly tonftor tade agrccn
tnd Snarcial palities, comdicr casei
fusesach on thelr impscts esacally
the grassraors level, buotld neworks
mobilise a0 sdvacuse for just
snstainuble amd cannyg rrade o
financialsysrenas, Arrang oy, we ol
propane acelwork with plobal, nyne
and loval movements ro ceivies
engage the WTO) at i 6% Minizierid
Meezng, whicl will be held in [ lag i
Karys i Dovernber 2003,

s tione of cmpire, wo will
PODOS L e el weta Fope 1o ko
the faach: o "bnpp:,- are those whose
acly s Gadlowhe keeps thi: Sk
forcver, who cxecares justce lot the
enpressad, who grives (God to o
Eungrs' Pudm 146: o7

42 Namosks Nowr

IssuE # 20040




Human rights and its impact
on indigenous women
and children

ndigenvus Peuples in the world

ovar are viclima of coastant

TTumsn Rights vialanan, Tn Taen
Amernca, many ladians wmbes have
brce cxlerminadad o wips oul from
existences tarough the most inhuman
ways sce auevival Inteenational,
Butleting sad publications,

The Indipenons Peoples of Afiaca
are nae exvepricn, And as Dre Naaeni
Kipur: put it :n her essars, the
Ciovernents thal cinanalad Lzom e
Colonial Governmens smaly seepped
10 o the shoes ol their former

rvisters by relsmasing the Todizesous.

Peopics to the most lnhgmsn
o liions

Wherever peacadal wars yivlence
and homan rights abuses bave
aecyrred, ce Indigenons Peaples sre
wicime cven if it is not dizected ac
T,

The Cenesal Alvican degion. whach

= the mcst yalutile in Afvica
fegrouplap i veIy impostanc
prepulation of Tidigennus gracafs=, is
a glanng exampie Lhe effecss of the
genoeide in Rwands, Burundl and
Comgy Descnitio are nothing new
0 recount. The ndigtnous woaien
uried childdren: were %iled, rapred and
even caten by their precatoss.
b vewr 20000 1o 2007 the
passoeabse from Nigens wenc shuosgh
& harrible aighimare when vislenl
e clashes crnpthd thiat |,1ppnsgd
the farmcr commuanitics to the
prsturaiivt who they consider s
seangers

The death ol was conn high ard
the men were the biggest victims, 1he
massacres were well planndd thae they
turpeted che men aad adule bovs
followed Ly Lhe szealing ol cheir
pranerty, A pood nomber of women
00 08t tacie Lves Dut the majosby

e

wert: feft wirth theie childrern s

is3ue ¥ 200408

widows with na prapaite o a bocsc.
Maosr of them codav are refugees

over the Nigerlan! Cameroon

bamfers while & o sumbar wire
reprated inwo Camepooman fanubes,
AT ek just o remer of el ificial
frongers that separated families, Lher
are ahwvat SOONG sofiugacs, T ok
long ome before the Goverament
and the LN onk eonscicnee ol et
plight, And tuday the TUNTICR hss
opcnad is oflice in Camerona 1o
AL e R OIS,

la CAMUROQOQN the prenure 38
tick as hrigeht as thar, ioeugt: thiniun:
no ethinic cosis orvracs, 1'he Mbosoro
jraswelist al {umicrapn e victinme
&f conscant harassmenc from the
torces ¢l Law amd OQzder and
mainsrresm  communitnegs  1he
Mboroge man baows nodilng sbout
s her righ sned is sewred of puoply
in vnrform and pardculac passing 2
nlghi i eull Thi foraes o hew and
order kaow the psychology and
some tegian have masle is a habin ol
harassiog them dunng cattle marlet
days as they hnow, they bave sold and
gor maney, 'The gendarmes simply
arrest chom and wxe chem o the
Itz wher they ar dutained. The

Condivr amd abuse of huemain xeits b i ool smaacd an doiidren,

By Hawe Bouda - AVWO Cameroon

Mlxazora man will guickly sy far his
hhertion,

MUBOSCUDA in the aorthwest
regron whers chis prctice 35 rarmpant
has embarked on paralegal wamags
ol ke person in those anues 1o assisg
the popwaton from such abuses,
Case Study: Cameroon

For the past 18 wveacs the
Mharare’™s ol I1he Nonah Wesi
provinee of Cameronn experienced
5 new focas of Huaman Right abuses
which foclude expropriation from
thee pastaces, saizure of cattie ameses,
Horhutes unied Torkde tereny cdhinition o
cells or posons,

(ng inan perpeerawd] all these nes
& catrle cancher and Inrernaconsl
huisiness man Albailabha Ahamalou
Dsnouller T this, he was helped by
the local Administration aibhe highcal
Tevid mchuding e forees of ki and
order,

MBOSCITRA  opposed his
actioas out Eghtly and became o che
ol ling 25 an arganizuion he will have
to destroy ac 8ll cosz, Pour of s
leaders were arecaicd in 1906 gl
locked up in cell fur 10 davs,

The conflict came to its 2pex in
Apsil 2007 when he onee ueain

Nagsaie News 43

. T T



C 3 Preo

extetided his range in w the grazing
land of the MBOROROS of Sabym,
a Incality wur of hig recricorial
junsdicaon. The men af thar Jocality
suitl enough is enough, went wp the
hill aad desuayal the precadouns
tenees aned hurs he had puc up amnd
druve che 200 caule he haf deploved
back in 10 Tis neneh, From thar facenad
day it was az 1f hell has broken se
as a long list was circulated for amest.
The: forees of law and order deercad

e village of Sabga a5 persons fon
erata.

Men ded from their horres aenl
ran 1t the hush e excape arrest while
thase who had repulac jobs last thern,
as ther fad oo run o biding all the
time. Faur were acrested and in
vivlatog of all legal rulex tuken out
of cheir jutisdicrion o a milisanr court.
Three uthers were Jaler atrestud
bronging the nuniber to seven (5
Bivassuy prison, After 1avesuigation,
four wege freed and 1he farmons four
who were the firse 1

MBOSCULA czicd Towd and aur
crics were huanl all over the wold,
ving the hundeeds of protes) letters
chat came in Iram Furope, Asia and
Altics vhlired them to scact.
Tnvestigation wams wite sent co che
fickl and came back wich palpahic
proofs as gross buma right abaoses,

Some of the reports were simply
Pt in to deawess and ignorad [ The
pressue lroon the Mborono elites and
the Interngaonal wodld resulical in
mdgement seacheed in 10 months cme
while as usual cases of che milian
cunrt can take years o he axlled up,

The four men were jaled for
lhvears in imposenment ot baving
1n co-action disturbed public order,
desitayixd and burat propeny. The
were 0o arms charges und ay we all
know the military cabunal toy malicts
related to posscssion of wrms or

natural jurisdicton i Amanda whon:
the cts 0k plane

from Februacy to November
202 and  na one knows where dac
uppeal file wras. The court that fssued
the judgement gives s different
version, lodav the file s
Baffoussamy, lomotrow it is in
Yacummle and anuther day ics 1 Buca.
But never 10 Bameba which hoss the
court ol appxesl

Ths scenarios went an asd on
unal Novembher 2002 when we got
nur yrearest shock, that the prisonees
who are awaitng ttial were an ther
wity 1 the high securicy prisan
(pulitical prizon) as very dungerons
pasonctss. Ttowss el thac doer were
corming to Yaounde an their way m
e high seeurity prisons, Lher could
oot continue the vecy day, so they bud
o pass (spemd) the nighn ut the cencal
prisen i the capital aar The incideni
wns the biggest blow w all who have
conibuled far and wide to jusace,
ver we ithered all the courgn: we.
had etz and infarred ol fhe parters
al whar have happened. For 1w
dave and two nighis, we wnare and
ok hostspe the nesidence of two
Guvernment Muusiess. As ususl, they
were oul or they refused oo see ua
and thedr staff offercd na help. We
uzed all the meuns sr our disposal and
as Gad is merciful che clisuse
collaborator 1o the Head of Stace
apeneil bis ity wade for us 1t was a
miracle. 'Lhe reception was watm and
cxecpuionul. All the weasion we had
curred for the two days wenit ilown,
and there wim: smiles on our faces
AWe wild him in a short speech pur
problems and whar we expect of
b,

ITe answered aut soquest in simple
terma that ne man and no matier the
wealth he gor has 1he righes ta
wthuenee Guvernment Miniscers oo

From that moment on thirgs fos
another turn in our Fvour. Fin
orders were grven tor the prisons
0 be taken bucle vnependy and e
appeal were forwandad 1 the cos
of appeul in Bumends, This ves
Minwseer, closest collabatair i
Ilead ol S ordered for
wormmission of mquanr tat wein W
the field cwice 1o nvistignite on rhe
comflics that opposed the Mbosos
0 the famous rancher.

He succceded to cormpt som
members of the commission whs
rendered 1the work of 6
Comeniysion difSculc as they provi
him wicth wital information &
couneract the commizsion. But ales
a lot of dizputcs, che cormmisss
tinally sulvmitted its Snal repost o @
presidency of the republic.

Allerseven postpunEments ofd
appent heanng, the veedict was irive
onthe 23 ol March, acyuitting e
prisonces, amidse very sir
emotons of joy akl sarron: Bur s
cliceis arc thire, 'Lhe daee men wh
wirre: based 1n Douala as sevall b
men, wilth stares have everschi
enliapsed. Thew sromen znd chile
had gone back horme, Mose of ¢
childsin bve droppec out of scl
for financial reasrms. The elices wis
sirugzdicd 1 free chem are fecling &
effects financially, physically ug

{3.".:(.

The afeermach of prison life
be dae most ditticuls fur them, Whes
will they seart from? Lo all, che Tt
has been won but nar the wac

Spreial thanks to vou all
partners and Indigenous Proples
Ozganizations world wade for
suppert to maxe the reality of
freedom 1y aur hruthers and refaoves
i true, Working i
sobidancy is succiss o development
lor Fdigenous Pcoplc‘i

take wrang decisions . He wold ws that
his main objective as x Minzster 15 o
tight injustice, at least to reduce i as
much as he Was
gecomlotting to hear chat as we have

My special hanks to twe
Governmoars Minseers: Miniswee of
Justice and Miniscer of Sy, as well
as the Scerciury General at che
Prisidency who proved tial evin s

caitions il it eoncern avabans. The
, appreal was made on the satne duy
it A few months laer the prisun where
0 they hecame too full to contend
il prisoncrs amd there were furcher

could. Tr

I auacks. lost hope 1 the Governmuent he corrupc sgscems thers can be
L Lhe fous were eransiorend to their  Incaznates. cxec)tions g
il
i
|;'«_é — }
UL PP o
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peacemakers

a addinon to suppon ng

the (racdivonal avthority of

elders aver the conmnuiues,
arher ieaclitional social insoticons
have been idemtificd (hac can
helies 1aspcc youths, The Women
Peace Crosale, lor example, 2%
Lascd on the tradiconl aledia, 0
which wetnen join topecher tu
express ther grievsnees a the
wider comirmunily.

Cine of the most lmpocant
thinges thar ourside onganissticns
can do 15 to prencids a gpace for
dliulerusc between che traed il
stoactures thar s CllCCUwee across
Fnes ol condice and Tink ther 10
those of the ;_;m-umncm'.‘l'hiz'
will impzove comrmiunicalion
betwern = partcs and lead toou
reducoon i condlici.

The significant role that
pastoral women play both :a
comfliceand peace malanyris afien
avetlooked, to the dewiment of Aeld basud contlict
MW EEIenL opersaons, Y sl incite thew sons and
husbacds w1 o for rzids, or pavatedy persuade them o
wotk lowards peace. The chalienge for avrside
prpanisstinee warking with pascors! wotnen lies 2
emphasiziag, these powerfal nlormal roles o appropria
and effecrive ways,

Voorking througs eldurs bus produced posttive resulis
in fersns ol mereased cecogmition of thair oic in peace
makiag and 1 rediastion i conltlict 1o many aress

Tt was also found necessare thut the youth aced w be
nvolved in the poas process. By caling the mectings 1o
where the yvourhs wepe, Mrican Union f lnter-Atdca Burean
for Animal Resource (IBAR 3 wras consciously secking 1o
engage vouths mose direetly i the process of reflecting
on the canses of eontlice Although this sty is sdll in
place, it has beea supplernaancd by te suggestion of the
souths thernscloes that women be mone dircaly involved
mn the process, This s hased on the view arcevlared by the
}'nu.‘hx, bl women play an impl)rrmn role as modhers
and wives 1o boch ineiting conflict and malang peici.,

Nurng the Women's Border Hermaonisaiion Workshop
in Lokichoggin in Aprl 2001 women participanis
praposed another approsch for promotlng peace and

Pastoral women as

<

3
v
i)
>
RS
i ]

=50

Koramooiong monme dstming warsfully 10 iy colizgas 1 a po: 2l yaliec ).

resobring conflice: the alokita, or Women's Peace Crusacle.
T alerkivz 4 ng'aberu iy o rraclitional sogal insoton of
the Karamojs € Tuster which rouglly transhane us "a group
of womcn nited for x porpose.” This parpose can inclads:
appeasing el spiriis, praising elders in exchanige [or aninals
ot vassing demands or grivvances public. In the cuse of
the Worrens Peace Crusade, the alokita functions asa means
for women to act sy wmbassadors of peace, buaring
messagres through songs, poems, dances aned speeches
pertormed for neighbouring communices. The witnen
eraved slomg he leapeh of a barder arca hictyween two
communities in conflic,

The: Tutkana — Pokor Wormens Pouce Crusade cravelled
throngh: the Pokot graving areas with oeady 45 participanis
aver fwry weeks whale the prienusy patlicipants were
Turkana wormen, chicrs and youths, Key Pokin peuce
buililers were identfied chrough the mectngs held at each
locagon, and they wore invited to join the groap of "peace
amlmssadors' and tsvel shead uo fwrther commumtes, This
serengethened Doth the relagoastup betwern the Pokot and
ihe Turkana indmidualy amil enlanced the message of prace
in each oomnunicy as che Pokotin the anc heing visited
were able oo idenche with those Pokot who came with the
crugacle.

lesua & 200408
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They discussed diifirent means of strengihening rmist  issnsformanon acivites,
Shween Lhelr communities. Supgpesiions mnelnding Tlw;
Inrermarriage, exchanes of curtle through trade wnd
martiage,  metum of animals stokon ia the past as sn act
of goodwill, commitmenr of triclers s bong an end m
thefl, and grazing animals rogether, In addition co
fnaestions on low o creste he toas necessary for o
Peacelul relationship, rhey also ideniified the folloving
possible actions for enforcing any sprecments dovised:

main rale of pastoral women in poscentakinge i
thar the women have the alilier 1o« pea adialoguc between
WO communities 10 contlicn. Az they ace nor ditvetly
Wyalved in caereing out raids, womin age xhle tn
commutnicate with other womin aceoss lnes of conflict
They sre ali s sing songs with wornen whose hushands
have fought thcir vwn, and are able oo i imze hondy beciuse
of their comtnon sulfening ue oo conflicr.

v With povernment enforcerent, ther swgld af:ply Lhe inform) power of pastozal women is oflun
SUNCOSNS HEalns) thieves, 1aclaling a fine svsrem for  unree gmsesd, but plays an importane part i conilict and
stolon wnimals, puice building. This inlirmal power is exericl theouzh

*  Create Village Level Pouoe Corrrructecs. perauastun of their mule relatives in the horoe, anid vanes

.

Prevenr raiders from ather ansss fromn nassine through  depending on the
the horder between dae Paleot and Jurkunzs throvgh
the ceeation of joiat Iiter<ommenii v Security Painl
comprsiag Mokorand Larkeng vourth working toputher
* Women shouwld corse their sons and hu<hands who gro
for tuids.

Rusvuree shadng werecinents shoold (x creatod baseil
A NCEOTALany over access i BEazing ancas,

e, OF S80S, OF e woman wnd fora
it rekuinns,

The wortnen’s poice crusade brings women informal
toles ol peesuasion amd influchics oa oeision- raling men
v the pulilic sphcre, It is mre for womon 10 be iriven the
appotlurity, bhut, because of 1he waditional rooss of the |
alokity, ic i accepreil. ‘Lhis methond has Proven suixessiul

horhin tersetiag the vouth amd cngaginas them in the poace
T Torkans and Poko! shonld hury thidr hachet a5 process aswol as Ieading oo significasr agrocenents besween

the aliirmate sy of commiunent to live in pesce. conmianilivs in confict, heloding the formsdon of willage
Loy all pasuoral commiimdes of the Karamajong, Closter, Tevel prce commitees sad joine inier LOMNRICY Sxny

thers age ke elders win s decision mvkers, huy vouths  pacrols, Adilitionally, cheaush Eocusing avention an the role
cunsidered ‘mydeadets’ or shurpshoster’ anil kanwn far of Pastar] warnen it hoeh conflict and peace: builifing, »
wcirog their fellow vouths t fand, and kuy wonwn given

will provide fuceee opportuilies w5 further itvolving
ure (espect for theis ppinioas. Addioralls: e acc local WLMER in the Jreace process g
agreiments and heeee st be incloded in any centlict

Matching for peace
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The role of Women in Environment and
Biodiversity conservation among the
Lotuho of Sudan -, s e wonse - conrs

¢ Lotohe Taligenous Peophalive in Tod: County
il Kastera Bauuenial Region, South Sadan, 'Uhetr
pupulaion s estimateed 1o be around TOUUN,
though icis helicved tatin the 18° (lenmagy their nurm e
was higher, 1he Tastuho are Pastorylists anl tarmers, hiving
on mpuntans slopes and e plains, 'Uhe highest MCULACALI
i the sne is the Imatongr mountain peak foursd wichin
Imacon mousiain canges that run Lrom east o wust along,
e Sudan Ugandu bardes.

Fot ceatunes, the Tmatong mounmsin fanges bave beeo
the soutce of lvelthanl Tor the Lotuha Indigecous
Peoples, Tris heee dhat mose ol (he avers in the arca
riginate, such as the Hoes, ITnaryc and Atepi avers thi
provide most of the people and Fvesinck wnch fresh
drinking wawz. The slopes ol die mounsins have some
of the et ~ails in Souch Suckan and crops like te, colice
and lash porsiaes ace prown. Trees such as the 1k,
mahogaay and cypress, ae grown il governmen!
plansaiong w provide i for local consumption and
exXpurt,

The Lorsha womas is always concecned about the
cnvitonment, Tt is ber sesponsihility, as the custodum of
the langl, to mother thc eavitoamenr by cnsuting thar its
bicdiverssity in terms of the various speaes of planis and
animals sre prescrved. ‘Thisis necessicsced by the fact that
the different sproics of plants and snimals provide families
anet the endre communily with foud. frewaod, bullding
marerials and medicinal plants 1n treac cae sick. The Lomao
woman has a (remendous amounl of koowledn: on the
covironment xnel uses of plants, which has been paswd
iy het Llrom older monerations. Leis of wimost impormance
thir, fon the community to sarvive, it shauhl retain such
Lndigenuus knowledge, sinve the kaowdedge utilizes the
ganaral resoarces in 2 suscansble way.

In conservatian ol the environmant and biodswersity
the Tauuho wonzan utilizes plant species very selectively;
she kenws whick particular planes ave for fencing oz
stoucture envedion for wmstance, the Lonho woman will
not cut a growing tree for Arewoud; insicad she collecrs
fircwaod from deand trecs. Grovang plants arc cut only
when Tand is beiow ceanxd lor culdvation, The Lotubo
homestead is alwavs surrounded Ty 4 fence, mainly foe
proteczon apwmss cnemies and wild anicals, and o provide
firewond dudngs the rainy season. Wixad removed from
the fenec lor firewood during the runy season is replaced
with rew smes duzag che dry season. The Lotuho woman
15 also respomsible for the selection and scocape of seel
ot planting in the crapping season, Tn so doing, she helps
1) prescrse che vamous crap species and biisdiversicy of
foud erops. She knows dhe imporance of collecting weld
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ygcmblcs from parucalar plines el wrees, such as the
“Fbrongoi™ and “Falui™ cees from which she picks the
soft, voung leaves for fuml, without destroction. Lo this
way, she allows the planm aml wees to rygencrae and
contnue to wye new growth for futuge use,

The Locuho woman also does fishing anly once a yeur,
wsinge s basketlike trap The lish caught are presecved by
smking and wsed for fixid whea pequired throughout
tse veae. Wornen do not participare in hunting excent when
welcomizg the huning party back 1o the villape, The
huming avea ts dividl inwo several portins e dhe bunting
groups sre allowed oo hure in furnz nacl all the huntiog
ageas aes eovered, This iz only done dering das dry seasan
far a pcriod of 3-4 moachs, sl 25 soon as the wuing
besrin all hanting stops. The pateern of fshing and buatng
are comelucive g the replenishmeac of borh fish slocks in
the fvers and the animals.

Unfortumehy, bocanse of the civil war, the Sudsnese
areny, (02 SECUDTY TeAsONs, has cleared the ance beautiful
Forests This has Jeft the: Tmatong mountains bare and the
climste of the arca chanped. The presence of the Land's
Resismance Arroy (LRA) tn the arca has also conrmibauaicd
1w the displacement and muvement of the Lotuhe
indimnous peoples wway ftom ther ferle sncestzal laads
to serni aticl eegions, This has bad decamental cllccs ox
their way of life. Ceroaln medicisal plancs or trees suck as
the “Pepper tree” wsud for the westmenn ol many alments,
is 1> honger available in the nevr areas of suidement. 'Lhe
commumity leels chat the knowledge about such plancs
mav be Jost permancady.

The civil warin Snuth Sudan betwwen the Sudan Peophs
Tiheradon Army/ Movement (SPT.ASM) and rhe
Government of Sudan hes made implemenstion of the
coaventians toncermng the environment and biodiversity,
such as Article 8 of the Convention on Bioloycal
Diversity (CBDY) very dilficult. It would he necessary to
build rhi: capacity of the commury, espedially thac of
the womer, wha are the custodiunz of the land and natuzal
yesousces of the community, Wornen must also become
actively involved in planning and implementiog policies
ro pretect and preserve the envisonment wl biodiversity,
Tramng programs, aFaceness simpaigns and inforreasdon
dissenuoation arc: all important &) Crpawer Women
take care of the environmens, since most men age 10 the
front line at waz or those leltin the community are mostly
the voung, clderly or disuhlizl. This leaves womim a8 the
hcads of femnilics takiop care of the welfare of the
woenmuey, 1his can ool be possible when dee buman
rigtets ool Indigenous Peopies are cecoprized and protected.,
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Global context for WEDO’s 2005
Global Monitoring Report

By Women Environmaent and Develoment Organization (WEDO)

EDO liss embarked on

a new global monitoring

ceporl where women will
ssyes and crilique the propress
puvernments and incernational
institutions  have made  in
implementing ihe Beijing Placnrm
for Acoon, which wus agreed upon
ny 189 counitics during the tourd
world conterence on womes i 1995
nad che Millchmsum Dcvciopnmn
Goals, which resvlted feom 1he
Millenaium summit 1a 20081, The
report will L relensed eacly in 2005
to have maximum wmpact and
wisthility for the ten-vear review of
Bajing anul the five- year sevicw of
the M S
Projcet Description

The wlabal monitoring repore
(GMR) will engiale NGOs anound the
world 1y keep che pressure on
govemmenes  to [ullill  the
commirment: made o wamen 4t the
lourth woerld conierance and che
millesirium sommie The GMR wal
achieve this goal byilz) dixumenting
WOTen’s eXpEricaces, perspectives
and sssessments ol sovernment
togress in mplementing the Beajing
Plarform and Awcrion and the
Millenmium Development Goals
(MDG}:(b) highlivhring advocacy
strategies and Lovls for advancing
these plobal cominimments,

This 2005 glabal report, will
highlight a serics of repores based on
women’s expericnoes, submied by
individual rescarchers or regional
networks. 1o will include monivoring
mools for women st the national lovel,
incloding ways to conaecct lheir
actvitics o gobal processes, suweh as
the MDGs, for preater natinngl
mpact. As 2 overall faame, we will
inclade 2 global analysis, This chapeer
will sumesarize che findings of the

rehorts from the regiams. Within each
of these 1ssue arcas ikexcribed sbove
arel onoan oversl! luasis, this seccon
will: reviese overall sains wnd losses;
drseuss the conteibution of cach
region to che globs] movemeny;
Heseribe barricrs/sbstacles 20 the
artainment of gabal guals; highlight
sicesses and sunassfil stratepies and
discuss lessons lowrne for the future.

The targer audience 15 policy
orieated onganizations, specilivaliy
pvenzmens, srmilstesal, instoaicanal
WOomen's orrunizanons and mher
NGO

T'ne tescanch vall inclode eegiomal ¢
intecaatinnul meetings: WHDO
regtocal meting senes, kev UNGTRT/
Irade Negatiations amil NGO
alteraative forums, national /rcgons
women's nenvines, Beijing + 10
regionzal meetings: 25 well s existing
documinsmoon, women'’s sulianents,
presenranions, publicitiony, and
shatlow repusts,

WEDO’s past scven reports
helped to build a broad-based
rezgionadly balanced mamnitenng and
achvosicy networs thai prew o over
140 tursners azound e world, ‘Uhese
reprorts have shown thar in every
CONNITY, WOICA ard. uerive apenss for
progressive chasya: The reports have
heen verv efloctive mechanisais for
bringing, the lowd o the global aml
challenging the state bureaucracics,
which tend w assign low potiiy 4
women's concerns, as woil as
highlighting these concerns in the
mecia and i the penecal pulic.

Global context for WEDO's
2005 Global moniforing
Repori

Background

America wnel the Canbbean o Asia
aad 1he pacific bdd built g

inwsiaronsl movement atnl defiged
a lar rexching giobal agmsula. Tn the
Proprracory stapes ol the: 1992 Toted
Nationy conference on enviromment
and development (1NCED, che first
of u senes ol intetgoveramental
Imired Nadonis canferences an
tevelopment, wome sitivise sezed
the oppoziuniy 10 make women’s
cuuity and egualily, wong wath soecial
justice, more o the global polics
upenda.

Lhe women’s sction ageads wes
a divecc challowre from dae worklds
women o shape the effical platfons
af UNCED Ris de |anetca, braal
1992 Orgariving together, wornes
won signilicent change deved o
gender cyuulity and, for the lirse tirme,
a formal recopnition ol wirnen's
ceatal rale in ychiewing suscindile
dC’Vcll')plmi"nt. )

The  success ar UNCED
pozitianixd women's afganisnung o
play a lendesslup role in purong
wonna’y equine and eyudlity an the
gll)l wal p()]i(}' agcmla lhnmgbout the
deeadi: of che 19910 a1 key United
Nations vonferences Thise inchided
thu mternagonal conference on
papulation aad development (Cairo,
Faypt, 1994, where formal
recognition of witnen’y reproductive
righes. prevailed despice bitler
DRPOSINGn hy refigious
fimdamentalizig, aned the socal summi
iCopenhagen, Denmazk, 19955,
where the ik hetween gender
equality and piverty eradicaion wi
exphady rexymized,

AL the UN fourth warkld
conference on women (Beifing, Ching,
1993, a broad range ol alvaesey
<oncerns of the intecacanal women’y
MOvCMent: poverty, ouaiilutizeian,
war @il edvil condlict; violatinm of
womens human righis; under
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representation of women  in
dorminate die plobal economy win:
broughe into che global acena.

In the resulong Beiling Platform
far Action. women won 4 hirosd
hased agenda Lor pramoting and
protecuag their huarman rights
worldwide, whilke cstablishing rhe
priaciple of sharcd power and
expoasibility between women and
men in all aretis S then, 1ssues of
Tenee against women gnd women's
ltuman righes have qined greates
wisibilisy arnl government attennon
and legsltive sction worddwide. o
many parts of the world, women’s
tole i decision- malking has become
T PrATIINenE, SCCess 00 education
has improved, and discoiminaory
lsws have been repealed. Al the
grassraves level, women have
diyeiuped lnnovatve approachics
rmwenng the basic noads ol Zamilics
and  communitics  in the
fondamentalisms of diflern kinds.

Yet despite policy guing ot the
United Nations in the from of
goveramenl commitments and
ambitous docunienes, und despite
efforts 1o wse these documents to
achicve logal und pohcy changes to
advanue women’s rights at the
cacooa kel many women~capecially
povr wamen-are worse oft vaday
han they were a decade agasomen
arvound the world condnue 1o Sy
myny of the same catical issucs aty
tvers more complex and the tesd for
action 1§ mose Bgeni.

Negacive  Impacts, global
challenges over the pusr decade,
major global lorces have smenzed
that ace undermining the gwins made
by women. The oo lihersl economic
model ancl market driven policies-
paroculitly changes in trade and
fnance rules, ard she derepulation and
privatization of public goods aml
serviecs have exacerbated the poverdy,
fond insecurity. and econamic
exclusion of the majority, whiic
mercusing the wealth and ceonarnic
opportunities, and chus aver

fssue 0 200408

consumpoon, of the privilepod fow.
At the same time, che warkl is
hreoming increasiaply dangerous duc
oo unilaceral mebeacy intervention atud
communal and cithnic eialunee.
Tscalating militatison zod new ard
revived fandamentalisms, bath
secular and religious huve inesed o
stifling chmate o progressive change,

Lheoughous the world, women
and children-who comprise the
majodty ol the warld’s poor-ze
expeticneing rthe dispropertionace
clfecis of these wobal forces. The
acgauve impact is iotensfied among
facial andd wrhaie minooties and
indigencess women.

Whilis it is well documented thal
WIS eTnpowerment I8 cciieral 1o
poverty eradicazion aad national
development, women aiill fuce
sigmificant baroers when it aomes o
ACess 0 LCsOuUCCcs,
empleyment, and deeision mglsing
PUsIions. As mactocconpmic and
national policics ure tix ofren gender
blind, they are meffective in
addressing the nuds of noor and
minority wetnen, Tn maay pacts of
dae worll, the impuct of che 1LY/
ALDS parslernic has furcher increascal
wotnen’s income-eazaing, domestic,
anl eare talong cesponsibiliics.

Women play a critical rale in
munag@ne naniral resousces aml have
exrensive knowledge and cxpericnee
of the watee land, and encryry supplies
chat  sustain  houscholds and
communiics. Yoo, women's lack of
land tenuee ot inherisarce rehts, aad
current Ircnels such as water
Privalzation, urslermine ther ability
o oWn manage, use, and conseLve
these recourses and to provide o1
themsclees and thewr familics.

Wiatnen are still concenceared inthe
indornal sector, wheee there are nn
joby ur safery protecaons, amd dhose
citemings the formal wage conmarny
tind to be emploved in the lowest-
paving jobs with 1he LTCSTEET
enviroamencal sl saloiy hazards,
Women sl carn less rhan men for

Winze

the same work, outnumber men
sman those who age illeerawe, and
sre dmastically undec-represcoicid in
decision-making positions al all levels

for instances, only 15 pereent of
parliamentacians wotldwile are
WOmen.

1he UN warkl canferences
resulted in greaicr revagnivan of
gender inequalities und propelied
goveraments 1 muke plobal
commitmants s acdvance women's
righis. A1 1 seme fime these exteenal
lotees aml trends, promoced by the
micriations! finsncial instoznons and
the world trade organization,
patpenssre and reinforce the atracorl
imeealioes between women and rmn
in rhe economy and ia socicty. Thas,
rhe world force a demacracy deficit
in global governance-the power of
the World Bank, inicrnariona!
moaecary fund and warld trade
opanzaton remaing unchucked and
these instistions huck seeounrabiboe
transparency, and  democracy.
Transnational corpurations also
disregand glohal norms as they
operate wichoue adequate svstems of
regulation, vversighe. o1
actouneshility

The excernal stronghold on
national development policy and
Fameworks has weakeoed the ahiliny
of some govemmenis b mces basic
soal needs, while incrcases inmilitary
and ‘and-rerrorismy’ spunding: further
crain limited public resources for
educaunn, bhelith, an social services.
Thiz emphiasis on namions] secoary and
policing also is being wsed w
unclerming hard-won civil pphis and
civil liburtis,

In the Uniced States, the worlds
anly  superpower, the cutrent
wedministrazion
unsurpassed military and coonamic
power for nacrome commomi, pulitical
und ideological intcrcses with dire
ponsequences [or xople in the LS
and around the world, The
precmptive wat in Trsq, che most
extromc case su far of LS

cmplays ity
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unilateralism, was preceded by the
adimindisoration’s carler repudation of
the Kyots prowoce], its retecar from
the imternational eriminal court 19mn:
amd irs invabdation of dhe Aniibalstc
missily  treare.  Uhe  bush
Adminiscration’s wiar 0oa women
startd on s Orsi cday wn office when
e president reapplied the glohul gag
rale he intermativmsd family plarsning
pregmams, ariber, the LS, has firled
to ratify the conveation m the
climinadon af zll forms of
disuriminaton  sagainst womes
CRDANT, aml promotes alseinence-
only i the andeiended global FITV/
AIDS program.

Women advocgted warking to
inplement  the  plobal policy
casnrmigraent o the 1990 have often
brea stymicd by these wobal
challenges, Whilk the UNis e most
universal a Jeginimaie  global
ERVErRancs mstisraon, a finds el
at g crosseoads, weakened by a
membership,  L'he woices of
eveloping cownredes a civil SOCICHY
partcularly those spuaking (ot
wonzen, rthe poom
matginaliecd group-are demanding
reforms. Tostead ol wdvancing the
status yua by accammodadng the
mternational conntrics, the LN st
emErge s 4 counerweight and un
effecuve promoter of peace, hurean
nghis, geader cquality, sustainuhle
develnpenent, and coonomic justice,
A call to action

Alrhough 1his globa! seenaro
presuney uaprecedented challcrgnes for
wornen’s movetnents, it is also 3 call
o acnon, The ssme pemicioss force
thar e cansing o much msecugty in
the: world lave @mven vise ro plobal
an local maovemenis  seeking
alternaoves o war, nea liberalism,
enviroamentsl devasuation, gender
and cacial oppression, and social il
weonomic inscualitics.

Womun are agenis of change and
have made enocanus contaluions
to social movemeanes worldwide,
Qrganizations pushing for peace and

an othor

-

justive cannol succeed without
women¥ active purticipation and
lexlership.  However,
otgunizatons and movemenis have
101 heen equally wive tn scugeles for
gerdder juscee or inremanng mader
in rtheir own perspecdves and
positians, WEDOQ will wark to
mercase plobal collaboration and
salidurity among prassrools social
mavements, Labor nniors, micd neace,
hatnae: Hgbis coonomic Jusiice, and
envitanmenial preanizalioms that
sare our vision.

The chalicna: is toideniily offecave
straregnes, allrcey, and institurons oo
promote this comprehensive social
justce agenda. Women want to move
forward rather chan merely UN
nimmins the nnarasonal icstiston in
whichwre bave the mosc i, wheee
vviry paton i the workd hay 3 voice
and a voie, an whese developing
countrics play a leadesship cole in
SETTOZ A eurnang oul its avenda. The:
UN also provides snst systematically
and browdly far wivil sacicry
paracipation and has unouestionahiy
adwvancex] the piobal wornea’s agunels,

Cairng forward, WL will
place greater emphusis 02 Stucture
andd instisnonal changes m ylobal
pOvEtmce ta rcassert the primacy of
the 1N charter-which envizioned che
Brciron Wormls insdturions heing,
aceountable w 1be UN-ami m bdng
the wordd wads prganization nto che
UN structure. And we will condaue
w1 support the challenges of women
warldvade 10 religons anl economic
fundamentalisms that undesming
democrzaiization, susratnable
development, und the
implementation of interaztiony)

human rights-inchuding economic and
socal rights, as well as wender cqueainy,

WEDO will cantinue to challenge
the UN, internations] Enaccial and
teade nstitugons, poyveramenis, @il
socicly snd the private sceror o
reeopmize and address the negmove
unprats of plobalizadon, particulacly
on women. We will join with others

these

0 oppose die 20088 reisdistrilst

of the worlds fesonrees aml o

growiryz gaps bebween deh zned o
peoplc and nations, and to prom
altermarive policics thae ase eyuitall
aml sustrinable.

The Millenniuen Dewclapime
Couls (MDGs) endossed is 204
by 191 poveenments—:li
reprisenc.che Tull vision of el
genler equity, vguality an womeg
cinpowezimenr o1 pove '
cradication  and  sroceor
iransformation eavisaged in
confereace snd hunum zight
documents. Nonetheless, with thes
vime-bouml targets, thuy are os
impoan: smechantam lor monisons
the  Implemencation  of
mtemationy] pokicy docorens of ¢
9505, They taa also by nsefol 100
far adwrnzase and accounmb
example, 13 hold tnictmsHona] fnane
and tacle ‘nsdtutivns aad e
counities seconntable for creaings
necesrary #nabling conditions
condiiims and resnunces for thi:g
to be achieved. WEDO will jmome
a genchr perzpective on the MGE
advacating for mmder equaliny to be
ceniml to each of the pouls and &
the: gmels to be tnare explicitly Tinks

To achicve propressive chings
giohally it is essential to eomfrone LS
unilatesalisn. As an Internaoon:
anmnization based ln b TS, an
woriang o obal ssues, WEDO &
commiticd o partncting with loe
wOmen's, peace, aml other soc
JEtCE groups 90 alvecate for o 118
foreign policy thai: secks to alvane
inteenaioms] Jaw and human tighe
and vital weary commiiment
suppores 1 stoong and effective Ty
Nilions to pramote multilste .
action to addecss threats wo pesce a2
sceurity and 10 advance hum
develuopment arund the world; 2ne
itamnforms 1w global gavernanc
system, Wchaling che inrernatios
Irsdle and financial insulutions, g
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Questionnaire for
WEDO’s 2005 Global Monitoring Report

Human Rights

Thus section explores severnl components of husman
sighty issues as they peruin o women incloding the
cllcativeness and mplemencation ol intermutionsl treaties,
lcgjall:.uan and legsl literacy, and welence TS WOInenL,

A. Implementation of the convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Disceiption Apanist
Women (CEDAYY)

1. It your govcnment fras ratified CEDRAW:

* Huve reservadons been climinatod?

*  Hasihore been s review of lawes and policies 1o engure
that they meee 1he standards of CLEDAW and the
| Children's Convenden®

*  Has the Optional Protocel been eadified? TF not, what
measutes have bren taken to raofr the OP?

* Iow frequent is the CEDAW commitice repored
tn?

2. If your governmetn Was not ratified CEDAW:

*  What il any, steps sre being esken cowands rutification?

3. Pleasc describe the success and/or obsatacles
concerning CEDAW implementation, as well as
what charyres have taken place since ratification,

B. Nondiscrimination

1. Legistfation concerning sex discnimination and
disproportionate impacts on womern:

*  Dacs any legstalation address concemis sfecting dhe
gitd chilel — f.e. harmful child labor, child ptostntion,
child pornography, scxual abuse of minozs.

*  Whatlaws and policies are in place to protect the dghts
of indegenans, minodor and immigrant women?

* Lz wallicking in women prevelant? Whal legisthation is
in place oo climinaie this practics?

*  Towhatextenrare the above hows bring implemented?

2. Nadonal uscrion Plans ro improve the wonen’s
oghts:

* Tave any such Nationa Acoun Plans been drealicd?

* T what extent have they Ixam implemeared?

*  What steps have been taken o erean or streagthen
indepenclent tutemal institnons tor the protection and
promocen of women’s human dghes?

C. Achieye Tegal Literacy

4. Human tirhes education

* lz there a comnrehensive human rights education
program in placc that reies human dghis awarenss
WOnE women?

Esue #2004°08

2. Publizing and disseminating laws and

information rclating to women’s dgiis

Are uny guidelines 1 place an haw to use lepistlacon
o exereise mdividual nghes?

Aue lawes puicelines trnslared intindepenaus and lacal
langiages? 2

Areowomen’s dghts inchuded in schoal curnoulum?
Are there any education programs in place?

Are there any women’s human aghts cduacation
prognims in plae for memlxts of the national secusity
and atmed forces?

D, Violence aganist women
. Governmcnt attitudes and sctions aganist

violence agsmst women

To whar extent does che government condeme
viokence aganise wornen and endorse prevention and
punishment of these acis?

Has povernment enaceed ot teinforced pensl, civil,
fabor and administartve sanctions (o compensate
women attd gitds who have been subjected to vialence?
Is there legisdation in plice to prevent and punish
domestic: violence? If 5o, is the legistladion enforced?
1f not, why?

Ilas goveenmein taken steps to nsaee legistlation is
effective?

If there are refuge women ot internally displaced
women in you country, how does povernment uddress
particular issucs of viohmee agamse group adedressud?

2. Culture — based violence agunist women

Arc any negaove cultural practices such as female
circumision f fermale genital mucilacgon, dowry deschs
“honor killing s™ prevalent in yous counury? 1f so, are
there laws prohibiting the shove practices? Walit other

govemment actions addsess these pructices?

J. Proactive government programs

Age there prograrns o teatn judicial, legal, medical,
social, educational, [afice and immigrant persotinel
whoir dealing with violenee aganist women?

s there w poley of mamsocaming a gendder
peespeetive in all policies and programs relited o
violence aganisl women? Tow has chis attceicd the
IS

Whis «ffors are andersray (o protiore ressarch and
data comysilarion concerning violence agmist women?

4. Support System

Ave women who are subjeaed to vivlence provided
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with direct servicce suppocs systems? {Le., shclhors,
ridief, accesses ta the mechanizsms of jusdice, physicul
andl mental health services) waht paroculas support
serviees arc avilsble for the migrany, irnmigrant and
minarity/ indegenous women who huve beun
suljected 10 violence?

Peace and Security
This scetion explozes the effuets of ncreasing

unilateralmilitary intervennons snd comemunal and echmic:

violeace vn the Tives anid secusity OF Warens, and how:
mrematonal sgreements have been irrsplemented to protect
them.

A. Implememeation of Security councif 1325

* What is che luvel of public awnreaess sbout Sveeuny
Council Resolution 1352352

* Towhat extent does die government subscribe o ir?

* How have women's groups nsed it 1w ensore their
TepLCsentaton in peace processcs? Whar were dxs most
successful expirivnces? The challenges? Please explain
any lesso learnaid in tetn’s o iprevention, pratectio
and pacteipation of women in peace processesy

* lowhatexteoris a gender perspecave intergraced in
=il peace operativas including ventlic prevation,
Mingement, resolution and post - confllice pesny
buildingr

* 1o what exicer do women partcipan: 1o all peace
processes, agreements, transitional governunce
stroctures wnd other naton — building or decizion —
maling proceszes?

B. Refugee and Inveenally Displaced (TD) Womnen

* What provisions are in place 1o protecr refuge and
D women and girs' human righis?

* Whar are the bving coaditions of refugee sad 11D
women and wirls?

* What kind of dicriminuton di ther face in teting of
aceess e food, healch cure, shelear. edursgon, snd
conploymern?

* Daoes the govemment have prograrn sthat fucilian:
theit integracon into SOl

* How dill the September 11, 2001 cvents affect
procedurcs determining the refuges staius snd the
granting ol ssylun of wamen in omparison witk
men?

C. The Imternational Crimingl Gourt (TCC)

* 18 your countey 2 paree oo the 1007

¢ How has the TCC been used?

Power and Decision - Making

CGender - halanced participation acall levels of decision

making, with dhe ain of mcduding women's concerns snd

perspecaves T the formulargn, implementarion, snd

evaluation of policy, % an csseatial component ol

democtatic povermance. This sectin deals with the musures

Lalcrs to ensure this cyeal and fill participation uf wonmum,

A, Increasing of wornen’s representation in all
governmentid, publlc and privatc adminisiration
decision — making positions

v Towhat eregs (j«lical. public adiministanion, local and
national povetnmenl®® ste) have wamen g
Leptesentation substandally increasel or docreased?.
Pleasc explain

* What measures {Tnclucding quotas, raiing program
women, gendes - sensitizaton ol political rdes) huy
the guveminent ekin to achicve equ representatnn?
Did the adoption of Positive measures requice
legisthalive or comstitutionsd celorms Wi s charge
of their implementanon® Desctibe succrsses aned
sharrrcomings of the implemenation,

*  Whar measurcs have polincal Parnes ke oo innnueae
women in electivie and non-— clectve public pnsiruns
in the sarme propurtion and levels a5 mon? How nre
chese measured being fmplomented withia panes,
and what is their impact on government clecove
buadies?

* To what extent do externt do clectrol 2nd campuaim
litnice svsioms represent an ubetacle?

B. The Impact of woment’s reprsentstion and

parucipation and gemder mainstreaming

What policies or leyfsdation have heen iniroducad ihat

have a dircet bearisw oa the stalus of women® To

what extenmt has the women’s represeatalion and

Parteipanon in power and decision making bees

tusponsibile for thesse changes? Give specific examples

* Which polcies do women politivians prioninze fie
socisl, ceanomic, security, inffrasiructures,
constinrmonal / lepal and ifnance)?

* Whatirmpact— if —any have women made 50 tabinet,

national snd local governments in terms of palicy

conent (as reflecond for instance in white Papers, laws
and programs)?

Tlow By women’s representation and prarticipatin led

to insticerional iransformamaon with tegzurd 20 Rule;

Mude of vpraton {dress eode, mecting ames);

Iastitutiona) culiue ( cocde of conduct, sexual

harassment); articades: Tofracstructure; Bebavioun

Ponwres relanions; Resourees allocation/ Zeruder bulgers

* I8 there an uffice or Ministry of Women's Aféairs in

FOUr county?

‘1o whute xtent do women prliccians work ucross
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thewr political purties in sender - relaoed issues (e do
ey have inter —party wormen’s lobbiss o CHUCTSin?
it s do they make a differericer)

Macroeconomic Policy and Poverty Eradication

Womens empowermenr is central 1o poverty
eradicarivn and nanosal developenene, ver women stll face
barriers sccessing TesOutces, Wage employment, and
decision — making positions. As miRcrotcahontic und
nationsal poleles are nfivn gender blisd, thevarc ineffective
in addnssing the needs of women,

A. Wometr’s paid und unpaid labour

¢ Tnwhatsectons has womens participation in the labonr
fatce wncteysed?

*  Inwhar secears has it decreased?

= Ilave women’s working conilinons improved or
worsenced in chesy: sectors?

*  Hue family weltare demrands placed on 1he women
incressed, remind the same, o dectensed

*  Towhue exeent has women's work ia the vapaid sector
remainud invisibie ia satiosal ingome aceunnts?

*  Huve sceial sector expendilunes increased or decreased?

B. Gender analysis in reses®h

* What resonrces have been allocarcd towzeils sex-
dissigregated dats coleeriun gl pender analysios of
conomie life?

* How ha: this improved or Hinderd asscesing the
mpact of marrgeconnmic policies on women?

* How and to what extenr have mmde berspective snd
women’s, concerns been taken into iceount ia
Prepasation of budiets as nutoaa; vewmonal, and o
lewels?

* Deseribe eflors o monoor budpeuery allocuriionz
relaved to wchicvirg peader equality,

C. Role of Trude Globglization

* Howkave globslization, tade und faanoe padicy foreipn
wvestment, and /a¢ debr burdens impacted gender
equality und women's empowermeme Ploase consider:

) Rural women'’s lividihoads

) Women's sole in paid and unpaid sccrurs

ity Women'’y aceess to elucation, msining, information,
rechnology, aned health cure '

i) Women’s uccess 1o and eontrol of naoaral resources

¥} The role of the Wirkd Bank and the IME

D. Decison - Making

* What Jaws and policies exist ro cradicate legal,
Lnstitutonal and culaeal barricrs that prevent or
dissdvantage wamen’s pasrticipation in ¢conomic
activiey and decision making?

* What policics have heen implemented to promote

equality tn shhardag reproductive respansibilities aml
decision — making within the haussholds -

Education

This strtion exarmines the extent o whick governments

have uadreynken policics und programs that ehsure

wromin and girds access to equissble and qualiv eduacciion,

It examines the exwent to whick governmenes hayy

engeadend the comiculum, dealt with sexial hatussment

and actively incisled marginalized women and girls,

A. Intecnations! Agreements

* Has vour counity ratified the aternacon]
recotmendations in the educitia for all agreements
and MDG &2

* Huw dacs the government soppore women's groups
and other NGUVs thar publish and disseminate nationsl
and intercatanal norns related to wormen's ouual dghis
and eduaction?

B. Public Policy

* Do policics on education have 2 gender perspective?
Please explain

* Tas there been o revicw of nacomal policy docurmnents

partculirly, the eonsuiution, the education Act, erc
- o ensuec the incarpozation of CEDAWS ugrEements
anud nores in educasion®

* Please discuss sny national sctioa plans chat adress
exquality in education? Wharare the objertives? What
have beeo the resules?

* Haye gaidelines for training policies in vocationa
eduartion heen established to achieve 4 yualivy
education with squal appoctunities for WOICH?

* Aredere specitic mechanisms or measurses in place to
deal with discriminetion in sdacation?

*  Are ihere palicies w0 protect women snd gitls from
sexual hyrassoment i cducationl centresy

*  Are there measures to deal with e edecition of irls
arsl women thal are refugees or displaced persans®
Are theee special Jaws to procect their nghis?

* Is there 3 national literscy program aimed we adule
women?

C. Access and changes in educational Practices and
curriculs content

* What steps have been sken o Promote aucess Lo
education for all women /gitls (patticularly rural,
minority, poor and indigenous women/ sy

* Wharchanges have hoea made in educatonsl practices
to promote cquality? Ilave rhege been propsals
change curricula contents? If sa, where they
implemented?

* Is there an effort to change eduaction equality at all
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educational kyels and sectorss Which sceiors or levels
are responding?

* Is there » unil within the Fducagon Minisery thir
focuses solly on wirlss education?

* What effors are being madi ro promote fiseareh snd
duta colletion regaadiog worren’s cducations

¢ dsinfromanon on the labor market aned tratning easily
accessible 10 woowm>

* Compulsory Fducation?

Accosaloandconmo!Nam:aIRasoumesand

Environmental Security
Women plazy « role in mangring navural sesanrees, and

have exeensive ki wledge of the waceer, land. and encryry

supplies thais psain henscholds wnd cormmunines, Yor
women'’s lack of Jand teaure or inbetitance fighes, as well

A8 thzzent trends such ws water privatisation, nacrmine

their ability ra own, mzrage, use and consuryve 1hese

resources anil to provide for themsulves and their fumilics,

A Womien’s participation in decision — making
eanaiurg! rexources and environment

* How has the pertapasion of women i this secuor at
the nationul aad local lewel increased og voereasl
duting the past decide?

* Wha kind of pesiions do women have in decisiog-
raking hodics un eaviroament and napura IEEOUTCES
A govemmental und nan- ~governmental lovels?

*  Dlow are locil wonsen's inicreses represenred alnsaonal
and global levels?

* Txthere any success stodes on women’s Paracipation
in decisiun — making oa nucural resources wnd
cavironment availsbles

* What are the muin olstacies for women’s tull

purticipation?

Gender impacts odf degradution of teh

cavironmenr and natural resorces

* Please deserie the mast IMPLITAN: impaces of

degraiason of the cinvzonsent and natural eesources

with specific rufernce to:

Wornens work

Women's { and faniile’s) healsh

i Giels alaacton

™) Women’s income

C. Wornen's gt tor nalural Lesoarees, in particular
land, water snd hiodiversity

* Whal have heea main developments regarding
women’s land and water nghes snd inrellsc s PLOpITtY
fights over biodiversity in the past decade?

*  Deseribe the: main impart of svater Privatsaiion (el
pavatization of piise natur) LERILCES).

»

s

)' -~

-
-

B

*  How have women uzganized in Tespect mo this igsiuc?

Health
This question examines the extent 1o which

guvemments bave undectaken policies and prograrny that

FMSLe women and s access to aduquace and

camprehunsive healtheare service und miurmarion,

Paniular thir celated to muterna) heald, wnd HTV FAIDy

and waht obistacles cxist i thae effors.

A. asure women's access w quality and stiordsbic
healthcuce services sad informuation

* Dowonwn have aceess to qulity primary healthearey
Dazes accesy differ Lo minorineindigencies  poor
wornen?

* Is it genders seasitive and fully informarive and age
human rights and ethis] seandueds Ie iusedd vn ensoring
OOnsent

* Arc the special sveds of pids and adaiescenty being
mee

= Do progams, and  policies  address
cndronmental wnd oceupationa] heali hazurds?

* Wle arc the shstacles to full sad comprehensive
ACCess?

8. Iroprove maternal hesith

¢ Daowamen and gids have ful) acecss 0 infurmation
fefarding sexual und renroductive healds and gghits
and to quality Lumily Planging, pre-pregnsncy,
mregnuncy and post - partum services?

*  Haus the government monitured, vollecied daiy or
crsicred Lows and policics that specily addreess maeer il
hicalth, patticularly matcrnsl marality, tmochiclicg, and
abottiun?

¢ Are aitempis mads 10 discourage eaely marrisage
AMVNPSL *ONDE WOICH?

* Whar ace the olssecles #o fll and comprchensive
ACCLSF

C. Ensure appropriate HIV/AIDs setvice and
Provide protection o IV + women

¢ Are [UV JAIDS — relaced health seryices and
informaaon wvailalile o all women, incluling pregnan:
women ynd girds? 1 so, by are pgender — senvitive
arl aze women involyved i ke design ol servico?

* What laws and policies proic petson with IV
ALDS aganise aon discritmiation aad provide [V —
peaple with worvcenment benefiss

¢ What are the vbsarcles to full 2nd comprehicnsive
s,

Lawres

Send your reaponse Lo WEDQ :-
el 2.!3:‘.’973'0344"‘

iy ZI2-873.033%

MWW wenlo, arg
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Negative Cultural Practices that
affect our Indigenous Women

0 fune 2004-nine sx-circumetses

trom six Africun connreies

iDjiboud, Curnbia, Suithx-canary,
Iersys, Mali; and 'Lanzania) coneluled
che: Arsc internacona mectitie af
former circomeiscs, coavend b
eemabity nowe ia Naitobi, Keten from
3-6 lune 20014, Overeoming
challenging language burrers, the
woanen shated with cach other e
expErences of wansformacoen from
cirnmcisces who performed fiangle
graual munlaoon (FGM) 0 scdrsis
workisy: o ead FGM. Alrswost ali of
che ey ciroumeise weee moevated
lay dvwen theic knives once they
leurned of the wdverze heslch
censequinces causiad by che practce,
pazieclsdly tor women i childbih.
In some cases, the cealization that
FGM 35 noi a0 religinus requircrmentc
pf Islam alse played a role ia
sumeiocing ten 10 srop, Allhoush the
ex-circumnases tiscussed the need lor
and inpurtace: of Snding alternative
mesns ot livelihood, they allirmed
that they would never revert 1y FGM
fur income, One ex-cizcumcises
characirized the pracace as “tormse.”
Annther recalled with deep sottou
girls she had cuc hemorchaging to
death, Several wx-circumcises
expressed their view that thar FGM
could be eliminated,

This historic gatheting of ex-
cirurncisers formed part of the third
annual internations] mecting of
Equality Now's fund for grassronts
activism o end FGM. Aciivises” form
ten Aftican countoies participatc in
the meeting, which focused this year
on the 1ole of ex-circnmeisers in
ending FGM. Last year's FGM fund
mecting focused on the need for
wvolvemeat of men in the camping
against, This yea, the need fot Tows
against FGM and effective law
enforcement was emphasized and
articulsted by the activises as «
commaon gaad, The mesting nored

Sambury Fnnong: Wiimery ot Avciuve Fost, Sambung i ¢ melig fistaming fu Wiseussions

LM NaGobd 2802

that 28 wwarencss of the daswers af
LOM yrrom imore pueds ase running
awuy from 'he practice sod seckine
ke proteeion, whic: ther asc niceq
clenied. Same cowrnties. sacl as mail
and Frhiopia, 51l do ant hsve laws
agzinsr FGM. Oidzer enurtdes such
a8 Tanzeniz wnd Guines have such
faws bul Bl to implernent then, ‘Lhe
reenng discnssad the celalive ments
of penalties vatying 1n scverier an
reersmized e need for suntences and
finey severe enough o derer
Pracngoncs,

The need for greater Tunding of
the mavement to end FGM was
highlighted by che meeting. The
imporeance of rcaching our to
religious leaders and dispelling che
maay myths loked ro the practice of
PGM was also highlishred 25 an
emengog prionty, sat oaly with
tegird t0 Islvm but alvo with feard
to animist beliefs 1o Africa. In
revicewing the progtess o Lhe
campuiun oo dare, It wes noted thit
over the vears che wark of NGOs
had steadily incressed public
awarencss of the dangers of FGM,
and thut many tmoce peoply, women
and inen, aee speakicg our against the
pracrice, Lo Somalia, for example, on
mternationsl women’s day {murch )
20,001 women and vousng people

took 10 the strecis In eighi ciies accos
(e Connery, it rhe Hrss naconally
caardinated public actios aginst
FOM.

Louality now is an iswrhanonal
human rghts SZNIZAUO Hhis wodks
to prorect aml promore the civil
peritical, ecoreymic and soeial rights
@ gols anl women. Faualiy: WOWS
Women  Aciivn  Network s
comptised o maore thas 25,000
ofgunizenons und individuals is rmase
than 160 countries.

Galkayo, Somalila

L am Ilawa Aden Mohamed {nom
puntland state o Somalia, 1 am the
Fxecutive Director of Gulkayo
Education Ceater for peace and
Deselopment, which is 4 womun's
orgenization fixaused on educaion o
girls, women and youth. (IRCPD
provides integrated literacy and non-
formal education for women and
gitls in eight slistoces and fourween
¥illages in pundand. GTCPD plans
implements female teacher traning
and capacicy building for womea's
organizzgons, lewdess and my '
Wi taise awareness abour TITV AATDS,
civic and peace edusation, hurman
tigghts, wWotnea's giglhny, leadership and
decision-making, GLCPD
collaboraces amil retaracks with civil
socivry organizations in Somalia,

BB Mamants "y



Somali Diaspora, regional and
internaconal onmnizacons, donors
and UN agencies. The GECPD
mandare includes teaining and
alvacacy to stop ull forms of FOM,

FGM is devply entcenchad in
Somali cultury. Many interventons oo
raise awareness were iniciated by
Somali womea. In tmrch 2004, on
mrernational women’s davs 180
womens NGOs. CB(s and
WOMENS SUPPOLE graups Lrganzed
the *NO FGM™ dunansteasion, (he
lirst o s kind in the history 1 rhe
eampagn agamst FGM in Sorrali, 3
women’s  umbrella  networks
organized parallel anti FGM marches,
WATWA in pundand, NAGARD in
Somaliland und COGW(T from
south andl central Somula, e
200N women, yowh snd childeen
ware out 10 b street o 8 towns-
arswn, bosaso, galkays, I argevsa,
Mogadishu, marka, tas-anvd and
batun. The sbove 3 umbrella Ngi( )=
nitworks planned, shared resounes
and nformation,

Ie weas in this March har for the
frse tirne high — level dedision-makeres
Iully participated ins the and — FOGM
campagn. Women’s groups were
appreheosive about the risks invalrad
i orgamizing such large — scale
drnonsezation. Bor it was 2 minle
that all the Marches went aboue
smoachly without any fisk involved,

Bringng chang: to stop FOGM
reyuires resources xnd comumidnent
form the grwvernmeat, civil saviity and
at the level of familics, something
that does not exist today, Bul we
activists are warking hard to
rransform i same and we hope daat
vae day FGM wall be clirminated i
Somalia.

We a5 a0 organizacon are part of
the anti — FOM movement in Africa
acd incernationally. The FGM Tuad
has btoughe proups from 11 Alticn
Countnes wopcther from che pust 3
YUArs to revicw anc — IOM programs
4ad la shace respanses from
gaveriments, communities, and other
civil suciery memhers. We have also
sssessed climination stratgges for
successes und  chalkinges and

opporiunities as well as constrants for
mplementing  FGM prograo.
Fquality Now makes czucial
networking and exchange of ideas
wathin this group possibile,
Tanzania

Female Genital Musladon (FOGM,
alzo &nown us female creinncision,
is prohilited by faw in Tenzania 'The
law s not effectively enforeca,
however, anl the pracoce of FGM
conunues apenly, In some parts of
Tanzania, mass circurmcisions are
carrivd vutin which thuusands of givls
are genitally cut ar the samc time,
generally in December Lo Docember
1996, weeording Lo reports, of the
3,006 seirls weho were cue in one such
veremony, twenty mels dicd form
medical ertiplications. Refurdng to
a simiker ceremony 10 be held in
Decianber 1998, citcumcizer Matia
Magwaipa, was quoted in rthe
Tanzaaian Daily Mail a8 sayirgs ™ Je s
too ke for the Governmment o scop
s vitcomeosing warmen chis scasan,
They shoukd huve done that cardier,”
Despite Ui sppeals form Favalior
now and ocher government ol
Tasrzunia  has  allowed  theso
Sireymcision conanonies o proced,
and deapin: the public defisnce of
arcumeisers such 2s Muria Magwraiga,
0o action has been sdeen oo hold thern
sceountable under the law.

TGM s practiced in varions pares
of the vountry, including among, the
goga people in centeal Tanzania.
Recendy, a 78 year — old gopo
drcumeiser from the Duoderna Rural
Disiricr, Nvangadule Kedi, defencdod
FOM pobliche o an interviens postid
om the incesner in Mav 2001 by the
African Church Informalion Secvice,
she explamned that the: procedure tnak
tilicen or toreaty minutes, depetiding
on the sharpmess of che knife, and
jsafcd FGM az “ a rin: of passage
foz girls o womanbaod, Erooming
arud eesining of colrocal walucs thae
tincaia domestic stabuity within the
community.”™ Clder women Like
Nrangedule Kodi reportedl maisiin
that they would vat allowr theit e
relatives 1o tarry uncircumcised
women an’ not polite and are ovee-

sexerd,””

FGM 5 alio practices by the
Maszai peaple 1a the Marvgoro
Region. According 1o the ‘Lanzanian
legral wnd TIuman Rights Centre, loca?
moverament officials have issoed
statensenis wazinst FGM lut there 12
00 goversment follow op, ‘The local
church fntervencs in yume cases, lial
necordiag 10 the local bishop, cvin in
cases whete children have bled to
dearh na one is charged. The legal anu
Humnan Rights Centre investigatid
one case 10 Moroporo, 10 which thres
s £an vy form dheir father in the
summer of 1999, ia a despurate effor
16 save themselves from the praciicy
of FGM. They fled to a local church
for protuetion, and scveral pascoss
ook them o the nwarest police
station, 1o Maiombo, Racher (bBun
protect the girly, che police srreseed
oae of the pastors, as well xy his wnfe,
for having taken cusiondy of mugor
children, The psstor was besten
severely in the presence of Bis wafe
and asked to confess thar he had
sapeil the jads. The three guls were
taken w0 hospilal for an examinatian,
where it was comfirmed thai they had
not heen maped. They were then
turned over by the police o thair
father, who had thumn droameiscd the
next day aml marned within x mogth,
one 25 a third wife. The three pitls
werc anxd 13 and 14 4 the dme. One
of cthem iz already 3 mother now
When the legsl and Homan Righes
cenue inrerviewed one of the gitls,
she told them haw painful it was 1 o
her that even the pofice aadd the courts
could oot holp thens in their effors
0 save themsehes from the genii
mulilsion, Subscyuendy, however,
after the legal und Thuman Rights
Center submiteed its teport on the
incident 1o che authoriries, the voung
girls chanped thelr versions of cverirs
und saxd they did not wani ta pursue
the prosceution of their father

In 1998, the parliament of
Tasvzania amendal the Peaal Code
specifv prahibic FGM. Secdon
169A(1} of the sexual Offences
Special Provisions Acr provides s
anyone having cusrody, charge of wire
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of a o under eighteen vears of are
who causes her o undergy FGM
commuts the oifence of cruelsr o
children. The penaley for thus offence
is 4 term of impasonment and e
fine, LThe law also provides for the
pavment of compensation by the
perpelsator 1o the person againsc
whom the affence was commitoed.
T addicon o having passed iis ouwm
ferwr agaznst I'GM, Tanzania iy o parey
o vadous inweneaional human oghts
treaies that mandate the prowection
ol @irls from the pracices of FOM
including the Intemnaconal Coveanmt
on Civil and Palitical Rights, che
Larcmational Covenanr on D:ooomic,
Socizl and Cuoltaral Rights, the
Conyennon on the Elimination of All
forms of Discriminatinn Apainst
Women, The Craenentiunon the aghts
ol the Child, and the Afican Charer
om Human and Peoples™ Righis
FGM razes dilletent forms in
different coutetics: the prweal o tozal
remanal of clirons (Clitondectomy),
the rermoval of dae entire clitoris wndd
the cottiag of the labia minona
(EXCISION), OF in ks most sxcremc
form af remaval of 2l extcrnal
gnvirulis and the stisching logeibur of
the owo sides of the vulvs, leaving
caly a very small varnal openung,
(infibulasicms), Tr is esdmared that
more than 130 million girls and
women around the warld have
andergone senicl mutilagon, Acleasc
2 milliory girls every vear | 600U every
thay, uncat nsk of suffering FOM. The
coteng, which is generally done
wachont ancstheriv, muy have kfelong
health conscyuences incliding cheonic
infurzson, severe pain dusiag urination,
menstruation, sexual ntcrenurse, and
childbirth and psycholodonl oauma.
Some girls die forms the culting,
asually 4 resule of blecding vr
mfecnion, An extremac (Orm of the
manr tzaditiana) pracrices used
around the werld to envr women
indcpeadence the equality, FOGM is
defended br both men arul women
in the culnares where it is prucoced as
a e ol passage snd a social
proteyuaisites of mardage. I is wsixd
far control sexvality by salcguanding

gty and sappressing sex o) desiee,

Laws agzinsl Femnsle Geniral
Muilation

Femnale pemtal mutlation (HOGA,
Wlso knovn 25 a diticrenl fotns in
differenc forms known s femasle
circuwmeision, takes different forms m
diffenmt oouneres: the pareal or otal
remaval of the clitaris
iClitOBdCCWTI}'}, 1he rermsvil ofF the
entue clivoria sl the coming of the lsbea
minnrin fuxersion). O 10 i Mo3L
uxterme form tae reooval al all the
external penetalia and the stitching
rogether of the two sides of the vules
tintihulasdon), Tris estmaned duat mnrc
than 730 million gads and women
around the world have unidureone
gemieal mutilaion, Ar Teast 2 nullion
gatls overy yeur are ac nsk of suffering
FOM. The outang, which s generally
dune withour ancaibeiie, may have
lifelong health conscyuersas nclucding
chzonic inteation, wvere pain dudiag
uritiition, meastruation, Sexual
intercouzse, aad childhisth, snd
ps?chological zum Sone die from
the cwsing, ususlly s result of bl.cedmg
ar nftction, FGM 15 a fuadamenial
humun mghts Tiolaton.

FGM 15 practiced in ar least 28
countrics i Africs (Bemn, Buckina
Faso, Camerovn, Centzal Alrvice
Republic. Chad, Coie 19 Tvory,
Democratic Repablic of Conpo,
Djiboud, Rgyp, Fritrea, Echiopia,
Caarnhia, Ghaoa, Guaea, Guinca
Bissuu, ‘lanzama, Tago, Lgandid, ax
well as 1n ladenesia, Yinen, in o feor
communivies i other pares of the
warhl, rasdy in Azia asd in counmics
wir African mmaigrant commumitios,
Many other countrivs, including those
that rcecive fmmigrancs from
countrics where FGM 15 practiced,
huve gutlawed or are working
towards outlawing the prucdes,

The mlvmmsnan conmined w this
sulimary is curesat as of April 2004,
FGM — Summacy ol st & woumtry
lsrovs,

African Counrtries with faws
against FGM
*  Homin — DGM specific law passed

in 2003

* DBprkina lam — FGM — specific

S8 Namadic News

aw passad in 1994

»  Cewwid African Ripublfc — FGM -
specific presidential Decree issucd
in 1995

¢ Com D" feory -~ FOGM - specific
lawr passcil in 1992

* Disbons - FGM — specific law
contained in the Peaal Conle: sine
1995

* Ghane — FOM - specified law
passed i 1094

¢ Goraes — 'GM — specific Inw
coatined o e Pensl Code since
1965

* Nempe FGM - specific law
cantarned 1a che Children At
passed . 2001

« Niger — FOM
passad fn 2003

¢ Niuwra — Dedesal law pussed in
2003* and seate faws in Filo, Ogren,
(Cross River, Osun, Rivers. Bavelsa
and under discussion i Beaue
Stang¥,

* Semeyal — VOM
passed in 1990

* Jawgamia  FGM — specific law
prassead o 99K

* Tope — FGM —Specilic liw passed
in 1998

African counities where 1'GM is

practiced butr no specific ant -

FGM faw

o Camernon

* Ramwcrain Repodly of Congo

v Hop - Decres by the minisior of
[Tealth passed in 1996 byuning
performance of FGM in hospials
anu clinics

* Fnies

. Efi'iqbfﬂ — Praft Pensl code
conuins anli - FGM provision.

s Cramboa

*  Conineg — Bisray

specific law

S]u.r.iﬁ(‘. law_

o Lriersa
o Mad

*  Mawrianis — Ilospitals harrad
from performing PCINM*~

o Swrra Lecnne

o Somaka

= Mwdar  Minister of Health /
Muedical Connal Decree m 2003
banniag medical pracritiners
from patlorming FGM

*  ligende _No FGM - speciiic faw,
bur the 1996 Children Statote
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includes provisien regarding
armiul castomars praciices

Countries ourside Afrfca wirh

fuws against FGM

o Auirala - no federa laws FGM
— specific Jaws in G states
terprrics: Capital Lerritoes, New
Nauth Wales, Naraern Territory,
South  Aastralia, lasmania,
Vivloaa

= Brfuus — FGM — specific Jaw
passixl in 2000

s Cuwada - VGM - specific law
passed in 19UV

o Denmark - FGM - specific lawr
passed in 2003 in pelarion o takirg
a ¢hilll abroxd 10 uodergo FGM
and existing pensl code pravision
appbeable w domesuc coses

o Fime — Penal code scctions o3
mutilation have been used ta
prosecate FGM cases

o Ceermany -No PGM —zpecific law,
hut existing lepishaion has been
consideged adeguate

v Npghsriange — No PGM - speafic
law, but existing legaslation hay
licen considered sadoquare

o New Zoglowd - UGM  speafic law
pussad in 1995

o Normay — FGM — specilic law
passed 1995

o Navdsw — FOM — speaiac fuderal
Jaw passed in 1996 wnd IGA
spreific laws passrd in thu
following 16 staes: Caliinenia,
Coloradn, Delaware, Illinnis,
Murylacd, Minnesata, Nissoutl,
Nevada, New York, North
Dalers, Oregan, Rhode sland,
Tennessce, Texas, West Viegiala,
Wisconsin

o Tiwisd Kingawm — FGM — specific
lsw passed in 1983 socl replaces!
warh e bawe in 2003 to incesase
pecalties and to coves chiklen
yaken abresul o undergo FGM.

o Yoo — Decree making it dlegnl
from hcalth service workess to
petform FGM passed in 20601

Ethiopia
Walmara community <discusses

ieas to enfoges duclatsoon 1 end

FOM
AL Walrata, U kn sucside Az

Ababa, where HUNDER, a locu

organizadon  that
‘Wr.\rl.:.\ in cht’ (h'omix
peginn, recenth wanled z
year loniL Lompaign 10
ending  FOGM, 28
members o  the

commiunity mel for o
one-duy thoeang o 23
September orgaived
by HUNDER ta

Strafegise on ways 1o
ensure chat

communicy’s public
declaration an DGM is
sustalned, Severalichss
were: loated hut the fist
panciple proposcd was
ihat group mermbee’s
wed as role models fis

the community in that
they would publicly
reaffirmn (hat the no
onper onasmased sl
The groun suggested 28 & Frst. step
sesicriap, famities wath gitls ar tisk
of FGM. Then cach groujs sembid
would be assiymed o manitor #
Gluster of lanulies, keeping regular
contact with them, sivisiog them
againse caryying out FGM and
teminding them ol the duclacacon.
The group would also empower
visung peonlc (zids andd bavs; anl give
supprrt to girls faced with FGM.
Other iless proposed mcluded
(ucning cifcameiscs 0o AcUvists,
snconraging activilist youth o
influcnced ather young people to
oppase the praciice arul OIPANIZING
pablic forums for priess, shois’s aod
doctors 1o inform the community
whaut the harmfalness al hee precoce
and the tact that no religgon coadurcs
ic

Lleven Keble’s make public
demoastraion denvuneing FGM

A public declagation 1 end FOM
by the eomepunitics of eleven Kebeles
fareas) of the Kedida Gamels 1isencr
ol Kembaita & Temboro zome of
the Southetn Lchinpia Navions,
Nationalices arel Peoples Regaon was
held on 25 Septcmber 2003, Lhe
Kvenr, ssid to be the fst ul 15 and,
was organized hy community
advacacy pmoups whi were rruined

Agnes Pureyio Nasars, N, it adavvate 2gainst FGAL

and empowerad by the Kembaila
Women’s Self-Help Centur (KM
and was atteadel by close o 700
members »i the gleven Kebeles —
mosily gads vf differesst ages but also
men, bovs and women, A coupl af
elders spoke st FGM, lollowed
hy a womag’s represeniauve.
Abavenesh Adore, un wnetrcumised
gid, iben spoke, zepearing how priud
she was 1o be uncircomeised ancd
asked the crowd i they weore aot
happy for her. ‘10 all speskuts the
corssl jolned in shonting back “no
more FGM?, Ahayenesh Adore sl
heg sister, Dankesh, also yatig a songe
asking ghe community not to shaghiter
wirls like cows but o swve the m form
LGM. The inithuive has nspised other
communicr advocacy groups who are
pecparing theis corrmumioes, in thas
case 1 the Kachahiva Waoreda
{dayrrict, to juin inz public declamrian
ending FGM Kachabica s where the
yonagE Fuhiopan o waple, G Ciacom
and Addisic Abosie (highlightel 12
previous issucs of Awakea) hsud 2
public wedding declanng howr bappy
ther wen: Iog dhe hride to hemacmog
uniciccurrsiscd. g

Sourcs: Zgualssy Nos;, 25 Septembsr

2003,
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Nairobi, Kenya. 15— j5+ September 2004

€ the conclusion of 1he internations] comifchnce
o O, devaloping » political, legal and soeial

TNt Uy implemcnt g i 4DRk proteeol” ;
ar the invitation of no prace without justice, che
wovernten of Kenvg and jhe asociution of media
women 1 Kenyg IAMWIK), with the sechrucal suppor
of ATDOS Onzaized widin the fracnasrk of dhe STOP
FeiM camprign™ and fuppare by CTDA GESP wad
UINICEL joinaly with the Sweedish Koverunenl, the Siprid
Rausing rmusi, che French erabuaser and €FI7, in Naivbi
fom 16-18 September 244

T- Emphasizitgriher mose A facan and Aeub connsics
ativcted by the praciice of FCGM have bren presuntar the
Nawrobi internutiona conferunee on fum in e trom oF
Lroverament wnd civil gioxcier ¥represcotatives, iopether widy
paracipants feom other counuics, muking i1 y wiriqu:
SPpoTTusitr for dislogue and exchange of information
conceming how hes dewlopa political, fewal und siceal
Iramtwork for the abandunmen of fim, with 2 particulys
Focus o the raificasion and implemeacstion of rhe
Miupuiv protocol an wormen’s Aghts o the Afnean chacter
ha proples’ and humaa tighis tomether wirh af othes
Wrnational insraments concernmg burm il pructices:

2. Recogmizing thay invilizalle Participation of Kenyy
actars buth in da: Nairghi incernational vonlerence andin
effores o hring an e 0 FOM, as evidenisd hy the
PaclicIpation of moee thar 60N representarives of vl
soudety and Governreens foom all over Kenpa,

5. Recognizing e Africas and Seab conniries ure
at different stages in (e flrugide apainst FOGM and
fecogmzing in this context, 'he role played fy the
woverament of Keayx in speathenling the nrocess, wnd
I pasticular welcoming rhe declirsion of

H.L. Muvni Kibaki, Presiclent of 1he Republic
Kenva, read by Hop Arthur Muody Avor, vice president
of thy Republic, of Kenva’s 1nmnting 1o Wkt owrands
ratficaton of the Mapuie Protocol;

4, Rea:gm}rhg that the steugude agrainst FGM is nese
the speciul agends of « fewe people, buris an i ipoltanl
reganal and Blobal cogecrn:

5. Taking noto of the gesulss oblained by ik themaric
sessions, the quality of th: conmibutions by the spealers
and all the Participants, 25 well ag the mast valnalsle
techtical contnbution Py exXperts on issucs related taliCe,
all of which have msade the successiil outcome of e
conicrence possible:

6. Refterares the mportance of (e internznong] ¢
Stop FGM? Appeal, Bunched on 10 Decernber 202 and

signed by Afticna Pirse Laddies and 4 pumber of ather

intemational pessonalities, 4y well as e Prograr an) =

Zero Tolerance tw FGM? launiched by dhe Intce Afvican

Commitice 1AC) on 1y February 2003 and Lair endosod

BY the 1Tnited Nudosns:

” Appreciating ind thanking the organizers for i king
the injgasives o convene this Incerninanad € niCrence in
Narobi amid CXPIEssing upprociation jn Particular 11> che
Assuciation of Medis Wornen in Keayy AMWTR) in
callaboration with sivil socieny OTRANZANONS and the
Govorpment of Kenva for the warin welcome roosyed
 Naisohr and for ensaring o besr working condiicns
tor the mcting:

Y Thunking he Eponsors and ocher ooatributors fue
Pronading the resouees fiyr ehis Intersation.| Crmference
and iry follpw- up. which enzbled thesc Ceitical sliscussiong
ol he shating of experiences and whormenon to ke
Place in 2 settityr ghye facilitared apen dial e
Fs 2he etz Berlry dsodars Mot
4 “The Nairobi Tnye-nagiogal Conference on I'GM i Qe

of the Ley sieps in an enuoing commitment rg

recopmize 1M ag g polineal, oo IROINIC, social, culiueg
and human rghes issne, mplementing thy Opiratiog

PALts of the Caing Declaranion for the cimingtarn of

LGM, wdopted ar ike ¢airn Confervace on Tepal

Tools for the preventon of Femule Ceqital Musilarion

of 21-23 June 2003
B The praciice af [(M i a violation of (he rights of

women and gifls and an assavl on their bumar di Y

4t has ne busis in any region hat ingeead degracles the

status of women and deprives women and suls of
their basic hymarn oghts. Fforts far the. abandonmeny
off FGM should b anclertaken so a< to sdnfice the
facy that TOGM is 2 human oghts issuc und 4 poligeal
issue; in parcculae, public informuaan and educaiion
un ke praciice of [\ should ztress hunun rigius
and polincal solunons, 2 medicalisation o the practice
ubscures the problens and preveats the developnient
of elivctive, long- term salutions. Mudical

professionals in purticulay should reject 1'GM ung

recopnize the problem as 4 violatiun of the humas

figghts of girls and women,

. The Mapto Prouscol, adopted by consensus be the
Heads oof State 1o the Alrican Unipp in July 2005 &
the most imporgan witiatives fipr the abanclonnyne
of harmfisl iraditional practices, especiallr arncle 3 oa
FGM. Ratificarion and sffcetive implementation of
the Protace] by al) Arican contres sod i rapid entry
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iams foree would he a considerabile step forward nos
iy for the sbandonmieant of DGM and the procction
of women and gorls ac ask of undegmaing ihe practice,
Tt also Foar women' righis and nler issues i general,

. Bearing 1 mind the bv-making gole af padiaoments,

Covernments aad the speafic role of Pan-Afdcan
DParfament andd all other Pap-Afvican bodies, vivil
snciers, incladinge mon-governmental onranlzations,
commuaity based ogganizaions, religioes leadurs and
all members of the communily, should sicess the
implications and benclits of ratificatton and
implementagon o the Mapulo Pruracul, through
lohbving, M provision of infrirmagon aml ouhes
appri|:fiate actvitics.

W, it parsaianits, bty veompend dar:

ll

’\

cl

ATl Adro-Arah States, as wll a3 other Staies conoernad
wich the pracuce of Fomale Genifal Mutltion, should
implement the (aigo Declaragon in an wanegraicd
manoer.

Tegislation prohibiting FOM hay w moral fore: and
an edutasional smpaet thar ciukd provide an effective
duicrrent. To this end:

Membser States of the Afcean Union should implemem
the provisions of che Mgpuooo Prsincol en FGM 1
their domesac lepsladon;

Siares oot members of the Afcoan Union shadld alse
snuet lepislation prohibiting LGM hased on the
principles ol Article 5 of the Mapum Priincol to
enhanee aeir vwn domestie: legislanon and 1o suppart
the efFors of the Aftican Union;

Aruls couprries who ape ool members of the Afrcan
Laion xhowld call uppon the Amlb League 1o nchide
tarmral practices i rhe Azab Charice for [Taman
Raghts s a regional mechaniv lo protect the bumin
righis of women and rls.

Comprehensive Tegislacon prohibieng FGM muss he
enacted s, where it is aleady mlapeed, approopriace
steqrepics must be implemesned wo ensuncils effective
enforcement, inciuding capacine buflding of «ll rulevant
acnors, Such strargics should developed in consultagon
with she relevant actors, including law enforcement
officials acd <vil sodety, in order to tnsuce effecrive
and caonsistent public informalion and slucadon,
pat ticulagly in teems of Milorouop whiooves perfarms
UGM, includiay hexlih pwr'msinm.ls and traditonal
circumcisers, that perfurming DGM gives nse to legeal
and prolessional sanciions,

I implerneniing e reluvans provisions of the Vhapuuo
Proracol, membur States of e Afocan saios ane
ather should adopr « broad hused consultative
proccss, inclwling non-pavcrament prganlzation,
community-based organizadon, religious leadess,
metnbers of 1he community and aither. Whure
appropriace, goveriments shauld seek reehnical
wssistance fram organizatons aml bodwes with

particular gxpurLise in ineorporating internsarional
abilipatierns i mational legislation eclated 1o wOmer's
Fghs, is parricalas the condemnstion and pashibiton

of CGM. The prahibition on FGM should be

imeprated intey broader legisiation aldzessing ather
sssues, such as  gender equalicy;

Tratecdun {rom of vieleace against women and
childriang

Women’s repraductive healdh and righes;

Children’s rights.

5. The st of law should Le one component of 2 multi-

G.

disciplinasy snproach so sinpping the pracnce al
FGM, Fur the sucasssiul abandimmens of FGM, there
praals to 4 caommon arad intepratd approach 1o
addressing FGM and to finding sulutions for
cambatng the pracriee and ro effect long lstag
bebavintal changzers in society. Pubbc infirmation aoil
wlucaton mmpaigns shouid be undertaken so 25 1o
involve as many poople sy prssible and w0 enhape:
awnership of sstegics and acrivities aimed al the
ahandonment i FGM by <11 Asfiacans.Ta addition 1
ihe provision of informaton w the geaersl prablic,
thise groups arsl individuds wrho requite parmicitar
informsting abos FGM should be wargeted at,
inclaling, those al rsk, parcnes and thuse wise wouhl
practice FOGM, ineluding teadinional clecnmeiscts, clan
eledurs and mua, a3 well as heatth care providers.
Acadeniic institurons, as they age cequesicd by the
Tntcenations] Conference on population and
Deyelapment JCPD-Caww], shawld be reengnized fir
the kaowdedige 2nd exportise they can provids: in the
implernentation of a social sl pobccal crvitonment
far the eralicaton of FOGM

: Girls and women who are willing to refissc tn nadena

FOM, for themsebves or (o duwir childten, and regioas
and commnity icadess who are willing w take & firi
srand sizinat the practice of FGM, such ax thase who
bave. pledged ra mobilize aganst FGM dunng this
Confermee, need ta be supponad and envouraged,
In wklidon, support and encounymement shoull be
coavincicl o do s, i order 1 chunger the petception
in many countrics thar men in counrics abfecred hy
PGM are n favour of the praciice.

Praggams vf rehabilitation and counscling for victims
of FCGM zhould be: implemented, in particular in cecms
1ol health services, legal sl judicial suppoct, emoticonal
and paychological connseling as well a5 vocagoral
1raiminy, Gosverament, civil sacicwy, faith based
ongnivations and membders of the commmunicy shonld
wors toppehier i the developmunl ol seratesics and
i the provision ol snch services,

Governmints and intermagons] setors should provade
pelivical suppent and, when: possible, finungial resouree
oo empower NGOs in their situggle t stop GM.
Goveraments i parsculut should eonsider allocating
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allocaing rexouroes in the natonal budget and witking
with cvil soclery tn the implemaniacion of straepnss
tor the abandonment of FGM. including theaugh
callsboration 1 public mfarmadion wnl wlucation
acoviges” In addition, povernments muse snsuee that
nationd NGOk are able to pursue their accvitics freedy,
1 States affecced by FOM shauld fisrmulsee & national
plan al scrion for the eradicanoa of 1GM with dme:

hound objectves. Plans should b formuletes] wnd
mnplemented Brough a participatory approach
inverlving for the implemeataton of the plan of action
LThe African wnion shauld assipn tv the Afncan
cominission an the nghe of the child and e
relevanr bodies the responsibiliy to monitor
impleimcristion of the commitment by stares patics
of the abacdonment and cradicaion of FGM, g

Empowering Indigenous Women of
Africa: The case of Nawoden — Kenya

By Nancy . Kireu

abaishu-¢ maa Development Network

INAWODENY s o Communmey Based

Organizaion situgted 0 the South Weseof Keonys
in Toitolkirok Division of Kajiudo Dismmicr. It is a
membership otganization founded by 28 women (1om
Kirnar, Trmbirlzani. Lzeleakei, Rombo, Kolu, Toolopon
and Lintonet locations. NAWODIN was set up in
cmpower Indigenous Maasy' women Unougk sducstion,
culture and cezoutee mahilizstion, The Maassl women arc
among v reost mangmnabized groups in Kenya through
cultural taboos that alicnaie women from mawnseeam
tormal leadiship and imits women aghts in fossession
of property. While women bave Titited sccess oo some
communal ownixd resoorees, deer are nok consuhid in
deciston maling oa social, caltural, snd economic
developaehit of thndr communis:

The Muassi women blee othes pasioralist women i
Kenya face senous challenges in the: development ficld,
Lhey are not allowed o vwn propestr and their
coasultadon on resource vse and management is Titnitd
as i is comrmolled by mea, Ther have hear cunfined ro 3
Fife uf silent participants in deviloprment sy their opiaion
is hardly sought by the miade dominaced society. Women
contribwle sigmifisntly 1o soaal development snd uther
socictal =oles and their efforts necd wi he harnessed fog
thu benefic of streng thening di: M commuaice human
resonece development s,

This alicnation dersches women trom coatmunal
(esnurees exposing them o masginalizeaion, expusuze to
poverty and deprivaton of their basic humaa tighis
including education atd heslth care, NAWCODEN was
established in order o mobilize Maasal women and hring
them closir v the deasion-making provess, NAWODLN
enpages o do this cwough cultures, education and
SCONOMIC CMPOWETHCIL

NAWODEN was established to advacaic for Mausa
wamen roles in social, political and economic
dispensanon, NAWODEN loundur members vealize that
by sidelining women, the Msasa) community hus

)

B2 Namadic Ny

continuously backoacked 1 developmont compsred o

the uther communiics
NAWODEN awes its estublishmeat 0o its celationship

with Indigenous Tiformanon Netwock (N wel the

Indiggemius Peunles Programs PP o8 1w World Conncll

of Churches qWCCL NAYODFEN first ucrvities achioved

in 2000 and 2001 was thrawsh s geanc from WOC-IPE

This grast was che firse to help the organization sesr

plas and brain sterm on what e vision should be for

the netwock. lodigenous Informaciun Nerwork played
cencial eole in allovation of ime in facilitating dic proces
and resouracs to NARODLEN to easure a suciess,

fn 2003 NAWODLN got support frum the LN

Voluatazy Laad tor the Tniemarional Decade of the

Words Iadigeoass Teoples to impleaent a projoct ki swa

a5 the Muassi Cultural and Resouree Cener. The prane

proved the Liaited Nation®s commitment to suppose the

Indigeaons Peoples world wide Ay 3 Womea's group, #

enabled us have = visibility, a step towasds 1he

empowerment of the Maasal women whin bad not even
known whar the United Naunn was.,

The Project was [o:

= Build rhe capacity of women (o ¢nuhle them
participate fully in developmontd provesses,

* Tnecresse the level of awarcness of the women In
vnderstanding their fundamensal human righis,

*  Promaote fie Muasal coltare theough documentation
f somges, savings and historical backgroond of the
Maazal people and,

*  Promowe inconw: genemsnng actnocs [on the women,

The follawing was achieved:

* A stategmc planning worksbop wey vonducted aad all
the 25 women pariicipusl in fe planning process. §
serategic atcas were idencified namely; Gisl ¢hild
cducation, Tlealth, Lavitoamen. & Culeore, Family
livelihuods and lnztitnonal strergthening,

* Pumsary suppoct o rescuerd gerly, NAWODLEN is an
advocae {or wirls education and it has bheen ahle o
it o number of gds in the division from eardy
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Lavy Nasiy, @ themter of NAWOLIEN irith Tsepthiine Niptunan fom Cnasman atending & consms onfrengy

WArOagEE. Some oF chis gitls are taken w buar
schcols and the burden of paving schon! Tt is left th
the wanem. 25 gacds {10 wirks 1n seconilary school acl

1% it primacy schonl) beaeted (=om this fand.

* NARODEN was able t?pun-}m.w. @ 3 acres piece of
land, This faswl is meant tor the cunscaaciian oF enloaral
muscum for promotion wnd education oF the Foulb
on Mussai caltuce andd heritagc. 1 will alsy serve as wn
neome genetaing setivity for the wormen, Tae women
buve slso saricd o collect anifucts to be displayed ac
e Buscu,

¢ NAWODEN ha: also parocioawed in @ awsber of
fnuctieges to moaicor the poojectamd also discuss (e
nlans,
1he projeet Pelp the members defiae wnd discusz

critically thoir vision and mission,

1 v e 1s better livelihoods for i incligrenous Mesud
womnen in Amboscll redon dwough cducation, ceonormic
cripowerment, and cultuzal devidopment.

The Miigom s empower 1 5: indigenous Massai women
to improve: their Gvelibaonls ard enhanec thedr edncacions
staidatils
o smaa odsecssvns for NAWOIN N 1z
* advocate Tor the importana of jad child cducation
* promotian of Maasal culture theough preserving, Use

positive aspects ol culmre and langugms for the bonefie

nf future geacritions

' Promote souio-economic surivities w increase che
1acomc levels of the women and

* strenptuming the capedine of women to soable thee
patticipate in development actviies

(idier actitities simdsriadon by 1hs propss werey

* woskshops snd meengs 1 educate the commugity
o the impormance of @it child education,

¢ guiding and counseling of gitls in schools and at
he TS,

. rescue  gicls
who ure forced ins
catly marpages,

B lothy snd
network with acher
Iﬁdipcﬁ-.’:us Women
orpanizations, NG(s
ated orhier institations,

* Lo Come
merstiey aciyvides and
. cxchinge visits
and sty mongs,

- NAWODEN
hopus o eagage inself
in Bacr Chilidhood
d{'?c-.'op:m:n? 3
progrant. "Ihis is atucr
atcnding 5 conlercnce
rmmnized by Christian
Children Fund,
Reraard Van leer Zoundstive and Indigenous
latarmution Network, Lhe participation was
encourazed and sponsired by Iadigenons Informadom
Nenwork 10 order to open door fur her actaork m
paracipaic and set up Fatly Childhond Rducstion
among 1be. members o conanrsge both interest and
promotian of cadilions! knowdedge learming agd the
prixervanon ol our coltoral languaes, NAWODFEN
will use pasi of its new home it i seteag, w 1nske 4
structiee where the yonag ebildren will be coche aad
fod. The FCD is a wivyue form of wlicscoen thal
lakes intw consideration the peoples culture and
Iracdicons and incomporaes them into the learning
srscem. NAWODEN will us: this opportunting to teach
the younyg children songs, il stemes w crahle them
undetsinnd che nchacss of te Maasal culture,
Income peactation is snother arca NAWODEN will
focus on. They bupe to do this theough conducring
market sutviws and already they have buen shle to
idensfy same potential tuvicets for thoir products, They
will alsiy seart a savieyss scheme ot the maasbers.
Girl child educarion: ‘Uhis is ongaing and more funiling
is nceded in rhis acvity as musre paels are visor awace
of the existence of the anmmzadon und therefore
@OTC are CUTALNY, 1 ixjuest for suppor,
Tnstinzoonal Buildivg NAWODFEN ideantiod the need
1f & waluntoes working with them to assisi. in shadap,
infornzaion and following up of issucs. An office
space wus gaven by the Amboseli Tsave Group
Ranehes Conservalion Associadon, This will ficlp in
TIRRTIAE COMILTICREOR Ay the proup mcmbers,
Lhe members will also participaze 10 workshops and
coaferiticrs by 0t wormen organiatins m be able
to learn from them. They slso sxpressed e need s
visic women in ather pasts of Kenva oo leaen from
their expericness. g

™
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Mariamu Lekisemon

From child bride to human rights fighter

en 12 vesr old Mariamu

Niusian Leldsemon, msin

stwesty FroMn an catly larced
marzpe, she must have sec sighrs ra
what she wanice] 1o do wich her lite,
And she didn't care shat ronmimge an:
al such a wodes ape posed g0 many
chaneers to ber life, pumicudarly hocaase
she made the deasion at aighe and
could not wadt for marming.

“1 told my hughand thac T didn's
wian marricd and was
therefore leavine” recalls Masisrow,
“He¢ called cldees to intezcept and
convince e raostey but Toreluged
hecause I wanted w0 go 10 schoul”

The sl thing abmousshe whole
business 15 that she had oot heen
meended
martage. T was onle informed aficr
the coremany stared.”

iy gcl

infurmed zbhoul che

Marixrno now, 25, is vory busy
adyacaung for Kenyans' human nghts.
She was alser i dedizeu: al the Kenya
C.onstimunon Review Conference thst
bis just coenpléied wridng the Dealc
Constmunon.

Arul i was ool an casy woad for
ber, Manamu, coming freirn \'Lxrig.u
Divisinn, in Banogo Discdee faced a
ot of hl)sﬁ]if}' when she siariced
advacating for the need for Kenyans
tor chang the Constinuion.

She came from an area that fully
supporicd the government of former
President Daniel arap M, wha waus
previously veey much opposed to das
Congsttution huioge charyroed,

Aldrough Mavamn was previously
a hasinesswaornan hetore she
advocanng for human nghts, she went
through asough path before ceaching
the stawe where now e Constiution
has Leen vewricten and is jusc waiang
to be adapred.

How did she get hooked into this
business of fightng for uman vighis?

“1 was wavited to 4 human sghts

started”

By Jane Godla

serminar and constimpon Rewes;”
Macame: says, “This is whor T knew
that there wete some aphts chat I way
enttled oy, yer Twas rar getling them.™

She clabovaces: 1 weas also made
to vnclerstasul abow the Constitudon
and why ic needed to be changed,”

Troweas adior this dhat Manamo swas
hooked becsuse she knew she could
help work towards chanpng the
Consdomrion for the peaple al
Kenya.

All this benon i 1996 when the
question of dhe need to cdew the
Comstitatinn came uj. She then
worked as an observer in 1997
dieong

“Immediately thercafer T was
appointed to co-ordinare several
OOT EOVETTIMENT DRZOSILIONS on
civic education for the Consomtion
Revden process,” says Matiamu

And wids that she started presching
the gospael of the need for 2 new
regmme and Constitution changee

Although she was sall doiag hee
sl husiness of s;'l]ing clahes, she
was consantyinternpted becavse she
bad oo atened many eivie cducation

Marioma {ebisamm mukag u pressmdiiod 14 9 uaniens confrence in Noiroby

it ancl minings — both ar
local aad national level — as the
Comstitution Revicw wenl into top
gear

lisening 10 Mapamu speak one
gers mesmerised ar b far sho b
meved. Alter ranning away from hes
forced sursisge, <she insistad than bes
tacher cake her back to schoal und
rietern baek the dower thar hee
husband had paid.

The okl man threatened and
cuesed Magamu but she was nae o
o be eowed, He even rejecced hes
and said she should st conmt hursalt
as hkis daughter. However he
eeentuully rerurned whae he had
ceceived from hos wn-laws and ook
Bix cuuptier buck o schaol.

She went through: Clume Prmary
Schoal belere joining Marigas
Secondary School. Te was not wasy
lcaening  because she would
ol:.ca‘,if_m:cﬂ}' spc_'.'ul sirrre nf Botne <ue
to lack of school fees despire
receiving o lede assisance lrom the
Catholic Church 1o her ares, She
everiuslly i w drop oul when she
was 1 1hird Form,

B4 N oamuic Nows
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The sayimg chatity beging at home
Weatked very well with Maciami, St
stazicd by firge makang her iy
awure abaut their nghis and the aeed
Iv change che conaition, Buc i wie
20l w5y once she moved ou of hes
fwrmals sictiog room. “People at lirse
rejected di: ides Pecause chey wene
worned abaur haw the Kano
gOverament  wonld Tespond.”
Mararu saps.

1 szarted by holdiag iz in myr
caurch and 1alking o chugeh
members.”” Manam sars, “Dar 1
could not g on Jur long because my
Priest was being theciteac and he
then seopped me from nsifng the
church.”

She the wenr 1 speak 40 prople
duting chivfs barazas hot they alsg
ngecied her becansce they wire afrid
of what the government was o
o do i chei,

“The atlonaisitaton suid thar Tams
bringing apposicon polii® to 1he
Hrea”

Thero were many limes when she
was vhasail awayr by police for
advucating for changy, 1 was wid
thatin Mol ywovernment | i talic
ghous consatacon chane acul human
rights™ recalis *asizrmu af BEr wors,
L wess ol to cake my THungmane
hesiness” 2o Nakuru and Nuirohi”

She then hael o I tactiosl, |
resortcd 1o asing books and cilenlis
to etuble puople rexd for themselves
Wit all this way ahous?

Manamu weent into gt lctirths
to achieve: her dreams. “T woruid mocs
preople fa a hotel pretending oo bave
tez orbaach while Tyeas actuzli v oelling
them alxsut ibe necd for change.”

I reachined a tirss whon 3f she yras
acem with anylxody (he podice woid
vome and chase Mer away Being a
cuchiest xlso gaye het the OPUITty
L3k w people. She alsa ok
advantage of women's MCTEY=-grah-
rannc) meetings.

Afeer bring harassd for « Loy
time, Magzmu opted to 1w fetrying
Peopie o Nakuru town, abaue 1N
Kilomeines avy o deach dwrn abont
Conantution Resicow

i;w #200400

“Tr wras ol wher Misi retired as
President cha people: reatised choy
were missiour a lon aad e they had
actally Iven deried iy nghr,”

Right now <he finds the
adninestation in Macigat seckin & her
pet Lo bring seniinars pn civic
education sad heman nights (0 the
o, *Factually pec sumpesed because
evan rhe peilice wunt o know shont
turman tighes.”

Muriamu i hapny thr peaph: ave
anw piving their views frech: about
the problems they e,

Ducing hessintas B8
a delopare xt che
Cmntitul.inn Loview
talics, Muriamu waz o
memhes of  the
fnance Comumirees, *f
belicke when RIVEN &
chunce vne can do a
ot she savs, adding,
“The onle problem i3
that thee wire 1o
muany ponnis

The whole process
was successiul despite
1he many inseroption,
ther weal rheourh,
Munamu s happy tha
they wers able 16 write
the Zesn Dirats, which
Ras buen alupted 1o

be Drati. Constitunon  Fiving t communiy in a fouad vk,

r Kenwa 2004,

After this_the rosrgmslized roups
e aow: recogmized. “Twas happy to
sec ull namez of Kenvan rribes
documinted,” she says,

Aboul women in gencral she
weiold filee 0o sue mure of 1hem ike
up leadesship positions starting from
district, hy natippal WP repinsm]
lesels. “Dhote is a place reservid for
worrien in gl hicrurchis, she SHNE.

However sho 15 sad thar,
ladigennus wiman might facu
difficulties due to fuck of suppiace
from the grussronts any thae thure asc
very fow of them who can vie for
SUCh {rsitiong,

“Indigenous wonwn nced m he
smpowered to seand oul as lexders
anl compte with oifer wornes 1

leairshup prosstions”

She Issmes ull these va the fce i
the indigenons womun i3 not
culnigsod to volugtoer in Jeadership.,
“Lhey hardly srand up to apeak whire
there aze reinogiies,

She hebiavey thar theee is hope fay
& hotrer Ll i ey volutirees o speak
it pablic:foruny, agend mect ngs ang
seinuns as well as practise leadership
fighe frvm the rrassroots,

Shewould also like 10 zee mose
lostipenons wrornes s night reipether
W eiable them be informed shoue

Fman aghts, the eonsituao wod
leaiezship skalis.

“This will waalile thern get ideas
abour Improvicg themselves
Magarny advises. *|'he Indig enaus
WAL MUSE aotne out wod srrupghs
ol comnete with other women wnd
0oL just viewr ihemsclves s wesk
wome.”

She wonld ake like to sue the
Indigenus woean cuconsanng their
davghrers w1 be brave sad moe be
fubjogared o living in fear and
sufferiog fraem wlriooly complex.

Now that she iz theourh with
revEnlnge dic Constintion, Mariamu
s she s gpolng o be very sy wich
e educatiom ceaching, the penple
abaut the diffeccrue beiwesa the new
Constiution and the ald one. ¥
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Partnership that brought two
friends together

a 1983 und 1986 s WONRDE Uraups st in
Kirauka Oloshoilwor and Ao aseas of Olashibog
sttuared in Newing, diszzinn of Kajizdo Districr, The
wamcn wha bagin these Frotps were for the mos per
ilhitcrate but wanicd to REL grouns puing to bulp (he
Carmmurary. One, tullad Cnguras (child), s Begun w0 help
senng people who had a chanee [ further educiaon,
Lheother grep, NEanygak ipeople whe try) was bepun
3% 8 Church: pronp 1 assist in the Church and in e
commuanity. Thesc fpn ETOups catne uyrether to work ss
ome urit alive an NGO, Mennanise Cenirad Commmittec,
effeeed ta assise and the wornea chose whai they kncy
50 well, bead wasle,
CC donasel sonwe beuds and e mua 24ups hegan

e wors ragether o 1990, [k Fhoun vonimazes wath its
OwR executive and bank aeouns andd each was regisrered
A8 self-holp Group wath Social Services. Back person in
cach group paid sozcthing 4o cieer the aroup sad rhey
o contribute somcrhs g 2mali o help others and 1 kech
their own warlc going, The 1) group chose 2 now nume
for their husingess hterptises and thys NAMAYIANA
was botn, Numayiana means, “blessed™ in the Mausa
langmace, Afer wreral SGempls, e new ymoup was lse
uhle o comvine Sensial Surwvices, thut, in fact, two UTousy
could wask rogether as one anil hael beon doing s for
me vears.  I'hey weere ¥ reEsitation [or
NAMAYIAN A jn 200) s 2 self-heldp wroup, Lach of the
W0 gtoups docs s awn () WIS 00 A8STSE its macrmbery ami
the enne community hut Namagiaaa togcther, headed
by the vhairiadics from the W0 groups, e civairlady fron
uHeh group, does ti: bead business.

Calierane Mutitivn, Co-sditmr aFday gz ey
Wemeler uf Gie oxients L),

i, Kahalt - ume gf e Ohair KeTARs amd

Mousivr far Plavoning, Prof. A Nynnes cisiting an v.oidhitiom
sfatid fur Naminaing Wanaws Grunp
15c beal business has grovatt acel each mernber has
mpsoved in beading and getting things dunc on time 20
a8 1o Eecp custymcry There wre 2101 praplems, as working,
with 112 wamen is no casy sk, However the positive
effvets of this penject an the Communty o cuwily be
sen. More children ane 1y scha 1L, the chiliires ure |
fed and vlothed, 1he women have been able 1o
themselves copbourds and things they wanied to have and
wven fix up their howses a9d i some cases, buiid pne,
This sroup works wieh 192 Wamcn 1 1his seri-and

area in die Disirict of Kajiado Neath, Nuong Division.
Ihe group has received helj> frarn Mennonice Cenirul
Committec for 4 nuniber of veses and alsn reeeived a
zrant fron the Ametican Fatlissy m build 2 stoac Rouse
for classes, reelings, sules roon and classroom, The

o i Women wore able oo maich ehe grant fromm the
Lonbassy writk: dacir PIORLS from sales,  The
group pavs sslaries 1o the [oeul penple eacly
mort. Thesi: salaries come froos the mroups
Own tunds and pavs workirs i the shop and
for the shap™ SECUtitY 2y mpht. The money is

alsis vsed wher the Lxoup teavels 1o do business
m Nairobi,

gllt

The group wants to e dne kpendent. in cerms
of inances 1t waats o Slare de
%3 ownund haz done s espucally
o ther business wich Tapm e
ussisted Ly

pending on s
AL Sme wrhen
SaLity bose, 1) was
the Kenra Cxpore Promution
. Council and the Japanese Lxturnal Trads
Orpanization o o 1o lapan and frum thos
craft fairs, ic neesivird vere lanre orders wihieh it
complited well and an dine and disl a Jor of

Pusiness. Mosr of the menmc feom these salis
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£oes W the womer while an ¥ peodit 35 used lor the
business, cither ws ron the: vehicle o i par the sabirmes and
da repairs, ‘Uhe vehich: 15 2 viral neeessity, 45 the caztomey
diez nas want 20 | watitinng while vou stay on the o
hoping forx possible vihicle 10 come or walk 16 Neong
town,

Sitated in the semi-and ans T 15 AWRTS SCALCE OF
resaurces. Warer is one of those searce Tesoutees in the
ares, Witer supply is bmiied and when icjs wvatlable, like
rize other pastoralise arcas warer for theirlivestock is pricrity
Thu: S somrecs aze over taxed and wiun deoupat sers 1n,
Pople have so walk for kuc, distances far fior warer cvin
foi' drinking, Whea droughi is extreme, the animals uften
have 10 e moved us asorther Iowwnon vausing disniption
in the family and expense,  Animals become wayk and il
aml rhet are guiny losses,

Namagians has tred i do the Licse to see il it wauld
solvy the problem b ir iz sill 2 1in in the woth for dae
women. They have o warer ank nesi s dh shop, wrhich
they wnut through their oyn svings feom beadwork and
fram the Menmonite Cenrral Commirtee. ‘{he group
deaded alzo ro sl g garden ro assist in food secuting

espedially luding deoushe spells. Unfortumately, it bas not

Empowering Girls through
Education ;e pe. ey

ducadon 15 the core and principal engine tor

development. A soual SOCI-Conanmic

divelopment of given nanon cunaol be sceaed
Withow commensurate Fuman resaurce deselanment,
Thus, educition is means for natien hudlding and pPoverey
reducaon, Likewize, lwsic Jrrimary educiton s the AMartig
potan for the guryne ! srowrh and developmeni of
humanic:

Giving pivls the chanee 45 hnsic printaty education is
empawesine therm w maloe wise decision on Ui lrves ther
wish to lead in thue furure, Itvestow™ on-our futre
genctanon on whom che susvival, stabilicr und
advancement morsl and crhical mesponzibility of every
citizery. This was the 1945 Elryersal Beclatation of [ s
Righis {As icle26), ane) the Subsequent ins, conveusions
and commimvents in the 19605, 1970519805 arsd1990¢
education as a' Listh fight to evers une.™

In Lihivpia nine ducades elapsed Licfoze the realizadenr:
of Lducation for al! was reached. Howcyver, the hopes
und aspiration 1o Universalize Primacy Tducation fuiled
b rmatctishize even at the davn of g 317 featuty, Highe
rriillion childres ¢ realy 60%%) st oF1ZS million Rave an
access oo hasie primary eduragon {4he munitmim essential
learaing nectls), Less dhas hagf +he aveeage for 2ub Sahuran

—
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Sucereded yeo due w luck of warer aml funds w fence
and pretect it fron, domistic animals, Thire is rwed 10
upgrade the: waicr yapply b ehanging h; taps whach wall
help is ey acvess us the wonien and the garden asd will
sase the workload of (e pasrozalist women, The ssl
avwer would b borchole on sie tha woulil secvs: not
sl the: praup mernbers, but alve a auaod puortion of die
loca! COnMIM Rl

Diespite al! the warer 2upply probloms and dic o Fecly
of drongt, Nacvuviana Woinea's grouy has seved und
worked lenrethor 45 2 ream and the metmbers belicve thay,
i onkr for the womea s concentrire on snarkering, and
doingr the cirdess, they s8ll nesd sonme 8SSISHNCE fo LmpTove
thedr business so 1hge thev car, in faci, provide lor
therelves, Lt estimated chat wbout LU o) the
appruciowted 3,000 propl in the srea sre diccetiralfectal
hy the work of (his sroup. They are keen to veatus in
other Incarme- Leneratiog acrvitics if G i cained for
the diversiticution ang siwaped axohilizacon, The sky
the it lor daeoy snd thew heipe is voe thae o day, they
will exadicsee poverey if only all thear childecs couk] £O I
schoal, g

Africa (MO, 1 9981 AND 67 acdulis are lireraic; unable
m read and wrire, The UNTCER epore by panked
Libiopla s 1w chind lag) rountme in the provisivn of
mmare edussoon in Sub Sabaran Afnca,

The situation is mny disturbing whon aac soks s the
disparity of educarion Uppattuaiiies with regard 1
epionsl, spsoal and ginder differimees, Among oihese,
the: mos: commun probletrs which hindecs the stiainmcnr
nf Univessa) Primury 1l ucation (UPE} ar: huge decrases
in rrollinent, drop onts, repeaiurs, ahyence uf alermale
imstuerional maccisls, Pavrlearting cnvisonmen 1, shotrage
of qualificd suff, alwence of appropriate lechoulugy
acute lismncial conserainis, ete, "I hese and other facuors
hinder healt: and socio economi: development of the
navion ar lacge Jlussein and P stlethusite, 1994) Apare
from iz, many whe complered their studies wre s2id a0
be functionally ilitecase,

Itis valikelv chay, dhe foiemal schoaling the povernmg s
alone caa respond o the din: basic education needs in dae
acar faiice in g councey like Fehiopia, Univeralizinge
pamary educagon is now argeted by the vear201 3 and as
ow lged in the educudion weror develupicnt prigram,
n the voming thirieen vears, fpecal attenton will e given
0 chuiczhle expansinns of quality hasic education.

a5us ¥ 2004:08



Bornutheless, the cusrent sisaacion cleacly ealls upem gereaccr
involvement of NGOs in devcleping aleernative
approackes 10 supplement the ¢ort of the government
#nd the Jarmal schaxiling sysrem in onder 1o achieve the
goa: of UPL by the vear 2015, Apsrt from these guneral
prablems of educarnon The: pastoralise commnnitics
mesiding in and lowdand arcas of the conary wito depund,
for their kvelihood, on lvestack Rushandry in thiy harsh
environment huve razely had the opparmaite of
Spproprate or even mudest srcess Lo development
iferventions. Health, educsrion, agriculoure, water and
ather caential sirvices are at basic Tevels when cornpared
0 the setiled hiphland azeas of die eintey in terms of
besth queertiey anel eualice. More alarming in this respect 18
that even dh meager seevices that do exist are, in most
vases, iteckovant 1o the agny ecological conditions of the
areza smd o the socin cultutel reslives of pastoralis)
communities Lor mstanee srnculimal extensivn sor vice
which iy the povernments luvorile developmen
inervention sad popalarin some kigtland arcus has dane
little L support numadie twrdle devclopment ss expressed
by representasives of redevant developinent ofganizanons
ire che atea. This is because fhe exicnsion Paukuge forses
on crops and techoigos sui%]e to highland sress with
Plenty of rinfall and popelsnoa wirh nmch backgraund
in farmming ceops, whick has Litd: relevance to asid lowdan|
wgra-ecological zone and nomadic popalation swich lirde
Farmins tadiciom snd mohile lile stvle dependiog e castle
reating, The few farmal schools i the acea Bive nover
ushzed curncula turtcularly reared 1o pomadic COMNITILT,
A8 w result of this noglect, pastorali=is remain one of the
st vilnesable population eroups in Lithiopia, 1 is onir
very recenily that discussion and awareness building an
pastorzlise adenisd development i Ethiopsén has Ixgron
emerging.

Education ia pastozalist anss Eollows the same paitera
a8 other devclopment sectors. Owverall education in
Erhivoia is inadeguate, Ia 1999, Lthi 1A was decermied
t Dave: the lowist prinune educution eorollment in the
worid withis & swstem of education characrerived by high
levels of inequity and disparity of all types (age, sex,
mangnal papulation groups live the disabled, pustoraliag,
e, In rhe pasiombst communities of Film Wiireda
eacoliment rancs for formal basic education are hess thar:
the: nacon:d averag:, 'The overall Cooss L Mmen Rate
(GER) for grudes 18 in 1098/99 for bovs was 5594
and 35.3% for gitls for a nstal of A55%, ! The ovimall
GLR of for Saemali Region was 8%.¢_ This suggnsts thae
enteliment rares among pasimslise ar even i mer as they
o not rradidorully have access o formal educanon
#ructures. Nor only is pastonilist childrea mermaalizd
thie 20 b lack of formal school mfrastructores, hev age
Ruther macginatized chue v the imheren: inflexibic and o
dowvn approach of farmal education pelicies in Libiopia.

Duollo Disiricts is one ol rhe thice Diziticrs tha

constine Liban Zone in the Somwli National Regional
State of 1hw: Federal Democeatic Republic of Briiopiz.
The Disirict has three seltloment ascis among which 1allo
Ado rown i« the major one. The weatlior in the Zane is
considerud ag semi aad witk annual ICTIPCral aTe rangings
bevwien 35°%c-40¥ and annual can full is less than 400 mm
The populiariuns are ethaic Sarmali whe wre pradaminandy
paztotilist andd dependiog oo a livessock production for
thede bvelilwnd with exception of limited fazmingr alonys
nvezhanks, Women who sre reasding in small s usually
depend on permy tading for their Grelihoods,

Thee tradigonal stats wod division of Labor regarlicg
the moles and responsibiliies o) wimen in e Somab ethni:
group differs m that domestic activides prodaominantly
beiony to the wumen while men age given the privilepe
anud power uf making decisions on the wilization »f
CCONMMNIC LASOUTORE,

Due w0 the frequent conllict and droughi in the arca
for che Jast decade women in Dollo Discrets kave
expumenced tnajor changes i their poles and responsthalides
us gac fusnlt of which ey abandimed the pastonal way
ol lifi: and adopt new way of Nife, This new way of lile
farced mose of te women to bear new responsibilities
such us financing houschold expenses tragph cxercising
Same peity crading. Thus women in the Distrce wire
forced by situations o fixcs o petty traling in arder o
leed their Brnilies,

Inihis process of penerising neome 1 helo the fumuly,
the ks lahor baz buen desjxerately mwded a1 home 11,
replace muthers who are whwaps our of home for sty
eracling, "Ihis in a away has creand extensive labor demand
un glels, which has preveniod them from going 1o schaol
Girls” educaiion 15 lusther hampezed by cultuty! Factors
suck as: Houseboll respansibibties, Fady marnage, Foar
of abduction, Abseniveiym, Religious factor, Cultugal
lacror, Hoanomse problem wnd Lack of separite schopl
gor girls,

Morcover, the existing fow formal schoals in the are
ias never nalivzed cuzviculy particulady peared to nomadie
cormmuaity hue alse were nor flexible to adjuse to 1 he
sriels” neeeds L parricslar and that of pastasalists as 2 whole.
0 this regand of the very fow pastoradists chiidren who
are eneolied in firmal educsnos, significant numbors of
children and/or adulss migtate during dry months
(Decembur-Lebruary) to move witk their Herds in sourch
of pastuse andl water. The comventionsl schoal system,
howevet, has no prenason for re-cotenng stiudents wha
were ot able o mainsin consistent atrendance duging
the: seheal vear, Besides_ icdaesa's alsa ooasicor eConamic,
relipious snd culeural facior duac binders them fiom school.

As @ resule of this neglect, pastoralists remuin ofne of
the mast sulaerble poanulation roups in Lebiopis, In
adiifion o chis, the numbers of fancrional school an:
Trmited urd characrerzed by vateained seachers and noor
facilities. Linralment rates ace cxrremely low depicring fack
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of the communities' conliclene in the existing system,

Thi: combination of these and other factors have made
it slmostimpossible to improve scesss and guality of basic
education, have creawd inequines within the SVSCCm, and
hay lienated community from masarement and avmnershup
of education,

Viery recently disenssions aml wwareness building on
paswralist-otiented development i Hthinpia has begun
emetging, PCAK having seen the siturion design a phoject
entitled Gitls Grovp [lome Fducation ane inplemented
since 1998 having goal wnd obiectives.,

The goal is tu provide alrergative viable basic
educational opporumitics ra pastoral children and alul
lusic educagon.

The objectve 15 0 Provide altemative viable lasic
eddueserion for giels oF age proup of 714 by catahlishing
separate school in aear by villyse, develop and community
awaratwess and nvelvement on girls education, deviop a

schooling spsicn sppropriate for pastosalise girly in
particulat, develop an affirdable teacher SUPHOrt SYstcm
of pastozalists basic aducagon centers and o stengthen
child centet education.

The implementacion of this project has brought sarse
impace like the change in widmdes of e wmmuaty
towards yorls educaiion, pooed oppotiunity for pastotul
torls to contribuse t) the houschald economy by engrging,
wn ditlennt business aciivities, has improved the secui y
of gitls 10 atiending their educstion and munninge their
busincss and it has given wood opporiunity for pasintul
cormmuuey 1o lcumn from their own geographic, sodal
and econeinic context.

There has Leen saeme challenges such as abseniocism,
weak ecanomic staniz of 1he communily h expand and
support the propeam and Jowr capacity of che poverfirment
line deparment r hand over the program. g

el L e e e T
Facilitating restocking in

ILkishaki Samburu District

Vishaks is » community based orpanization 1o

Todokejek Incation, Samburu Distrct. The ares lies

within & climalic trmnsitional zonc behween the drier
lowlaels and the molerute zoae known s dhe Larraki
platcau. The communily i predominanty pastozalist hut
a small proporoon praciices seme een farming, The:
population of Thishaki 1n 1998 was approxirasrely 2400
prople. The conswentive droughes of 1993 anid 1997 had
decimated livesiock populations in the area living many
houschold poor. 1n 1998, 4 bilateral anpsnization funded
by the Dutch goveenment DPRIP (1o Prepatodoess
Intervenvion and Reeovery Progeamme) undertack g
sorvey and selecred Liishaled sy a pilon communiey, The
erganization facilitaced 2 twe week participatony apprazsal
in which the communiey cann: up with priority needs,
wivs and strategies to address thuswe needs.

The community planned a resmockiag, aclivity chac
targeied 45 most vulnerable houscholds. The msin
objective was to faisc the econominv status of thise
househalds in ogder o reduce poverry levels in the
eommugity. A viable cestocking package was discussc
in which the DPRIP conusibuted 25 shoats ynd che
comemunity conirbnted 13 shiars for cach heneficiary.
The provess of schwerivn of beneficiares staned from a
wealdh rinking exercise which was done eatlics in the
process during data collection. All households that were
in the lowur hracker were: considered aminst an agtuedd

By Joseph Lepatiyo - CODES

crititia just oo know those who were worse off U othess.
The eritena incluled such considesations.

= Marital Status

* No of dependanis

= Age of dependanis

¢ Ability of cloge celatives and cheie support

* Number of stuck owned hy the houschok]

* Dhysical aliliny

The outcome was a forcher ealigrurizaton of the lowes
bracker yroup inoo Qe more groups, just as the wealth
eankings did to the whole conumunity, Those 1 the lovwer
bracket i this exercise were again ranked apainst faciors
thac were mone focused o the houschiohl Tevel which anc
more pessonal, such as:

* Personal luetors chat may have led o paverry thabsits)
*  Ahility of persins to look after stock

* Gender

= Physical ability

Fach uf the houscholds being considered was sconed
apans| the entena. The forty five wer: selected basc) on
the outoomi: of this exctuise,

‘Lhe cominuniny selectod commutres, which inchudad
hoth men and women to overses implementation, A plan
of acton was drawn, Lhe communicy first made ther
comsihution of 15 shauts pee bendficiary, ‘This was quite
a diffienlt mask, which 10k cwo manthy, Bach betweficiary
was dlsn ussipmed 2 personal responsilsline to obuain from

TO Nomadic News
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Enends and nlaives even from las Iocalivi, s subscantial
nombet of the 15 shosrs before the comnumine tonped
un, These poats were hrunded and diswributed to
heneficianes. The peoject (DPIRE) gave fumis 1 rhe
cofmittes to buy, brand and distributed the shoats, alier
which project yeaff held mectings with bensficianies
verfy Funeds were gven in phases that are manapeable to
e communily. Gy were bought aL an ameed poce.
Women formed pas of the committee and o subseentisl
porton of beacticiatice Ay commutoee memilxts, they
wite involved in decision maléng Women also aciively
participated n rhe PRA pracess both in thear own gronps
and in joinir groups,

The pariicipiory approach was key ta suceess of che
retockicg activity. I enabled 2 focused view wnd udlization
if avadable eesousocs it henefical manact. Comeitroent
la this process by both oresnizaton satl and rhe
cammunity wis very impotiane. Key amosg zesources
actually uilized 's a instimtoenal Tzamewn e n place i terms
of commitice, sixdal stricosres and the administranye wois
ar community level which plaved an imporiane mole, It
wis also woponant thar the restocking was carvied <o at
i timme wiren pleaty ol pastur: existed. "Lhe aica was alsy
e che time of Ivestock disceses thar would have madu
cliatis 10 resrock the poor vore difficult,

The nuain challenges expedenced wins
* The community heing not used 1o the purticipatory

approaca. This incloded dhe chuefs, councilons und odser

leaders who usualiy gt anportunior to make Jdoeisions,

* The inadequacy of the commuanior to fullill own
plediges in ame as agrecd.

= Conueprual aspects of the aced oo involve women at
all stages.

¢ 'Lhe zelection of heneficianes was sitenunous and
clouded with 2 I of anxiety,

Ar Arst the chiefz, councilors and other prominent
tcufors mied to shadow orgnization saff fom oifer
commutyty members. Whaile the community members
wonld always suprested that the leacers know betoer and
more, thus giving therm the oppactunily t resuke decizions
on thew behall. This was overcome by assgnmenr of
mubilization roles w0 diis eangpory and pucting them in g
group of their own 0 J0ak al thi wider contexcol things.
lor examnple mo promde inlormation concerning their
dresion ¢g Map of entire division while the comanity
drew the inap of their area. Thaugh it wxs prodeac to
{ln wath comanunity und have a amefame of Wl xetivities,
wsss wse undersuood s they were notkesn i rockines
ancl tight schednling.

Besiles the expeceed date o amsining die acuvitics, ar
allowabic limit was introduced by which the responsihile
parey prepared s reporc and informed the othess
voncesaed about the s of e delay.

Poserne of women 1o meclings snd commeteees diid
aot wanslite o thedir pacacipation in project acovites. It
was thezelore 1ealized e durdng the PRA scsins women
work 1o thele own groups 4nd also made prowsmition,
Their paricipagon in mectings was noc nseant despiie thr
presence, bue they were gradually sble to talk and pat up
iscussians

Selevtion of beneficianes was a real challune sspecialle
because of the taymitude of the need. To heur with the
process of sclection entuiled 5 build up af wiivines and
st umes caused sorme uproars, but the [reaple were
abjective and becanse 2 wommonly agreed critusis,
complaine of being lett ol were minimal,

Comuet with benshiciasics was constanr as the project
feld seall visited them on a regular basic while committes
members represertaeye of villages wisivced dhuie nedihbours
on monchly basis. The commuttee mci monthly and
discuysed che pestocking prewrmim st least for moni s xfer
completion, 1his provided o feedback to bod DPIRP
anel the communzey as 12 was cven he discussed in ather
sarchil cotrrmmnity fornms. 1t enabled quick necessary
chanpes a5 secn nucessany from Sme uo fime,

1he programime in be vaid co have mat its objectives
o & preacer exwent. Wirkin 2 vearss of implermantation,
pesitive clianges were absirved,

Milk svsilabiley az the level of vulnerable houschiolds
resuocked hud improved az most of thern had increased
their siowks and durng the drougiil oF 2000 wers sble 1o
sell some animals snd buy food stll. OF importance is
ulso che inproved sixdal soitus of these mermlwess of the
commumnty as gauged hy improved pasticipation in
cortmurey foruss. Seme of therm by dae Fear 2002 buave
i facr aoquired cows through the sale of some otk
Widows il single mothess particalarly show a lot ol
mmprovemenl m turms socal and ceonarmic sodsl and
economec well being

Comununity knawledue of their own Sirostion 5
paramoust 1 was this that enabled through analysis of
the stare of affalres, They wndurstood every memlcr of
their ormmumaty, theis abilitics snd predicaments.

Ciiven thi ppportualty to paridpare, women woukl,
But seluctanddy w firse, salee up chanves 1o prove their
conceptual an decision making abilives. This helped to
demystify dae acgative ativude acd fears held by sucisty
abuur women's abilicy and tmhanced their social status,
Witnen are oot vec able 1o tle op these opprriunities
aulstrunieally, they must be sore and aided to come up.
This motc sn in the Sambun sociely whine dheis zole is
being so much dlownplayed, A activity thatis in hoe with
the social and ceomaric system of the penple eusily geos
rheir suppost because they have thewr confhilency snd
exprerience in doing, it g
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Keepers of Traditional Knowledge

a the framewvrk of rhe South

Ameticun Medicinal Planes

Nevwerk, die Urngayan Cenere
for the Stdy of Appropriate
Technologies (¢ FUTA) s
conndinating a collecrive aesv) ¥ for
the recovery of traditicnal
kncwledie on the use of plants as
medicine and ss s,

We want to rell you ahagr 1he
exXprricnce of s 2roup of wornen,
wwthered togecher siner Noviember
2002, wher we held the firs: mecting
on Wamen's Creles asd Nargral
Medicine. Ar Uiy fissr mecting, we

shared visions and knowledpe of

manss chat Belp us to keep healty,
considering the varous stigres ol our
lomunimie cvehs,

W carrisd apt an AWATENCSs-
faisiag actvity concrew on our
reladonshin with food and with our
Power g hesl, We pursonally
experienced the diversity and
respectiul dialogue 15f knowledgs
because women (rom the Varioug
corners of che Countey  wors
gathesed,  having  difforenl
ecupaaons and situations {rural
wornen, midwives, gexulogists,
hetbalisry, members of eomunpnity
wrous),

Nelly Curbels, one ol the
paraeipants recalls; “We scasted in
Novembir 2002, Peevionsi v each one
of us in our locations had wiarker|
with plaots coliected in aur arcag,
cermembering koowledae that has
exasicd for a very

long time: which wen: ysad for
healdh und the myrrtant foos inpur,
At the fitse meeting the theme wag
Lemmine health i alf its phases, folk
knowledge, wery deeply rogled
trulitons - some perhaps vrroncons,
but no doabe cuniniog much
wisdom - transmicted o s by our
grandmothers and dipse before
them, old women, herh docroes, and
women who keow how 16 live heer
and more healdsily, usinge planes,”

By Monica Litovsky - CELTA

We celeeed on the cpeles of the
moon and all the physical wnd spirrual
hareony thas we Rave in us and that
surrounds us, that can rmake our
exiseenve a sacred reqaphe oo b care|
for.

“Clesser in time, ull chis weak i las
hecn set uside in (he nume of
comventional medicine, 1 is far this
RS50M that we wane to restone ghat
wise knowledgy char is sametimes
buard to reach hecause the proplewhn
haveirare wary of “opuning up' uriril
they are suee of our good inentions
and ulso lecause they have been
devalued vr, what is wlso sud, poonle
have aken the knowledine of Bumlbsl:
and ordingry peoph: and maie 3
prafit dut of i

Al the second meeting in May
23, we worked on the nilation shup
we have wich falic, teackitionn) aie
university knnwlcdgc. the wae in
which wach sype of Ktwnwledpe (s
received, the priy ilegeid upprrronins
tar each Enawledge, their awa
raconule arsd the rela msbip among
them all, We had in-depth
voavessations nn the relaiionship
Detween the official beeltl SYSECHN i
the cegion and the nse of medicinal
plants, community  aond  fplk
expeneney, vesearch and uxpetience
©F faik knawledg: in Urugreay and
drguadna, their inplications snd
resuls

10 Decemlnr 2003, Gur third
Meenng was held in the fures ulong
# ver. ‘Lhe fobest was sor shelter and
our inspmton 1 shune barh petsunal
and group tesearch on our pative
plasts. 1 wotk on falk hotanical
descaprions, on tadinanad recipws and
10 exchunge expericnice: un
kestoration wnd recoviry of the
“PPOTIAly to Lse Indivenaos Ao,

Nelly vontines with the story: “We
miet around rhe ling, The canuoy af
voroniila Scurig buxifaliai, 1ama
acera (Seana corymbasa), gunyabn
eolotwdo (Myrcianches Cisplacensis)

and wls (Culng spinosa) did what it
could o protecr us Iram the fine s
that from dme to sime WA
accampanied by the wind, Thens was
a feeling, mleciphershie to me, 4
Mixlure ol -spisirnal granclenr and
cartily safety, We cnjeved ehe silence
full of messgms, the acarby crosealling
acud nauring river, the silenced night
cives, ulso the frogs und crickers
leaving: tiswe aocl SPACE 1o Uk

At cuch of the meenngs we leam)
more, not anly beauze of the subjice
that we weze addn:ssing, but slsa
bcaus ntuinvelt and msanclively we
capture:d fccfiugs, knnwlcdgc,
eomchusions, that enrich, firengthening
valucs, opening doors and g it
clear thar we are all at the same Hme
tesichurs an| studenes.

We ztarted the firg activiey of the
secomiday: beforce breakfyse, inhaling
ehat special forusr atarma in the quiet
moramg, each one of us in silence,
walking alvne, choosing a roure,
obsirang suspendad in litme, gong
bk tow, unell vou feel chosen or o
chiaose 2 grass, & shaub or a tree, snd
usiag vour senses with wll the love
Mother Nuture gives g,

Oinee:T found "y plant™ ] sat nexi
t g, sl its lextuer, iy sroedl, iy
rasie if ir lets me, the lorm of it
SIUS, its leaves, ifit has Aowery, fruit,
what is surcoundings are like, which
ey L i ogicrited, i i i= alone or b
offspring, what arher Species
accompany ¢ and 1 they are
complementary, the npe of sl
secing whether it profers ihe surs, hall’
shade e vers shady spors o the caz v
of water. Pertans |y 1 feel o Bit
like the: plan, 1o shure i knoneleden:
and how tnuch T can take of jis life
for my existene znd heal-, Lknow |
ean only offer i carc, cespect and
admization, and i is conisbutiog or
message W me is silence; tespeer i
with sl the tendermcss that Jed pe w
chaose it,

Thiz was g beaatiful ek, Once
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conchunled we mer ty Shace aut
rx;u_ucnce-

When we talked gl shared (his
personal © xpedenc, 2uek vich a0l
walabile contribunons were wele by
1o ader eompanions o Hev e wly
enriched ont previous kavwledge,

Wi we arc i svnanemwith our
surtonadings, et hese meclings s

inensely, we abwavs teel moved and
the timc goes by and thers s ne e
m be "‘«u‘tu.tcd F

This merring was vl another input
10 che reaccration of the memory ol
thi foresr, which many ol our
opdinaty country [xop;r hold. shasing
thit profound Jove far the places thst
they ctideavaur 10 shelter from

denrcuatior aacks, Thas, we mather
the differcat comributions ofwormen
and men regarding knowlndge and
practives relanal Wity the poosd use
arel conrervaion pl O BASFSIEMS
and imvironmenes, Thus, wo are
busilding vy a folle phacmeoopoela om
the forcsti
youpnadasqsr. el

The Rendile way of life and
its margmahsaﬂon of Women

elumnuihro

e chdih m 0 shu.tc Num.uhc Pﬂmvan..w whier

Beey BOAC sl canu4s i ar sionl semiuiid land

ir the yoonch west nf Mgl Ahgenict 40 l','.asccm
Privinee of isenvie “The Rimdlile 1 is male up of &
Clans, namels: Salch,Msuarbah, futekial, Gribstirzeh, cbca.

o3 th).a Ongeh, Rentgumis A Dubmhm. The Clan fe-

iy witly berwesn 100 o ‘.\U‘W-mmnl male. adsnk% and
_f'ormal.) spilit mtn L 1) mm' ’\lmnmg:m umf RO
Pt Tatge carcl-keepitig provp is-ia the lmdand sl e
%ma!l et e-keeping group 1410 't tg}ria.rul Thc Ll in
Seriedly exXOMOus s eacn ans stade ypro! agnate -
folatves m’d*' "o Leelings™ ‘The mdemcnt i ealled
bt Tur Homé;.':’- "hlde.r% Lnl{ :hn c.luldre"(
# \\s.l:\suma ar ")h‘ ke vand c.hﬁdm: fcfct tx&’qﬁh
athor a8 Wadal,
e sacint i eckine muchx i dcm'mhlcib\' p.asu.)nl

Gxbstenc lmngc xghlmch\n: tl.{‘\r frcrds mr{m.k,uu TR

blanl, skin foc clwlung writh crade it exchenge of
agncahw.ﬂ pracuels. ‘e dally and. segsunal acuvies i85
e at hmlmg thit Treesmok. La ;‘uncmL thiei socisl
nrganwu:op i eharsore ‘rized. - lesion wisomsdic
setletmens and their: lmswt}c ia:cpmg tevolyits atonnd
mc fundamental gk of achiey rnLEﬁ.cu:nL ptodm ity
fron avessick wahin mstmg q;mrmnnem. Ty zmgnm:
“semmally e mCT\.g,hhu el dnﬂm;dn. iy seasin for prssate
for thefr Eyestork and to. the low‘mds diirig e wet
o s when 1he paaw«.,ns uri,(lubk b b
~Ilhe fntercal xigacture: pw‘ﬁ'rrh“) 2 a*gh dchot, nl
mac'mngmul precicthillie the: sordem i ses onganized
i swithin qu:uhw «.gmems.rf dgs:cm& svgrem. Whiere mrh
AT CONSTSES of « lucal descent g(ou;l ol pnmhm.al can
AFDAN NS scwr.uhnkgg« Hoery stnicoment i au000, WNOUE
o its putitital agd ccopaniic decisions such i hesdine -
panuvw oF relocation oF ectdcnmusb) eounc of ks,
The setduinest oy pcmuh;:aﬂy break: apare wlong the
-hm.»gn. b laties doyl a0 K oL rizc wath icage
of the sune cla in the fetiod of pleaty al at orads -
OUEARI0NE - \uch A% mcm:mmou andiorx other riws of:

[qssagw:crenvmm l'hc Wu r.on,stmmmmk{%d
v atlimal relagosships thies hesvc desecril e, fumilies ind

gelative 10 Jogsl déscent e farape o ﬁtmﬂs})xp DEE v
“The Serdenctie iy xmupoem at adzB‘nmu Lnewse gLoUpa
' 4.".39“' amalek Ap:h.:bc qnil the f.c:.hy-whx.v !ra.ck ﬁ'mum

STCLSCOr 45 3;&0;“;1&&:5 Thoie Encigye gromnugs Arean _
m.Pmi:mt e neme unic Lineage: Byvrubers g}s.m* thisgr
labaomic i eachoving md hndm}g a\-wpck a,\guh.r. 'I'hﬁ

© groug. dc:gmm‘.cs’zhr n‘.‘nhal ‘Mlm:of the € dan mﬁh.ﬁnnt,

Hach x.,.m owen s ggqual: wirber 1 catr]e' anid eg:m‘l%,
a]ﬁxm.lgb 1 nl#aﬂ.i.ﬂ l.nmhcs .;:m?.(cntmh. ph a 1y‘)e Ovev :
ihe O’Trct. dcpemlmg o1 Yholt peéyidence; o -

Tl Seind opgilang pringipleds the Ag- St Wsmw
m‘Rmcklesg L ke Qmﬂ:ﬂum\ sl hie: mbt: Tmea.l

"'gmupa they clrviisicise Fres Lt HEC-SeTs HIISL every

Bt yoars Youdss) ]}:L\\ Lhroogh qnt:r;'sswcagc-w gmdcs
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as burs to circummdsa] reonms or wastions and macced
sidess, Alchowgra, mels dee et imeorponac ] jowy name

age-sets, they ave alsu dﬁ'jt‘._qtuﬂ*iﬁ s g,
nisrricel womeet Both genders Gse atuals thas
trungiion o one age-grads 10 anather possible. The
pityals are asgacid awithin Jacal deseenr geoup and

'.lll(l

mace the

considerad imporsent drowds i sovders. They Teadd e

begatung of cach age-set with a Sve riusl s daugbacr
pretinrmesd ateer citcumcison of ‘each ape-ser, and cich

st By 2 Ve 1Y TR, \\-lm {8 lxcmnw niatancal macken: -
45 .ht‘!:t sl re ﬁr nadhe o -.\.nl't a5 A w!u’.ﬂ 1k *undu‘

(Certain spe-set) ace 'nomm rre oot & suthcictise o fha
was when so zod 56 was barn the aspect of wineser

nr,,,mv uicnt exjraing the oqi.nczlnnd sacial seructie of

rh widir it o panicua, the Saticat ot tie morins
snd elders, Clders havie rghh t ey ik sirans wha
-.;v,-qn1mn[thg¢:,d0:-_a¢«¢¢-grnrnrul et ari ﬂ\nlx“: (et
] &ffv lhc n"oraﬂc foc‘l‘s on thfu' (‘C\hﬂ)m'L ."“‘9' n
«_?3\ il ol libour as well as aomed plotecdon of twe
el pnd serlrmesa Tyt eresey Lhiarka
‘Vhis worl R g AL livesiaek
sanagavienc as the majer fesnure uf thelr Tacd produrtion
syalem. Spocitic 1asks sach qe hevding. seicement
consirution, childeans Snforanaican defonse L pravee: and
howzehold chares, The -.lg\;.».ur,.' SOk, EE e I or
cutedons fordistnbogommm
Sex toles indicare that elders dre respunsible for the
st prolitical decision ol 1he seltement and coonomue
managerent oF Bards il sl ecrompnics. Thes
'paIﬁdp'lft' innh':sic;\']]jfbimr sk A\,:;f;iL"';)ﬂ; sl sexncdiinge
tor Joat heeds and arbitracors in ssttlemen and ioter clac
eratiicl hizpagement. The pol.tica. SYSEn 15 dcccu:mhzo..
whivre eeh tosen g s ettty 1 Sl NEIF LA

. {“vl \‘ Ve

the segmentacy systeny. lhe\‘ hald tfar aﬂ tnsrhecl mesns

hawe equal vighrs and yoice & pohnczl Afm, discassion

antl colleecie dv.cm.nﬂ-ms.kmp Thae mﬂﬁtnnzlkadcxs are
deteeminad ool [m.we\. .-mu rcp.tnuam Thc* act

A% manvr deciion maltesin thi s u-u:ﬁ,

Wosen are wc.allzed T prrfurmthe. haveehao ki
chnres, such g8 house constiucting. herd mulkisg, food
prpuana o, ehild rsieing 20 cars techng frsread aod
wter, heachworts o Jot:u_r und' srred i ha.:rclmi,. Tt oy
©plav inspmficant roles in SeciHon ma N écfrnﬂcmnﬂﬁ

meclings sadher in case of trouble thee scssam for men w0

reapnm b This madginatives them becauss it takes a loc cme
of © their hschal] chomes, Thuy v ‘n‘ln-Al‘l LS ,akl my

control o means of Wudumnn. Pk ulr 35 i A 411;'17-

tew mochers and ‘herd iliere aecessaoy I8 role

pcrmrm;muc The vousg hogs joncithe hesding faree and
r.".n vicr verfe o honschatd chans

Tr ANz ation oof Ren it swermm, thesaltun hss
plaved s cearral cole 1 thie fullowing wavi:

Socialiy ke Readie women have beoa seclalived w
mzinly preoceupy themaches T domessio damaing suc
G C;.:.\"n{rﬂ;‘;,“(,':ﬁi]l]('ﬂﬂ'_ sncl nanngsied prepasition oF fid
acd they haye no savia political or ecagomic rales, Mee

-

demugace the econatic podpetionaspokice! prosilions
thac Smpower daem mors thean winmers.

The Readile woman does not awn
aszei 19 her husband. Men naagy many
those with many
wnamen sod c}uldn s nuagatddid it lucn izl and ke
decision-makers,

Nhicd inen own propeity ic Rendils, thevare bratiwial
with i sion-anaking powss 3s the breadwicoer Womea
have access o produces a0 The henbsod vesiock e
cannot decde on huw the stk cun he "x:m.;&gul s
diseibured ia the Smely. She ie nly mven i present fist
hagrdinsgr wclt o slicn she s inacsiad Gll 10 the case of
herhs shnld\ﬁn.ﬂ 1ha e Tt i "u.ddm sl f.tmamr:
cnou;.th slees v e il

Polieally, they canact puuupacc i any mocm,.. o
when thee do o they play 2 passive role for fese of
prsichein by their: wushmuk whia’ whl think chat dhe
Wonien e mum supr'mw e ‘}n s, ¥ AU LS Fiadlcesas
A Wi 3 sociens smce she ul«ss experenced ur fears thy

ol bieacng, by all the mavded ien o silence her

Cinmrovision crbagitl child makes her e subondinare
p(,»\x\mn Thisis wnlxa aast i limils y [P e I s tll\l action
and pedocey barintereyrin sex, Fhis pves R e e
L MASTY 35 INANT Founy, womes as possible,

The child sncsadization [womess In-the sacieny wheee
she peirle are oottt porforin ke vidual jabs, auchl a5
childcare whiereas the bowvs are taucht toogts jobs s uhoas
Hending W ety i xveay played a tole in :mru.nhzatmn
O watnen. This l(l‘h.lplnh was insblled o pectost ‘ony
the assiemid mles,

D;s.cnmnanon 1;_5.-11\1’ the rlehild o sk

'371}" LTI PR
trssteadd s iR an

- ahe sadicly,

whaarnen 'l W l'lfl.

ssvrnanhoad i comeson. In terme of child prefarence.

the iy v il 35 iq,mu!cd Tighly - Aol any wronan without
¥ snn i hxﬂcui i gt hu mn'u'l, ol h .n-t llr\l the
roan il IEETY au)thcr WA w bcw'h m « Son, The

b childos the heir of che famib's poaperty, Aoy woman

withaoul 3 bing: chitd will e at the mccor ot ber bnshand
o the Gty etk iy somis e codaeation ard bl ser sice,

“the b child I preferred by the breadwinaer [le wilt be:
gren prefeience tegh 10 schtal while die girl child %

orticd el in thepreicay lh.sb dicre mn'tohousli monsy
1 fiimed hnﬂ'v._'rm,s]p_nn.w:_]u_.r\a]u e ;.\}N.ﬂp_;; T ies [y

and remsing svbmessive under all condftivoy i wirvive
with aer choldeen 1o selecton of the sponse, the Keadils

ety gl is bekked s s iendet aag withinw, bet eonsci -
T fatheriar teothers ooty deside i murryher of F 0
wesithy relsoyeor 4 fend, Tnthe job iy tacay, rovn

e fow Hendde womes dos oors Jack o an educatioeal
.'1x.z|.u:fr>und anud f-cedom cowork. in @ more 'rzv‘ng
LTSN AR | s

In marriags, mineen Y many” sk s pesyible,
whereds the women remains in the same home natl death.
Maridze coremanias tcaals ko beroandags agan Thes
nplics vhut 1ben: is T i xm o T\u) LT ISt (3 J’r- hn
.\,L_*md..

TA ot Nyt
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Rich and Poor

By Rosemary Okella, AV/C.

ks melt and who s peos i Kengad And whar ace

the reswis of the inequalisne
In ceedimic terzs wrbae neople are rher than Sase
Wehey Tve in de fural aress, Ldund people wurn more

This vnllagee els wow fast piey ia

@ity than thoee wheadid not £u nrschool anl andownces
are ncher thar the landlexs, 'armess are chicr than
pasiorlisy,

Thes mcans shat the pastomslise comasurines in Keys
are coanemealy worsc off than other communi s,

Fiurt one gooug is mven more disscrancage], samely o
women acwnrthe oastoraling, 'L her asom «fen have i ted
seonmmme indepencdines; they sclchm own Ll und catile,
Toealizris s vnly ¢ matcr of economy. Tris vagy such
A maller ofhitman dighiy - fhe datiis. dhacadon, i Hesde
fer xperown Loty the o i bsealeh care, 1 have aceiss
to legal scrvies. Lo Moss respects of the wacio-caamonic
Sdidor of Ioesya, wou fnd die muny pastatalise women o

e lorarest mupx They age vicdmy of atultiple imequiliics.

Ui thees aze Lrillioe excoptivam m fhese rulex here
arc e whit) ure ubie 1o crewte & boclir fonace - Tise
themsslyes ursd wlso 1os thur cimamanives. Such 2= 1 SN
ol Kukertya I oaiya. the Maszai Zirl from Transinsrs Kensa
v negotand hee was 10 A8l & drcan. Kakeava is the
Zestaf eche chiddren.

T was expuered from Lish fazgon sehool utnicris
circvumeisiom and macty Fe man my parets had chosen
Lo wow T wraz engruned to hinn when |was fve vears ol
My village is 20 rmales toom the nearest nsed. When T wsya
ciaild, Tunded cavde und wrote with challe an G clagsroom
feor because we had 0o pens, buaks o puper,”

But Kukenya s mothes sevggled us help her g to siivool,
The: family caly had ane cow. The father wacked i the clty

atd the pagents Tought 2 lot ahout economic matoess.
Someames b mother Hod from dae home and Kikenys
was i fact Sead of dhe fmule The father would 1l hee
thar she shiouhl nar waste wuy moere of hior fime pomg it
schoal.

“T vsn say aow with clacite ibar the reason T had g0
rrany stuggles with my mother was hoeiose she hosolf
deopped ourof sclont und had wwork so hatd (o fesd Uz,

o M tonther, weho ix e herey Gusarhr the ki
.gﬁﬁ of Life zhe s Jeading wonld noc wake me
~ J.; anywhere, She wanred me to Ix a reacher Like
wimewomen useders o other comamurines
10 ous ares. Mind vou ar fhat Sme no woman
Momr ares had, hud any college education. Bur
my fathee used to tell s thae if 1 went o
school Taonld not i married.”

Butdaken e regotiat wirh eg tatkice, She
 asstred him that il T et her dnish primagy
| schel she wouk) volnzasly o cironmeised.
A Jazt he agrend and Kukenya and her mother
workel hard as cusual labourens on othor
propie Larsin arder 1o g moner lon schual
18 fecs She was one of anly rwvo gitls umong 25
= henin the classeaom. Bod girls were wpicaf
ﬁ bad talk 0 the village because 1y were
wmrenmeiscd.

“I was foursen whin T comploied my
pulnre educacosn. Tl thatinT gor ciccumcised, [ would
hawe 1o b sarried geht dwai T didn’t waer ro be nurrived;
dwaniid t o o scoondary schoal, Bet i Maasd olnge,
% 3ol who dsn’t Grenmcsed is a shame @ hor fumdy, AL e
age ol Ofteun, sadin form nwo, he ingisted aad | was fisrcad

Kby Nluipe.
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W sinderien the: cueurnicizion, He said thut
e cuntaving with iny education, s ‘oag as 1 gor
Crrcumicised. But he ke wury well rua, o feg wircnamEsion,

Fwas ing, us take long s heali 0 wnd cur | would diip
wat of schonl”

B i nor mind

Kakcnya s mothor arras e for & dineroy 1o mwear her so
<he could pa back ter schens) afiuer uly rve weeks. Kabong
faished school and wanred o go i Laverses, A bow inmy
village was sudying in Amkdea No woawn she knew of
had cver dime dise, Stie askod him o setid colle
and het upplication was acvepted.

s o excited and T eald mysel, nothing was #ol to
top me from fulfilling my dreams, S again [ had w
Nuzotiate with the ¢ommun; 7 4 went wo die women Qroups
M comremniny and 1nld Gam why 1 waated 10 £ 0
college. T assured thiem tr in cdnca
investisyr dicir moner in g
back and henld them agirls®
Lxesusc there wesze

e lirms

ing e, thoy mwees
goad duing amd T would come
school and a ARty Bowpited
NOAC in the comsunicy,
Ther were toc fraghtened by my Propral and they told

e ro pound speall b the cldess since 110 Lzl bad ever do e
what [ wanued oo Ler rdavs, Twctir ro the house of o
villige elder vegy #atdy m the momming bat he wonld nae tatk
ta me. T told him, 1 was bis daugrheer and if he helped me
noy T would retun all my knoggdedpe back e dae GO UL,
Alier almost three months he sgreed ko discuss my Appn]
with the odwr villgge chler. I+ the cnd the whaole village
worked (0 raisc rhe money o send me ws Aeres ™

Rabemzas Sther wiva had boen aify 15 aller 8 sirclee cnuld

(20T 2edm

Winmen in pnistiria grmas spend lunas lovking fir onater asiol 1

atrvastid thics pon

uerwalk, bl was carrivd o the VEnae 0 wrtncss the daymmies
People. came: and Prought wilusevcr ther hud. Thees wrse
chickens, yoaw, shecp and even maize JUSL ter ntake sur
that Kukenva went 1 seluwl
“ 1 really ericed wrh !
CATMMLTISY %as 1o send o
sk 300 upn >
But the asonme s baccdy caempli 1o ke ISakinya Lo
Americs. The colloge fou waz TISS i She nunapel ro
receive 2 pamal schedarshop und worked o caisc th
the: moniy:

Tixday, Kakenyn has « collepe chaeree, she will snan be
working fora 1N onsnisaisn i Washingtor. Bt she 1y
not Lotpotten her proasises oo his communiry,

“ My mother and & frisgd of birs came for my
gracuating, Avd now all S5 women i Faonsea waat their
daugtitess o g 1 sehon, | s PRAIINg 1 10 11y vy schog!

and thien return 4o e vilkigee oo deliver on iy promizes 1
also want u» help stop Fermale Geniesl Munlatim — thrs ig
Fomething that T only came no undersiand Lully dusing my
mllcgc nduc.uiu:;." a

Nt seiing Liowe cotnmilted the
w0 Ameres. And they raiscd

¢ fixt ol

T8 fage ix pubicvhed ar P prupnct o megualities m
Koy, swseted i coopvration Sopivecss pbe Minisiey of' Pisyming and
Nadonal Deetoapmens. e Nmvgics Tnternational Dcvingment
Comsrstron Agmen ST ) aud Sowwety for etirnaiionad (20wt
T amr of v pryece i to Pitd Eerges of insgacalify on e fiiitical
@nid Pabine qpesida iy Rewe Wirmgpd res

ey, falniication.s, rouonal
palorences, mmvka worlalons 3 4
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Women and biodiversity: The long
journey from users to policy-
MAKEI'S o reon e 0 ests i - 30 st ot comvn

Abstract
[though there has been w broad scknawlelgment
thar wornen's lacal and waditosal keowledge 15
fundamental to poarantee el seeurivg and
ronserve biologieal diversity, few women ane represented
at the managcriﬂl and decision making level of
coirpnrme sial inavements and ocgamizatons, 1he LTnited
Nations, its agencies and sprecmess bave inng promoted
the: full and eflecive participation of women in decision
making processes, Sa how
cas comminments coatained
10 anterations] sreemenis
he wanzlated o concrene
actions? By asinge the s of
the Coaveauon on
Biologes] Diversity, one ol
the key agreements adopred
at the 1992 Farth Suwmnic
in Rio de |anewo, dus arock
gender-
oquicable 1utatves tend to
wssures an el hoe charsaceer
with few governments
effuctivaly invalving
women 1o thar sustanabhe
develapment slrateples,
'I'he views expressecd i
this anicle are chose of the
authors
necessarily reflect che official position of the Uniteed
Nations or its subsidiary hodics
Kepwordz Gender; Biodiversity; United Nuarions
Conventiar on Biological Diveesicr; Womea's partcipntion;
Resources management,
Dyinlsesson
Lafe, nature and che planct Farth bave been genctally
porirayel with lemale features throughout differen:
cvilizanons and omes, Costlicuc was the carth pedddess
of Tifeanchdeath in the Aztec maythology, Paps wis muother
Laech with the Mauri people of New Zealand, while
Pachama perscacticd the Lasch wath the Incas. Nanrosucs
was the poddess of mure for the Cells. Boarar Mara is
the madern Hindu Moether Indis, Gaix, Muother Fanh
for the eady Gricks, was worshipped as the unrversal
maother for ceampes, Also in Greeee, Demuter swas the
exldess of wrriculiune, teeopnized as Cezes within Roman
mvthologw

anslysus hany

sl da  nol

lzeua # 200408

The nations of lerulicy, nadvity, beptnning, birth und
renewal have alwayvs been associmed with lenuales, because
of thedr netural funcdon of concerving, thuy ensuring the
connmuey of speces. Thar rale as carctakers n the geowth
of chililresy and in che datly provision for the family’s

ubaistence has alv mudde women the prmasy users of
nututel resoucces for noa<commercial purposes in the
preparation of foad, clathes, sheleer, utensdds and
malicines. Namise and 1o wonders have alws inspirad an

Aston Trdigrmuszas Womien iz a gviep disowssive ot e woe of Tndigenons Wanuntand Binleersity smssmtion.

an] creatrty, making womnen the tahared, hal unknown,
authors of thousaxls ol craltworks,

The swoay Link betwren women snd nsutcis thesclore
nat ol a romanlic of mytaological notion, Women,
theough their nses of nsrumsl nusources (or huilding,
cultivaring, hreading, noucishing and heahing, have
preserved bolomed] diversity and deveinpad knowledge
uf passible uses of biodiversicy, which have been
cranzpucted from peneration 1o gencralion, belping o
enbance livelibood seconty,

Dezpice widespred rocismidian anihie incnadonal level
that women have an essengal wole te play as osers ol
managers af hivlxrdcal resaurdes, wonkns parocipacon
in bircliversiny-zelated decision-making procusscs sull
remaging Frmtel. Ciiven the relesvance of che tssue to the
conservadon and sustainable use of hisdiversity, this ardck
discnsses Taviors constraining women's effecrive
imvolementia resvurce managemiens annd docision-making,

Nmdic Nesr 77




A slifficule role 25 managers There is lile evidence o
suggest chal worren are mheready more conservatianis|
than mee (Agarwal, 20008,

Nevertheless, as 4 result of a gendhred division of
[abous Panls Deda is a Programme Officer of Susiainahle
Usuand Lounsm at dwe TN Seceetasiat of the Conveatdon
v Biological Diversity (SCBDY based 1n Moniteal,
Canala,

Renata Ruliian s a Propramme Asyistant of |ogl
Aflairs, Susrwinable Use andl Tounsm at the SCRD. 202
Pandr Ded anel Renala Rubian § Natural Rewsrves Forum 28
(2] 200 264 across many soivties. women sl mea
hald distinee forms of madinonal kaowlediy relaced 10
biodivezsity. Thuy, the masginulizaron of women leads
W0 the rmngnalizacon of S knowdedge that thiy preserve,
which 15 indispensable for maintainivg livebhood security,

Thure are several Ssamples of women's invohemeat
as users aad cushxlany of biologival divessity. Women
axe sesponsible for the sciection, improvement ard soorage
of seeds, and managrernent of small livistock 1 counitio:
ke Bolivia, Colombia, Pery, Vies Nam, Indonesia and
Inediss,

Lo sul>-Neharan Afnca, wrmen have grown anver 130
ditferent plant vascucs in wnsl areas alongside cash cLops
handled by mun. Tn general, g Food and Agtivulture
Urganizution of dre Uniccd Nations (FAO) repworts & wend
tavwasds the 'leminizsmon of agriculiuny prompted nsinky
by the Oorrrence of war, pandemics {Le, the increasing
testh coll trom HTV/ATDS) and migration of men o
urban atvas secking paid work, As women’s population
has rernained seablc in rursl areas, their responzibilices in
the houscholl for food pronduction have incteascd {TFAO,
21104), Nevertheless, women's 10li as mansgers is
constraingd by = senes of nlcr relaced socio-conmiomic,
cultutal and political fatary, varnng fom ‘rles of entry’
w aspects allceting women's esponsbilines after Ny ane
iacluded su policr o devisian-makiag, fosuts,

Une of the facturs reducing the efficacy ol thir
tervenmion iy the lack ol seenre access oo lasul, Tt should

bx- nurted that warmen hold title 1o kxs thas 2% of the:

world’s private land. Womon have hictle lncentive m devore
cliurts o conservation of resoutces, us rennge Jaws n
many counirivs b cheir owoenship and use of Tanid, daus
reclucings their opponunity t iavest resources aad ol
sppOct servines Tn many cases, the existence ol logd nythes
st dacs not maaniee wimen access oo lasd und to sa)
resonrces, Wwhere costoms prevent tiem feom ds fams
conenl. This s the case, for mstance, in Zimbabwe, Burkina
Fasi and Camcraon (Sass, 2062). Women's sole is slso
lmuted by thedr sften advers: financial comudition, as ey
enmprise T0% of dw world population living 1a ahsolure
poverty. Their situation 1s exacerbated by a limited sccess
o eredin, Women cocounter difficultics in obtaisiog loarns
and other meams of financial asdytance from banles thae
conld assise dhem i the tanagement of thedr actitics,

Lack of gecess to cducation fucther limits cheir
compettvendss and technical knowlacdee on buodiversity
conscrvation und sustainable pructices. A

Tn addivon, public policies bascd vn gssessmenis
pestormed by governmen: conservaton agents have
tradinonaliy focused an the male populaion 15 heads of
Ronschold. Consementy, new 1echnologies and wols arne
targeted o men’ necds and poonoces, whivh may defter
sigaificancly from those ol women, For instanes,
developrment workers didd not consult with 15 women ia
developing, coutitries befare the intruduction ol fnew
wariclics of fce, but only with Sallage leadors? whe were
minly men, @ explaic how the sew crop should b
managed. Conseauently, much of da ace was wesred. as
the acal plancers wen: women, and inen did oot wansler
the acw knowdedpe to ther (MiNesly, 2003).

Simelacly, in Thailasul, forest officials consulted with
village men 1o imnlement a eaomunity foresuy projce,
Menadvised that they needed more barchwood tree specics
for commeruial purposes. Thiee thousaad harilwisoud
scillinges were providal, hor were left un i The reason
wits that woman in that region carc fur the seediings, arnd,
a8 the providers for lamily subsistence, thoy prefecred
softwoed specics for fuelwood. Women were includal
10 2 seeond round of cansuletions, a8 foresire officials
renlized che neal 1o take into aceount afl stakeholiors,
Linally sccllios of both variciies were prosiled, fulflling
the reeds of womcen and men 1o the villye Sass, 2002).

The ‘grom revoludon’ also hud an tmpace o yeader
Strugtures through the: mechanization of agriculoue.
Mechanized agriculture substitstod for ceadigonal mctuads,
which were labour imensive aad commaonly emplovad
by women, incressing cheir labour burden, veducing
availably opporeanitics snd forciag them o nndermake
vnderpaid Lariming tsks (Husio, 1998, Durdicrerrs,
gender roles Sased on sacia elnral aorms of hehsviour
e perceptions cinhedded in class divisions, race wied
ethaicity arv witen biased agmainst women. Also, men's
entrenched inrereses within bureauces iv institutons oiten
obstrucl the expression ol women’s voices. Women's
lorms of collectivs wnvironmental acrion are therelar:
frequently charactenzed by more spaniancous and
informal movemerns Cn the formal seructures enganxl
by mea (Agurwal, 20005 Classic cases ol women's
engagement are che Chipko aad the and-large-dam
constucUOn mass movemenis fie., Nacmada) in Tndia.
amd Kenyga'’s Green Beh Meovemnent, which puthered SO,000
women meashuers whe weze sespansible for plarting 20
mullion rrees o reverse e desertification process, Yet,
dluspice evidence it womes have heen actvely cngased
in the managernent of biadiversise resaarees snd have
taken vanous lovms of collecove action to reduce 1k
pressure on the enviconmens, ‘women sarcly find ecoyr
ieto the repnlar decision-making foruvms ol the
unanzatons spesrheading these movements” (Agurvral,
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2000z 3013,

Enachegusre pacticipation in decisinm end policy-imaldng
pracesses Commirments muade 3t UN conferences
throughaut the 19905 teinmred the gender-snstamable
devilopment nexus Dankelown, 2003 and prarsoted 2
seres of initiatives and actions to consalidate women’s
zole in the interaadonal and nadonal eny iroomenca! amanlas,
For instance, prinaple 20 ol the Rio Declasution 119492
affrms thae wromen have 3 vigal tole m eavionimental
matgement and development’ snd thar ‘their fall
parzapatiom is theretore essental to achieve suscinalsh:
Fasla Iids and Renaia Rubias ! Neseral Resoneeet orsm 28
{2NM) 2072014 203 development, Chapicr 24 of Agcmia
2L, a0 b Global Action for Womeon Towards Susiainable
Developmend, lises 11 commitments ard specific
recomumnundations 1 enbance the tale of waman in
Sustsinanle
development
(UNCED, 1992
T the
Declatarion on
Warld Fand
Security (1996,
gﬁ\‘ Lronmcols
:u'.‘:noi;'.'cd-f;t:d the
esscntral
contribution  of
women to food
suenmity, partcularly
i aral ureas of
developing
countrics (Huovig,
1998,

Alchough
signiticart progress
was schiewed ar
United Nations
Faurth World . e
Confezence oo
Womon {1993}, che
nepewrt of the 44 Har Committer of tie Whals 0a e
230d spesdal session of the General A ssembly (A f8-23/

R

10/Rev. 1}, focusing on women, scresses the lack of

vffecave partiipation in dorisioa-making on eavisantienss]
1gsucs, including ot the 1ateenarionsl level. Also the
Coaveation an Biologics] Diversity (CBD), a kewy
ntescativngl insrament promoting the conseryasion and
sustainable wac of hiodiversity, recoprizes ‘rhe viral mie
that s play 10 the conservaian and sustainable ge
of listhyaca, diversine® and atlissny the necd for due (ol
purmapadon uf women atll levels of puolicy-making and
tmplementition Lor biodivessity conservation’ {TINLP.
1993: Preamblc). Neverthcless, the decisions of the
Conferencc of the Partics huve hitheeto not includcd iy
specific gndance 10 fuster thewr offective nvalvement

(LINLP, 2011: 238}, Ie should by noted that e is indeod
a lack of informaton on gender empowenng mcasures
eomeerning, bicdivensry insplemcrted at dae nationad level
Tor exampl;, according (o informacen amtaned i 1
CBD Second Nasional Report, only 25% ol du: Partes
mdicated that they have fully incozposated women and
women’s ereanizatons in the acuvives undertaken wsider
the Coavention, 207 of the Parties replicd negstively ani
more than halt ot the: Parties disl not provide any
mformation on the subject: At the Conlerenie of the
Partics of the Climaic Change Conyention and the
Comnention on Bishygical Divensity, men regularly head
the wasc majority of delogaronys and male delepates an:
alser preponderant. For inseance, 41 the sixth Conference
of the Partics of the Conventian oa Bielogied Diversiy,
which was held in The Fligme, The Nethedaads, fm 7

Collechion of wid fruits o foud SN dachicates £ina Ty Athy SmaSneens namen any oy ew in

to 19 Apnil 2002, more then 0% ot dedrgmees were then,
Aromyst different gmoupe represented at the g, such
ay governmenny, TN agencius, inteenatiansd puvemmcnty]
arganizanons, NCGOs, indigenous snd local CONININIGSS,
mdustry and redis, che feprosentation of wamen averagu|
3%, Only the educativn and wniversiey secior hud a
msjority G870 of women dolemes. A similar scenaic
applics 10 vnramzations snd mcclngs on susiainahle
devddupment basad in New Yok, Wichin 17N SUCNCICE,
wumen sill rormnn in positions of lower snns, with 60%4
coalined v administrarive and clovis] fields fic, women
hold oaly 20% of the geopraphical [Prsts 8t senione
management levell, As the Ineeenational Civil Service
Commission ceports, “at this fale, reaching geruder pasity
will raloe 44 vouns TUNIFEM 2000 97




A rescarch study conductixl among, staff persanmel w
specitic inreprared comservation and developrant projects
ACDPs), basal in Africa and Asis, conlivms thac
biadiversity conservanon is siill 2 male-dominure
enviremment, while women condone to perform
admimserative tasks (Flintaa, 2003; 27). With iow women
at manugerial leved, it s not an easy task 1o addeess dae
continued inequality berwern men and women, as i 13
decp-rooted o mose governance scuctures. Moroover,
the attenton to the genderissues expressad in documents
is rarely translaed into acoon, As Brecherton (200%; 115)
nbserved, women’s advovaics and exisang Tobhying
networks have heun ‘oxcesaively preocoupicd with the
wsertion of words and phssses i mtenutional agreements.
which has become their principal ecasure of success, soil
have faled to demonsttae sinlar zesl in reladon s
monitoang and compliznce. In addidon, fow govctnments
have effeatively integrated pender palicics i their
sustainaldc development struteris, and their pendereuiry
initianves cend to buve an ad dar character.

Lrom apreerncnis w action While the ahove evideace
indicates thal most envizenmenitad xoficies are not tarprered
to wamen's goles and newds, rescarch and develuprrean
stracepies also rarcly comsicler pender aveds ol prioriics.
Woinen's Jueal koowledae 15 ce@ymizenl s lundamental
tw gusranice tood secunty, and ir is wrgucd thac i€ women
vonirolled more of the vsuge of natuzal resources, they
would do more 1o consceve chem, Thus, wamen's
tnvolvernent wnd cmpowerment are nealad Lo secure
management of hinlogical esources.
Fanpewerment in chis mest cnails che improvement of
the coaditons of rura women. in their mole as users anxd
preservers of lacal hiological knowled:. Maorcover, ic
muxt be tecognized thar pender-differendated iucsl
knanwledge svstems play s decisive role 10 dhe conservation
of in s bivlegical diversity. Practenl solutions and
alternativis wre nocded (o mees worms shiot i-term needs,
wy well as o address Jonget-icrm eavironmentxl
congervaton needs, To increase dae wvolvement al
women and enhanec their role as managers oF hiadiversity
and decisiom-makers, It (s necessety 10 cacourage
wavernments and developrmunt ofgzaaizations to trest
gender as a cross-curting issue, relevant in diffenan ancas
of develupnunt, and Lo incorporste pemicr conecrng ot
the netonal hiodiversity strarepies and action plans, It:s
e i baild on e reasnlates and processes such sy
e Plaa of Tmplenumtation of the World Summit for
Sustainable Devclnpment (% SSD) char recognives the need
1 prenole women's equal access 1o Tull parcapanon,
on the bazs of equality with men, 1a decision-making w
all levels, through full and equal acceys o amomic
oppurtunity, fand, credie, education and health-cace

sl

swrviers”

Pacaggaph 6(d) of rhe Plan of lmplementation of

B0 MNoneaaly MWows

Wwotld Summit on  Suscainable Devclopmens,
Johunmuslwrg 2002 204 Pavds Deds wnd Rensta Rubian £
Navural Reiserass Form 28 (NN 201-204 The mnmadional
commuanity bas reinctated several ames the ander message
siri-ss environment and natursl resoorces. 1LUis imperstive
now thal commitments contaifice 10 1acernatiodal
agremnents ave teanslanal inla angible action,
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