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/o Teame on board our
L‘-y /ifcond fight of the

W onadic Newx, aftor o

buwuger landing of e promicre is-
sue.

1135 vue carnest bope that this modes!
publiation — growize oul of 3 foit neal
to aclcylate and meanngly main-
streamn he plights and aspirations of
the lot of the Indigenous Peoples
s copntes and world over: will re-
mEin CONRISTEntly o Cnrss in pur-
suwit of the nople goal This was the
fountan that inspired its berth. abirth
thut was ably midwifed by a fow local
visicnries of the Fourih Estars. But
the visions of these nen and svamen
could suffice, 50 wspeak, o the reso-
nance of an equel wagnitude from Uy
Lot ¢f the 200 milhon Todigenous
Pepples that dot the globe.

And the necds. Iears, mc':glhs,
hwpes, triumphs and tribuladons ol
these peoples are by no Way, miean,
nor are they far-letched. Neither e
trey enisory. They are real and sturk-
be they 1he Totof the wandering. ilif-
erate, sickly, wneglected und
wirginalized nowidic pastoralists of
Kenya or the dinuosting Barwa Pyg-
nues of The rainforests, (he Maoris of
News 7ealand, the Pular Eskimos.
hunter-gatherar Khuisan of the
Kalabari, the Tuurses of the Saburu,
thie Ohzonis of the Sarowiwa-fame, the
disappearing minuritses of the werld,
o the Abariginals ef Ausiralid to nane
but o fow

It 1s 1z taking stack ol Uiis topical con-
cerns by the Tndigenous Peaplcs, thul
weal the Tndigesous Information hel-
work (ITN) fele the unas 1o be ugh-
Lighting thase tssues.

In s issue we shall ooz on Health
Just like Indigeoons Pooples Leon
other conlinents, the Kenyan
Pastaralists. huoles and gatherers
aodd minprities bave conrinned 4o suls
Ler soire than edlier sum nnitics,

Ay van will Gud wot, the nomudic
pirstaralists to Loy coantry are kot i
e and space by 2 comimon alllic-

EDITORIAL

ton Thair powr lealth stams s 4 fung-
tion by extension of their slare of hu-
man undenlevelopment. pegicet and
a manifestabion of a fatling healthours
systent Living in the suaatizd mr
ginal areps, thes are widely illicerats
and ignueant, confiung, iSSucs ol per-
sonad byvgienc and basic: presendon
measares 1o the backstage of rheir
daily arruy of debilitating prioeitics.

Their wdubitive countryside and die
POST L0 HON-CXISLENT Lo MINICHEON
links serve to hamper lealthears ac-
ezes and delivery,

Notably, pastaral health prablems in
Keavazane ticd toa lustorically skewed
oficaud policy planning and imploioea-
tatiow, highly contralized and burein-
cratic and badly impeded By and
large. Kenya's pastorulises have ree
mained ouiside the realm in the cen-
tre-penpheey concep-tualization af the
worid,

Today, pustoralists continped to suc-
cumb (0 easily preventable distases.
but the Jreaded Alds sconrge is par-
ticulury (hrearcning Lo decimate thenw
this despite the Kenya Gosernment’s
rosabve al independence to combat the
threc cneties of developnien! namely
discases. 12n0rance and poyeny not-
withstuding,

The only respitc perhape lics in the
cnormous puteatial boguenthed us by
the nimerous medicinal phvs that
should be integrated iow Africa’s
healthcare system. The disprop-
ortionately higher number of trudi-
tiowd wedical pracibopess relative
madern modical doctors bears this oul

But wore reszarch i this area 18
nected Lo examine the eificacy of Uwess
antidotes and avail the practice t s
many people as possible 1118 granlys
ing shar the World Healib
Organisation {WHO) is taking stock
aof ttus, One anly cuulion 15 against
certain culnral aspects| lar arc atuh-

enn Lo good houlih

1t has beea a packed caleadar on (he
dawn of the new mulisnnum for the
Indigenvus P'ooples us they take per-
finent issues i their lamds head seen
froum our activilics and meelings” tick.
This presents npportunilics for their
networking given iwpetns by the
emergiog subject of wultcalmrabsw
in Adrica, Yot globulizateon shauld su
be let to prey on indigenons culiuns
and ideniifies.

It 35 in recognstion ol 1 his That we up-
hold effors by indipennns groups and
fast disappearing (oiaasitics lo pre-
serve whiat has sunaved of thewr nia-
teriad cullnre.

In this relentless crusade for 1he
course of Kenya's ITndigencus
Pooples. sample the SUOCISS StoDes
of hard-nosed women wha live
curved themsshves us heckons wl
hopes in their somumun lics

W samwerely thank all thosz who desdi-
carad their 1ime inwnoling diffzrent e

ticles in Uns edition.

Tn makag, a1l 1his and ol hers happen,
koop yeart svaluable vermments, con-
tributivns and criusas coming, The
trunciies we have repeived and con-
tinue gelling inspure us A 1ot ol
tion to helping us nmprove our prod-
uctqualily as we surgeon. Thank vou
and fon veadership’.

7 ¢ g )
_(. éqy ﬂr%/?w/ﬂv'

Haecutive Divector
Indiganous |nformation Netwark.
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AIDS - PASTORALISTS

Aids Sticks Out As Health Concerns Grow

Among Kenya

VR e A S ....-..............‘,g

staradisty e besicged Jul i

Koy, tced with sonyead of

prablems. ranging fram

dsezses, iieraey, paar sonlatan,

Tk ol casentanls Like warer, msecuniy
amd nndegdaselopunent maliiss

0 1hese the mast debilitwting anc
rampant bealth prebioms (o (he form
of diszases. Aoy among them the
drended HIVOAuls scourge, which
valls Tar zonzentald offors ameng all
prayers. To a preat magorily of the
pestoral pomumds, 1 axistemy nf ATV
Aids s e propaganda ef somir-
geare. e dus ta e scanty
sudvnmasien avatabic to ther,

Tl vast Norlbern Kenya pastornal
corridar s o lavle gronnd lwhisis
one of e st affected,

A cursony won indicates il s only the
Maendelve YA Wampwake Organ-
ization (MY WO 1l tnes fo scnsitey
e winnenfolk oo (he disaster thal
Adda has novwe beeome in Kenya, The
pimbpell women body enndncts 1
snli-Auds campaigus by rargeting (he
practics of teale penial mutilaion
WAy Tintoriuoatels, even (his
crusads anly reschies a pauy 10%of
ke population Tzaviug oul rhe
mijoraty s the outlving aress

Ihis Istter categury only minages 10
prk information on HIV/Aids from
third partiey

I he lack ol awarcness :nong
pastaralists 10 general fws rendered
them tragic vicrims ol HTVYAids.
HIVIAIDS 15 a vird ndgction cansed
by a vires bclonpng 10 the group of
retrovimses, It i a global pandemic
affecting the devcloping countries at
an wlarmng rate. Kenya isestimated
o have mare thao 2 million HIV
positive people vul of an cstimated
popalation of 20 illion. The gencral

previlence rate s abont 12% i tha
sural consers cund 2% 10 23%% 10 rban
centers. Ttavcountsior ubout 30% of
anti=taal mothers atlending MCTT
cluus while provaleuse fase o school
aoing, children is estimatad al 25%.
patiens sullering from LY related
illness ooenpy 80% bud spave of
Mbazathi District Huspaal sod §5%
of the hed space in Kenvatis MNitonal
Hespral as well a3 30% ol the bed
spoce i e dhistrict hospatals

Impacls

FATVAALDS affosts the mwest productive
ape group (19—45 years) and oy
of the middic clusses fall m 1his
brackst It is unw Believed 1o be
affzoting adolescentsischiool going,
children (agod 12 10 20 yearsin facge
mimbers). Actordingly. the follewing
factosddimensions shold Be bonc
il

& 'Theost of medical caee fort VY
AIDS patients 10 the natinnal
economy 18 cstimated by
cepnomists at approximaiely 30
pillion Keuya Shillivg annally o

whoul 145 of the gross domestic

product and projectad fo Increase
by 45% unnally, In G samevein
it has reduced the wonual gross
rate by | 56% uud the anoual
production of crucial agriculiusal
produce snch us aiize, colle, 1ea
and sugar by 3%

¢ HIV/AIDS has reduced the
average life cxpeclancy of
Kenyans from 63 years in 1985 1o
35 years currenty

& ITTV/AIDS is A vory expensive
discase aod while the cocktail of
(e anti viral drugs costs about
Kshs, 800000 per vear and is
beyond thie reach of most peoplc,
the peorer sectars of the socictics
in the Jower strata Jiving in
conditions of abject poverly
among in whom the disease is
inastly prevalent cnd up spending
their entire fartune m [he process
alconiacting one raditional healer
aller anather in a desporate search

n Pastoralists.
Hoan S, Abwert, Fravebtin Saitoté and Jaseph Hpangtre.

for Lure

¢ Increased provadence af oppnr-
namistit infections Vi ane dibicnlt
and expensive o et mcluding
it ¢ resistaut TR,

& The wumber of Ads arplins
neglesied, apathety. forsakenund
stiguatized Eving (i conditicens of
absoluyte squaler, v vow cstmated
at about SILOO0. Llus niunber is
estimated to increass by 45
annually, straiwmy the wauunsl
health budget beeause ol 1he
attendant prufuand  suodl
rarmifeations Pricoasy Schoals oy
very well be turned  twto
arphanages i the larcsccable
fulun:.

¢ HIVAIDS is pow tonsidered 0
flireal bo 1l national soowrity, Tl
LSA Pressdent. M Bill Clinwon
was revently reporied s lavany,
said that the Luned States woill
wloeie more Junds far ALDS
cogirollad activites glabelly haa
ondefense Indewd. at the cucrent
infecton ates, HEVIATDS as he
potentsil for wiptog ot a secian
pf hymanity aud disTupling
trachtional socaal shociures,

The firse rrials ol an Aids vaveine
developed by Keoyan and Lintish
scicutsts began du Sepramber  last
year in London. raisaug, hopas for the
ultimate developmett ol 7 vactine fur
the dresded sconrse.

Oxford West Member ol Parlianent,
Dr Evan Harris, the it tu stog out o
the imitial tests for the cxpenmenial
vaccine is loading a leam of LX ather
volunlecrs.

The vaccine isbeing developed by the
Oxturd=Nairobi Luternarional Mds
Varcne Inftiative (LANVT) panuership,
which consists of Qs fard Lniversiiy’s
Hunnan Tmmuanelugy 11nit. Uioveesity
of Naitobi’s Deparimant of Medical
and  [AVI, an

Microbiology
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AIDS - PASTORALISTS

interiationa mn=prolil organizalion

based 1 Kawy Yok, which is funding
Ve propest

Sejentosts will varcfily monitor tha
wolunteers o sec results of the
vasciiu s and i they ure spccessiul
thonsands of Lurthar \rials ary
cxpeitod to Lithe place 1 Bast Advica
This vea

The vaccoe theory i fhat 11 will
stiuiine the praduction of killer 1=
colls Lust cnough 10 prevent Alds
ifoction taking kol Said Dr Harris:
“} am taking, parin tus frial becuse 1
believe that tinding un cffective
vaccinte is our besi hope (o control
this devastaring diseass.™

& memher of the reseatcl wam. Prof
Inb Bwayi. said (he initial rescarch
will targes the low risk group before
moying to (he high ris& group,
comprsing of prostimees and fong
distanze truck drivers

The trials are starting in Brilaio
hecanse of Acensitions fhat ko the past
it 1+ oaldy the Africans who have been
nsed for trials oo Aids vaseings of
drigs.

“There is alwuys 1his accusation just
under 1he surface 1hat we ure using
Africans 45 Guinen pigs.” sand T'eof
Andrew MeMicheal, who heads the
Eritish feam.

“This tine. we are usng yolusleers
here (LK) as pumea pigs.” Prof
MeMiciieal believes the vaceing,
which is bused on shimnlating the
“keller T winge blood cells in thebody.
has more than 50-—30 chunces of
SICCOSS.

Between H—if low risk vohanteers
will be recenited w paricipate o the
{irst phase of the HIV/Aids vacone
toals in Kenya,

i Omu Anzala, a consultan!
virologistfinwm nologist, wha is wsu
in the research e stresses that only
individuals with Lhe logal capacity to
provide mmformed consent and whe
understangt the pro’s und COA'S of L

resancls will be epmtlod s vohmiess.
“The patticipanss will be feee 1o
withdsaw from the study without
projudice ar uny time,” I adds. Ho
A, voluntesrs will he sercenid 1o
cnsyre they are HIV nepeative,

S aze laking HIV nogative peuple
becaise Lhe vacche is to be wsad Lol
preventinn i warasacarc for Aids.”
erplust2cs Dr Apeala, addi ng e fiest
plinsc of L tiials wll Tast six mnnths.
The sezond phase. which invulves
20—311 people, will take o peried ul
e vear 1o uac year and i Iatl while
e 1hird und fast phase, invelving
3000 -S000 people will yake between
(wo to three s2ars (u complele

“Ian the first phisse, we shall be testing
the safety of the vaccine, to se<
whether at has any adverse effects,
whle the second phase will be usod
to determine wherher 3 elicits the
roqitived tnnmng response. 1 The Tast
phase. we will esablish s abilily 1o
protect and its effcctivencss.” he
adds.

Huwever, scientists have warned that
it cpuld lake yeurs to complarc the
tnals, Vikedy tu invohe soons than 10
people.

Dr Anzala adds that (heir grearcst
chulienge Tics in allaying (he anxiely
af Kenyans and pelling volunlesss for
U teials. Towards thus end. the project
is sel to carey oul AEEressive
sensitization of (he mials amony all
stakehwlders.

Wi are stmggeling 1o save the naton,
hence the request that people come
oul in spport when (e time comes,”
says Dy Anzala.

The arganization is also working
cusely with the Warld Bank, UNAids,
and other donars (o crcate an Aids
vaccine Purchase Fund that would
purchasc amd distribuic sale and
cftwcdive Adds vaoeing in developing
conntries.

Initial reseucch for the vaccine
involved a sample of between 30—35
commercial axx workes drawn from
Nairobi’s Magzngo slums

The slom-based prestifnies have
repentedly hoan exposed (o The yuus
that canses Aids bui have faited 0
contruet thi disease fruw as wiy back
as 1985,

o0lmtal resech Sadings on these
womert showe (hat they 2ame inta
contact with the vieas. bul their kller
T-gells (which are piot of the Dady s
MuDE sYSteIn) were uk lc te quackly
desteny e cells, which lad been
infiocted with e vins, Cariers ulthe
| cells are resistant W HIVAids.

Based on these resulis, in 1995
ceicntists frow 1he nmversities of
Oxlord and Nairobr spopsored by
TAVE began (he development of &
vaccime, aimed af introducing the
prodhaction of the kaller T-cells in other
Twinsn heings.

The process of developing the
vaceine bogun with the develupment
of a vaceine constricted i rhe Uk,
based on the HIVIAIGS sub-lvpc A.

“The reason for choasing this sub-
tvpe”, expliins Dr Ansala. s boziuse
it 1 Uhe domuuant type in Kenya.”
Sub-type A constifutes 70 per cenl of
the HTY strain prevident in Gee conotry.
Sub-types C, 13, and L share the
femaitng 30 per cent

The key te the vaccinc is the
scicntists’ projection that they Zan
boost the so callod Killer T-velis inthe
Sedy 1o fight off the HIV vrs.

The global scicutific conunnnity
opies the breakthrough will ivally
calmunate into Ve developaent of 4
vaccine to combat the deadly vims bul
it is il unlikely robe mailable befarc
the lapee of e wext decadc

Recent surveys in parts of Sambury
District particutarly in Wieso Eustand
Wuaso West HIV/Aids 15 chaeily
cavsed by the atbeewise lucrative
tourssm industry. Partiouar camers aie
kinavat 10 he locul and visiting Kemya
Army persannel. Kenva Wildlife
Seryice (KWS) rangers and olher
unsformed aud cvcn cvilians whi
make periodic trips 1o these rural arcas
L PR R z R o »
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AIDS - PASTORALISTS

Tarist is ki bushiess 10 thess dreas
of the distrcr. Kamerons Lonrst
lodges  and Lacilitics  have
mushroomed. Tuor dnvets and lwtel
workers often Jure nasuspecling Tol
wame ity seX - womet whio often
Y to vk a hving eut of jrastisiton
and 10 tbe process contract the
iscase

Sy tradinond dances beiug the
preferrad 1o0ms) atlraction, ey
Marons (warciorsy ape cmplessd i
(hase hotels. Given the bcr til these
gy afe i antanucd about the killer
dizesse, ey nlumately pass the vins
i o beic Siaranal (el fanosss )
at honie

The satcliie of army bafmcks in Lhe
area 15 alsy to blame Jor thie seceol
gpsarze in HIYAuds menace The
trend bas hoen thut the gy en
enzupe lovil girlsw ith l‘;sl;c profmises
of wmarriage With unwanred
pregnancics, the pour airls cad up
prestingtign 10 ke wsls meet

Other coramon fealth problems io e
azeq inchuse waterbome diseascssuch
as cholers, maaria, Iyphoyd and
winochy, and dvssuieny patana is
yuginly aftribuled by he pressace of
Ewnaso Nyire, wisch acts as a
bresding site for MAsqUItHzs.

Military founsm 1s oac emering
dilemnz among Kenya's
indigenous pastarul
penples. e Bol ish Armiy
have tazcly nsed and left
pumerons uozxploded
ordingnces doring its
mulitary pperavons. 1he
landinings jeft afier these
activiuzs have clannen
iy bunan wad Al
lives, ' hese operilions iu
gdditipe  l¢  causing
passive covitonmental
degradalion tke place 1
peime pasivral Jands,
prompling uthabitanis 19
A0HVE L0 PODTET HNCIE.

Pater is vel another big

pafalvang i vost ol acuvities eritival
to the swvival of pastordl Brps.
Pogple and nngs e forced ta traved
long dastances in cearchof watze It i3
Luardly soiprising then it in extyens
circumstunces these comui nities Are
compelicd (0 shafe Watcr with wiid
animals, renning the risks of
cuntracting diseascs aad haing
atacked by these animals.

Aids has ruised major issues s
duterent socicties concerming sexul
attitudes and practices.  AIVONE e
Maasui pastoralists. te situation 18
as had, A few years ago Aids s
considered a diszase Lhat ondy aflliscd
thz wibkan elites, prostitutes and
forciguers. Sums Phongid it was d
oy th. Rezent stalystics hawewver
incsite thint in Kajiado Thstrict 45000
peaple af 12 per cent af the district’s
popukatiun are 1T pesitive

A the Muasai faoe up o the realiaes
ol the Ads siourge. Soue cultural
pravtices sgill in exisience puts them
ar Togh risk. Chuel among tbese 1s
potamism. 1he morans engaped
murricd. wamarricd and widowed
women (n casual sex ool 19 ential
(e teader age at which they eogage
in uaprolected sex with young gicls
as they gathier to sagin hanyatuas,

Polygatny, wile-sharing und fertiliny
rituals done annually 10 bless women
10 huve children help increase the rate
of HIV transmission umong the

s Ag:“ﬂ'r!

Maasa Dunng these fertility cuals
women especially these who uare
harren would have sex willvany mau
it they desperation to have childser.
Circynuasion jad gihcr surgerics like
ear picrcing wheye one raul ol
gpecation is uscd moOg Iy people
withoul sterilization also MUCUEES
HIV Lransnissin

Also provipiatmg e spread ol ATDS
iy Maasat laad s poverty. This has
jed to many wemen sngaging 1N
sommercial sex 10 make ends mecl
Poverty is ageruvated by {he carrent
drought that 18 threatening  teir
Yivelihood s porvs ans dVg e iasse
Many women fane thios moved 19
pommercial comeds fur the teads
Pustaralism ad nomadisin ane Y
blime brganse as intreted it nove
with theiranmals i suzyrch tor waler
und pastirs Lhey engase i sex and
herefore sproau The vims.

A high percentage of the Muasal are
illiterate and 1oy lhos Lheir
paderstanding of the facls aboul
AIDS and the cxtend ol dange s
causing w snciely  THeiT 1gnornee
abhout safe sex aud condoiu ISE 3
beyond comprehension and their
reluctan to behavioural change and
especially o some gatmodad coltural
practices in it fast changing wortld is
worrying

e to hndgetary CoNSIrnts und the
absence of fcilitics i most of Muasai
Jand, ey do without
sowe vial medical
wformation and wurst
still don 1 scck medil
attention, which muy
also belp fuel the spread
al ATDS

ITnjess the curfcnt
trends of sexvality and
sonnie enlturnl pricrices
espociply those which
beip spread the sCOUTES
are addréssed as q
matter of urgsncy, The
spread ul HIV/ATDE will
cantinpe  vnabuted.
{lsrcatening pencrlions
Lo LOMmE.

Worsen wshing in the viver: Tt isalo the main sowree of
Arinking weter fin borh biman v aasinals,

probiew uf the
pastoralisis, the Jack ol it

Wsmatdlic Heas 20001102 6




AIDS - KAJIADO

1594 1395
12100 776 180
MARSABIT 120 ¢
GRAIESA 143 84
MANGER 0 0
YikJIR £5 a
Kalann 275 18
NARUK 72 i
SAMBLAL) 217 44
TURKANA 190 58
WEST 20407 49 15
RIFI Vgl LEY |
PROMMCE TOTMLS 3520 1B11

12/21/2000KENYA NATIONAL AIDS CONTROL POGRAMME
AIDS CASES BY DISTRICT OF REPORTING SITE

1985 1847 1953 1892
1160 0 105
8 4 2 i
51 23 i 24
2 ¢ ] 32
a g 20 g
42 0 17 b
a 0 19 146
a7 58 137 102
) 4 0 29

5 ) & a
54 1579 1255 1036

2000 TOTALE . TUTNL &
0 181 o
n a56 23
148 bh a

J 63 3

) 230 2.3
a3 325 0.3
N g07 0.3
0 376 3
o 195 0z
581 14226 A7

Ti:fc is an doubit [nurn the current
alunoing reparts of people
indected with HIV Auds aad of
thase dying fram the soouepe that the
discasc is real And il i spreuding Iike
bush lice, When Aids was first
discovered it was regarded e mest
parts a2 a disease of Lhe urban or jusr
of specific groups. While people were
still buried 1n this miseonceplion, the
dizease was quictly creepiig across
the popularion aad it is pow that we
arc getling, {he discouraging resulis
of Ui phenomenan

I il ook o Jong bafare prowpt
Az rssive medsures wore sideriken
1o curd Lhe preblem. T is still evident
(hitl even after almast 17 vears down
Mies Lizes of the identification of (e first
citse w Keoya. 2 fot of good strategic
pliws wde are sill in paper and
planning phase, slow  in
noplesenticion, 22 alone mgmtoring
and #valuation of the sitation, Chis
tilermia was not cxeaptional with the
tummunity of Kajiado Disirict Kenyu
ol whom the dominant group is the
pasferalisis Maasal. Aids i Lhis
commuuity 1s commanly assozated
followed wath dearh and 1his nedies it
diflicult e wik abour it openly Sengus
infesvenlions o address sexuully
Transnutied infections and 111V Auds
i K sicle were startod 10 1995 with
the supporl of the Relgian

Trr v v r v s aalWaa s

Government gl Liler, cospled with
the World Bank |u supplement Ui
Miniatry of Tfeatth ellors. Although
the Belgian sippart was given for
only 3 vears, 1 niade lremendous
achicvements,dind if only Uongs bad
gonc on in the same pace for unother
sinular perind, Fam aowvioesd, Kapndo
would have conne oul (o tell a success
story in bringeng down Lhe weidence
in the Distrect and il would lave acted
as a role modcl o be winukated in other
arcas. The project atlemapied to

penctrare o the eass rool by working
through Divisional Aids Conumitless
and even Locatinnal Aids Commnitless,

This was in a way o assure
sustainability by local people
purucipating in advocaling wbout Lhis
problem. Initially the project undertovk
a number of baselne survevs for some
groups thar were observed. as conld
be high-risk groups to the spread of
STIs and HTVYAids, Jor exumple the
primary and secombiny sclwol pupils,
livestock tradess, loed bandlers and
ocommes2ial fox workers: Studies wers
alsa donc of the untepatul care
mothers who are thoughi {0 give a
represcntation of the pencral
populatian. All of these studies were
donc in wrban and rurl areas of the
district. The results of Lbese studics
would also coable the project plan tor
Uy appropriate interventiun lor euch

proup. Bricfly some of the outioies ol
Ihese stadics were as folluwiog

ajiado Aids Survey identifies Risk
Factors and Groups

R I

Boscpdiine Samaga Lesiamon
For ford bandlers [ pasple working
serving Wy drinking and eatiupy, public
premisest. the purpose of 1he survey
wis o 4sscs the imparance of tos
group papulation as & pessible Tomus
in the spread of STTand prabably T
Alds. The survey showed hil the
food bandlers ase at 4 ngher nsk for
HIVYAids infection than e general
population, Fomale fond hiwdiers are
maore suseptibie lo T il wath
a prevalence rate of up lo 30% 1 e
group 25—15 years and up ¢ 75%
amaong those whn reporied more Ut
002 52X parcs i s growp. Svptabs
providence 38 Toav amvong food ooz
as opposed to the high prevalems
lound among the Adwaat e
attendants. The level ul koupdedie on
HIV iz unsatisfactory hut vutuparible
o orber papulating zoops. oeither
dacs it Isad o beluvioel clange. As
far soual bahaveor, e Reod Tuodiers
frong is mote ssoular Wi penseal Oul
Paticat Departonen (OPD] patient
aronp and shows less rsky belunior
than thase patients with sexoally
transmitted Jafectoms (ST1

A scroprovalence studv ooy STL
paticnts is needed (@ see 3 s
belavior i transkated so o higher HIYV
provalence The oomiber of ney sextal
partnees (bal ncd 1o (he 1ofal pumber
of partners) repurieel the s & menths
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is significantly rekared oo HTV stams.
Thi< dlnstrares v importance of this
paramcter. Tnformarion, Edneation,
Communization {{EC ) interventions for
this group has to pay particular
atteotion to (he more vulnerable
fermale group and conswier vadio and
television as posstble twols ol
comumunication.  Other straceyies 1o
change sexuval behavior besides
awareTss maisang luave Lo be explored.
Lt v found tiat nchio mad TV are pot
unly the most popular bul also most
elficienl wavs v sducale Tood
landies, LIV bansanssion, \Whersas
the TN nupreves knowledige oo HIV
rrespreLis e ol edncaiional level, radio
seenns o e lanee wndoin use b
less exfoiled undy Hoth media alse
mereise e perceived nsk for HIV
mlgviign, [Relereove: Kapado STI
progect repont 1397)

The Knowledge .-\llilpd‘e'and
Practica (ROAT soevey in both prinery
and  sccondary  schonls  was
conduarad using a self-administered
questinnnanc among, students in 15
primacy amd D secondary setools
the =iv divisions of Kajido District,
The sespandents were naby girs mid
hays meksses S0, Taod oros 1, 2,
sondd The weoety of the pupils s
preimary sehools tel) o the ape bracket
of 12— 16 veas ald winle those o
recoidary were |5 Zlsearsold A
rotal of #37 pupils vy prinarey schoals
and 861 stdems in secondary
sehaals pacticipied o e survey.
The target anber ol respondents was
A0 Toas prisesy schooly wod 75 [or
secondary schouls, The Tublewing,
canclusiar was arrrved at. The
awarancss kavels of STUTTV A dds are
aquite Bigh

Mosr scoamilane school pupils engape
irsex T promaes schoals s nuoiber
i5 dlawst as Righy s g i the ape
of 10 years, Condams are used v 260
in sccandary sehonls and 14 5%
primary 11t was ubseryed from
questions e studsnts wrote at the
hack of the goestnmure Ut the
muiority  all them  harbor
misconzcptions particularle on the
relatiaaship ot cen ST o LILY or
AIDS Thair quesions dlenly shigwed.
the nead 0 seosifize 1o oo Ents

abaut ALDS, roodes uf Iransmission
and U relationship with STDs The
{following recommendations weee
ke, wlieh Jormed stralegies and
aulivitics ix the miereention for this
2roups

* Develap & question and
answer bpoklee drivang te lonmlon
from the many questions asked by e
students.

¢ Lglublistunent of a schoul
heahh educarion progranyme rhat
speaifically addressses STDsMHTVY
ATDS prov-eation and coneral 13
neecssary, Developmenr of specific
messages for the differont levels of
veath in schonls isvital, There is need
ta have vauth represeatives in
miltisceroral comminees All rthese
elfons should be geared 10 cnconrage
the youth 1o schov! (o postpnng
sexul rclations

Another sarvey on Knowledge,
Attimde, Pracrice and Behavior was
conducred in 199G among adnit
mambers of Kajpiada Dizvics regarding
STI and HIVYAIDS The sindy was
conducted using  focus grong
discussion, The findings of the siody
ravealed among othzes low levels of
knowledge on the modes of spread
and methods of geevention of TITVY
ATDS. lack or inproper Congom use
und multple sex partners as Soms
canses af sexwally transmitied
wlechous w e dstnet, Dunng, te
stody ot abso canne oul cleardy Wl the
main enlprits of ST transmission in
b distnet are lvestock truders who
b the namire of thair trade move a lor
T Feann (owns whils conductong
their bustoess and falling prey to thoss
whiv would also be wanting, fe prex ou
thwir mony,

The study was conducted in six
livestock Ieling ventres willnn
Kupado district. i.e. Ongata Rongai,
Kzt Emale Ewoast-vonkadony.
Sajiloni and Tsimea The first thece
represenled the urban centres in the
districr and rhe Jast three represeniod
the nuzal ventnss.

Al ol I fiese were centres obsenved (o
have rclarively laspe volume of

Dvestock 1rade o rhe dismricr, The
fallowing conciusion was uiade lrom
us sludy

The status ol knowledpe, attitnds.
pracrice and behaviour of these oo
Lougeuroonkidongiand Sajifoni came
aut to he different or rather kow Irom
tose [rom Ongata ongai. Kiscrian,
FEmali and Isinya. A rolatively lugh
nutnber 99.6% bid beand of STDS
9T 8% had heard of HIV/AID: Outof
1S53 b ol seen an Auls gancor i
comparison to 120 whe had

The majarity of those wha had nos
scon were from the muzad ceadres, A
nunanal A0.3%% kacw of the difforence
between HIV aod Awds winle 4
relatovele high 62.4%, sated rhes wers
not aware although ey bud Dearnd ol
e lvu erminologics Sox was stared
by 91 2% s a mode of spreadiog HIY
Condom use fathfnlncss was
mentioned by 36 9% and 62.8%
respoctfislly a3 modes of preventing
HIV spread. A lagh number, 93 2%,
ld Deedd of comedoms, only 739 kacy
of irs advanrages whila cven 2 lower
3% ke the othier pooop ol core
transmirers ware e commersial sex
workers. Hus geoop was fownd o
comcont readily and opznby inNgang
Ao | b prost anied lso ol nusing
the level of awarcness ta this gronp
U

* Person o persen sduzihon on
STDs and HIVYATDS and in mon
Educate partners and noighbors.
eventually becwme pen educitors.
Educate thea on the wse of condoms
and proger disposal ol the saowe afee
use,

3 ldentify  other  pcote
geneenning acrivinics thar woakd give
thean un eurmng fora lving.

. CBW's as agents ol supplhers
of condoms-in bars and ather public
premisas.

Other tacpet groups thar were
identlied as apents ol chanpe are
MEakotoni {Cant pushers sspecially

Homadie Flewa 20001702
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i sewme busy ureass ke Onpata
Ron:.
Trickers and poriers at Najognuga
border

The o erge v dow e cnltural bomas
aud group rouchas at Laitukitnk.
Vhess graups atter being taaned or
sensilized wonld he agenls for
sprending the messige,

L he: Kajiado 11 project under the
suppoet of e Brigian Government
wiich indtiated i has been able 0
pudertake a lot ol activites with
addmional supger! from thewoeld
lak

Ofher activaves nndertaken by the
projest ane:

4 Satting vp of an STD progct
ulfice within U premises of Kajado
Idszeiet Hospral with ultcg-modern
comrnicaten padgcs.

L] Catublish # proper iufuciiation
and epmutcatinn restune centre
withan the vitice with all sarts of
reading teesia ks, asdio visual aids ke
adin. vides wmswnes, elevision 525
atthe districtelhos and inabout thees
divisians wills the ainy of instaliing
e iy all the daviseons and oventually
down 16 the lecauon levels.

E Enhance nobility wadon 1he
destice by provision of a four-wheel
drive double cabin vehicle and
provisian of neorbikes within some
divistons. 2 mitesbikes were added
Ihecugh World Liank sappart.

* Tastadiwent of blood scrcening
wanchines at the diserict hwspital for
blood sulety  serezning sl
reansfusion

¢ Training of health personnzl
on proper $ 1717 case mupapement asl
connseiiug.

o Othar pon health warkers hawe
also been tained like teachers. sivil
servants, lovul leaders.

L Eobanee  wwltisectoral
collaboration af the distict level aml
mors ot the divisional fevels. alse
putside the distigt with ¢.p 1he
Assaciation of Feaple with Aids
ITAPWAK), Konyu Aids Dun
Gavenwmenial Aids Consortinm
(KANCOH. Through (he project il was
possible 10 juake presentations in
tedsational svenpasinms hike the
Abidjan coufcrence on HIY 1998 A
nuaober of health workers ware alse
spopsufed ta atizod nutional
wonferenaes on HIV within Maonbl It
atsn orgapied cducagonal 1oWs o
neighboring conntries like Tanzimia
for exvhanpe of ideas on the scourge

The projest had u component of stall
development where  same vivil
servanrs huve benefited thiongh
(raenings. on Soiddation by AMREF
rov cquip people with skills an project
laewledee and skills on Sazalitayon
“p$ieC CAMPIZLS Wt S inderiihen
in bath primary and secondacy
schools. livestock 1raders. conumercisl
sex workers, mallo tonts wixd drivers.

zart pushers, aud the conuniry
Jazue, esprecially ducing the warks Al
ditys. The project Lamched with
suppart frean the World Hank. the Lt
Kajiada Jealess smpostunt 02 NS,
FTALDS in 1955 Thoe s over
300 paricipuuts fron all over the
distrizr The project bas @15 beeo
undertaking momiorng v all the
nealsh acilitics in e disirict of the
ATT drugs and supervision ol the
facilines (o cnsure al Thay are w2
positiun 1o carry vl the serviees

w fplemeniers of 1The project are
GOE cmplovees. but zarher on (e
Behgium suppon safaned 4 secleton
ataff whu were also plesed out Lites

ALl in all, this gs s 1 sy Wit the
projeet has nal hezy without
cunsteaints, A hig druwback was
realizad adier the ternuuatsm of (he
Balgiw grvernusen suppart iu Jone
1984 Adthomght (he projoct sull has
suppuit from the World Bavk  the
autivities bave stallzd dns 10
bireaucratic bottlenecks ol acquinoy
funds from 1he natomal levat down b
the project at the dostoo level and v ion
versa a5 appesed 10 the Lelginm
systern which was direel (row he
headquarters w Nairobi nghi 1o the
prgeet and down to the devisiond
Jexel programme superyisan and
maniloring of the project was also very
close from the Navohi headyguisters.

Sgmne yory imporiant madertaking like
yanslation of some English hooklets

Livestock Survey:
Distribution of ever having heard of HIV across the six centerz.

(rgata Bonoai | Kiserdan Froall EwasoKedong | Saullon isinya lutal

I % [n |% Inf® |n [|'% no|% |n (il s
w 17 43514 | 31| Slen| W [ 578 o %ol N | BH|EF 63
yes 2 A4l Al | BeY| AiS0 | A |42 23 | 40| 20 | 845 | M6 W5
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on Aids inte Maason lual were not
camplete v e vud of the Belgiam
support uppears st 10 have been
shchved and o Jol of resources was
woliully put inte i Same equipment
fhat weie o be procurad or cven
procunsd by the end of funding were
nar delivered (o Ue project for its
cuntimuly. The Balgive supporl
warndd have had just caed to do an
cealoauun of the project 1o s jis
sustatnability A1 the districe fevel v
proj luss  conflicting roles. i o=
ordination. thos ¢avsisg undne
irerferanues Some mismanagement
of prajeet finds, atnbuted to little
nioitoring, and so-ardingtion of the
Aids activitics in the districe has also
hocn reported.

Recommendations

The bascling that Lhe project
undertook initially was of vilal
inpartance and Yiere 1 oo reason why
upEressive campaigns an STV
ATDS in Kapado stiould not 20 on
wwterruptad. The current agendi ul
HTV is a global smergency and
inedule inereention approaches
should he continued, Lhe wssue of
sustuuability should ga aleng will i
and there should ot e pre-
vonceaved ambition cyver it Phere is
anescalating noober ol Tuberculosis
cases evident from the overcruaded
TE wards in both Kajiade and
Loitokitok hnspifitls. More studies
should lovk into this issicin terms of
prevakence of THAVEALDSas well s the
housrng, status as a3 mode of

trunsmissian of the vires. Morc
teaining of. health workess woul) (e
heulth institutions inclngtng rhe
private, NGOs aod udevidualy should
b orgirorzed, Llling gaps causod by
irrcgular transters roother aneas

There should be an etlicienr and
effcctive supply. tnclnding s
montonng, of 11 drgs withio the
public and private health facilities in
all pastoral drstrets, There 15 a necd
for a district inferseiorgl Aids
comrmiler Datd, infarmation and
recarding ar the hospial aod the
project need to be supplicd. There is
anced foran ovaludtion ul the project
10 gssess the impact and mavhe 1o
replan for improved ellectivencss of
all projects The prygect sbould also
1ex Lo sohweil lor funding feam
elsewhere for its oonnnnm .

From Hea!th to Hunger the
Turkana Remain Unlnerable

-------- PR 8384204002209 00000 0adbissorusvinnsddsdsean

wkana Disinel s sitaated in the

Northwesiern part of Kenva 1

(s the largest i the country with
o ares of TTOM s koo, It borders
Sudan vo the Northwest, Bthiopiu to
the Nnith, Lgands to the Wesl,
Marsabit Disteint 1o the East, Sanru
arid West Pokat distncts to the south,
The popuiation is 470000 with 70%
besug pomadic pastoralists. One of
the most noportant charctesnstics of
this lifestyle is mobility throngh whicl
they respond (v 2nvironmental
conditions by eoncenletion on lozally
abundant resonrcefmmnly water and
pasiurel areus and by moviog woyay
from areas ol resouro: searcity

The diserict is classified as 100%
ASAL (Andand Senn-and Land) with
adverse weather conditions rhat
negahvely aftoct hungn aud livestock
survival. I bus expericnced severe
droughtin the Fist one-year and others
in the pust years. The droughts and
famines expose the populution ta
severe wadnutrtion, especially among
children. Thaore 3 seventeen
administrative divisions witl three
CONStinIcHcies,

The pastoralisis depend vo animals.
which do not give them enough
moonie.  This is bacause of the low
and unpredictable rainfall with he
anoual amaunls varang from 100—
300 mm. This silalivn is forther
worsened by the frequent droughts,
T seltenent arcas. women ey o oweel
faunly busic noads by making and
selling baskets. mats, reavs, local brew,
charcoal and firewood—which cams
Wt very linle ingone,

e R

/amém" ek

Tlh:cmmuumuuun neowork isa major
impediment god most roads arc
impassabie amd peed feur-whieed difve
vetucles duc en difficul) lerspus. Most
of the rouds arc unclassified will
some e binvange being wirbiont moals
atall The o wode of rranspart in
the district is teve) o loor (60%5),
Others inclisde vetucles £27%) and by
anmamil (%) (Seane R ML, DCH
AMRu Survey l‘)%:

SR

HEALTH PROUBLEM
Malane

3. Arasmia

HEALTH PROBLEMS AND CAUSES ! RISK I'ACTORQ

CAUSE/RISK
Muer soretation, ignotanse

1

2 Respiratory Dsgoses Lack of Hedth seracas, Datant Faalth Maciltics
3. Lyarrhara Dizaagns Lack of watar, ignornce

1 Niseases of Uw gkin Lack of water

9. kyeirfantions Lack odwistar ignoratey

0. Tibeiculasis Distant Hestth Facifties

I Nanutstian Fowarty, Dranghts

g Water coptarninabap narance

g Uvestock Dis2ases Liacs of vatanmany seices ooonaise
100 Hwatid Dsease lanovance

11 Snaka hitas Paer sfrastachye

12 Din-shol weands Sepsis  Faalties

Foar Nitrition, ndecbon

Homadic Hews 20001102
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155 700 TEN MUHRIDITY CAUSES
| ‘Aﬂ'fﬂlu

2z gl y disgasas
Fidtloed niseazss
Migeases ot g akip
Fre inloy.anz
InraatiRY wurns
Snnders
Liararacindectioas
Pagumaisa
Farinfeols

L 100 ~=d _q;h Lroa

The Turkana community xpefiences
rampang healeh prohlems and has
reniincd vilnerable o hoth diszases
and cowditions rhat are prevenrable,

The capess; Risk facamy are:

Luck of heal U services, distunt health
faciluies, Jack of wiler. paveny {not
able to meet drug focs — cost sharing
incinded), droughrs, inlectons, poor
salrstrucnines and sgonorangs,

PROVISION OF HEALTH
SERVICES -

Turtkaua land hiolds three tvpes of
communilies where health and
dovelopment problems and needs are

Wally differeat Provisionof
assaatial natth services and
developmenr ngeds are
totally different. Provision of
lissie essential health care
roqnires dillerent appmaches
lor  cach ol these
comnanigs:

¢+ Sclifed communities

¢ Scan-seldod comimnumtivs

¢ Numad Pasraral com-
thunudses (70%)

The healily services in the
district lave aver the yeirs
been  provided by (e
Gencrnment of Konya (4054)
and the churches and Non-
Cmveamnuental Org i zalions
(025,

Virtoally all offorts ut
providing health scevives o
Turkany District have begn
mostly focused an set|led

i

Tinsoay Tarkans givls, dressed i

original tradisamal artir.

und semi-seltled
communibes. The nomadic pastoral
cammumnitics have oot boen
adequalely reached becuuse they live
inares thut wre difficull to reach. Very

DISTRIBUTION /CATEGORY OF HEALTH FACILITIES

Lew bencfil fryin anobile and cueuch
services

DIVISION.  HOSPITALS H/CENTRES DISPENSARY MOBILE CLINICS PRIVATE CLINICS
GoK NGO GoK NGO GoK NGO GoK NGO
Cerral 1 i a o 1 (i 1 2 5
Kalakel 0 0 ] 1 2 | 0 b 1
Kaknm & £ 2 0 a 1 1 0 1 1
Turkael 1 0 0 1 ] 0 a 2 2
Lokickogic O 3 0 1 a 0 0 2 2
Katil 0 0 1 a 1 1 0 a ¢
Lowod g 0 o 1 3 ] ) 1 a
Kzsleng J J 0 n 0 4 a 0 2
Kibsh U a Q ¢ 2 [ a 0 0
Laima L o 0 d 1 1 0 o 0
Kahik d [ 0 1 P a 0 1 0
Laour 0 J ! 0 L 0 i a a
Lamso 0 0 1 i a i a 0 o
Lokkamng 1 L () 0 0 2 0 1 0
Kzrla a 0 ¢ 0 1 0 a 0 a
Granl o 0 a 0 0 a 0 b b
Lakinar 0 0 1 1 0 [ 1 a0
§ Vomadic Hews 20001/02
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Efforts lo Reach Nomadic
Pastoralists

Tha punadic pastoral copuninity over
the yeirs has bad 00 Beecss 10 {he
sasic eseential bealth Cure scrvices in
the distiet.  Uhe community has
remuined] sminesabic 1o toth diseasces
and  conditions,  which arc
proventable. The people sulfaer frum
rancate) artacks of cpidemics of pew
and erdemic disesss ws (hey winkicr
1o pathies cimaiveat and eovitotunenial
chavges, 1t @5 assuwned thal the
poncids on their mobility math 1hair
heryds would iveccss oo strategically
placed hewli Pazilslies and thus be
afendad to. Uafortymately, (hesc
strulepic static health facilities aec on
(e main road cootres, These arcas
are deplewed and voud of pasture and
waterfor aimals.

"The exisung health facilitics e over
bundred kilometers @ past
and are maccesable dicw
(e uackassificd rouds and
luck aftransport. When the
people fall sick. they have
po chaive but ta lurn to
i ffective remedicos suchas
paditipmal medicioe, which
i not treal discuses such
as mberenlosizs gmong -
orhers. When the condition
worsens the vicrims with the
assizuiie of the relatives bave fowidk
for an average of twi days Lo reachia
lsaalth Faciliny. On many uecasions,
{hs palieat is brought when the
discase ix at an advanced siage.

Homadic Qutreach Programmes
Tn the early 19805 several “soothing”
artetnpis (0 reach nomadic pastoralists
swith busic healih services wers nusde
e both the Mawsiry of Health and
Non Covernmental Organizalions.

¢ 1983 A COIC Program was
inutiated by the Mnistry of Tlcalth
through the Parkans Rural
Development Program. funded by
NORAT. to ntensify health
cducation and projotts among
setled, semi-sediled and nomadic
copununitics. The donor palied
ot i 19940,

¢ 1984 A Nawadic Dispensary

Prugram n nomais conoenl cited
wres b the Chrishan Missionary
rellowslng at Kilagat Plains,
| akichar [vision,

¢ 1987 - The Loima Inlcgrated
Prajact (on haman and bvestork
health) was initated by o CBHC
cuge tearn, NORAD, the inding
aponcy, withdrew m 1990, These
PO progranimes sialiod.

¢ 199 = The Turkana Rurnl PHC
Pungrun wasstared inLokichogie
pv AMEEF  Afler three years, it
changed 0 u Nomadic (BHC
T rogmn

& 1972 - Pha Kaikor Motnle CBHC
Project was tntiatod by Nommads
at Nogthern Turkana. lunded by
the Dennark Guyer et through
Ms. Kenya Narobi

¢ 1993 TheMobile CBHU Prognun
was stanted by the A.C.k. Diose
of Cidoret, West of Céniral wod
West of Kalokol divisions.

¢ 1994 The Lokori Mobale Progrant

was $tarted by the Catholic
Diouese of Lodwar.

Ohscrvations and evaluabons have
shown that nomad pacticipation,
hencfit and involyemenl in these
Programiics are very minimal and
margioyl  Duning dry seasons and
droughts, the nomnads move up e
Iifls iaf search af pashare, which roakes
it difticubt for health providers Seled
and semi-scttked communilics are the
oncs who benefit more from these
PIOFTAILNSS

ST/HIV/AIDS

['he first case of HTV/ALDS was
identified i 1985 and frow (hen on
cases lave increased, thouph
available data do not clearly starc the
LASCS.

Suatistics show' that 724 people have
(ested HIY positive. The incidence 1

thouht to be highser b the aepongd
tigures beciuas mest of the sidferers
die hefase ey are diagnosed.

Nyrvevs conducied at the Lodwar
Distict Hospital and Kakua Misson
Hospiral, shose that 12% ol antzaalal
mothers wers HIV positove wiich 5
100 in Kakuma, This cosh) b Taghers
tecause e majeridy of the medens
delyver al bume. Beponts shiw thal
most 2ases aee found 0 towns along
the highway At Kalokol. « fishing
pown along the Like cases wire also
reporiod.

Sexually Transmitted infections
(STis)

The caralive and preventiye Servives
ure offered in ull the health woits in
‘Furkany, There san 8 11 clinic ar
(he district hospatal, whath acts as a
referral centre for the rural heallh
facilities. The S/TT Project, a World
Rank profect, suppos Lhe SSrices.
Higher incidence e
reporled in ull Lcalth units
- along (be highway af the
 CGircut North Read. These
inchude Kaimuk. [okichir,
Lodwat, Kakema avd
Lokichogio, Genital ulcer
cases and uwrathrins!
corvicilis are among (he
commencst {nfections

Syndromic upproach s
practced inall the contres

HIV/AIDS AND THE
COMMUNITY

Currently HIV/ATDS awarcoess is
mainly carmed out i 1he hiealth
facilities. Due 10 lack of adequaic
Teained HIV covnsclors, HTV testing
and connseling is doue only al the
distnot hospital

Other orgamzations that 11y to reach
the sefticd  and semi-sellled
comunutics are the Catholic Church
and Tirkana Women Conference
Clontre,

The Catholic Church has formed
communitics in 1is parishes fo create
awarcpess on HIV/AIDS through
songs and drasoa.

Homadic Wews 20001/02
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HEALTH - TURKANA

Wamen

HSL LSS rkaaa
Confcrones Cantre, which is a Inzal
Woren NG, has incomporated HIVY
AIDS discussion iuall its woen
leadership teatings. Duanng feld
foliow-up trips. conumunity-learning
activitics on HIVAALDS are carried ot
willl womren groups. the local
conntnnily g schools,  The
conmmunily usslly appreciiles these
leariing events (e they say: = This s
the fiest rime peaple have gome 1o 51l
dom and dississ HIVIATDS with oy,

However, e namadic pastorabists
Popalastion is sull ar avery high dsk
because the corsact infarmarinm 13 ned
resecing then

Traditional Medicine
The Turkana communsly
uuderstands discases 4y
hezadii problents and since fime
resioeiel las devised sarions
(radicional  medical and
surgieal remadics of whigh
sotue soud effostve 1 health
couditions,

Knowledge on Causes of
Diseases

The Toekama conumunity da oot kixow
the canses of tieir haalth problems,
They asunaale lness with peesenal
irrvereave and dissbedicnce,

¢ Gad (Akay) A condition
described a6 “Fdeke a Akuj”
(Crod s discaze)

¢® Daad  Ancestars  sparits
(Ng'ikamm) A coodition called
“Edcke 7 Ng'tkarun’ (A discas:
inflicred by the deud ancestors),

* Ll spivit (Ekipe) A condition
willed “Edcke a Ekipe™ (Satun’s
istzise),

# Evil eve un evil man (Akong' a
Ekapilan) A goudition called
“Akapcl

# ‘Akapel’ (Evil ¢ye) is alsa
Associied wath snvving another
persnn’s pussession and fane,

Management of illness
Lvery family meber u the Turkana
commnnity. especially the mral

pepnlation is fawnline with several
kinds of hcrbs used (o cembil
differenr discasss,

The tradditieaal el rendies psed
in combating discascs inchsde:

1. Use of Herbe obtained from
Medicinsl Plants. Leaves. Barks,
Graing and Roole,

A part of the plant collected is:

A Copreely grusteal, boiled pe soakad
and tlered, The solutionis tiken
purcly on its awvn or mixed with
itk o sonp

b) Tioely crushed to powdar: which
is then soakod earher 1o wales, soup
ol nil,

¢l tuely crushed fresiy leaves, root
or barks arc mbbed on the alleced
patsl of the body and fastenad willy
a picce of clath il the pauent
expariences hurmiuy sensation
ahd sweating,

2. Use of Animal Blood and Faeces
topically,
Spilling sod spriokling aunsal
bload on the sick is danc for
canditions associated with
irreyverence und disobedicnce 1o
Guod's and ancestoss’ ennmnense m
order 10 revoke the penance

3. Massaping.
It is commonly ugsed to
dillerentiate intra abdaminal
neasses and onrreet mild abdummsml
malformatons ke constipation,

calic: pains and obstorric

issessients, o.g, foelal stafus,

Ir is alao used W relief muscular
pieus or fatigne. Burter 1$ apphed
on the abdonusul skin to provent
frichons, No medicing is tivilyed,

4. Incisions,

They ars made on Wie bady and
antermnmanty ised I reacng liver
enlargament in which fne patlern
icisians are mads on hepatic
plesnrz aad sub-coastil niazeins.
A powdered Baes is mbhed anthe
waswns, e poocedure is
pertonued either wle v ur
Mning {0 avoid bleeding

5, Burming,
It 15 wazd o trenting spleen
enlargement. Ong fo three spots
arc made anthe spicaie plesurzin
a lateral aspectwitha hav obiect in
the cvening No berh is apphiad,
The boens ae 1t 1o heitl on Lhedr
own  Iefections cao lead Lo
septicena lrom e wounds
resultg i death.

6. Pubic Ablution,
A cersmonial cleansing
* mvolving dancing or singing
i gronps or singly between
* the patient and the bealer ts
practiced 0 lrealing
* pavchiatric comdittuos
associated  with  the
passcszian of evil spints { Muring).

A bleunsh ram is slaughressd The
feast and duncing starts and
contianes for several daxs till the
patical attiios herMiz narmal
slatus,

The bealers are both men snd
women with family backgoonod i
hehing,

The followiug are the mose sctive
traditional bealers in the Torkana
Costynmiity:

| Pure bebalists, whose et
dogs not anclude slaughter of
wsegels,

2 Ritval tierbalists. whose freatinsog
Inchudes slaughter of animgls

3. Spantd healaes (Fmnron), whnse
practics docs nol wcleds herbs,

-~
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HEALTH - ISIOLO, MARSABIT & MOYALE

Funding and Staffing, Bottlenecks
hampers Health Delivery as Malaria tops
in Isiolo, Marsabit and Moyale districts

Lh s bl s s bttt i srnssssnsassesssssossesn ....,....................‘& Iueéam @ “‘4

¢ three Districts of Isioly,
Marsabit  and  Mowyale,
comprisioy vl the exireme
notneen flanks of Kenya's Esstem ane
home to stwme of e indigenuns
pastoral communiries in the country,
These including e Buran, Gabea,
Rendille, Rl Male. Sambuan. Somadi.
Turkana, Wanta cte. constitute the
purihern pastonihisss, They. like the
soutbern pustoralists such as the
Maas, remain steadfustdy loyud tw
ther age-eld traditicns chielly
epuamized hy aomadic lifestyles,
itsell” characlerized by sporadic
mnyements in scacch of pasturssnd
wates tor their Livestock,

Ona gooerdl plance. nomadic lidesiyle
paesay has been invaciably explaned
in an impediment w0 the olbervise
official faullering health care
provision delivery and acuess.
Howewver thowgh there is a delivile
correlatnn heeween the guality of
healthears Tn these districrs, aod
amaon e these grmips, and the nadonal
nanagenal and hunding problems, e
siarian haere rranscends this und
smacks nf pereaniad neglect and
marginalisation. Thus ticd to
healthears are twao other 1solated
natinnal plaguss nf ignorance and
ilitzracy — which the Kewva
Govermuent declared eacmics m he
tackled vight froom independeace ud
whuse ndices e wodate Tar from
impessive amonyg  lodigeoous
puastural groups.

Noaethietess e 2ovemmeot renams
the neain healtheare provider i e
thirer digshicts qudg e feame the
number ofexisdng fucilities. but mere
unposing siedhle of Gualibes ans onc
thng, anl healnears dispensation
another. Primatrily due to e vastoess
of (he hsticts coophal with
elibitive rereains and poor (0 pon
existence transport aml comnm

unication links exislence facalirics
arehardly cnough o peavide ellecve
discuse surveillaove,

Undecstufling  upderhines  the
precarious situation w all ghe theee
districts as the bard Tagt of bifc
discournges most ained pad
qualificd perscnaed Lrow working
these arcas. The ruopant incideats of
inseCuriey: now Almost SYHoyInos
withy all the tire districts, Poar [eems
und conditivns of service are hardly
incentive fur even Jucal siatf o work.

“The vastness and the rough Lerains
charactecistic of the districl coupled
with the government’s pour Ruwging
system ail present Jogistical problems
in terms of heultheare delivery and
aceessiihiny™, says Dr Wako Drdachu,

the MoH ar the Marsahit District
Hospital.

{Oudining the #xtenl Hl suprIvisory
ditticiltics Dr Wako adids: “You swe
uoe is inchuge ol the eotue districe
hr oedinarily ends wp doing rounds
at the distoct hospiud alons due
Lack ol Tugistcpl suppoft cmandting
feom funds procorement for ransport
fuel”, Proceduns, Dy Wako desclosea,
requires the MaoH todo rouane visis
L adl bealts Facitues in 1he districr

Homadic Hews 20001102

afler évery three months

However, the wmedic ngles that the
distric) periodically recoives essentiinl
dmgs and eguipments wibkc i the
past asding the prey arcs regus stadl
shoruipe, especially nyrses.

"Onie problem lere s stalling; 10 moss
acote beng the nursing deparunens.
There s & genend fatigue hese annng,
the nurses They are tew, overworked
and dp not get ofls or leave Becnse
they are required round the clock™,
says Dy Wiko.

On the much hyped witional polio
campaign, Dr Wako acncthiless suvs
the district had “atmost i 100 per cent
coverage”, ol lastens thit the routing
coverage stunds w40 per cent . the

A bealti
st ey
THOLL T &

discrepaney teing dilfeventals in
resourec allocation and mobilization
In tenns of individoal selments.
Luabercingis s showing resaroence iy
the three disiricis dne 1o whit local
medtios Savis due o the nsie cises
of TUV/Ads amd s resistanee oo the
conwentional Ting of wtack

Lornstanes, the TR Manyutt ut the
Lsido Instoact Hosparal hosts Lhe
Ligbiest numbes of TH paticns o the
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HEALTH - I1SIOL0O, MARSABIT & MOYALE

coumtey il oves 400 umd thit this
year's World TT Day wus celebeated
in Keoyu w Jaolo Tovm was telling
of this Lt

Treuble 15 thar theee is nu TR manyatiy
i wilher Macsabit and Maoyale. only
un inadequare isolation ward sach for
both district hosmesls,

Dr Wakn says HIVIAids enrrentdy
acconnts for 26 per cent bed
ovcupancy at the disiriee hospitul
“paul (s Fipure is serously gomy
up", melfiecung the worryng pace
which e seoncge is spreading among
e local pastoradists, o7 long oatsidy
(e bngh risk cing ) hecountry.

Lo dsioto Disarier, medic r Abdi Kud
savs (he spesad of LLVIAR 18 fast
fanned by such outnoded el
prachess like concubinige

Lven though the oflicial e stands
al o conservativie 7% hed necupancy

0--'0‘4&1.so.'.poﬂllAsl.--l".hblbl-l‘vQQQAl--l-v

at the Isiolo Miswrict Hosprial for Hiv/
Aids cuges, T Kuti who 18 a formes
Mol al te hospiral wnd currentdy the
praprieter of the Waso Medical
Services and Nursing 1fome in the
tovovm says T will put it w1 20%:7.

“Must of the HiviAads cases i the
district are currentdy 10 rhe laveo)
phases, We have a lot of healthy-
carriers, but i is very gloomy picture
1o Wi next 4-5 years, 11 7sa ceal time-
bomb in this areu”, projects DrKun
Lgually eontributing 10 the spreud of
Hiv/Aids, he explaing 15 the local
pasteralists’ poor SUCTU-CCODOIIL
stutuges, while TB, which is larzely
ded Wt isagzeavuied by the closely-
knil Lifestyles mvolving shanpg ol
meals avul sharing of shehars,

(ne Wing abont madaria epracmic is
that it tu continues to lately defy the
conveniinnal chluroquin-hised
teeatments, which have iodesd
recently been ordened off The shelves
by e Ministry of Lealth,

Isiolo District:

Facility Management Opershional status
Isioig District !espaal GOK Fully operaticnal
Isiolo District {continuation):

Facility Manragement Operational siatus
Merti Health Cerlrs GOK Fully cperational
Garba Tulla ReathGentre GOK Fully ozeratona
Nail Saba Dspznsary GOY &0% onerational
Kila Naws Discensary 0K 40% npecational
Kira Dispenssany GCK 40% oparational
Walka Dakha Dispensary  GOK 4% apaiatonal
Gatarsa Dispensary GOK 40% cperaticna!
Inssa Boeu Diszensacy GOK 40% operationgl
Saricho Dispersarny GOK A% oparatioral
Meodogashe Dispensary K AFS aparatonal
Kom Dspensary GUK 400% cparations!
slligu Dispansary GDK 40% coerticna’
Bulcsa Distersary GOK All% ooerational
Kerbega Dispensary GOX A40% operatioral
Nalkz Galla Disoerisary S0K A% nperatioral
acachaBassa Nspensary  GOK A% operational
Cathoic Dispansary Cathaliz church Fully operations!
Al-Tallan Dispatisary {slarmi feundation Fully cperations!
C2KCspensary MK Fully operatonal
4G Disppersary A Folly nperational
Mgare Mara Dispersary Cathole chuch Fully nparational
Kamb Garoa Dispeasary  Cataolie chursh “uly opzratioral

- And Gue other positive Uing w wrile

homie abuut healtheare i the pastoral
districts ol Tsiolo, Marsabit uud
Moyale is that there are a mmber of
mode] health facilities ostensibly yun
by e cliristian churches, notably the
(uthodic Church (See Tahles helo ),
These fcilitios that by addition aiend
to referral cases inulude the Solula
Mission Hospital o Moyale,
Laiswwis Catholic Hospita)
Mursubit, Wamba Nbssinn Hospital
in Samburn and even Catb Health
Centre atop Mount Kula! serving the
secluded Sambury and Ariaal
nomadic pastanlists.

Tragically and this pojvithstnding,
cising Jemmands for quihty bealthowrs
among pastoralists ngamst its
cacaluting wosts, ¥is-d-vs pastoralists
arention-sguecze thut pots their
personud braith consideranons at the
hottom ol their daly prioricy lists
eountesy of how literacy  levels wid
mass poverty combing 1omake theo

v e o ANkCRabRen DYOLR U v vOnably

d

jes 11k 1his age
gt
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HEALTH - ISIOLO, MARSABIT & MOYALE

Facliity Maragement Operational status
Merhi discersary Uatholic Chuech Fully operatenal
Garba Dayecprmer; OFicz. Sathdic Church Fully aceraticna
Sismi‘aly Nursing Hore privats Stalles
Wasa Wedival NusirgHoone Povale Fuly operaticna
Aivashin: Frivalz Fuly operational
B Cing: Privaiz =uly nperaticnal
Lz Cirie Frivas Fully ogeratanal
Swinse Clinis pivae Fully operatonal
AkFaltab Ll Privale Hilly operatonal
Amanja Sl Fiale Hily oparational
Marsabit District;
Facility Management Operational siatus
Yatzate Listnct sospial GUK Full operational
50102 Disp=nsary BIK Fally operatonal
iSararz Dispensary Cathalic Church Hilly operatonal
Dine Gemea Dispensary Catholic Church Fully operatianal
Sangate Jiszensary ACK/GDK Fully operational
Mocth Hor Health Centre Cathale Church Fully operational
lleret Subs siaailh Dergre &OK Stalled duetofack of stal
Dukana Dispensary 80K Slated dueto lack of starl
Gas Dispansany i3 Slaled dueto fack of staft
Baksz Dispensary 0K Novr operational after closure due to lack of staff
Lasamis Cathoic Hospital — Sathglic Churen Now cperational after closure due to lack of stall
Koo Dispensary Cathalic Church Mowr operational alter ekxsure dus to lack of statf
LzgoLego Disrensary AlG o operational after ciosure d e to lack of staff
Mqume Dispensary AlC Koy oparational affer cles ure aus o (ack of staff
Hatt Despensary | itmeran Churen Nows cperataralalizr clogurs duato lack of staft
Kowa Dvsnensay GOK Yerto Secparaticnal dysto sckof siaff and sscunty
Mlaridla Dis pensany GOK Yetto be aperational dueto lack of staff and sasurity
Lolyengalan Cispensany Catoic Church Yetto be operationa! dueto lack of staff and security
Gatab/| lzalth Dette AlC Yetto be operational cueto lack of staff and securily
Kangi Dospenisay Cathelic Church Yetto be cperational duz in lack of staff and securty
Maikura Dispensary Catholc Cawch Yexto becparaticnal due to ‘ack of staff 2nd sacurity
Lalacha Nispznsary AC Yetto e cparational duetn fackof staff and security
Buba e pensany GOK Yetto be operalonal due o lack of staff and secuity
Tubi Dispensary Cioerrmurity Taciey Yet 1o ba operationa thie o lack of staff and secirity
Movyale Districl; B
Farility fanagement Oparational status
Nuvake Distret Hespial GOK Fuly aperational
A0A Dispensany African Musim Agency  Full aperational
Cona Distensarny (new) GOK Fuly oparational
Schoke Wission Haspitd Gathole Church Fully oparational
Goick Nsparsany Gix Fuly eparational
Lar; Dispznsany GOK Fuly operaticnal
[abel Digparsany GOK Fuly operational
Godoma Dispensary GGK Fuily oparatiznal
Wakda Doy GOK Fully aperatiang)

How bappy it i g Jare bave
NB/ Source of all Dl s tne respective district hospltals. ey chiyoes
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HEALTH - INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

Declaration on Health and Survival

of Indigeno

0 e ' 926 5. 9. 850 ATV G AR A A L A ERE . @

elesnizs to e Totermatonal

Consuliaiion an the Health

aud Survval of Indigenous
Prap'es rasolved as thits:

We, the represenlatives of Lindigerons
conununiss, watwns, peoples and
orzanizations  atrending  the
[ntzrnational Consubtaliaa on e
Henlth of Indigenons Peoples. held in
Groateen Lot Nowember 25—26, 1994,
aml nrganized by the World Health
Onzasation (WHO), realfirm our nght
of s2lf determouation and remind states
of (heir responsibilitics and
ahligations nader intersational law
comverning health, including 1he
health ol Indigenons Peoples: o

Concernad that the bealth of
Tndigenous Tooples in every redion
of e world 15 1 be acknowlzlzed in
a poor skie due to the negation of
o way ol bt snd world vision. the
destruction aof vur habital. the
decrease of hio-diversily. the
impasttion of sab-stcodard living awl
working venditions, the
dispossession of traditional Jands sl
the relocanun and transfer of
populitlions:

Wlcomiey the initiative of the WHO
fnr convensny rhis International
Consultation with TIndigenuus
Penplcs:

Rezalling the Usted Nations General
assembly  reselution 487103
pooclaiming the Jiernationad Decada
of the worid’s Indigenons Peoples
(1995—2004), resolution SW/AST
establishing the Programme ol
uclivities for the Decade. as well as
the World Health Asscmbly
resulutions with a view "o
strengtbening internativnal co-
operation for the solution of probleans
jaced hw Indigenons Poaples w areas
snch as human rights, the
enyitonment. development. educiion
and hendeh™,

us Peoples La&u%%“hﬁg%

----- FIPNE R S = G O IS 2 S ST TR 1 S 2N

Callasig, on various wstitutions of the
United nations (0 act in partnzrsiap
with lndigenous Preples’ cumm-
piities, nafoos and argan-izanons. o
recomnend to goversments Wil they
address the particular needs ol
Indigenons Peoples whe expenence
disprop-ortivmaie poverty, ilincss.
sozial extusion, hubital destruction
and oppression and to develop
palicies which will enhanos the Lealth
and survival) of Tndigenous Poaples
world-wide to reverse 1his dispifify.

Beliwviog that a pacinership betwicn
Indigenous Peaples and the WHO w
co-ardination with sther spewialized
agencies and bodics vatbin the Uniled
Natiops sysecm pliysan casenbal role
with respect to the promotion of the
health of Indigenous Peoples and osr
Brealth systenss,

(Cunsidering, the aon-recognition of
the bl th knowledge and pructices of
Indigenaus Peuples, and the limiied
access 1o health seryices, bolh of
which we condernn as cxpressions of
discripation and wotolerance:

Bolieving thar the leadership of
ludigenons peoples in all uspects of
devalopuent and fioplementation of
henlth progrtunes is cssential for the
health neads of Indigenons Peoples,
Acknowledgiug thae Indigenous
TPeaples lave developed effective and
viable scientific hnowledge and
cystcrns ©f health that have
contributed, and conlinpe to
contribute, to 1he hewlh and survival
ol ath humanty,

Reallirming our conimitment Lo onr
civil, political. econamug, sogial and
cultural nghts. including the nght to
henefit from our own resources and
onr right o develap tieny

Reminding the internubionil ageocies
und other bodies of the TIN system of
their responsibility, and the ohligation

of States, towards the promotien ind
protestion ol Lpdigencus I'caplos
siams auyd rights. o rhiat buan
rights approuch W indigeauns healih
and survival is based an the said
international responsibibity and
ubligation fo promate iwd protect the
universality. indivisibilioy oterd-
ependence and ihterrelation of the
righits of atl pooples, and fiallv.

Reaflirnsing the mudny ssibility ¢f human
nghts with regard to Lhe health and
survival of lodigenous Peoples as
essentiad (v an cffective and mean-
inglul response W the kealth accds of
indigenous Pooples.

Considering  that 1he nghls,
philasophy and principics contaned
in (he Umited Nations Drafl
Declaration on the Righls af
Indigenous Peoples and wll cxisang,
internativnal instrusenis dealon: with
Buman tights and lundamenial
freedoms are essential fvo the
attainment of Uhe ealth and sarvaval
of indigenous Peoples.

Hereby Solemniy Decldre,
affirm and assert
That lodigenous Fuoples ure egnalin
diguily and in nghts to all other
peoples and. us such. have the sicht
o self-dercrmusatson:

In accordance with the status and
rights of Indigenous Peaples, we

¢ Affirn the vight to control
proventive and cuyative Bealth
RpStetns auA PrOJYGIINE 98 001
omore commurities and the mians
1o tratins and imulyy Indigenous
Poramnel in atf facetsof health;

¢ Call om gy s (0 Tcumis
the Rights and Inteyest of sbe
world’s Tndigenvss Peoples.
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HEALTH - NAROK

NAROK: ILL HEALTH, sign o“ things
gone bad. Is there any hope.

atllan sick today is a compliczilext
busioess. For a start, 1here s

e image problemy; the ollen
rude and inconsiderte stall m muny
goverament dispensurics; the
crippling luck of medicine, (he
unavailabilite of health Geilities in
some arcas: and the newly (mposed
cost-sharing levy  All these concoct
into a lethal vock il of poor health,

Il is the preragarive of every
govermmenr 16 aviil proper lealthcare
o all. if we define health as freedom
from tlfncsses aod  stressful
canddions. Su jn retrospect. Kenyans
cspacially those Living in marginalized
e like Narok can be said 10 be most
unbealthy, Yon sy be wonderiog just
bow unhealthy people fook: they arc
skeptical, oymcal and gencgally
despondent. As a mater of facl a
cross secton of them were all oo
willing to confism; “Previously before
independence we relicd mainly on oue
traditionul  healers. then  (he
missiofaries came and said that they
liad better mcdicine, and later
the government promssed ven
betler wedicine and goneral
bealtheure but & fow years aller
and now weo arc sulleriog for ¢
laving trusecd rhese people
W dost ane goad old bealers
and now we can't afford
medi¢ing in chemists and
private hospitals hecause il
means selling all our hivestock.
where is the govermoent and
what is il dotng anyway?™ 78§
year uld Ole Sunkarya could 1yl
help bur wonder

I cawght up with 62 year old
Masiaya Ole Kenayis and his
Twu wives at onc of the private
clinics and on asking tow why
he opled fur prvute healtheare
cnstvad of the governmenl
dispensary he retorted at
length: T came liere because
there 18 freedomn of choios and T

attendants have patieagz sl 1real us
with respeet unlike in governend
hospitals where oises vell al you
whitle you fue sick, Uy dnve me crazy.
Also Uwre 35 the lack of medicine. If
you byve o an arcawhere therg jire ug
chemists then you will be in trouble
bocanse you will be Jorced to travel
long distanees o lowuand if the case
is senwues .. | don't have 1o 121l vou
Ui result. Somc nirses At povernuent
hoepirals are good and always willing
10 help bul without tedicine, how clae
can |hey gssist? So, althongh it is
cheiip here. 1 prefor hore, becanse |
gel everything at once and when |
vome back T got trented wilthout
nceessarily hayving money. 1 geot
Trestenend first and then I pay later,
goak] deal don't you think?”

A good decal it might be, baf oue tuat
is attached 10 an expensive tag, as
Mavid Saukwire, a chomist, explained;
“Proper healtheare is costly the world
over and this is becse drugs are very
costly. We ty to ged the best avaaluble

20 wiieze § fioel 1 get iy money’s
worth. Tn privale clincs the

A benfth worker and smother woigh a baby at &

tnobrile clinic 39 Narok.

drups i che markee bacanse this is
business and quality matters a lot and
since Maasai arc layal costaines il is
therefore good 10 give thean Lhe best
medicme utherwise you will have
yoursell to blame if it fatls to give the
requived wesnlts, Tor (hey' | widk out
on yau.”

This has grvea nise 1o onmenus drug
stores capitalizing oo 1his unlurtunate
siruation that is causing worry 1o
many, owing 10 the Jugl rile at wluch
they are selling livestock 1o cover
medical bills, One soch viction is
Kaiyato Ole Leposa, who put forth ao
sppeal ta the effeet (hal “the receut
dry spells had a devastatng nupact
on our fivestack sind vowadays we
don’t have many animals hke before
and if sclling them is the ouly way to
got medical care, [ben soou we will
have nothing to sell aod we will die. |
am therefore pleading with the
anthorifies and vtbers o kindly
provide ws with medicine in our
hospitals and govermmen! cluucs
hefore this eventualhty.”

Mau Division Distoet Officer. N.
J, Bouwora attnibuted the prablem
16 fick of funds on the part of the
government, hence the poor
facilities and consequent shortage
of drugs, ‘The public as a result
has been lell with hurdly any
choig: but to go (o prvate medical
practilioners, chemists and
pharnacists. He however said that
government facilities arc being
Wiz for omunization, pre-natal
and anlenatsl pumpoasas but lack
such essentials as  warer,
electricity, bandages. relephones
und other equipmcnt. The 1.0
sounded caution abont the deadly
AIDS apd added: “We are
drurmming in the message through
the community leadess, muostly
cmphagizing on the need ot to
stick to lifestyles wluch might
make them suscepuble to the
disease.” He described i 95
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e bowh™ and estmatcd 1he
awireness lovels 10 between 70 and
s parcean “The old folk ", e soid.
“are skeptizal sl donof ke w il
ou the subyect.”

1ty some arcas, many Maasa have
pene buck 1o the iraditynal healing
as awy of cscupsng the cufrea realicy.
A frip to Ong aia Naodo shows &
happy and appasently bealthy peopic,
whose children cheeks were shiny
with tiealth and 1he residents going
abant Lhe i Puspiess without a e in

the worid The local traditionul healer,

o ‘Cnbkahaum in the vative dialect

svealed that 1t is due 1o lack of faith
in hertul medivine that the Miasai are
quffering. Sbe urged (hem to rovisit
fheir 1ooes and avord destruction of
foresis 1o pressrve nanral renvedies
and added that “we shonld sigp being,
blinded by diis modern medicine.
After utl, hetore the Europeiss cAme,
wo had our cwn traditional medicine
and 1 don’t sec why we
should continue sullering
while we huve oir very OWn
God-ziven healing
capabilitics.™ Said 05 yaar
uld Rheater, Kizumatisbo ens
Olesavo while administering
a herbil mixiyie 1oy yonng
boy's snake bile.

Same vlinical Officcrs agreed
That Las teadstional wude of
rreatment (5 actually
clicions. “ITishard for the
Muusai 1o suffer becanse
their koowledge of various
herbal remcdhies hias becn
there fom asfur vack as they
would care to remember
They lave been known 10
have gures Lo ncarly every
kind of aifmand, but what is
affccting them tow is Lhat
Useir s source of hiorbs 18
fast disappearing with the
encrnachment of agriouliure
and mudernity bul those 10

w retirad clinicy) Offiver Samwel
Nyangoly who i3 now muoning o
prvaieclime

Nen Governmentu] OrguusAations won
srcalades from all ends for their
elinrts wallcviale health problems in
(hiese hardship areas othe rise called
ASALs (Arid and Senu And Lands).
The Tkenn T.oita, World Vision, and
the CCE's, Ersto Mrojects through
such venlures as constouction of
dispensarics, provision of wedicine.
{mnumization, pre-matal cane, family
planning (hrough mobile clinics and
HIV/AIDS awarcness campaigns have
wade 4 great inpact (hat desenve
recomependation, They havecome in
at a crugial moment and are proud of
what (hex have done 35 M. Bedun
Lasiti. of Frcto was happy 1o disclose:
“We have been very saccesstul,
because according (o our initiul
slatistics Bruscillosis was alaymingly
Ingh wixl our current stalistics indicste
that these cases have drastically
reduced due te our inlervention,

Through trained tocus pIoUps.
cumpossd of o clnster of 15 Tamily
TEpIESCILITIVES, WE AT USIg Jhem o
create awarencss on the deadly AlDS
scourge und the cnrment avarcioss
Catvo Stands ar 7 out of every 10 famibies
1o ouiT dreas of pperation”

The iess than hull 4 nullinn residonts
of ASAL whare these NGOF's are most
active can e described as the Jucky
wnority, thanks 1o (e kindness of
such well wishers whosc conearn Jof
uie nnlormnate have gonsured thal 10
Maasai has 1o sudler e ponsggquences
of o rather unreliable healiheare
delivery sysicm. Bt Use majerity is
ol as Jucky as is witnessed m cvery
\rading centrs i he distrct v Sony,
geeucs 1o private climcs iza scenc lou
coumon,

Hard tiiwes haye been a blessing
disguise for the Maasai. whu have
adopted a1 varicty of new dictar Iabils
which were previonsly oalward of.
Taday though, women and of cousse
men conld be seen berganning
animatedly 10 the market for a
goud deal over @ 10 of maize
flour, potatnes. cibbages and
ather garden foods, Evenings
are always 4 sight to hehold a5
donkeys laden with sicks full of
markel produce muke rhetr way
slowly into the village where
carious villagers diven wsa inly
by the nuurishwment of the
forcige fonxds wait wilk appaieat
anticigation. Come meal Lings
and “ugafi” —ar 1H pMaasai
“olgulit—is  served with
cabbage (kapish) or potalucs
(using the word nknasheq,
porrowed frow the Kikuys
jangmage), mixed with 1iec, thus
wproving the health of thesc
fulks,

Although the local nealth
aduinistrution was vot syvatahle
for cummenl, despile minerons
~ffoniattempts bealth care
remaing 4t (he tap of the List of

Wi interior have very good
hetlat snedicing.” vonceded

Clrildyen tm one of the makeshift classrnoms wndor
a tyve listeniog keenly t @ towber,

prioriizs for Navek residents.
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Tales of Woes
North Eastern

ortlh Esicrn Provinee Keaya

(NFPy. the thard largesl

proyinee in kenka s vot i
“healiy” provine.

The Mrovinge 5 mdizd with variens
(imeuscs s of et very falal but
is ool blossyd with prope! healrh
fazslifics i serye the Aty reeplents
Most resideans of NEP are nomadic
pasteralists who mear caftle gamels.
shoepand ganss pnd weve from place
fa placc u search pd water and pasnar.
fior thets tivetodk.

NEP has a population of ground 4
millian people acoerding ta the Lust
population snsus Gt icd omt i the
country and lias the least (e uf
health facilitics un this Loamry.

The province consists af the four
Jistouas of Crarissa, Wailr, Mandera
sl [_'nrd

apars trem (he Garissa Gencral
Hesgatal That 54 reforral hospital for
the distnes af Whilr aMagudera, djara,
fwwinpy and Tani River s well agthe
thrie reluges iaps of Hagusdeerd,
Iffo. and Dagaliecy 1t Gurissy, The
oter health [aciities ure the distoet
hospuals for the othef three distAcs
and a few haulth geatres and
digpensanes in he ryval Wens.

According 1o the horth Faslern
Provincial Medical Officer of {icalth
3¢ Muhamed Paduye, the wain
ailnents that sinsdy affiic the peaple
of the Frovines are, milark, diarrheca
puenmunia. wail fitiow, niberCalEEs
and uiher 1espiratory diseascs.

r Daliye in an intesview with the
Nomadic News s thal patients b
(he Provines's Lealth facilitics wete
pstly suffering trom theso ailments.
Maturi thal 15 the grestest killer i the
Provinze mastly strikes during the
shiner and thie [onY rain sEASO0S when
there are ponds of stagnant walcer
gverywhere for (he brecding af ihe
mesqiocs.

My residents of the provuice are
yel 1o muster even simple walana
provention Hps, according ta Br
Duduise,

There are wsoa aumber of oucastons,
aspecially the pine scason, what
Cholera strikes (he praviuce wvd on
post DECasions i Lsaves a bisavy tobl
1 its wake This isbecause he people
who mostly do not believe i risshing
vhe sick 1o 1hie hnspital refain yAtients
ut pome uatil the death oll reachesan
Alwming level for wedicil authontics
in the gisen urea L reubso that thers
is danget in the vicinity

Cholera outbreaks ars quile comnmoi
in Ganssa and Manderd dissnicls
where lack of a steady supply of
chlorinated wuer foroes the yesidenls
(0 depend ction the Tuza aawd Duwa
rivers respectively for their supply of
nuler

Dr Dialuiye adkds thod poenmesia isalso
2 haown killer in Lhe province
espocially am00ng yOUNZE cluidres

Sucuesave drovghis in e privines
thut have boen asvere Tuve lowered
the mitritional Tevels of the penple of
NET Currentls, when the province is
expariencing, one uf thie RSE SEVETS
droughts and Lamipes wors than
120000 Shuldren wnder five vours of
ypcare malnonrished in the region.

More (han SO.000 of these chyiidren are
ity Wajir Listoct alonc which 15 the
worst hit by the draught fillowing the
failure of the rains i the district for
the past threg Sears.

Though @ numbes of Non-
Goyerumental Organisatiuns
cinding Care Inteenatinnal, Oxfam
Great Ditain and Save the Chubdren UK
are doing a comuendable job teeding
alnourished clukirzo in e province.
(e nutritional states of e pIOVINGE'S
children is far from FmprCssive.

[ ack of unimal products i fhe meals
of the aduits bis als disposed fhew

ar o trr Hecas 2000102

in te “Unhealthy”
Provinee. s miumm s

Lo s iia, nosl livestock inthe
region have been wapad o by the
suceessive drovghis

Apart from the dreadad AIDS. e
are alse a numbes af urier kitier
diseases Lt existin NEF, Mg Do
hepating B, sanect. hagh bload
pressars and diabeics

Though diabetes and Jugh wloud
prossure afe quiie comuen wvd i
beoosue huusaiwld mrves. hepatitis B
and cancer are newLauiers 1N e
provines and We aped at whouh they
are killing their vichms who urs
increasing by the das s causing
concaims apong the resides.

D1 Dahiye says fhat these diseases
could be attributed to the eoarching
sy changing lifastyles and sating
Labits of the local peupic

{icpatitis B. he =m® 15 VErY
contagions and 15 evel more
dangerous tian AIDS. A s gt
an suarvive ootside e pody much
lonper than the A0S wausing HIV
virus causes il Tt 35 nomuatly foamd iny
saliva. blood and viher podi)y fluids
GF s Vs dNE 2nyons who counes
inte coplact withi thest can cusily
conlract it

The sunpoms of the dincusc as Dr
Daliiyc ermueates Ars prflgentation
and upper abdonunal pains, wesght
fass. aching joints, iwhing fover,
abdominal accumulatios of tutds and
fiver failuee o convd

Hepatilis alsn affects the thyroid
glands. eye, hiduey, pload vessels,
jointsand hngs Dy Dabiye adds that
many blood donarsal haspitals in the
provines aic turncd away After heing
diagnosed with the disense.

‘The dreaded AIDS 18 also causing a
big havoc i NEP. Today ALDS vieting
make up for 10 perceit of Gurissa
residents and cight pereai for Wajir
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a-nd Maadeia distiigs Gich

Garissi District Medical Oificer of
Heahle Dr Apdi 1 ussan blswes tlys
trend on the don 't care allitude of e
area residents,

Dr Hassan save that the locul
population most of whom ure Muaslirs
believe that AIDS is nog g disease fyr
Muslis ol thar o VO L affeut them
He adds tha most of the victims 5re
Petwesi the agus of 18 4ud 40,

The savs thay lonye disiunce trick
drivers und members ol the secariy
Personnel are (e ko grongis whuy
spread (he disease (o e Provinge, The
high-risk urzng he says are Dupis of
Ganssa, Lag-boplol of Wajir angd
Ketuln of Mandiey where the tmick
drivers takee ) regy

Cancer has of late ulso
bavumie a big kuler 1o the
provinve. Cancer of the
oesophagns is the muost
QUERMan in the ropn. Thie :
worst lut arcas ane Wagir =
and Garissa districts, %
Meddical anthoritics i the %
fagaon e a1l Jooking for
W answer 1o the sudder
T 0 cameas cuses

The lack of gzcess ta
quality bealth facilines iy
the region hits cansed 1l
above mlmeots ta be cyver
mure falal. Some reddents
of the reyion ure A( times
farged (o travel for as
much as theve hundred
Kalometzes o nxelya heatih
Fctiry

Atte shamage ar drugs
and peérsonuel has also
Ihaapavitated mast haslih
facilities in NEF \shuntenes
nun disponsurics m NLP
aod soctal workers (hat dispeuse
drugs at will and even at fies clunge
the goverument owyed tuctlity 1o 4
Privato institytian whore drigs are

Suld 1o the chugerin of the Jocals who
du not know whare o vorea (e
ooplaiues.

Dr Dakiye savs thal the thspensirics
are ander the manguement of (e
Snctal workers, baeguse of the avute
shortage of trained niwdical personoed
i the provinee, He noted 1t Ganssa
distrier wlone Lud 5 shiortage of jore
than 910 murses, ke the Wajir and
Mandera disiricts haye 4 shanfill of
65 und 61 nirses TCSpectively.

TS nat ouly vurses thut the provines
tcks, Medicat Daclurs ane us AL
as snowy days mthe provincs. Fuch
of the thiee haspitals of Ganissa, Wagir
and Mandera las Oulv one medical
doztor. Tiirs Districe bealth faciline is
o by & Clinica) Oicer und 4 low
Nurses

Asossiali iersisee s lirg chitd £ the limse

The Lact \hat cach of the ductars in
Canissa, Wajii und Mandery are the
Districr Medical Offigyrs of Heslth and

deal withy the adminsingtion of the
hospitdls make inattaes worae

Afller visits o (hese LSt ons and
Selliag ue meaniunfnl medical
#leaton. Somaly pasdtornlisis of [l
Province fuve takent 1o 1 ieir oy LTS
of Ireating Lheir $ick o ailing

Some of thess crude, medization Wiy
adupred by the pamadic Pastoralisis
ihelude preparing & vonzoctums nuL
af ampicitling amayy andl ather
capsules winch they sk in water and
tniect wih the sick.

The syrinves and nosiivs NEed are ug
et 0ceasions thoss picked (rom e
dnstbins of biwpitals and are w
disposed ol after use byt Aelonsty
guitrded against loss Dl it 15 neoded

A,

1135 4 cutmon pheagmzang
for a pasteralist 1o trek to far
il places in szarch of
Suscone o Tl lead Ay
sy¥riige and nzedic with
which ia inject his vick,

Dr Hassan savs thut this
beluvivar is upe of e Wivs
it which ATns was
spreading decy iulo (e
provinee’s haerlands, e
Adds rhint tha ouly waw o i
A SLP fo this belussour was
o carry out ruobile clinics
und vntreaches ro pasioral
comnumines and 1o 2ducace
them un the dungery of NS
$ITINges mre than once s
well as abisig dnigs,

Cofortunately this is sull s
dresieo 38 staff 1o carme ot
these mobile ¢hinies are
ourrently ficking

Dr Haszau warns of dire
SORSEQUECSS (o1 clinggs and
olber health focilities tha
leave thetr nsed sy nogss
and seadley wirhyour destraving thew,
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Lost Opportunities and Missed Priovities Hinder
Healthcare Contmmty Amonq Ka/mdo Pastoralists:

caltly care s1atnscs, prablems

and b opportunities for

developroynt among pastorul
gronps i Kenya reflecl gredl
similarities due Lo the provailing bealth
conditions. capses and the widgs
coologival pamponcnts.

Much of these similanties conld be
altributed o the similar social
behavioral patierns of mest nomuchc
peoples. and Uiz hostbe coviramment
which more uilen acts to immpede
healthcane provision.

For instance. it is bad couxadence that
the gencrally onderdeveloped
physnal infrastructure like roads and
other communication links in most of
the remote pastoral belts ofethe
country work fo significantly lkunper
health cure deliveny

In the Maasan district of Kagtado, for
instance. the perennial malana health
problesm izas a result of the tughly
shrobby and vepctative mature of
the arca, particularly in the
undulating Magadi  Division
seciion

Also rampant in this arca is
trachoina, an ove disease winly
transudiled ffom nne persoo o
another by lhes.

Water is an cqually scarce
commndiry in most of Kenya's
Arid and Senu-Arid Lands, hame
of the counly's estimated 10
million nomadic pastoralists. The
shortage ol (he precious
commedity in Kajiado is now
linked to skan alments such us
scubies, fungal infections. yphoid
and mnoshiass,

Like wll uther ASAL urcas. the
distrct's population is found within
acute poverty brackets. Food and
meoime poverty is real and stark
with lissases fike marasmus. skin

-------

----------

of the newly escalating diseases
rubereulosis, measles in cluldren and
ather resparatory infections.

Socio Economic stwdus: Poverty
causcs delays in seeking madical
sorvices. On the other hand. hivestock
truding has reccntly been lound
cantsibute to high risk health
belgviowrs and the risk ol contractingg
sexunally trunsouted discases and
HIVIALDS.

‘Traditional Practices; This includes
practices like dicting preghant wormea
and removud of false wecth in childsen.
Ty formes can lead to poar nutntivral
stutus of the mother and bene makiog
her suscepeible to infections during
this importanl period, The latter
causcs infechions, Gastroenteritis
(Diarrhves and vomiting) aod even
interference of the proper dental

growth,
Low Literacy Level — This involves

- By Jasepline Losiamnn

the Lack of knowiedze and skills o
preventing discases and alsa poor
drug compliance.

foor distribution nf Tnfrastrucinee’
Long distantes from the health
insGtolions will contobyie 1o Iow or
even lack of imumunizalion coverags
in ¢hildren thus exposing thea tu the
risk of comemunibic discases. There
is also pour antcpatal clinic
attendamee of cxpectant morhers
lignwe most complications that maight
he life threutenmng later to the child if
ot detected earlier and prevented,
The result s sncigase i morbsdity and
mortalify rales that comphicates safe
wolherbond.

Other conunon conditions are worm
infestations. commonnes! being
tapeworms for partially cooked foods
like ieat  Bmcellosts fruns impropesly
boibed animal muilk 150 common.

Others mhide gynavcological
problems among women like
pelvic inflammatory discases
(P173) from poor hygicne and
cnmplications if natrcated or
partially (reated sexuatly
trumsmitied discases such as
gonorches which ultunalely leads
to infertitity,  pthaimia
Neonatorumn {puss dissharge o
the eves ol @ newhorn} due 1o
contazmunation from the mother
along the birdh canal during
detivery, which il neol promptly
treated conld have devastuting
complications like blindness.
Looking al all rhese condilions
they wre highly preventable on 4
runpe of YR—100%

Kajndo is anc of the areas wheee
there has boea suppor! towards
health from the public scctor
(Ministry of Fealth). Non
Govermmieplal Organizations bie
AMREF, World Vision, SIDA,
Belgium and arhers,

wlcers aud argenna, resnlfing from

YI)W Maasar 60)’

acure maluutriton v ;" <.
Toar housing causes (he spread trying to gt the flies off bis fisce.
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Churh groupsiiies CPK. ATC Carholic
und othiers: private seclor - Mageli
Soda Company bospitat and rscveral
other wdividued clinics. Others an the
Rarary Dociors and ICROSS, TTDG
throngh housing IMProvenient,
SARDEP (lurmrly ASAL)

However, cuch of these organizytions
operat within au extent dictaied by
rhear resources und ane of TOLETCSTS,

Notably w majority of them have Fid
mare emphasize on curative us
upposed ta preventive, health care.

Others pull out the services toa scon
withoul tamable allernatives hence
subjecting the peuple (o the same

suffening

Soerr bave remained S3tic in one place
for ssveral years withou expunding
1o othee disadvantaged arcas.

Lack of co-nrdination of a3 U sectors
und hepoe Iack of inlormauon sharing
on the expedcnces, problems and
planoing logether has watered down
the kev principles of sustainability
an continuity

Thelozal leadership has pot also come
1P I isan 1o really support healih
development excepl in a fow pockets.
For swccessful eliciency and
elfectivencss, preventive heulth cure
15 of paramoeunt impanauce and the
clement of sustawabilily is crucial
which should be :n agenda iy every
conmmunity development uCtivily:

From lessons Jearn therefore, the
fullowing  interventions ire
suggested for an improved and
sustainabie Jieglth developmen.,

Awarcness: This is an urca which
tends to be overlooked or noy
coustdered 1o be of much importance
becunse it is tince consumiug at the
vost,  But il is of vital uponance
because as already recoguiscd, che
habit of expecting hundouts does not
Wk or have Jong (erm Lamgible resnlis
and impact. T bss (herefors to be
“adreached aghr feom the word .
For sustuinable health developmen.

it i (ho responsibility of the indiyidual.
Tamily and culmonity bt with
fupplementary suppast lrom 2xiemnal
SUMITES. It dnes not taiter Taw anseh
IEsources 2o hnlo avareness rasing
il thie begaming but the outasine mis
viedd good results. Tiness rins is done
aggressively, one may not pet achive
paImicipation fron the conununitjes.
This shonld also bx on & continuyus
basis. Through syely the cummiy
will scquire a seose of SrpoBeriens
asugentR ol a change forbetter huglth
Statues. But (his could ouly he
prossible thorough ufornution,
edacalion s communicalion taa.

Commugity Participation: The
mameat the individuals, fuuilics qid
the Sowmunity aAssSme
responsibilitics fur their owm heafth
and welfare and develop e capacey
10 Contribute 1o their own
development. they will put in place
ideas that wall be iceeptable, applicable
aud Attamable. They wall be able {u
prionitize the most pressing needs,

Oneinpza Froup Guoe up with & grand
idea o bousing impeovemant and aller
afow mectings with a wowen ‘s Rroup
they decided 10 constiyet 3 serni
permaneul house for one of the
Meimbers as 3 detmonsiration, Nearly
A yeur afler the house was completed,
1was sl vacant aud the family
continved living in Lhe traditionat
hoose. This is nat o say that the ide
od'an iugproved honse was had but 1l
ONE st start froun where ane v amd
improve on what afready exists

Fiom the aforcgoing, health is mod the
responsibility of the Minustry of health
alonc, What is required is a holistic
lotal approach 1o health The
collaboration and co-ordination of all
the other ministerial departments,
NGOs, peivate, church groups.
Cowmuaity Based Organizations
(CBOs} aud also individual and lacal
leadars need not be over cimphasized.
Forexaunpie where there i inadequmite
food supply duc 10 luck of water ur
£0ad soil the Minisiry of Agricultare
Gan (rain people on rhe appropriute
teclmology of ;1 kitchen saden willy
use of locully available mareriuls, Ohe
group might have the capacity of
ARANNCSS raising and (cuning while

another  conld provide uscful
stroctures like construction ol Latrines,
honsing,

Tritining: People need 10 be tramned
bhegause they are capable (g Acruue
kaowlodge and skalls o the disewscs.
how they accur, how 1e trant and
prevenl complications,  Traditonal
bealers and traditional Birtl
Atteadants whose cfiorts hgyve also
been of support o |l COnnnNities,
shauld befrained on LHOPrOvement ind
heomation of the good practices and
discourage the harmfl ooues.

Currenily in Kenva traditional
imedicine is gainug & oy of populurity:
How do we kuow whether some of
these could hive bheen adopted from
the indigenuys gtoups withoor ther
awarencss but caroing somehody
accoludes elswwhene?

More reseurch wito ths arca of
traditional horbs o estublisl their
ellicacy is noeded.

[t iz also impurtant that e Hzalilh
Mamigement CommileesBoards 31
other support groups are trained
cspecially an wandgement (fut wonld
include planning, implementation,
cvaluation and proposal writing for
soliciting or lobbving for support,

Commuuitics should be trained an
Income genceting aclivitics Ut are
viable (o alfleviare poverty hence
sustanability.

Mobilc Services: These ure very
importany wspecially at the moent
when the wajority of pevple five far
away from health inslitutions, The
services should be Liken fo them,
mavbe until 3 wme when the plans 1o
have health facilitics withiy 5
kiloseters seach will haconie a reality.
Thus will belp prevenl childhood
diseascs earlicr as well as among
pregiant mothers heuce lowecing thy
worbidity and wartality rates afbolf.
Itis thersfore a challeuge (o 1he olije
of these groups that have had the
chance to go theough seusitizalion
forums fo tngger the same idest dosen
lo the disadvaotagc, ulangside the
donar and suppart oMLy,
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The benign role of medicinal plants

in Africa’s Healthcare

¢ populations of developing
count ries worldwide contioue Lo
rely heavily on the use af
sraditiopad sedicings as their primacy
source nf healthewre Fhnobotanical
studies cirned out thronghont Africa
G ehat pative plants ure the neain
constatuents af tmdiional Almcay
modicines.

With 70 80 per cent of Africa’s
population ralyiog oo traditional
nedicines, tie nngartance of (he role
of tedicinal plants to the healtheure
system is coonnues. Medicamal plants
arz now besng given senous Attention,
ws is  eyidenced by  the
recoinnendarion wven by the Workd
[Tealth Orguni-ation {WHOL 1970
thut proven fradibional remedies
shonld be iucarporated within
natiopal dmg palivies, by recenl
noves  tewards @ greaicr
professiopalism  witino
Adnean medicine and also
by increassd commcrcializa-
tzon of pharwagentical
production wsing wraditional
wedicinal plats with known -
cfficucy i

Little avlention has, bowevet,
been paid to \be socio-
coomamie and conservalon
uspects of medicinad plant
resonross, probably due to
the relatively small volumes involved
and the specialist nature of the
informal (eade in thew, However. the
management of traditional medicinal
plant resonrces is probably the most
curiplox Africun rSonros management
issue fcing conservalion agencics,
Iiealthcare professionals and resousce
NSCrs. AS PrCSALT i mereasing on
duminishing medscinal plant supplies,
CONSTMICtive TESOUros management
and conservation actions must be
wdentified, based upon a clear
understandiaug of the surrounding
modicingl plang nse.

-t----00440---10'4010-t.-—bll-.'otttbo-ult

Sussainable nunspement of traditional
medicioal rosoirces 18 nnpartaud nol
only hecguse of their value as a
potential sonses of mey drngs, but due
w reliancs on traditional medicinal
plants Lor health.

The vast majority of people m Alric
cansult (raditional  mcdical
pruciitioncrs (ThMPs) for healibhtare.
With few exceptions, traditional
medicial plants are gathered from (he
wild. Although reliance on’ I MPS may
doclioe 10 the fong teno as altcmalive
Lealthcare facilities beoome uvailable.
increasmg demand for popular hertal
jnedicines i1s expected in the
foreseeable future, Over the same
period, cortaln vegetation lypes rhat
are used for traditiona) owedicipes will
drastically decline due (o forest
clearance  for  agriculture,
aflorestarion. uncontrolled buraing

and livestock grazing. Exclusion ooy
vore conservalion arcas adversely
affects I'MPs who previously
gathercd medicioal plants i thosc
sites. 1o addition, supphes of horbal
medicines to TMPs arc affeced by
competing resonrce uses such as
timber logging, connercial harnveding
for cxport and cextraction of
phurmacesticals, und vse for buiidwg
materials and fuel This credtes
growing demand for fower resoueces
in some c¢ases resulting in local
disappearance of favoured and
effective sources of traditianal

Sgstem.

Fowadis Hews Writer
medicine and reduced speries
diversics.

The most vuluerable spevics are
popular, sluw groming of slow to
reproduce, ar species with specific
habitat requiccments and A Huoted
distribntion, Althongl i theory.
snstainable nse of bark, roots or whole
plants used as herbal medicines is
possible, the higl levels of nuoney and
manpower reguired for wieasive
management of slow gruwing spacies
in multiple-specics syslems are
pnlikely o be fonnd w most Atnca
caum Hes

o vontrast sath western awedicing,
which is technically uodd analyclly
baset. tradinonal African pedicine
takes & holistic approach, gnod health,
disease. snccess or nusfortune dre not
seen a5 clumee ocolurenues bt dre
believed to arise from Lthe
actions of individuals and
anoostral spirils Accordung 1o
the balance or imbalance
betsrcen the individual and
social enmvaronmenl

Traditionally. rural Afncan
commumlies have relicd
npou the spinlual and
practical skills of TMPs
whose butanical knowledge
ol plant species and their
ccology and scarcily aIc invalyable.
Throughout Africa. the gathering of
medicinal plants was fradigonally
restrictod to the TRPs of Wier frainces.
Knowledge of many species was
Limited to this group through spirinal
calling. rifuals. religions controls
and - -in santhern Africa—tbe use of
alternative names nol known (o
outslers.

Rural commamibes i raditioral Afnca,
have singce time tmnetonial relied on
hath the spirimal aud practical skills
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1 ihe so-gaflad
adirianal medical practinaners,
Thess peoples” oumnical knowledge
of plant specres aud their cealogy gad
Ay renitd invaluably (o date
threughout Afnc,

Though this knowledge was oflen
restricied, usived classificd 1o g few
through penerations. thece are in
Afric tday more tradiional medical
practitioners than medern medieal
doctors. This, lor o vienety of reasons,
ampng themn slowed cconomis
performnces in mest of the oy tries,
but signulicatly the high onmber of
tradetionul madical praciitioners
relative  fo  mudern medical
pracritinners wsales the former benign
2 the future health needs of 4 wujority
of people i Africy

| orinstance, s oeseirch carried oul in
1982 obssrved (bt the number of
traditional medical practitio®érs in
Tanzania was estimated 10 be betwozn
HLNO—40. 000 compared to G0N
medival doctors. In neighbouring
Malawi, rhere were 17,000 ThMPs
agungt 39 roechal doctors in pructice
in the country,

Loonomic and denographic treads i
most of sub-Saharan Africa oller
scarce hopes lus vptimism. A radical
AN frons use of tradirional niedicines
0 consulling medical doctors, cven
wiLh their availabulity, wonld perhiaps
only aceur wath rapid change in
sncio~ecunvinis and collural change,
aceess e formal education and
religious inflnsnoes,

Bur access (o modemn medicine,
quality educaton and adequato
amplovioent opportumbies requires
sustiiped  coonomic  growth
Undormnarely, with the coononues
of wosl African  countrics
ndergoing an wnprecedented shing
with per eapits income reporiedly
falling by 4% smnce 1986, and the
zantinenl Joreign debt now three
times greater than its expor
curmings, acuess to quality. bealth
care will Largely remaiu a prpe drcam
u the majrity in the foreseeable

futre. .

b
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‘Place of Resting Water’.

LR

Feomie (o Nadrmagic Enkare,
issenll shopping centre, 40
Keluetres East of Narok
town in the hegel of Maasai country,
Litcrally speaking, it smplics “a place
ofresting water” 1u the local Tanguage
Bur as the file of irony would have it
hicre. only dust and thirst reign much
Iike a twin ghosidy presting symhals:
The lasr time e centre’s 3,000
residents had acoess w clean waiter
wis mare than 20 veurs ago and many
are postalgic aboul the good olden
days when clean piped water graced
their taps i the shops, dispensary,
shaughteshonse and schools.

Incresringly, e toven bossts ol bemg,
bomie ro the oyest leamed in the disteic
and the satellile of the madern hoases
that dot i, is testimony to this But
with all the relutive afflucnce. one
essantial costnoodily is conspicuonsty
lacking — ¢lein water

Likcall pastoral dry lands, rainfalf o

Kinallya tvip back bowe
with water om hor back.

rraeiaivaaiaaiesanasasss, By Wikt Tiampart

NO WATER! This young wosman
in Naivrogpe Bakare wondors,
WHATNEXIT?

Nurok 15 low and ereatic in dznonnts
and diseribution with s amuseal aver-
age of between 300 v saxd 1800 mm,
The arca relics agunly vu surtace wa-
ter. gronnd witer aod rainfall. Tn
Nairragie-Enlare though. poople
rely on shallow wells, surface water
and eccassonally the Lelong'o Dany
which was constructed on the valy
stream whose source is the fmous
Enoosupuksa Highlands BEut 1his
water 5 far rom being cnangh fur
the local residents who docing (e
dry season bave ro make e 10-
kiknuetre josrney 1o and [ro the dam,
ollen with the women amd dokeys
curying the wares ik bome.

The arca District Ollicer. Mr T
Kamora, cited linanctal and
logistical probleuss as the main hin-
drances to the availabedily of water
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FGNM - WEST POKOT

nd .app:aln.l 1 ucll m\lmr\ T OO
in and help complote he stallzd

praject.

“| e Mkicagane-Lelong s walcr
provject was started syay back in 1973
and it has never baen completod. Tam
therelore appealing on hahalf of wy
people here for both techmical and
maactary suppet! 0 help complae
this projest and alleviate the water
protlem.” said the adiministrutos
whting that it requeres Sh9 milbon 1o
complere and distribate The svaler 10
e residents

The Maasai geaerally lemit their
aetivities o just yrasiag and wilenng
lyvestnek and without the presenalion
of carchunents arcas these people are
faced watli a grear dunger and that is
why' e Covernment and 1he Jocal
councl is keen op aclivites taking
place in the lighlynds:
»

Said Koviaty ule Lepasa: “\We don’t
have & pmhlcm with the anthonities
over enizing lands becausc we hardly
prierfare svith walenng paints ad for-
ests apurt [rom some parts like the
Massai Mar We goabuul our migra-
ton withaur 4 prablan But ionmed:-
ately the land is divided among wdi-
viduals wa wall peed somewhere W be
watering the Livestack to uvond con-
frontabions, and therelore avaidability

of witler tnaar fomes will be of great
elp, he aavs and coatinues e ap-
pead o World Vision and athes NCGOs
to lielp us comstruel water pans and
dams I the Lefong o witer projoct is
onvmpleted we will have enongh vater
and tirne Lo do fanoiy, like other com-
g nitics™

Such 35 the silvarion swse solution
soems baey A5 one Maasai motler,
Lasoi EneMarimoi witnessed during
the Jast drough! when she was as-
saultes as a resule of spelling just a
huckettul of watee 1 happencd to be
drawin, water from the sane well wilh
thres othor men who wers walering
livedack on u troupgl. The cows wers
mooing hungeily and tus made the
men very angry. 1 kappencd to be 1t
the way of anc of them as he mude s
way (o 1l trough with A bucket full of
water and bumped into him and it
spilled all over him. He got 50 angry
and the pext thing Tkoey | wason the
wround begging for mercy as he rained
plows oo me.”

Lugal schools huve not been spared
either, more su boarding schools that
have been forced to vonstuct huge
witler fanks stramung their already
wiezpee udpets.

“We have struggled to gonstrucl
reservoir tunks bir whea e simaton
gets vul of hand we are forced to ferry

waller from Narok town ind Hhar costs
money. We have o choie baciust
withnut it Usen ho Tcarming, can ga on,”
said an oplanistic heud ezcher Nzug!
Cran

Most of the ioore than 30,000 residzals
heeearc furmess growtog suainfy wheal,
miize wad beans thanks (o the nins ol
batween April and July. |he
completion of e stalled wiker project
wifl MEAN 401 sUnnnIc transorMason
that wall gnable theau (0 grow crups
throughnr the veur thcagh irmgation
and aiso keep dairy cattle. This will
mark ~a very mportant sep lwwards
tle general 1mprusum.mn4 ifie in this
area and its euvirons ke Masiro,
Suswa and Narok town bacause tus
place is very productive.” says
Muangi Wairi, a busincasmuan i the
o,

A local elder who identuied himsell

“only as Oekeria is incensed with Lhe

povernment and e local hite for what
hie suys 48 their lack of commitmenl
The old sage has a particular bone
pick with the Jocal clits: “They live in
their complex towers iy 10wns and
only gu hamoe to bury thair dead and
dunng Christoas time. These prodigl
suns and daughices should come hack
home and contribule 1o the
developiuent of the cuspmniey ik
made tien what they are roday.”

FGM: A Cut Tlmt Trmls Time

'0boOlltl..'l..".utl.""l.l.l.l.“‘..-l..Ql“ll'Oohllll.v'

cspite sulT opposition from

lobbyists and the Waorld

Health Orgavisation having
dectared it a health hazard, the ote of
female gemtul mulilarion (FGM)
persists amonyg @ number ol
sigenons Kenyiu communitics, s
Fokot included.

Executed ina most bizarme manser, il

toyvolves the initiate strutting oo o
chasen stope, leas wide aparst facing
the dirsction of the rising sun The
circumeiser theo menacingly leaps
forward from a farge crowd, which
includes men. women and children.

With her crude tools of {rade at the
ready. she pours some ash anound the
initiae’s pedtals as she swings her
knife and within a fow minutes the first
operation s over. This is female
genital mutilubon among > {he Pokot of
the Rift Vallev Province i Kenya,

Asmang some clans, the girlis madeto
sil astride fucing her father who
sands crost-fallen holding two spears.
‘The cirenmeiser pormally scoops the
vulya and all the syrronnding areas,
In a faction of a mannte, the skan
aronnd the vulva fums while followed
by shooting biood At the sight of this
the women nlulate hysterically, The
girl docs not wanwe and is cousidercd

brave. The giel's father jumps up 1
joy and shouts 1he names of his oxen.
While the wirl still sits oy (e same
position ficing the cast wid eyes wide
open, an unche emerass frow the crowd
praising the zisl, turns ber head after
which the girl now stands up and runs
to salute the Gather and the uncle as
blood pours down he logs. The father
responds by shouling the muwe of his
best bull. Evervbody shouts “hooray!®

and the women now edee closer 10
cover the nude girl before nshenng
lier 10 a shude where they perform u

[l opcration.
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o same pats of Pokot countrv. (he
gt is escorted from the iyer waclvin
the marning stark naked,

The seany pars of thas cereamony 35 Lhe
humiliation hecause everybody
watches all the operaaon.

Tha pracucy. kowever, dillers exen in
detinition with some culliog
femala cuciuncision or el
acpital mutilaton or just i
cor. - All of these nonetheless
involve the act of iremediably
removal of part of il ola il s
wonicdu,

The normal feintde extenul
ganital organs are ropstaluled
by the vulvi, whovh ognprises
the labis mawra, the labig
minora or ayuphs and (he
clitons

In women, the constitubon ol
the vulvi 18 genclically
progranuued wnd 55 idenbzally
eproduced woall e ginbrvns
and in all raees, Avcondiog W
Zvaang 19710 e vulvi sl
inrcgral part of the patural
physical possessions ol
woman. When sormoal. ters
is-absoluicly no reuson,
modical or moral (o suppress
all ab ay part of dicse exXienor
gl prgans. Theretore, W
stecumcision or whateyver one
wottld tern it an slement ol
mutiiacion is wvolved

pucircumeiscd women have been
forcelully circomeised during cluld-
tarth Lilian Plapan. the chaimperson ol
Setat Organisaton, an NGO based m
Kapenguers, savs although wost
okt people arme thar the pracuce
a0 ioporant rite, which helps (o
ks adolescents respansible. How-
ever, hecause of 1the health oplicu-
Hons of e ritual. she savs tie cooe
nopsity shantd thank of an allormaive

plans m sgecst altersatve mansof
cmployment fur U circomeisers il
1o hold monthly rathies i schools and
public barazas 1o sonsiusy e com-
iy o the advarse effects of FUM

Maria Nenin of Kanvarkwat, West

Pakul whonisas i craumciser s well

45 a Trachitiored Harth Alcadant ( TBAY

says Iraditiony] circumusers should

be given an alrernaove means ol
e i hving

N savs in her trade she
covers e areen of S0 squane
kilomotres dunug (i festivi-
ries in whach she clrcumeises
aropud 100 girls oy scasen.
This praclice 15 ooy dops
i Decoimber of every year

During s lume the West
Tokot plains ure adocied with
colone a8 girls in beputiinl
wirtormisnd eolulns monkey
headgear  and  Lholding
[ywhishs walk singing fron
one relative 16 anothar
inviting Uiem he the big
DecAsian,

Dr Hillury Mabeva, the
Medieal Officer of Hewl
the Wesl Pokol 1districe
Hospital. savs he fues upesiied
on several cases widh te hwip
al Amrel and Flving Dactors
o cornphcated cuses ol PR

1lw: st resent case was tun
of Lvabwe Chepehumba. 27
vears old, who lost conlrul ul

Female genital snucliason i5 4
deeply  roated  cultural

Margant Nawranan and Rioda Rotinag - Indigenos
womon leadsvs flgbting againust FGM in Wt Pokot,

lier bowel mavement 45 4
resalt of obstucted han

practice. highly regarded by
the Pokar regardless of one's soaul
standing. There are cases wiiere iur-
ricd women. some of them baghly
placed profossionals conseot o un-
dergo the oparation in fidl view of &
watching public

Tacirenmeised women and men arc
despized and ridienlcd and In mast
cases, e rated as children

Uucircumesed woten arg nsyally
shumed by the prospective of not
gotting 4 suitor and  some

svinbobic pructice of snitsaling adult-
hood

Plapun suvs Setal s turreotly fighe-
ing aguinst these practices by replac-
ing the traditiowed owe with sonething
more acceplable Iike presening pirds
with certificates alter counsellmg
during school Jiolidays.

Theough organising monthly scrurs
for ¢ircunicisars, the organisadon
lwpes Lo disconrage them from
circmncisiog wore girls Setat also

avizsing from FOM. The
operation wiss suceessiod

Chepechnmba says she drupped oot
of schwol in Standard Theee dog 1o
carly progmancy. While she was thees
months pregnant, she svay cineunn-
csed While recupesating arhome. she
was advised 1o whwavs keep her dops
Lghtly topether, This left her wath only
4 small openiog v puss urne And man-
stroal flow, She developed complivie
tions resulling from a rapturc of the
bowels, whase movemseads she cuuld
notcoutrol wsyinore. .
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CHOKAA - WAJIR

The Chokmq “chokaa” of Wajir

t the cotrauee 10 the Guugul
Whircwush making
cuntpannd. 1 Wajir fonsn. ane

is engulfzd by an oppressive heat
wave, coupled by 4 pungent smell that
inakes breatbitog lahorious.

The et emantes from three faol-
deep vombustion kilus. which
permaate Lthe area and are used 10
piepare limestone or Chekaa, (@
substiture for cement) used for
building @nd plastering in (he arca
The hot teanpesatircs thae are (ypical
of Wajir Distnicl: in the North Easlern
Prosance, ke Ll hear worse.

Frosn one of the Kilas, eoierges a weary
and lanky Adan Kalai, with a dazed
Inok an hus fiee, Al fiesthe regards us
with a mixmzre of both meplﬂn and
contesnpt, before by lels out & coarse
Tt fue prectings.

Fven adter u briel intreduction by (he
chicfof Hodlan Location, Mohamue!
Salal Noor, you can atill deduce
bosiihity 10 Adan's hooded eyes. The
chicf, boweyer, cxplaing this saving
that the people are not uscd 4o visifors
at their site.

Meanwinle 4 handful of ofier chrions
and shubbily dressed Chofua
workers shandoiy their work and
cantionsly approach us. One would
expest these people (¢ be swcating
prafusely from (he heat. but their skins
appear strungely tant and dry, T'hey
il fact appear sickly,

“The conditions under which they
apcrate, leaves their skins sgveeely
dehydrated and has an overudl
negative cffect oo (heir health,” suys
Salai an noticing the startled look oo
our Exces Moamehike we are dll wiping
sweal Lron) onr hrows,

Not thar Adan and Jus colleagues ure
nol aware of the potenially harmful
conditions yider which they work;
with 3 raspy vowe, he explains thal
they only wark twere for lack of an
alticruative way of caming a bving

“Chtr fanulies depend on us foe their
daily broad,” fie adds.

This is not w mention the aupordant
ke they play o providing the whole
of Wajir District avd ifs cnvirons with
the moch needed Chokaa, whuch is
extensively vsed (or boilding und
vonstrction in the arca, lo \Wajir,
Chokas s un edge over comenl, as
il is able to withstand 1he effects of
Lugh temperatures praabent in theans.
Salat says the use of Chokea in e
area makes the construction of houses
very cheap. “Compared with cement
which gocs for aboyt Tour hundred
shitlings a bag while Chokan lLiere
custs only fifty shillings for a sl
bag.”

He adds that the only tmc cement
comes in handy is when finishang the
Noors and walls and then, very hte s
used J

wasse for abwrne —informs us (lar their
itl bzalth anses from the crste [orm of
cnergy 1hey use fur combustion

In ordec o pot {hokas. the raw
material— rare ones called Biscuit
und Carasun—iaye m be bunea in
the combastion kilns ar very lugh
temperalyres.

“Stnee we do nol bave the techoology
for producing advanced forws of
crerey, we burn the stones with the
Ielp of firewood and rubber from old
vehicle tyres,” he expluins. The
burning takes un average of 12 10 24
hours. A lot of water (which is u rare
conunodity in these arens) has to be
uscd in the process

The fumecs thus produced from the
buming of rahber wnd Heewood, buve
baon noted 1o have adverse cffects

Chakas is veady for s in Wajir town

It is mdeed 2 pity that despate all the
effort (bat is put into making the
Choke, e workers sell il for 3 paltry
Sh. 5. Eyen then, marketing of their
product is erratic and poor. This Means
thar they could go for duvs un end
without selling a single bag.

Ou the issuc of health, Adan—who
now: appears very enthusiastic aftcr

realising that our inlentions were ue

an the health of the workers i the site.
This cxplaived the foul swetl we
enconntered as we approached the
sile.

Abdulahi Subul AN, chairmzaal The
Guguul Whitewash Co-aperative
saciety says there are around 78

Howadic Wews 20001/02

28



CHOEAA - WAJIR

menmbers and it has been in operation
for the Last GO years, Work at the site
15 divided among, e membors.

Noof Sheakl Ahoeed, 3 clinigl odlicer
Al ke Wajiz District Hospital and who
assists local seli-belp groups in the
ared sl that most workers in the
ymarries develop ¢hromc bronchiris,
winch is faral_as well us allergic skia
conditinns

Thss scems to explin the dry congh,
which almest every onc al the site
appeics lo suffer from, “Ower the
years, e have seen sevaral of our

colleagues succumb ta the ternble

congh' Wi lave come o Accepl it as
one fate,” says Adan painiilly,

Naar explans (hat duc to rupant
poverty o the arsa, most of the
workers 4t the site do oot have the
mA NS 16 seek Juedical ereanmeu from
privitle Tospitals onge they contract
such discases  Ubewr heslth only
contimees 10 delenornate farther,

Another problem experienced by
mewbers of Guguul 15 the

ungvailability of firewood. which they
192 in |be combustion process. Smce
Wiugir disrriet has littls or no
vepetation, frewood is equally hard
o got

Abbus Hussein, anothes wember of
Guguuf sa35 (hey are forced - get
the firewood from very far off places
using hired dankey corls uod this
negatively affects their profie miargio,

With the lirswoad, also comes 1he
covuumuental angle The chuel noted
Ihat their firewood harvesting causes
untald damage on the fragile
evirunegent, since they do not neplace
the trecs they ol dow

AS A s, Salae obscries et such
vear the Gugunf members are forced
to venmre further aned further in scarch
af fircwond,

&tressing the. huportunce of (okaa
both to the bulding and construction
widustey in the area and (o e local
roonomy, Salat suggesis two wiys
that svould make work casier for
G imgaubers: One way is throygl
allurestuton. bur svhich is ool entirely
viuble duc o the ynrehiable ramball in
the arg)

I'he other more appropriale way 1s
throngh the inyestment of clectric
hilns, which would not only do away
with the fircwond cowbystion. but
wontd also ensure that the workers™
health is not put under undue risk

Salat adds that those are among the
proposals Lt his location wants 1o

pul lonyard to prospecrive donors 4s
part of the poyeely eradication plan.

Meanwhile before the poverty
wradication plans take effect. Life must
go an for Adan and company. Thev
bave Lo expose thamsehes 10 (e duily
dose of the abnoxious dust and the
dangers (hal their ocoupation
demands if only to eam a fiving,

Ovll.lIOhhcovovollllOlbov.l.Ql.bll.l.'..l.l.l‘lhl.b-i..v.oculllll..oboobqutl.

Worksrs bisy in the Chokaa mines in Wagir Tom
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KALAZAR - POKOT

Killer Kalazar Now Enqu!fs the Pakot

fror wreking 4o initial havos

na the vomadic Somalis of

Wajir Drstrice in North Eustern
Province, where if claimed nemerous
lives. (he deadly Kalazur plagne hos
now ooved on to Keoya's narthwest,
o lllict fhe Pokot.  The discase 38
charucterised by an inflanmation of
the mieral argans and bleeding from
the onliczs,
Kala-arav isa disease mosily provalen
in the fowlands of West Pokot where
aanl anthills A prevaient. The
dizezise is wansmitted by a fly which
resides in these oihenaise pAROTILHIC
gisnl anthills (hat dol ihc Poko!
comlrssidein Kenya's world-famons
Rall Valley.

The anthills are 2 particular foature of
the hot and dey areas where the
climatic factors (eainfall, vcwu’on
and LEMPSTATES CIC) Wre eXULINES
The Luman nulsitional stams in these
ares also vary from year 1o yeaf
depending ou the preyahing clinuatie
vanubles

According to Stephen Krop Marole,
a chirneal officer wid 2 speczalist in Kada-
zar wanagement based at the
Makutans Trading Ceuter, the Pokot
pustoralists play a significant role in
the epidemiologist of the discase.

Mr, Morato suys Kala-wzr has a queet
incidenee hociuse it afficls mon more
than women. 17 Pokol rationadise
this saying (lus is begause their
menfolk spend s time in the open
herding livestouk and guarding the
community from potential catlle
mstlers whilz women while in the
(raditiomal Insts wieere there is usnally
a firc thal acts as a repellad 1o the
sand v vectar

11 is not dillienlt w vhserve thal the
Poket men graze their animals io the
bush where the antidlls are wostly
Tou i,

Mr. Morolo explains rhat (he male
population in the pusioral Pokat are
likely to come nte Consct with the
sund fly in he process of bunting,
tending animals, sleeping in tse bush
ah daring (he time of planiing and
execution of raids which puts them at
yntcrnsksofoonummgkmmr

A look al Keayu's gcoluglcal
formation shows the country has
numerous termite hills in semni-arid
areas {ASALs)ofbelow 1,150 mctres
wbove the sea fevel

A lot of imnporfance, notcs the medic
is attached by the Pokot, Lo the
antihills given they are howe (0 te
Lermites (white ants) which ure a food
suppleroent. The terniites uswally coue
out of the giant antidlls at the onsct ol
the rainy season normally between
Marchand Apeil.

Kala-azar (visceral Lesshmaniasis) is i
diseasc thal |5 caused by 2 protozoa
parasitc which is transoyittod frun man
to man mainly through the bites of &
certain sand (hes. Tt affects injernal
organs mainly splesn, liver. hone
marrow and Lhe tymph glands.

The discuse has a long mcubation
period and the sympioms include
irregular fever, cnlargemcnl of the
spléen, liver, anacoua and weperal Joss
of body weaght plus a palling of the
Y,

It is highly [atal and occurs in & fow
yeurs

Histary

Before the Second World War (1939 -
1945}, Kalazar wis a sparodic dissase
among thc pastoral commmnitics in
Kenva, The first onthreak of thos
discase was repurtcd among the
Kenya African Rifles (K. AR
personnel stationed nef Lake
Mk berween 1941 = 1943, The
disease wigy have probably bemn

introdnced by the Kambu \oldxcn
returming buene from 1he war since 1
wis first discovered 1 then arc 1l
1948, Modics estingate This 18 duc 10
the ecological factors around Kitui
which are favourable fur the vector’s
survival and pransmissinn.

The discuse might have spread
southwards frony Kitui along the
susteri horder into North Tharaka and
then on to Pwrkanag,  This spread
theosy conforms is 10 a rescarch
conimissioned by tbe Mimsiry of
Health in 1977 led by Mr. Moroto
himself who las since specialized in
Kauli-azar munagement

The discase is now widespread in
Turkana District. some parts of West
Pokot mainy the lewlands and the
whule of Karamoja in porthern

Ugamda

The discase was first dictated i West
Pokol in 1952 by a Mr. Fendull and
agm in 1962 by a Mr. McKinpon whe
were working as medical doceors 1 The
district. It 15 thought that (L was
probably intruduced by Pokot Kenva
African Rifle soldiers who went o
Kala-azar endemic India, Burma,
Ethiopia and Rhodesiu (Now
Zimbahwe),

There were also prisoncrs uf war
.gmuu:led newr Kapengsria i West
Pokol. wha cgoe from Fthiopia. The
camyp is todate known as Kaa-
Abyzzinia by 1he locals These arc
the possibilities that suy point al o
the disease cold bave been introduced
fo this district in 1945 by the Ethiopiao
soldicrs und their prisoners of svir.

According 1o Dr. Edward Knoit of
Orlum Mission llospital, the
incubation period of the discase Vary.
The time Lag between (he sand My bite
and the onset of the discase daffer but
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the weubation period could range
between 3 — B mooths while in extrene
cises this ranges between ton davs
10y len years,

De Kool continues to say 1t sund
fly sochs buman blood during warm
Still tighus and theis bites are nurmally
veoy pamdil. The teeammenr of bianan
wfcetions reduces (he infecuyity of
sand Mlies. The reabiment 0f K ala-uzar
is very sxpensive

Dr Kuoll savs 4 patient a1 Ortum
Mission Hospital spends 135,000/ for
full reeatment and the majority of
patieils cannot alfurd ir. Medicines
Sans Fropucrs) anbsidises the drugs

The bospital works with MSF which
hasa ductor. and wu clinicals ufficers.
Dz Kunoll davs wost patients come
fram Kacbeliba oot Masol und of
late Chpokopsga aud Nasalar,

Onc major setback i combating (e
digease is the delay by the Pukots in
reponting Whe discase until they are
chrondcally ill. Dr. Knoll continucs to
sy it's cheaper to treat the discase in
Adar Uganda becsuse it'y heavily
subsidized by MSF - MSI ure giving,
free drugs to Onynn Mission for Kula-
dzar reahuent but the putienr pays
admission foos for thirty days A
young child pays 2,000/ and an adul|
Pays 15,0000 O Mission |Huepital
treated 137 Kala-a7ar patieats in 1997
and half of this were coming from
Kacheliba

to 3998 they treated 91, The upsurge
can be explained us doc to awarencss,
Lntil Tune 1999 the hospital trearcd 65
patéents with omewho had a spleen of
22 cm and bie succambed (o death due
o blexding,

Avcording {v a recent survey
conducted by MSF, Sodiunt Antinviny
Gluconale (SAG) nught be the
chedpest drug 1o treat Kala-azir us it
vosts Shs 15 compared 1o Pentostam
which costs She 100

Acturding 10 o report comimissioned
by MISE 1o 1997, aver 250 peaple from
Armudat County Uganda have boen
treated lodate

Medicud scicmests lear Kala-nzar conld
be Jinked w the drended HIVAAids
wifection, [n somc Years 1o come i
thoge areus where Kalu-azar is e
cascs of iv/Aids conld on the 7ise, if
Ltus possible knkaec is esiablished to
hold, Kalu-szar may show signs o
symptoms bul treatment will be
difficult, Tf the ocenrence of the
discase dovs not subsadisc. chances
of relapsing are bound 1o be high
considering ifs Luality

&

The Carin
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ltdeen rights are
violated lefl, right
and center all over

e world. especially w the
developing pountrizs where
basiy survival needs arc no|
a5y 10 come by and issucs
affeariog, vulnerable groups
like children are theawi into
nhivion. Addressing he
plight of children becamcs
even more difficyll when
peacc, slability  and
tranquikity are sgain elusive
wcrvil straved conntries like
Sormalia, Swkum ore . where
prolunged conliicts have
made life difBonl fos illions

WAL sy . drsw v

g Culture

e development and well being
of children in thair [irst
months ol life and thrmogh
the first ten vears of warly
childhood. The anthorofthe
publication Sophia Moha-
mumed Gausu, bersclfn Seureli,
displays her docp koowledge
of the Somali culture to
emphasize the unlapped
Samali way of caring for
children. Vitgjous
tnsteilions and piclures
through song. poeiry and
folktnles are psed 1o
undetline the enduring

of children.  With aid

agencies averwhelmed by
the need to provide basic needs for
people ravaged and ballered an
inrerual conflict, Little resources and
arentiva arc left (o assist children in
countnes ke Somalie. Now with such
& glosty situation fucing children in
Samalia, he traditiomal wag of wuring
lor childeen comes in handy—a highly
developed iustitation Lhat has not
been cxploiied.

significhnoe of the nich Somzali
= : Y oral tradition to bring oul
M‘MWM‘MM Smnulichiidcaw pmm
A book ttled “Carug for our Childyen:
the Somwli Tradition” obvicuslywould — The proverbs ami suvings el m the

0l bave heen published al a more
appropriate tme than this ime when
Lhe rights of ordinary people, leave
alonc childsen, tstranpled wpon in (i
country, This new publication frum
Unicel Somalia describes the ways in
which Somali tradition supports.
prolects  aud proniotes rhe

fext are very illestrtive and clearly sot
out how Somal: iraditional murturing
of the voung cluld right from the
moement of bioh recognizes and
proteets the miass spectal seatns and
necds.  Iwe froverhs are really

. e

v e
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captivating aml almost sum up by
book's focus A Lree that grows
sidevays whea young cannot be
strughtencd when old {Somali — sewvd
varaan ku gulloodday wavsaon
fugama toosive),  This proverd
widerlines rhe essence of providing
all baste rghts ke liealth care and
educatian 10 chldren in their
upbringing The olher proverh says
“iustead of withholding thew
(viuldren) inside Uhe body fct them be
sitlered arannd™ Gwnd oy raporsd
ka  tivt lahaayeen twbeta ko
duaetsincieny. Sofin Gianw, the athor
Sys promating children’s welfare is
e rusionale beliod wll the aditiosnal
pructices in the book. The marriage
between Islamic ieachimg and Somali'’s
teadiional practices o the upbringing
of children is highlighied in the book,
the basic right 1o cduvation and caring
for the urphans is 4 good exampls,

€hildren’s place in M€ fumilv and
sty is a chapter in the baok that
wiledines how children are scen 1o
be suportant for the futare welfare of
the inanediaste as well gs the cxtended
Tamely,

T contemporary fevns ;1 person with
childien is considered (o have a life
insrance and a peusion plan since

CARE - SOMALI / CHILD RIGHTS

children arc expected (o lake care of
their parcats finanuially, physically
aod emationally s they bevone older,
the bouk explaing. The signilicunce
of clhuldren and the high esteem, in
which they are held, is extensively
explawned o the contest of Ly Somuli
deep-rooted clan based svstem.
“Clukiren arc scen as the cuntimsation
of the clan, csposially smake vhildren,
and one gers 4 place in the clan
structure if one bears children.™ fhe
book says. The overall feeling of the
Souali communify vl i person who
bears o children as & curse further
undersoores their rale in the anily. A
stuple word, gabloeine or childiess,
sums up for someone who dics
withoot children  Their care,
upbringing and protection is of armast
hnportance to any Sorml family, the
book argucs, for failure to wive them
the necessary attention, they will
becoine what is known as caas, or
renegades. Caring for the Community
is deeply rooted in the extended fumily
syslemn. Good, well-behuved and
obexdient children are the goal of overy
parent in the Somali cosumunity. The
author explains that this, uccording to
b Somaki. will conse froen u spad wife.
The community views marrisgs. an
important sacial institution,
dillerently. The book arngues — thar
the primary purpos: ul macriagee in the
Somali calturc is 5ot companionship

but (o liave children rocarey 1he good
e of Uw family and peotect Lhe
parents from ravages of old age

Protection of o child from any for ol
abuse or assault oven from ¢nes
parenl g5 the overall responsibilily of
the family mcluding a iclave, o
neighbour or even a passerby

As a stromg belicver of Istamic
Religion the Somali couuuaicy
prulects orphans.  The book savs.
tecurding o Somali traditioe il is an
Abominable sct to abuse vephans und
their property. In the final chapeers.
the bouk focks ar Songo, nursery.
rhynie. story telling that dre et o
make the child foel womfortable and
grow up in the teyditenal Somali wav.
Pruises, ullabies i advice are all
given when they fell swk Al these
Apain confinm a teadilion Ul cazes for
postErity.

The book. the firstanc ol its kand. is 5
must o child right activists und the
penerad poblic svha should realize that
(e Alrican eninire is never short of
surpriscs  when  there is an
inlerational concern (o address a
particwlar prabley

The book i5 available Irom Unicef
Somulia supposl centre. scorae
commmunicarion al  1the TN

heudquarters Niinbi., .

Cultural Norms Or Child Rights Abuse?

C R RT RS *esscenay ....-.a‘.............o......s.--s..—..-&M?W

t the wender age of 15, Jano

Resiaro Nakuni was figured

old chongli 1o carn her father
dowry and henae was corcumcised and
conssuenty bansed [rom attending
schoul to facilitate Ler [MUITIARES (0 24
much older man. There was no one o
Stand up for her as she had lost ber
tnother whed she was very vouug und
her brother™s fear ol their bully father
would not let then raisc nﬁnger

“Iwus ta be nyurried off 1o 30 pld man
who had three wives alreudy and
insisted that { wus going o pursuc
1y stadics instead, ho would beat me
when [ atteind school,” she reyeals.
June waited paticntly and got an
opaning vue-duy as her futher Icfi for
the qarket o sell a cow and get

finances lo facilitate the warrage
coremony sod then added she, T
escaped al might and walked 18 km
through the bush to a church elder's
home and sought refuge there”, Her
father was so incensed (hat he
mobil iz tus fricnds to 1eack ber down
at the church clder’s house, they heat
her savagely rendering her nobilc.
"“Twas bed ridden for some time aficr
this assanit and T was Jocked in a
house and my facher went scarching
fur my intended suitor.” she further
sodeedes. A sympathetic ncighbor
learnt of her predicament and
unlocked the house where she had
beea confined amd she was able to nin
iwdy once more, Lis tme her journey

-taking her to Narok town where she

songht reluge at a friend’s bowse This

fricid took her ta the Full Gospel
Church pastor who in (s ok hier to
the local ¢luef's office and alter
Iearning ol tier ardeal af the liuwds of
er fGather, ordered the Asrest of er
father for assanle

She expannds that at the cluefs offio:
her father was compelied to sign a
Slatement o the £Me (hat he will
allow Janc to pursue hersmdics at a
boarding school withont any
interuptions and pay ber school, fees
withont failure. He reportediy did tos
but reiterated ouce ther went back
bowme frustratiog her by failing 1o falk
to her when shie sagquired on the plan
to send ber toboarding schoul. [t was
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infaruing bim of her fustrations and
the pustor send for her and handzd
her te e Narox Wouen Lobby
Group, which has been i the cye of
the storu i the fighl lor the vights of
fhe M girs i Nurok District. The
Group hunded her ovel 10 the
Headmisiress of Masikonde primary.
the Mrs, Hellen Dikirr. wha donbles
as the Group's Treasurer She carolied
hey whale her casc wus being sorted
DL,

Mra Dikirr eutlines the obpevlives of
the Ioby greup “We are a group that
is willing to ser The Maasun gicl child
suoazed god sehievs her tull potontinl
Dt wee are fced with acule financial
handicups and facilities since this is u
very new venture bul wc oare
determmned ta sce 1t suceced. e
would appreciate any kind of help for
this cuuse.” she appeals.

There s seemingly an urgent veed for
much empliasis on tus subject. in
Narok Districr to ayert snifhent
mavhent, as girds are so mhomanty
denicd theer rightful place in socicty
due to collupse of infrastructire and
of idcas necessary in curbing this
sardid and dismiptive trend whase end
resule is the endaing of all 1the hard
and panstaking, acadeiud work thit
these ginls and icachers lve done
over 1he yoars,

Sesieiva Nkamastii isanother Maasai
minof who has pore through a terrible
uedeal. Forvelolly circumissed at the
tender ape ol | 2after a severebeating
from her graduate brother for refusing
to be mared off to the family’s
herdsmean She narrates the harrowing
experiences both at the bunds of her
bracer and e circumciser " After
atending a4 seminar swhere Lhe District
Officer uraed us lo cmbrace sducalion
asthc only key (ur the fisture, | decided
{0 work hard and eamlate my brother
who is a university graduate but when
1 told him wy infention to study, he
heat me and ordered g o go the
.0.’s house and ask her w edocate
nie- after which he seat for the
parcuineissr despile the pain atter Lhe
beatiug” The brather who seems
untroubled by scruples would stop al
notbing o achieye his gosl und
consequently Seneva can off to the
locul Member of Parliament’s home
wha bunded her over Lo the Distrct
Commissionesr who sumouned her
brother wid whan he failed Lo furnup

the District Conprnissionsr m o
haodeéd her over (o the Disirics
Education Officer who then called the
headmaster of Ole Sunkale Priuury
Bausrding, School- where Lhe
svmpal betic hoad wacher admutied her
without much ado. 1'lar was when (he
Narok \Women Lobby Gronp catby in
and organzed & fundsraiscrat a lucal
hotel whwse proceeds were used W
purchase Scnrciys educationi)
assentrals The Group's chairperson
Mrs. Mary Simat says that this mewice
has to be faken by its heels and sei i
up on its heid once and for all 1o stop
the fow wen whose greed for bride
wealth and other benetits has bocome
such an vhsession w he paint vl
lunacy. She firther adds * We are
prepureal (o 20 to court of 1his will save
these girls wha are soutten with teoro!
after the effocts aftheir expericnces it
the hands of thase mindiess people,
We are lsn prepared o sacrifice from
our pockets to keep these girls in
school and thanks i 1o small way (o
the head teacher of Ole Sankale
School. Mr. Rebert Qe Nabaalu, for
his readiness 1o admit e girls without
question.”

As the sayg gocs, “the most ursly
dangerous man in the world is one
with nothing to Tose™ (his is a true
descripion of the situation in Narok
district where school drop out rales
for girls are way higher than that of
boys, thus leading to wastage of
ulhersvisce excellent brains and as a
vesult wrecking, havoc in ils wake on
(hie lives of these yonng wirks, Bt now
thanks o Lhe gallantry of thess trio of
wonten whose cffarts vomne as & sigh
of relief W0 the Maasui girls whose
acadeuuc world sects (0 crumble
ircctrievably around thew for the
cmpawenoen| and strenglhening of
this group will cnsure that ao girl kas
to go through the conssquences ol a
(radition which is qut of time with
owxdemity.

Jane and Senerya arc just bul the fowy
cascs thal lave come to hight and the
assistant chairperson of the lobby
group Mrs. Margaret Koilcken
strongly believes thar the suwcess of
the group lies syuarcly on the
shoulders of Narok women, “Weare
only a fesw voices who arc bold enough
to figh! for the ewpowermenl of
women in this region and we are
appealing 10 31l Mausul women in the
region to yoin forces with us and clann
onrrightful place insociety, Wehave
stayed in the shadows lur far too

tong”. And adds " This is e Zht e
0 3y o W gender MSERsVIness
and this will ooy be achieyed by the
smpowerment vl women qid by
aducating girls, Mo should also
suppOrt us i 00f act a5 1 we don'l
exist”, The adriinistratum koks the
other way wienever the sssue oF girls
rights comes up becanse wwst of the
uneducated councillors und some
chiefsare the ones putling guls ot of
schoals to beeonyc wives-cuul-
secrelanics. These men shunld goto
sctivol first befors assuming ot faking
up ollicel” says the tongh tulkuiz and
milstanl former teacines

Accurding 1o the  Dasinct
Development  repart the nale
popuation outnuniber fones and the
trend is projected 1o jemain
anchanged.  The male-fomule cifio
stands at 1:01 which is u clear
inchication thit it will fake wwch more
thun 2 handiul of women ju Sasure
(hust common sense proviuls at the cad
and thar those What arc gty of this
atrocitieswill see their full iuplarions
of their actions and suppurt rhis
worlliwhileveature in this mles ninm.

The formation of (be Narok Women
Lobby Groap is @ response 1n the
distress raised by (he poor guis and
in the wider spectrust A1l wouseo and it
was he brainchild of these three
career teachcrs afler keonly assessing
the worryviang tread where  25% ol girls
arc cither (orecfully deniad education
or are never taken to sehool in the first
place. This peompted them ta tke (e
inftutye of oducating women v gitds
in the district throngh the chicfs
baras’s a0d O g SIS and
the anpit of such ceganizations as e
United Nations Poyerty Exadizton
Progruu. Action Aid. the Upted
Nutions volunieers and such
individuals as the Narok county
Counci) Chairmun Mr Senteu Ole

Ntoros whose contribation have bezn

immense necording to the officials. Tt
was launched in Apni 1998 wod the
office 15 stmated ut the Narok County
Council headquarters - a gift fon the
chairma who isa strong advacate of
the progreua.

So fur thongh the proop his nol been
able 1o achicve all i s objectves Owing
1o [nancial copstraints, mwoobility
el fack ofboth political goowill and
supporl from the wenfolk especially
in the local anthwnlies, an apparent
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gender bias. accorting to Mary Simari,
wAhen appoinoet ur ProMations are
made and the geoeral adversarial
artitude by e Suth in officss and in
the hamus. This wutren arc therefore
cmbroilad ina wir with thoss opposed
to their quest winle sinving to furm
women tn the rezion (0 cMcrge as a
regional powes bouse coonnmically
and acadenucally afier yoars of
plunder und neglec) Thers ars also
problams wath (elow women who are
said to be culluding with those
apposed 1o e prowp’s cndeavors and
thus frustratiog their efforts as Mrs.
Kuileken conficmed "Tr is not Ll
wonen bege ase deficient in some
desirable atinbules but men have
always fell sirungely unsarricd when
women show Lhe slightest sign of
protest thas frusirating them, carcer
wist and ecanomically by denying
theau promations in all scctors, setiing
fellow wonea ngainse us and the
weneral nule bigofrs™,

So is Uwe Darok women ld’b}"grmlp
[niend or foe? “From the day we
started (here have beena fow teething
probleins s some people have tried
to cause disharinny amongst us but
wo will il bevowed. Wears reaching
aut there to the people in the bamas
and the response has beoen
erouraguy Beeauss the call is from
dewp down our heans we will sucoced.
W are also taking advantage of socisl
rathenngs o advocate for the rights
of girls and wuinen and this far the

only prablem is facilitics, oﬂterwm we
A taking it a step it u time,” conceded
Mrs. Simat at length,

(Me Sankate achool is not only home
(0 Senciva Nkamusiui bul 1o 4 victim
of bath namre and mwan alike, the

visually impeaired 15 year old Margusel

Sununka aftends special classes al the

schxout but has had to do witlout gaing
1o schoal for a vour for beng pregnant
aftcr heing rapedidefited in 1998, thus
confining her 1o early motherhood us
arcsull. Margare! is ranmatized bul
thie Jubby groug and her teachers arc
working hard through wounseling to
help her cope with the doable dileomm
more so due Lo the face that che rapast
is kmown and is still ont there wailing,
to pounce on yei another girl.

Acocording to Margard allec fhe rapist
wis identified o kangarco court wis
sutnmmoned and he was fined u paliry
fine of Kshs. 20,000¢= for lus act and
subsequently sct free. Sananka focls
thar this is nol enough for the pain
thar e capsed herand she puts oul a
teartul appeal 1hat T would not Like
hisn 1o be killed betuuse be 15 my
clansman but Twould like him to focl
the same pain thit 1 217, The lobby
group is calling wpon FIDA or any

‘ather concerned group o take up he

matier wixd ensure that the perpetrator
Eaces the fll force of the law. [Despite
the harrowing cxpericnces Margarct
is still detcrmined (v pursuc her
cducation und she Ukinks her teacher-
curn counselor and the sight savers
for beinging her back to schuol after
the ordeal, A teacher i 1he schaol

Mrs. Priscilla. descnibes the
perfmmance ol the rwa girls as

“acadericziily coming up very well
snd socillv they have gowd conduct
aud the futire is brigh!™ She however
appeals towell wishers 1o come inand
offer financad suppoit

The three grels have surely seen morc
thurn their fair shure of lernble ordeals
bot they are all (ou young for
forgivencss and they say thar they
forgive those who five §0 inhnmwu\
mistreated Weor 05 Seociva puts i 1
have uo hatred for me brother but T
Jjust peay that hewall Jet wie dearn and
achiove adegree like hum. b is mv role
model ™

As the pmhnlhmpmx and Lweir
supporiers sifive 1o cosure Lhal girls
unyl women are copowereid through
education the capacily 10 arvest the
rotrogressive sifuation is vosted to L
comrounity leaders ontfit. Dutas Plato
observed “Access (o power must br
confincd to those that are not in love
with it” and it is this scthack that is
the lock that bar women from
assmmng a successful sfunce or
awinning method in Narok

In this millennium supporl is neadad
for the empawennent of 1hese women
who arc genuinely secking their
rightful pluce Lo suciety by replacing
the love for power with the power o
loye “becausc for a long tune fhe
woman has boen an abandoncd
person merely seen like an object than
a person with eelings and ambitions,”
Murgurel concludes

@

Adolescent Sexuality: To Tell or not to Tell?

I R e I L T L .

dolescence 18 une of the most
impulluous  stages  in
buwtan arowth and
development. L e bard choices left o
parcnts with adolescent clildicn is
afren whether o1 not 1o expuse Lhem
to information an their sexuality, 2o

if yes, the approach (o take.

Adolesxenee 1s a poriod of trunstbion
fron childhaod to adulthood marked
fw interlocking chunges o Lthe body,
the mind and in social relations. The
body wrows i size and reprodactive
capacity sud gels more sexnally
defined. At this stuge. the mind is
capahle of abstrace thunking, lulure

R TR RN A R R R R L L B B S R L B B

oricotation. wernal control and voder
awureness of the cnvironment. The
close relationship and dependence
upun parents and oldcr family
members begin 10 2IVe Way 1o more
intimate relationships with peersand
adnfts outside e Laguly

Running from between 10 20 ¥ears.
i1 i a stage when the young person
embarks on a process of individiation.

The lack of parcotal care among
adolescents 8 bound 1o lead to socal
deviants, fufling prey ta carly
preenancies wd drug abnse, which
wonld othornise be avoided,

By E M. Sanunt

Witheut given full purestal carc,
puidance and conuseling they end up
in shambles,; they eiher hecoine
pregnant or drug addicts. The advent
of the killer Aids scourge makes
parenti] counseling cven more
imperative, Regear smdics tn Kenya
indicute the youth as lying within the
most vuloerable age bracket. one Lhid
is increasingly pronc tn Aids infechion.

This alupe pushes the poiol for
parents o wheatify the noeds of thewr
adolescent children if they are to
usature intn responsible cilizens Days
when communitics used 1o relish in
cultures, which allowed coliesiveness

Homadic Hews 20001102
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ADOLESCENT SEXUALITY

e Lanilics, g long gone. Duc to rural-
arban wigration wast families po
longer have goudpuroms wio used
ta covusel thevoutl, Parenls arcalso
very busy to provide youth with (he
informatien,  edugation  and
comommication Ihey nood. Whar is
Ware, SN pa s sl fee) calking 1o
their adulescents abont matlers
relating w their sexualiny s u taboo
This mnst change. as thers is no
substinime (o parenmal care. Az famibies
migsitle towdan jreus, leaversz unts,
wavles and zrundparents in the
countryside. many traditional family
vidues are Gudiog fast,

Tarental guidaave an the physical and
enouonal clanges rhal will accur in
the youti. however tricky they may
be due ta pecr pressure and
Conflictng wiass medin images ire
mescapable for parculs.

“lulk ahout groveshg
up, cluding
disenssing sonsilive
issues like sexuality &
lakes prachce. It may
not always ha vy,
bul since relevision. -
ousic and frieads all
present our children -
willh  gamelimes
comfusing lempting und offen
conflicring unages and informabon,
aur roles as pareals have become all
the more important”, adhises a pareny/
vouth publication

The yauth should equally be
enconraged on rhe oeed for bold
commincation. whenever in problem
Pareuts should also he exposed
forums where they will be taught on
bow 10 dead wah their adolescents.
such as at schools' parentsiteachers
assuciation meetings, commungl
barazas. the medi, church and other
Appropriate social gatherings,

There is need for adolesconts to know
the changes that src faking place in
their bodies This enubles them not
to cope vasily when the changes
occur. Accordug to Fr 1), Nyaga in
his houk: "Child Guidance and

development. <o also fathers should

Counseling™ bie talks of the need fir
the parsnts botl mothcrs and fathers
10 fakk o ther dasghivrs und sons
about these changes. “There is no
doubr thirt narhers would be dowg 3
mice b (o alen their dang Mers. well
in advance of |beir golig (o bosonke
growa wp prls. The sign of such
gromth will be menstruul flaw. These
inadents Sucprise many g pirl. sheo
ey have vot beon prepared for il So
ttoakes some hepus weeping, Horking
that Ihey have o very sarious discase

IS it the wothers who shonld fake
precaulions about Lt Whey one’s
daughier reaches the age ol 10 vears,
she shoald be alerted (hal somerimes
m the near fumre. she witl begin
EXPCHICOCINE & REW UCCUrTCiice. With
such information, she will naturally
take the incident to be normal. His
praventive growth '

Tl as che mollers shandd not keep
stlent over thewr daughters' physical

uut be silent (o their sons who have
reached Ibe age of 14 and 15 vears -
the age of rapid development for the
buvs wha aee approaching puberty,
They should be informed that one
does not remain i child forever but
that changes will take place us they!
grow. Sa 1o alert them {hat sooncr of
fater, physical changes will ke place:
Clangs of voice, prowing ol beard and
particularly, the sexwal biolagical
changes. Generally, lrom e of 16—
which conld be anucipated a bit carlicr
= many boys during slecp hegin
expenencing theiwr first nogiurnal
@iussion or the dischacge of scmen
throngh sexual excitement, [his
discharge may or may not be
acumpanied by dreams of sexual type
When tus ocowrs. i bov may be
frightencd unless he had becn
prepared before. 1 lie wus prepared,

he will of conrse. take this s watars
cgecnrrence and: thal even iF be b
senual dreams i connsctian witl it
e wall undeesiand har iy element of
pultis invalyed.

Since this is be srape when
Adolescents want 1o identify
emscives,  they  ond  up
oxpenumenting with their badics
through sex. We have seen ar wha
age the biological changes acur und
it i3 imporeant i the adalcseeuts are
encouraged 1o sk questions an all
these changes. Lefl alone. rhey wall
eod up gelting weooy, informas v and
cducation from the wrong .-‘.u.mn:c-?
mentionod earlier. This will head 0™
early pregnancies, drog sddibion,
sogquiring S IDHIVEATDS, aued inentu)
prebleans which will even ulfosr them
in their cdation.

Counscling i relution foniolescents
would be very belpful hecayse this is
. the stage when most voulh
realty do not know exactly
whe they are and thes ane
1o the  periad  of
S individwation. They buavea
: problemknnwiog wha rhey
® ure and i1 s during such g
. period Ut an indivadond wall
- need conaseling  The
. person who cames (o the

counselor  will) 4
personality problem Teas this dificufty
because be'she cannul be himsal(
Aol m other wurds individ wile.
“The pearoticiype,” Rank peruncntly
savs, "which we all represenr o o
cerzun extent, Suffers from the Gict Ut
he cannot aceept bimsel!. cannot
endure hawmself and will have it
otherwise”

For in the end the person bas oaly
hinwsel M {lrough which 1 tive and fage
theworld. Ifhe Gianot b himsell be
certainly cannot wish (o do sa, His
aclf is dufferent from every other self:
it s unique and bealthiness of mind
depends upon his accepring the
Iiguencss. (Rollo May 197K, p_ 53)
From this the importunce of
adolescenls to be ciouraged 10 aeck
counseling As carly us possible (v Lekp
them negotiate this stage becomes

- s
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necessury.  Erik Enckson in his
developmsatal Siagcs talks Walanee

pepotiation of every stage will bedp 1o
onesell, failure to doso may Jcad an

individual 1o develop
problenys
Adolescenve:  Tdantity

viersus role conlusian. A
o ol lransition betwedn
childinud and adnitheod. A
e far estng s,
breafor g dependenl livs, and
cstablishing 4 new identity
Major conflig¢ls  over
cluntcatwon of sclf-dentity,
lifc gouls o hife's mecaning,
Failnee to schieve a sense of
wdentaty resulls o role
confusion” (Coren G 1997
p 103} Prewl - genital
sage. age 12 IR, old
thestes of phallic swage arc
rovivod These stages begin
walli puberty and Last until
sentlily s#1s i Dcspile
socictal resiriclions and
tabuos. adalescents can
deal with sexunl encegy by
tvesting i in vurivss
activilies such as formiug
fnendships. engagiog o art
ur w sports and prepuniog, foe

Counseling would be given lo
udulescents, as Frend says, hy
cncouragiy, onr youth (o join clubs
in schoals. churches and commonal
uctivilies for those vul of school,

Threngh the clubs covnselars would
encouripe group counscling where all
will have u chancs to share whitever
problems they may be nndergoing,
hisongh thie same veoue i wonld be
casy (o get the adolescenrs whe have
uidividuat problems and they vl by
ahle 1w be assisted.

For sgigance and counscling to be
effective, it shonld be dope quatified
teachers and sociad workers who have
thesasclves been adzquately in-
corviced to addition, guidance and
cugnscling should respoct e yonrbs®
individuulily, needs. nzhis and chowe
While most parents prefer connseling
for their children, expericnce bas
shuwn that st is aglually thew who
apparcndy do nor understand their
VOURY, ONEs

The (echaiques which woukd be used
o counsel adolesconts ars those
which will biclp them to model their
behaviour, o fo bz themselves, For
sxumiple, Carl Rogers technigues
waild be very nscful at this stage
becanse they aliow ooe 10
explore himsclf aud cumc to
an wnderstanding wath
himsell, Tn the persen-
centrad framework. the
“tectumiques” are hstening,

aceepting,  respecting,
underelanding angd
responding. These

techmgues arc mulably
reqlistic ta e vouth since o
most schoo! and home
sitwalions they always and
bardly cver ure given lbe
opportunity  for  scif-
gxpression.

There s peet nonctheless o
sstubbish a balunee herwotn
furnishing the youth with the
information they 5o Teguire 1o
make informed ¢hoices and
saving thew cnormous
pressure. [hey should be
given the chance 1o discem
what is most 1elevant aud
uscful o them by way of
wiving them adeqoate

acarecr,

Therkana younggirl i search of dlean wator,

knowledye.
&
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MEDIA & MODERNITY

The Somalis Lose Out to Media and Mordernity

4'|o..o.ul..on.lunqqcn-u--c-a.-..

irican and indeed masi

indagerons peoples” cultures

are taday nerzasingly nnder
slese

‘The implications or vensequences of
suzh have besu enanuous with
v stoony and valpabls cudiure
practices either wholly sbandencd or
adulizrated by forcigu oncs. Howeved
fhe currenl swave of vultural
mmsfarmuition That is seveping scross
1he cottinent and the warld vver [5as
u resnit bl ylobalizaton through
advanced rechuniogy.

Here i Kenya. thee drifting Trom whit
used to be teaditional values and
narme bas affecied almost il the 42 or
g0 Irihes in the conntry. From Lasunis
o Luikapia, from Mandesa Lo Mumias
thie change 15 uanrfor, Conununitics
in such arcas are most of fee toe
ehlivious ¢l rhese changes they
cmbrave in the s of cavilization.
The Somall vommurity in Kenyd,
considered as une of the most
conservative anohg pastoral groups,
Bas Iataly experienied a varty of
cultural creeions For example. the
nich Eiovied. well-defined putiticul,
sdnurisratye stmotunes and social
insrimtions are no more. Culmeul
diehinrds m the conuounity point
accusing, inger st the Western modia.
Adthongh cullural mmansformation over
fhe yours 15 nothing nCw. there are
cortun tnstimtions withis socicty Wl
ave weibered the st of Wwe of
sultural defect. lustittions such as
marriags and (raditional health care
svetenrs have already sutgumbed Lo
{hiz pressure. One instimtion that has
survived this onslanghl of cullural
cleansing 15 snctul justice.  We will
cxplore what social justice 18 and bow
il is dispensed wmong the Somali
COLLIINE,

Ethics and Welfare

Allbongh o viight not think so aller
(he intermgd wars in Sonaliz. the Somali
still  yalue bumanicy. They are a
gencrous and haspitable people.
Collvctive and decisive commuil
acgion would he taken against any one
suspected o be ierfering with the
internal atfairs of the comumunity. By

exlension. this principle of “du unto
others ax you like them fw dn umw
you” 15 mpplicable across the
community, For sacial justios aud
respect to prevail i (he couunumity,
thare exist doep rooted traditions and
custnms. These enstesns are nbeired
and form svhat 1§ koowm amiong Gie
Sonulisas Caado” oricaditions

Tius is biading and cusurcs
administration of natural jnstice
Thiese 'Caadu’ 15 very importat in
chanring (hat every mamber of the
commanity 1s carored for and bis or
her rights are gearantesd This

S ainte 0 e d 9ems 010 P WS SRS SN D . S0

By Adan Faran Floon

education level ur weallh as greal
welieveme hot the kind ol spouse
lalshe 1 acts in fife. Tu help athe
replisation of tbes dreao, the
commuaity has a cymprehensive
svstem of iraditions pertaining 1o
marmage To a lame extenl, it isthe
responsibaliy 0f the pardits of te
vonth o make suee (il liefshe gels
thie 2ight puriner '

Justice

Fhought the Somuh conminity 16is no
wrilien Lasvs of constiiution. 1ts justive
gystew 15 comprehien sive and
thorough,

Tyadstional Samali conple in w cevensonial regalis.

“Caado” 1s not subjecd 1o question and
any une who i against ithe it 2
mornber of the community (whicls 15
very unlikely) er a farzigneor 1s
punisbed acoordingls. Tlus is cvideal
in a Somali saying (hat goes like
“Tyiscarding (in his daily life) of
wradition  Csada’) resulis in the sl
wiathol God.” Sucial institutions like
marriage. souiat wetlire, moral and
family, are also poverncd by these
cthics and tradiboas

Marriage is ong MAoT instiution 10
which the Somali pasforalists arfach
great ] ¢ Asaresult, how it
is cunducted poses a greal challenge.
Fyery yourig man of won in tie
community does ot perceive fane,

The teaditional Somal Jurispruedence
ishased on what is known amony Uk
clans as “Xeer™ or eaditional treaty,
This ‘Xeer' cime about & preveence
which was formulated over
generations, For instanee, if Uere is
an apgrieved party. what 18
traditienally accepted is that the
alleged offender whether guilty or nol
has to register an apulogy. This
apology is kuown as “Sabeen’ and is
declarcd by clan elders whese person
Ihas been otfended who are under
obligation lo accepl it and pave the
way for negotiation and the
establistunent of e cirpunstances
srrrounding the offence. 1f the sid
offence was committed wnd the
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WIEDIA & [ JOERNITY

oodant 15 prived suilty which is
usiatly doue through teTvieving

Widlar poder cath and questiuning -

-1y 1LNES SRS SEIIOX clders ars
—apsulted to establish whether &
similar incrdent cver ook placs
hetween fhe clins involved or Gan ilics
o T it was resalved U sualiv. 1he
wiponol of damage s pul intw
conaideration

A supslar judguseat is reuched ifa
precedenl is found 1F not, a new
precedinoe 15 S Howewar, \erearc
sopie oflences that hiave 2 stugdard
jadgent, e g 5t yuncder, vape, thefl and
bodily biarm such as hroken tegth ety
(1 would be aawed hage (hat W enlire
clan iz responsibie for te dinnapes
resulling from o astion of an
moudividuat meznet.

ot munder, the standard fineg 15 LO0
aniwals, wather cartle ot camels, 1073
iy, sod 30 (e @ womigy However
those are subject L0 pegoliatiun
beyween he vians wvobved and the
truditional Lreaty (precedenec)
betwesa the (v famuilics. ‘This 15
relbrred toas “ONig” (hlood wit).

Breaking someone’s touth could be
costly 1o the offender as the Somalis
suach imporunce to a person’s

peanly. Tiss 15 2k aubiecy 1o
pegetiation and piccedenis LL.
ptyeyer the periaeh doesnol feciwell
as 1 resull of the hroken oo or 1ecih
ihe offcnder’s Lian mnst hcar the
burden ¢l mirsing hain or e il e
peragn 20 well beforg any damigcs
are sart.

Oue other serious i mos| repugnid
crmme amungy the Sowmti oommuniy s
mape. Wavirgn girl 16 aped. it taken
as che hay boen murdard and her
“plood" must be poid or other TxE
negoviated betwech the wwa clans
pwalved or paries Moreover, whirl
conslitites rape i tite Somili Zontext
15 ncls more than whit is cnvisaged
in the Eaglish langiaze. Tonchug a
girl’s brears withoul her consent. or
Loching her hair, ur any other part of
her body wilh sexnal desirc is
considered a5 rape. 1t I8 thisl Serois

Tmpregnuting a girl will ead to foroed
marriage of the gl besides paying
damagcs W her parents; However it
the prognancy Arises from the girl’s
consent, then the boy or the nan
could ouly be forced 10 ATy her but
no damages are sotl, The Somali
suving on this gacs Tike (his. Dibota
diiamate. “She who gives willingly
has no right”, Besides the losser
damages, thoman who isinvolved 15
held in contcmpl and repudiated by

— —

Nomadic

& swr firs cdivion meme of the
’ readery calied in to ast abows

the Eskimos after reading
bt our dear Indigenons Friend
Henrictte Rasmussen  from
Creenland, TTere shen s & By of
their subsistence bifeeryle and
lanquitiye.

Tnuit sucierics have servivet on b
basis of subnauce bunsng and
subsisicnce ocemmsy. The bunsny
cidture and fvchnology necessiate
adaprabilisy i the EIMSFOMNET
and fave wecearily, od 15 pe
& close dependency on rhe
amivassmientad condsions of the
atilised wvea. The subsssience
cuonemsy s TEgITYS mobilig. Wt

e cominuiaty, He houmes an
oteast. Vhis e pugps st
rupists has bad & deterrent sHfect

Theft was samply resulved by
compensanon gqud Lhe persun
pranded athief, This sas truditionally
oot s seriows Al defimngnizing
alliair,

Mot that b ey and e (PIoCYIRNY
and Traditiomyare (we dibferent 1S
Vhoreas Xeor could be betwscu nnky
oo clans, Cando is sametiing 1hat 1§
common and adbered Lo by hzenlirc
Soauadi coenmu ity

Geperally, the judgment ul The wonne
ol clders was fiual and the accused
had oo oght of appeal. | I cignily
and moral micgmiy of 1he SOty 1S
helieved 1o precedc sndividual
interesss or wishies. However whders
uspally exbanst the alieenative
solutinns and arrive & the st
ansicable dociswon, swhicly easuns tekal
complicanes. 1t 3§ believed thal any
one including Lhe clanasa whole wiv
defy decisions made by wise eidersin
ptmeat good turth and fa g meut,
risks God’s wrath Al cuse af he
comvamty The chters deisions pem
final and revered,  Such s gmalic
cdliyral mstitutions halp perpeiale
continuity aod survival of the Sowralis
us # people through tine antl space

—————--—

News Answers You

andy w0 find the scasomal varicty of
rosorces, bt also in onier w9
exhaust the land amd over exploir
slse resources. A be cuhurad b of
Frsanising WecoyTatii a suytainailc
ELaTHIY.

Tor ooy $ sugbisfy the digtary and
smserinl sseeds of mombers Bvisyy
i5 ¢ Subsistenie ecOnmmY, trdde
velarions Wit orbey areqs are
wezessary for the exchange of
rotources  botween  seeh
s anisies. Lhe dependency on
(he tyade velatioms with athet
artas complesed she wiilizaion of
the vosonsries needed to swrisfy he
needs of the community aF wth
Tevels. These snterchange gnd

exchange  RoissTies fhster
adaprabiisty anisd. posiilanseg fur
Poupations s well as & culueridl
ac well o w ceedraral flow af
infor Hasan.

Phe comppssnity 5 # spciel
instirwtion, Ii dofines stself hy
Epowsing vhe peuple, 156 LR
s crstams, The tnadsiians. The
culisere of the communsiy the
COmPreBEnSIve  SHIINETY af
standards, vaines, pAEYRs if
Behavion conwner 23titudes, WS
af Bife, but the culture st fiave
o marersal basc, und ghe
subsisseaice econay tagerher with
WMWSMWH&WM

tase: for fimdiniy the YSIICES. oy
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SHENG - MAASAIL

‘Sheng’ Debut Causes
in Maasa

it was  have ne daubr
svondered if only for a manwc
Lo 1l muncrous IOnEsss
thyt we sprak today werc
cngd 150, 1hen yoll pecd ool look
ver far, for the answer might jost be
wafoiding 10 your neighiborboad.

Tt ts st emmerpng it this colnagc ob
words and phrases that sonnd hke an
alien dialect 16 stowly cncrouching ov
s hatherto impenetrable domains
According o parems i Narok district
-gheng” awes its origins 10 the urban
contres but foday it 15 not A Surprise
to find young Muasal boys and grks
dressed 11 the traditional regalia
speaking 1 this Strange \ongue as
they mricee livestock

“Sheng” isamode of conymusicabon.

farunlated misaly 1o itihe needs of
the yuuths whose nead to discuss ov
deworibe cortun things withuut e
knawledre of thein purenis and otlwrs.
Sinee sheng is a cockipil ol vanous
langnages, speakers have a well
formulated s31 of un-wTitien rulcs
goveraing the nse of cerfain words
and plirases borrowed from ouiside
trihes and lawed wih other £ mbols
to add colour 1o Lhe concoction,”
explaaved AMecousi ole Nkako, aNarok-
based Jawyer.

Some parents afre pulfled a1 Lhis
development und ooe desuribed it as
scourge while orhers said it WAas
acceptable as Jong as it regnains witun
the moral ponfnes.

“NMy wide helieves that it is Iike 2
plague O a SCUrgc which once it
strikes Jeaves chavs and devastation
but 1 don't agree with ber. 1t is weird
the way they speuk bocuuse il you are
25 curions a5 1 am. you woutld hear
things hikethe lion or the one withbig
Kknees, releering (o fathers and u lotof
others like ‘ngate 'which is i Swalili
sheng word for cigarettc. The English
ward “deal’ has alsobesn adopted and
is called ‘endhil” 1038 ditfienlt to figure
out what exactly they could be say ing
and T believs (e best we ¢an do now
i« to sif hack and wait and psay that

itand

this sheng does nol wedl wway ir
poad old Maa-twerals and 4 neuage,”
sid Lemein Olaoulare.

Lyen the novoally understanding
mathers conld hardly disgnise ther
unseltling Suspicions. nantaine
Naadokela, a matber af pine said: “We
are gxnerally won jiod a8 morhers
pecquse it is onr gbligation to watch
pyer the girls' actions and behavionr
by whan (hey pse ¥irange LS
with 1he boys. we gel very wur ricd
because we don’'l know what they
could be amsicting, You know the
girtboy busincss, may he we need (o
learn the language oursehies 0 order
1o keep & hold on things ™

Huoweyes the"scourpe seemed nol 10
worry both the students and teachers
gs they have come 10 grips with its
implications. Whes asked whether
sheng pases any et 10 education
and the students gencral performance.
Nelson Swiati, a stadent was quiick L0
explain’ "I has ey hanced e Wiy We
conmmicate, it has sreuied i hammer
petween us and (he old fulks but 1l
fias also improved our prct relations
and 1t is pood because You <0 LAY 0
much withont the knowledye of
others. 11 is supposed 10 help wse
using it keep their marters pravate, W
does not affect our lahpuage
performanue hecause it is like being
Suent in soveral Languages.”

Onther students ke Maguect Naisiue
agrecd with hun “Slang might beoems
the language of the future and today
being a youth who dowesn’t kaos the
language mcans ¥ou will he left oul.
Instead of people complaming fhes
should Iuok al this doyelopment s a
step Llorward Mansai land. Fhose
uncomortable walh it ghould cither
Jearn i of feave those using it alone. L
is hard (0 wnile or wse slang in class
gince our teachefs arc very
understandiog and the sheng has not
interfered with our learmning at all”

Teachers and parcuis are nsually the
first to blame whenever the question
of slang comes up, but what i
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apparsnl o 3 is that schady is W
ijama Lo cither the cnuesRete o the
spread of sheng Detauss oven thuss
whn huye mever bren w solwnl lave
embraced 1 fully. ‘Jeachess and
shopkecpers Knuw it undy well.

“Qlagy cun only b INCHICE s
perpeimted by e media because the
youlh apywherc iu the world will
always want (o have thes L] Way
ol COMMUINCATIY, Shony, like asy
other aspect of Jusma t 1ike is dynusiic
and it is evolving wud toy mare than
ever before. WIS complex and well
arganized. 1t1s the ‘nyhing' and itis
being 1sed i muanyaias, Wecn tbe
blamed for its growth pocause like 1
have said it is A mode  of
communication that will not gv away
hecuuse somebady somewhers S
puoemfortable,” Kaman Mascmi, &
Japgnage wacher. expounded

10e] Santai, a shoplesper fratu Medelo,

caid taday’s Maasal youth yeArng
for knowledge has led ta \lo
cnerpesce of sheug and inevitably, T
syt ~yhis is only but the hegamming
of many other things. Tnstead of
complRining, we shionld let the ymith
use it byt reuch thean 1o snaaniain mogal
stundards. \We haye oo chuice st
learn the langaage for the sake uf
business.”

Linguistic cxperts on their parl say
sheng is indecd A subi-cultare and
develops alongside 4 conventonal
lupguupe usoally over 2 Juag penod
of gune that such a language would
have boen in use. Therelore, they add.
the use of sheop 10 & partivular
lunpuags 15 a (est of its leyel of
devclopiment or maturits. Devond
here, ticy do not so¢ any arm i the
evolution and use of sheug

Foar vow. be 1t tisrough choice,
conscicace or just mere tragedy. the
sheng sub-culture has {inally mude its
debuit in the guasi-indigcnous s
Land as well and sumilar far-flung arcas
of Kenya.




PYGMIES

Pyamuy ibes ane nostly found
in the ruinforests of the wentril
parls of ATrico. Currently they

are being threatened by extinction.
For cxamnple in Rypandi, in the 193075
Uyere were abot 30,000 Pygmvics, and
\wday, becauss of dalorestation and
the 1994 genocude, therc are abont
3.000 Pygroies 1. '

Ritnals, music, and dange play 3
big part in the Pygmies’ lives.
Dancing and music hive alwiys
been there for the Pygmics a5
[rom birth Pyguuies il a VOUng
age learn how W dange beforc
they can walk. v :

Pygmics arc omnivores.
Monkeys. birds, fish, turtles.
smtelopes.  flving  amis,
sccasionally cven elephunts,
mushrooms. fruits, wild
and honey ali belong

e

P

Forests

e s assiBasayel sepenuean

cay be siopped now. ITclping the
Pypmics CAD prevent deforestation
and the raipforesis froot being
endangersd by careving vt
cunpaigns that will help s1op {hisvice.
Both arganization and lobbying arc
similar in severdl ways. Tt wonld be
wise to involve gronps of peoples to
help supporl the rainforests and
prevent them from being codangered.

1o she market

'—m-n&ﬁm’mdm

The Pygmies Dwindle With

Vanishing

When we think aboul the ratnforesl,
e Usink aboul anials and plams Ueat
live there, When we thunk aboul
cuting the ramfonesis, we fiunk oot
what we can do to save «n
animals and plants from becomiing
extincl, Never do we pose i ponder
the net impact of thison the endemic
v g who huveno other Iwime: than
the forest. They alse bave 10 suffer
the danages wo GItse. Al
they are human beings.
Moreaver, they ire our ol
Liivk to onr awcestors, W need
thew as anuich as they need the
cainforests. I magine us salling
those who share the same
species as us. | think it is
disgracefol, und something
has to be done 10 stop the
Pyuics from beconung usa
memory like the Dodo bard™.
says Kaupa Diwa of Bukavy,

The rainforests mean a lot o
(v Pygmies The ry nforests
is (he ome of the Pygoics
and give them i purpase 0
live for, yet not only for them
put for the corpus of otber

compiese et fash3

The Pygmues have 3 major problem
simce people cmting down the foresis
for farming and lmbre business are
thecatening their lomesteads. They
have lo keop on moving from one place
0 another to sustaun their lives, Some
people take Pygries 1o work for them
as slaves. Therc are also people who
kill Pygmies, 8., for ‘stealing’
bananas, because they thunk they ane
pot really hwnan beings but have to
be copstdered as some kind of

monkeys:

There are many probjcms (hat arc
occufring i the rainforcsis but they

The mcdia can also iet people know
what is going on with the raindorests
from around the world Ttcan help 50
poopie will increase their knowledge
about the rainforest.

Nowadays many chldeen know a lod
ahoul the rainforests becduse of the
education they receive. Somctimes
back. many people didu’t Roow uwch
ahont the rainforests becuusc they
were not taught about the rainforests,
byt now it has hit diem that the
rainforests arc very precions and
pupartant. These young generations
are starting (o realize bow iwportant
(he rainforest is o them and their
{ulure.

The rainforests ATe very iNporiant 1o
s 114 onar fives no matier whiat. becaise
they give us the opporuuity 1o live
our lives.

living organisms in the
ruinforest and on (ho st of Mather -
Farth as well. Lo the past live years ot
sy thesc rainfuresis hayc becn
disuppearing af au alurming rate
because of the ongoing conflicts
the rigion, Becanse of the eudless
conflicts in (he regioil the Balwa
Pygnyics around Lake Kivu have
been 5o concerncd that the women
who ure always the worst Tut decided
1o discuss the subject.  For U first
ame the Batwa Pygmy wouien of the
Greal Lakes Region mel in Bukayu
from §% to 10% Noyewber 2000 to
discuss their role ingonflid resolvition
The mecting was orgunized by
CAURWA, Rwanda and Shirika Ja
Bambuti PLD.P. Demaocratic Hepublic
of the Conga. Thirty parficipants,
mostly women and a few wed who
represented  The different

organizations working with the Bahwa

A i Hewns 20001/02
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DISAPPEARING MINORITIES

cemmunity aud who preseatwd
pupers. allendzd 1 The participants
were doowa [inm Dy fondi, Ruanda the
DRC aud Kepva, The uain
disenssiens were  based o0
lediizcnous Waomen o e Great Likes
Repion. INhCir social-cconpmic
siluarion (e ol inthe devclopment

PYGMIBS /

ol their peuple so gencral, particolarly
dusing (his period of War and s
poplication i (he process of the
coaitry with @ vigw 10 prosccung their
people an 1haniselves, Other specific
abjostives ware

To train au inforns Batwa Pyzun

worsen.of 1 Great Lakes Region
abuut their 1ights i this period of
WL

Reflect upon und define the
differont strategies coabling he
Balwa P_vg,mywomemnbrmgﬂwil
contrirition 1o finding peace in |
our Great Lukes Mégion.

Encourage contacl belween
Indigenous Womcn (Pygmy-
Batwn of the great lakes region
und ogher wonsen

The Batwa Pygoy were initially
huniers acud gatherers who (mainky
depended on the forzsts for ther
Lvelinoods.  Thes haye been
renwovad and vestricied W continue

To

with thieir acsisitics an he forests
feaving them hetpless wed itk
any hope for survival. They arc
nav e most wasginalized people
with . cduzalion bazmse they
cannol afford. vo modial facilitics
and food is scarce siowe they do
not have land Lo culisvatc. Adler
ihe two days meeling, (he
Tndigenons Wonn cincup with
{he folluwing recomuerdatons:

the Governments

Promute peaveful resolutivns of
conflicts which affect populations
in general amd indipenous people
in particuiar

e Put o practice the conlents of

internationsl fegal imstrumenis
relutive to indigenous peoples
whach they have rificd.

= Allocate land to Barwa Pygimes I
giving thean individual Land titles.

« That the sdication of pyguies
children from pre-school 4nd
primacy kevel should be obligatory
und free,

Governments should ensure the
panicipation of Pyzioy wamen in
public affairs.

s Consider Barwa Pygmes as equal
citizens and give them the same

nghts as olher Cllizens.

e fo place i stnchind invplving
the Batua Pyaunies ol ihe sricty vl
meicinal plants and nolions ol
cunscrvation o parnte

To the International Community

Pul procssun: Hh SIRNAET atates
<o that they can respesd and pit
it pragisc the syaeit and fie Jeltcr

e The LIN organizniions ind ollr

af the jegal st mumenis selitive o
rights speeific W indagenous
pooples

Ivite indigenous popuiations o
gake pant i intesnatoual fonims
and suppert the assouated
expenses P—

suppor! organizalinas should
collabarate with the Pygmy
associations in secking oul
allocatimy, and digtribuing aid for
the Pygunies.

The Organizations

and Churches

« To swppert initiagives of
indigenous peoples in order to
raise their standard of Living

. Towmﬁbmewtlwprmnotimmd
mtegrated development ol the

Pygmy proplcs.

The Disappeatin

4s-.-a-.-o.-voo.--ocai-onuv.-.cnotn

he £ Malo - Tiniest Tribe
Living off the Lake:

The panorantic Syening sun descends
on the lake dispersing rays of
glamoruus sellow rays on the lofizon
1 ifc hus slowly been won from soother
day #s every and snndry hecads home
il'any ta whilc away the sneaky pight
Lt chtifl Mz |ekole Fnge tadges
un and mstesd cars on into Lthe cold
eycning waters of Lake Tarkana Acthe
snonth of the famons El Molo Bay for
a catch (o meet e subsistence of his
geven-menbar funily.

I is the solc swple sousee ol (heir
\ivelihoed Throush the ages; Kenya's
sinallest indigenuys tribe isrnbering
1 mare than adiew hundred people

According (o the 1989 Kenya
Population Censas, they numbered
about 1,000 people, a figure a magonty
of the local people dispute as far too
an averstatcment of heir kol

Thase wha izl they are true EI Molos
reckon 1he communily hias over e
years been confamiraicd and bloated
by laca) 1Imposlors keen on plaving
[fekle with their population with the
chicctive of explniting 1hem for AUy
others Lonrisim pIrposes.

But are Users reatly troe B Molos. bere
or anywhere 1 Kenya® Such a
skepticisio. far from sounding cynical
1« abundantly shared hy LI Melu
aeighbours, the Turkana und the
Sgmbury, who strongly feckan there
are very few if any geauine E1 Molos

g Minorities of Kenya

roduy, only remoants amd distant
descendants.

“The majority of the people calling
{Iveimselves £ Malos today ave aathier
ane of their parents ps 4 L EI Mole
ar even their prandparents. The tribe
has virmaully disappeared due to
massive inter-marrisges  and
assimitations with neigibouring
comumugtitics such as the Turkana wnd
tho Sambury”, quips 60 yeur-old
| akope Tokis

Nonetselcss, the El Molo eshibit a
unigquely clusiye. seerehve and
distinet cultnral outlooks despite thie
deeply cotrenched adupiation vl other
culmres, This trait lus continued W
mirigue ontsiders s Ia iheir true

onigin.

e adie Heasa 20001702
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Syl there ae 15 nobudy 10 provide
yusights inio this B Mol riddle e
lszre are ost u bandful of cldees whe
atill speak the 1 Molo language and
oho ieidonal v are anailling to
jeach (the young gencration they
COnEIES MEWCnINEES

And Wercin 12 an even Breater
donger of the ey the last ol W El
Matos, toured s oneuf the wurld's
smalles! Indigangus Lribes
vanisking altopethar.

Mazee Fekan | ukope 5055 a Doty
af the EL Muolo have adopted and
Kl speakaug Nurkara and Sk
Tanguages. 11 i€ however sinkingly
noliceable 1hat ihe EI Molo
predeminantly ke de Sazpbpny

Anthropologicat sfudics, which o
1o fast corraburated by Mzee
Lokope indicites rhe L Malu
beloaged (o 4 section of the
Shangilla, a clan of the Daseatch
peuple Tiving on the northcastern
shoves ol Lake Turkana,

“That the Dasaeich ane themselyes
qp cxotic comutunity shanng a
aushitic dialect close to the tn-
tongucs of 1he Readille and the
Sopli. sheds some Jight on The Bl
Mulp evelurion,

cven (hough the Il Malo e in
mareoncd on the Lake shores on Lhe
fwa rin misarigy of Leiyan and
Komole hadt a1 Bl Mola Bay same 10
hilamelrcs foom tha lowa

a fish and pot cut o hinesedf, bul giyes
it to u Thrkana to Jo it Ror SiREs
rensans’

he Waata: A Self-Hate
Ideatity on the Wane

The Waats are perhaps te anly
preseat-day fme fenwant ol the
fnter-gatherss groups Kenyd
(wday. Yel thus quass-manoun
commupity Ioainly feund in
Marshit and Movale dstects, is
tao fust disappeanng like mest ather
ndigenos groups. by they thanks
o a sense of scli=hats ol thear
identity resulun g frow an weelivle
social sugma by those they live
with.

[his self-hate, a function of the
wraditicasat attitude harboared b the
Waata neigabours chistly the Duran
and Cabry Jas systesnatical by killed
(hair sel-catessn and entlsasi. Tu
them there is nothing 1o be proudl
ahout theit beig, Watla given o be
one is akin to belongnig 0w s
and wretched caste sinelar o tuso
of the Hindy ¢aste systcat in Tndia

Lniderstund iy, te Piauta, I, cide
by side wilh the Borun and the
Giabry own 1o livestock and hive
had 1o subsisr o handurs from

What's mure though a mgjurity of

Yourg oviginal Efpsalo bride.

the eldars voncur they LI Molu
cons 815 ol seven vlans, Lhey could
only name 1he Olmerie. Olkaliilo,
Orisole aud Origaltile, Perhaps
memory i failio theme

e that as it nuy, FA bolo woamen arc
highly vrnamental. dressed in
brautifully oshired beads and fwad-
pear, bul which ona closer lock 1san
adaptation frowthe Turkim.

vhat Juas daslt i death blow 1o their
sy ival i At enlity is theie sporadic
{plermarniapas consioned by veurs of
sngraticn 10 thy sonther fip ol .ake
Turkana has cqually rebbed theos of
Wi traditionad jond and with it their
wentity,

Successnve aniEration and sxsimilation

Jus svstetpatically wnssed the tiny ¥l
Moto by their ouwerically sapenoe
aesghbours, the Reuditle. Samburu.
Gabraand Turkan

[oivangalani has thus hecome 4
culturat cncible of diverse wultares

inspitc of the cultural onslaeght, it is
instructive to oote that the El Mnlo
<43l bury their dead on the Iake shorcs.
and as the lake slowly Shrinks and
fisl vohumes dwindle. the life of the Bl
Mulo hangs by 4 louse slring.
profupting a section of the community
ta resort to nomadiu pastoralisio.

This noniadic group aze now sewled
at Swite, Sand Bay and Moite, all tw
the northern shores of the lake
towards Alia Bay

Oshers Bive moyed 10 lvas i searcit
of subssstence Al our lives
depends on This warsrs (lake) und we
shall have nothing Lo cat if it deies vp™
Iatnenls Mazee ‘Toka.

It is anather fast dash to ublivior. the
El Molo manerity, whosc anly respile
for a coltural reconnance way lie
(e cnigma thul is their cullural
nnpredicuablily. Samople diis in \he
words of onc loual European
snissionary; Ao Fl Molo could carch

Uiese two of tieir nesghbonrs whe
are 10 figcl beniga to theie sury wal
andexsstence,

lror instance, the ¢iabru would
pecasienally need (he Waala fur
nurcrage and cluld-nacung risals,
praclices commenly krown as
ol and “Cleeli™ respectively
A Family who biaye the mistoriine ol
losing cluldren of chaidhirtly wonld
nominally hand gver a surviviie, one
10 1 Waats fymily i brig 0p suzi s
chitd, 1Me plujosoplueal smpor af s
makes Lhe nunie Waula fsell (e imply
surveval und resihence.

Despue tos seif-perpeluating e
played by the Waati path e Grabra
and tha Boran they live side by side
huve ncver treated them hutancly.
The Waats have had to tike bacaus:
ol heir ubieet poverty and a siluation
ol want. depending on them for food
handours since they paver use folune
Lvestock of their own do thongh a
good number of Lheir voulh am fates

Wa Hewa 2000102

42




— D SAPPEARING MINORITIES / BACISM
ORITIES / RACISM

day  gepcralion diE
poonausally indopendant

aow

11 s lime wa gel ous of this
dependent meorahiy, rocopnize and
appreciate pis identity insteind of
I onr haads in othat peoples
identity whe only use s (Waula) as
Loaks ol heic pamenicnee quips Adi
Fatl Iiashunn 3 toedic and crusader
for Waara dentin
But alrcads, mrmirs ol the Wiaata
shedihing ol their parcesved jpnebic
status b5 sloaly proking up i fadt that
i« sat it denyiny them Their often
demeamn: rehs” from the Gabra
3and 1hie Buran such s specilic meat
ctits swhoever au sninual is Killed for
il

Tis 4 combraion of (us salf-demal
worns af low ssicem and resnitan
CALLPA ST assunilation for want o
shedding off this social stereotypes
And stigmi, e the Waata oncel
the wpaally Hade hiogn indipenous
zonnnmnibes o henyi

Traditionaily, armed wilh tlie

rrademack foals of their trade ao
survival wod subsisienue: nanely Uie
o aad arrosy and a hpnting dog (s1
o toary, he Waatd weit kuown Lo
caa tie bishes scouting for wild
apials, berepes And 1onts. ‘Vhey bud
o pertnancnt hames = Tane wais
where 1 kil vas landed  Muoycmanl
wae along saull family bunds uvd
usaity patrinesl Bucwith thie bushes

wilay shmak with Man's pnsbaied

= PO
Elmala yowna boy bolding fih
at Lake Turkana

convquening oL thewild and the Kenya
Guvernment layving outhived huo! ing.
e Waata hove had 0 contcnd with
sedentary g in the gading eates
Jving off Randos Of 35 perdsmen for
(seir stock-rich conam s,

Lsercsungly, the Waata syl ching 1o
their agc-old radtions. manifest
their numerons songs. chans awl

Jances usually sung and el med
at mightfall preterably after o kill
There is a song and dange for
vimualiv everything that racod their
(e froam vhat dior the “Hiz Five”
like the alephant, giralfe. Zebra.
Ostrich to srall provs ik the spiked
hedgehoy ot to lorgeL e bokd and
ravenoas b nting dogs. 10 addition
(he  Waata  uiso: EIURAZE i
blacksmithing. a5 it wizauns al
subsisiance.

PPerhaps opy aspeul ol e Wik
rradation Wiat bas irredecmabily
vatshed iy thear Wngunes. spoken
i faflcring toaces by o few old mcL.
Tr firet ot ondy diorthe Wi speak
Ki-Jnmana with relish hut wmajority
Also dentify themseives as Pomhs
in what they consonly and ¢yen
depesatorily sy “fapnn Tirgo”
{sub-Haoran),

“11 s A trapedy Ahas 1ot e We 12
nlder generaticn can 1adily Speik
our language Wo Linve no legacy 0
meaningfully bequeath  our
cliildren’”, moans Doyo Boru. 5w dice
(wehmcran who only speiaks winds
o) the Waati

Ultienately, and for now it is apparent
that net even their pevdound sias
and esopemic independence conld
pussibly help redesm the Witata
identity. They have indeed worked
overtime (o cras it themselyes. king
Alis Jope crusada an nplull task st
one which coutd be wou albait wi

an uarclenting rsolve. 8

-————--
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{15 alzunst Sheven years sine the

second Workl Confercove wius

Leld. 1t s 4 great hoswor for Africa
that (he conforcnee will be held and
more 10 the happiucss that the yeaue
will be & cosntry where Racisin hus
been expenenced 07 1 docade —the
frepublic of Sonth Africy —from the
3% of Angust 1 e 7ol Seplembes
WINE

weil. the dezision to hald the
conference agitinst Racisim was taken
by the Generul Aszembly, resolubon
52/111 of 124 December 1997, whach
recognized The need 1© take mors
elfcctive and sustaised megsures at

| ————

(he national, regicaal and inlermuiona
jevels for the elinunation of all Jorms
of racism and ractal discrUNIAON.

The General Assembly designated
the Commission ou Husan Riphts,
meating in an open-sndod SCSSION A8
the Proparatony Conunites

The Bureau of the Freparalory
Commitiee is campased of =0
represenlatives, 1wo frum each
repinnal - 2ronp. The High
Comnussioner for Human Rights as
the Scoretary-General for the
Conference is responsible for the
preparalory  rocess and the
corderence itscll

Five cxpert weesings and Loutr reginal
inserpovermmenial eerings are
planned; others fave takes place and
olhers are still to be held 55 you will
wee in the culendar of eyents.

The man themes fur sach regronal
EXPETE SEMITLT WEre! teotay, priordiex
and obstacles in combating FociSH
and racial discrimination,
xenophohia and eetutedintiderance.

Sub-thesnes under ISCNSSIQNS Wk

o Remedics avatlable for v s of
rucial discrizanation

« Protection of nunonties and other




RACISM

7

vilperable  groups  umd
strenzthemwng humwan righis
sapacity at the nadoml lewel,

« Migiants aud trafficking in
persons  with parcicular
references 1o wonwn and
cluldren.

«  Prevention of ctho and racial
conflizes, :

e  Luonomiy. social and lepal
preisitses W combul racism with
pusticular reference Lo wlnerable

LToups.

The World Conference against
Racism provides an opporiunity fur
indigenous peoples to draw public
attention o their concern and win
comnutmeats for new policies to ed
tang-standing njustices What 15
important far andigenows peoples is
to pashici pate as cnuch as (hey ciu,

Accredited indigenous NGS5 in
consultative status with BCOSOC or
approved onder the speeial provess
cstablished for participants in the
working group oi the drall declaration
on the rights of Tndigenons Peoples
(ECOROC resolution 1993/32), may
sond a rermast Lester to the scorelar tat
topartici pate in ihe World Conference.
Tadigenons,

TPeaples wanung (o take paT in Lhe
sonferen: shauld atso write o the
secratnal wiving information about
their erganizative  Remember,
Indigcaous Groups and Organtzations
have ditlerent expericnces and stores
rov tall wad their contribution is very
important  Panicipating and
cantribatng 0 the Conferense wall
wiake a dilfersnee 1o 300 million
Tndigenous People worldwide.

Priar 10 Use confarence, 4 whele range
of cxpert meetings. tegionul
preparalery Meelings and NGO
weetings will be held in duferent
regnnns of the world o begin some of
(s importanl discussions in advance
ol the ennderence.

Like the first and second World
Comfervine on mucisit in 1978 and 1983,
the finu) objective uf all these efforts
s the aduption of a declaration and
program ol action — highly imporant

for Ihe development of international
standard-sctung provedures, For
Indigenous Peoples it was a great
strength for our brothers sl sisters
whu attendsd the Prepeom meeting :n
Santiago de Chule, Dooember 2000

Figlting for recagnition and a rightto
participation. was a good move for
ihe suceess of 1he Indigenuns
Peoples worldwide und their
perticipation in the World Conferonce.
In Saotiago. e Tndigenous Peoples
cume 1p with a declarstion. This
doclaration is a guide and represcats
not anly The ladigenous Feoples of
e Amerigas. bul also Indigenwus
Pooples from all contnents.

DECLARATION OF THE
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES OF THE
AMERICAS IN SANTIAGO DE
CHILE

We. Indigenous Peoples, whe
participated in the Poople's
Preparatory Confereice to the World
Conlerence apainst Racismo. Racial
Discrimination, Xenophabia and
Related lotolerance, held 1 Santago
de Chilaon 3% and $* Deceanber 2000,
do herchy adopt the following
proposals, being (he reflections and
contnbations of the participunls. By
this mears we desrand an end 1o racism
against our peoples xud the full
recognition ol pur nghts.

These propusals, which constilite our
dequands to Lbe States based on the
historic debt they awe Lo ot peoples.
will ho presentad for their inchingion
into the American Regionul
Preparatory Conference of the \World
Conforence against Racisan. Raval
Discrimination, Xenophobia and
Reluted Intolerance, to be held on 5%,
#& and 7 Doccmiber 2000. 11y should
be included in the proposals 1 be
discussed ar the World Conferene:
upainst Raciso, Racl [Hscrimuation,
Xenophobiamwl Related Intolezance.
which will he held in Durban. South
Afncain 2001,

11 ts our desire that these demands be
fulfilled before the end of the
Isternational Decade of the World's
Tndigenous Peoples in 2004,

CONSTDERING

That racism. diserinynation,
xenophobiu and relared Jooms ol
intolerancs are charactenistic of the
dominuot Western ideclogy apd are
refected 1 the relatipnship Westcra
socicty lias maintained with the
Indigenous Peoples of Aancricy, and
{hat thds forms o historic problem with
deep coots in colomalisiu and the
cnslavement of entire propics, a
probiem that began with thie inyasion
of 1492 and which continues fo thus
very day, denying Indigenous Pooples
their sedf-deterninaton.

That we Indigenous Peoples are the
hoklers of 2 great cultural and sparintal
wealth, hased on onr Cosmo vision,
which accepts, respects and vilues all
cultures and peoples. for which neson
we Gonsider 1t fecessary 1o conlnbute
1o unity through diversity and to
contrie developing processes (hat

. vreconcile the individual with the

aniversal, through an intercullural
dialogue,

That e consolidation of domsocracy
in our counlrics, wlung with the
cradication of poverly And progeess
ravards fairer and mere cguitable
societies in wluch political, OO0,
social wod cultural Taghts gam foll
validity has nant {akeo  futa
consideravion the support uf the mative
peoples, sxcluding and uarginalicing
us.

That econusuic glovalisauun and the
wodern neo-liberal sysicm wre
modernising and intcusifving the
institntionalised pnd systemat
discrimination of onr peaples,
condemning ns v A peipctual
iplensificalinn of payesty and
marginalisation sl denying us the
right toclife:

That (he pheemcnan of glebilisarion
threatens the survivil of Tndigenois

seoples a8 awhole, inull aspeas. onr
lands and terrinncs, cur individual
andd eollective integsity, our Casmu
vision, our furms of vrganisution and
onr cullyral. spiritual and traditional
valnes: and that the dispossession of
o lands and ternlorics has meanl a
uumber of indigenous

o tie W 20001/02
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e g

papnkilyas Leing forved ty nugriic
i han centres, Ut iucreast og thair
POvERY.

Tl dzmonsirations of tagism and
diveriyninglion van be seel i the
foellowing (nos-extaustive) st of
pelions

| Tndigenuns peoples bave becu
fle victms of, and conlinue to
eulfer from, acts of genocide.
athaacie and soocids,
Tl spread of colomiafism 10 all
its fomns conlinues 1o ol us af
aur ancestrnl knowledee, cultural
arul spiritugl practices. of the
truditional eoonany and Wiy of
lile of our pruples, not 0 rention
our cuitural and intellecinal
Tertage, of whichionr spirinlity,
sqered pluces and arcus of
Thistoric! significanes form s part,
along with our health prautices
and sipnificant pﬁrx’ﬁxologicul
ynowhedey: and now also huma,
animil and vegerble genclic
codes:

Peactites based on an ideology

of the superionty of onc £roup or

crilture over angther seck 10 crase

e distinct indsgenous identily,

cunsidering it w he infenos. and

inelude processes of

(ransmigration that change

indigeaous majoritics inlu

WNDOLSS U our oIl rml s

4 Tle foroed displacements and
relacutions of lImdigenous
Peuples ouwside onr |ermiornes
due to armed conflict or
sutitansation with the pretext of
cohatng tie drugs traffickers o¢
fior CONStNEIND Works and the
nnplenwntal jon-of mega projocts,
swithoul the agreement — Vel
the consuiiation - ol our
peoples, and against our will.
which threaten the lite and
inlegrity of eur peoples,

5 The cxchsion of onr Indigenous
Peoples frau social nights sch
a5 healthvcare, cducRUOA, 0CESS
to honsing and raining all
levels, nmot 1o mention
cinployment. leading 1o the
frustrulion of owr inlegral life
plans aud 1o greater
nmpesenshient.

(]

tad

% The imposition of the begemany
af ool aud nou-colunial fegal
systems {hat ignars anul destroy
fhose of oalr, peaple, agaruvated
vy 1 lack of adoquate nocess to
the counts and a demal ot the
principle ol @ fair Lrial,
contributing to @ perversion of
justice.

7. The educalion and comu-
HBACALION Sy STIIR. peing the
trapsnuliers and gcneraturs of
cacism. iSCriMinLion and haryl
towards Indigenous Peuples
hecause Lhed excinde our
thought, langiuze. spintuality,
science and tectuology, und end
up damagng the identity aud
development of o peoples.

And therefore - We. Indigenous
Peogles. ¢all for @ new tpe of
rolutionship with the Seates andl
thieir Sovermuents, whiels coexist
on our lerriturics unhder
conditions of cquality. This new
relationship must respedt the
gocial, culwril. spiritual.
Linguistic, legal  and
organisational diversity both
amonyAt Indi Pooples and
perween Indigenous Poopics und
the States.

we, Indigenous Peoples of the
Americas. tall npob | he
interuational orEamsatons. the
States and their govermiicnls 0
incorporale  the fallowing
mseasures, and o cnsufc tha
widesl and nost cflective
participation of Indigenious
Peoples in the process:

A Leqgal actions

1 We cull upon the mtermational
CONMTEINIEY, e UNO and (b OAS
to recognise that we, Tudygenaons
Peoples, are Peuples in \he Ll
sense of ths fer 4s undersiond
within interuational Law:

2. Wecall wpon the [NO o urcalea
body 1hat addresses  the
axclusive issue of the fights and
deyelopment of Indigenous
peoples. a body with the power
(o walch eyer und penaliss Jack
of compliunce of mfernational
treatics and Agrecments signed
by all Stales in favour of
Indigenous Peaples.

[}

-4

We call upnn all Srates o
reeugnise  the nghts  of
Tuligeuons Peoples w it their
yespoctive puliticil constiintions
25 well ag wilhin other vapulatoy
texts, Thi§ rEeoumition Buss
includa the right to lands.
territones any Al TESouress.
the right frEserciss andd devclop
ottr awn lepal syslems any
jurisdictional puwers and the
right to decide wpan Qur awn
political. geonomiie, susial,
edpcational  and cultural
develuproent, and on uar own
indigenoys mATiNTIoNS and
authorities,
o profuule (he HELCssary legu
and constitwsonal efonns and
dotine policies that bl m et
the self-dctermnation ol aur
peoplcs along wills the nght 10
define  our OSvD prarines and
stratcaies so that we o aseroast
our right Lo snatainable
development
We call npon the States 1o
incorporate the collagtive Tigbts.
of Indigenaus Peoples into their
legl code. sud toensure their ull
“application, clarifying avd
uiuiwﬂy]msﬁﬂe,aﬂoﬂtnmc
against  the indigenous
conmiSs.
To incorporate legal pramewarks
thal prome truly prdacnliwal
s roultilizgal pRiLCICS. with Juil
recognition yespect for the
diversiy of intercaltural relalions
and 1heir promotion. wathin the
framework ol individual and
collective 1ghLS.
\We call upon the Mates 19 raridy
~and implement 1LO Convention
V6. overearning 1 deliziencies
in subsequent proceedings und
crwuring itsoagoing apprassal by
Indigenous Peoples.
Wi cull upon the gaverupems o
sagn, ratity and’or fully upply the
following international
conventions aml reaties. “rhe
Intermational Convention oz the
Elimination of all Forts uf Racial
Discrimintios, and formalation
of the Declaration provided for in
Arugle 147 “The Termationil
Convention on the Protection of
- AT Migrant Workers

oF o



-

RACISM
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B. Political

L

4
e

and ther Lamilies”.

Convanpon o1 the Rights of the
Clald”. “The Convention onthe
Liimipation of wil Forms ul
yserinyaation Against Women™
md “1h: Convention for the
Srevenlion, unishment and
Llimiption of Vielence agains!
Wamen (Ltelém dv Para
Comeention]

We coll upen the Stares 9
(ormulaic. reyise and Zopicuwet
policies aund legislation LONSITLIE,
indigenons migrant workers,
yavalyving the wide participabon
ol theit 601 organisations and of
ather badies linked to the issue,
o thud thex mway estaplist the full
validily of the [undameutal
fmay nights of gt
papulations and corresponding
igratany services wathin this
comixt.

v
and Social
Participation.
we call upon the States 10
promole nd muintain political
reforms that will cnable real
representation an the parl of
indigenoss Peoples wathin the
wpncture of Lhe new Sate el
Wo call upnn the Stalcs 1o
snaraplce the full CXEITISC and
develupment of inthgenous
(stilptions and autborities,
yeapeeiing (he Indigenous
Peopies” awat forms of socialand
\erritosial orsanisaiion, and we
domund that ther opinions
<hauld ba (e determining factors
when adopung decisions relaung
10 palicics Lhat allect us.

3 We eall for the adoption of

policies and publ actions dual
take into uccount the culhral
speaificity of the Tndigenous

| Peuples they arc inteadod for, aud

gt these include policies in
fwvour of developing the
idigemons. fammly, indigenaus
womes children, youlh; the
ciderhy and any other distinct
group. desigmed with the
javolvemest of the population
they ars amed 2 ‘

respactive wational budacts in
order w strengthen Indigenous
Peaple’s communities and
represeniative organisabons und
ins fight for the eradication of
all forns of racisin H for Uw
asscriun ol eur inalienable
pighes. ot Jocal. natoval, regsoral
and mutermational level. and with
the eliccnye parlicipalion of
Indigenous Feople thaansclves

Education and culture

W zall upun Spain and Earups
10 return tle fcoards and historic
sources of information of e
Americas, and to provide

compensalion 10 the forw of -

resourecs (compensation for
damiges canscd) aimed at the
develupment of Tndigenous
peoples and at programines
combating racisi
Education and infercul furality Are
{he affirmation of ideatity anul, at
the sanw tame, ars indispensuble
tools 1 the Americas becausc
they are the way 10 peace. 15
coexistence m diverSity and ta (e
development of Indigenons
Peoples. For this rcuson, it s
esscntial (hat all American
gpiversities  in which
homogenisation and euln
centrism can currently be
observed, should become
inl.erwlmml.andlhaﬁndincnms
upiversitics should be created.
Educational systeans must adopt
pulicies  that guaraniec
environmenial conseryation and
this grantus theright W livena
world frec from contamination
We call upon the inernational
uf ganigations and  Stawe
povernnets o allow indigcaous
organisations and pcoples 10
bave tigir own forns of media.

Final conclusions

We roallivm onr desire and
commitment lo work joinily with
ather peoples anid sectors
affectod by 1he swnc issues,
consciaus of the fact thal onky
covrdinution and alhance
amougst those affecied van
contribute to forging an
sternational conumuiity [rectrom
TS,

i

Wz call apon the Slates.
international orgunisalions wnd
{he private Soclor 10 restrudure
ull theit instibufional PrOALIILIES
in order 1o detect eloments ol
diszramination agunst
Indigenons Peopies dnd 10 lakes
icasires loeliminats thent

1o promote. within regienal
arganisations, 1he lurmy fation of
plans of actinh azainst (Acisl and
discrinuaation thal inourporals
the programues of actien that
may emerge from e World
Copference ayains! Racisoi
Racial Discrininution,
Xenophobia und Reluled
Tntolerancs 1o be hold in 2001
As a positye sign. the Lnsted
Nations and mamber’ states
shonld pronwes the advi acement
and approval of the drafr
Declaration of the Rights of
Indigenous Feoples approved by
the  Sub-Comnussivn uft
Provention of Discrimination and
Protection of Mineritics in s
Resolumion L 294543, with wreither
ahandonment nor wakening, of
e prain crien, suchas e vight
1o self~determigation, which are
contained wadiin the FExL

The Permanent oniw far
Indigenous Affwrs within the
Tmuted Narions syste pust be:
established. with ndequate
TeSOIELES.

Tor alliem our decision thaz crimes
against umanicy that bisve been
copumitied against Indigenous
peoples throughost the world
shionld not gu unpunished but
that there ghould be recourse to
the appropnate cours in each
CAsE.

To cpsure (hat governments
facilitate and guaraniee the
sffective  participation of
Indigenons Peoples, throngh
necoguised delcgares [rom Ueir
Tespactive oy authorities,
in all the preparatory cYCuls and
i1 e World Confzrence itsell.
Ta goaruanics the right of
decolonisation to all Tndigenous
Pooples in protected [erritorics
that arc ool scli-governiiy,
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E. As Indigenous Peoples we
candemn:

The Chilean Siate and i15 powes

strucinra, which is oot of the nost

raciar and diserimmatory in it

(reanment of its Idigenous Peopics.

and which s why:

¢ The Chilcan National Congress
bas refused o recognise
indigeucus Peoples within 115
Consatuinm. batng the only Salc
in South America (with the
axceplion 0of Lrugnayy 1o do so.

¢ It has spent almost a decade
precessing the formalities far
ratilication ol 1.0 Convention
16Y

& Lhere 15 ue legisialion that
criminally punishes cacisio
diseriminatian ot xenophabia.

RACISM / DIVINE FERTILITY

¢ It has undertuaken varieos megad
projects. such as the Rulco
Huvdroclestne Power Station, e
“Xuf = Xuf" bypass, has
misapprepriated lands Jor
|ransnatienal foresiey cappanics
amninst the will ol the Tndigenaus
Tooples Tiving in (hese arens, and
cnabled the misappropriation ol
Indigenunss Peoples™ wlers:

hat the Poace Agrecncats it
Caustemala ind San Andses de Cluapas
(Mexowo) hitve ben cply Propiscs
of justice for Indigenons Peoplcs.
Repression against indigenous
leaders continues in Hondunis, Chile.
Mexico, Peru, Bolivia and Guatemala,

The Colorobia Play, fhe zero cocaive
policics in Bolivia, Perwand Feuador
carried vat wittt support from the
Inited Statcs of America, bring with

thenit more repressinn. pulii RSt
aml suffeniog for both Endage noits wind
Non-Inhgcnous T'eoples and. ¥ven
worse. iy end i 4 regiunal protiem
of unforesecable LoRsCYLENCS,

Tn Aggenting, here wre sioleul facist
groups that arc AR o soving
tepnur AMOUEST Tunigants. Many vl
thyemn Tndienons Peopls frous i ffecen
conitries. eoing so far us o attiagk
Camitiss and kill people. Thes2 avents
gecrr 1 other conntries and contnng
1o aveul without the anthoriics
investszating tham and pumishing
thase guilty

Santiano de Chile, 4™ Ihcesyley
20000,

Further informution coald be obtined
from: www. iwainarg  or
hyischerp behraunog.ch .
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Maasai-Women Seek Divine Fertility

oo‘A4CcooollQQOcl:....dl‘t..‘bll.

¢ Maasat are A proud and
traditional pcople. Often
strikingly tall and slender, the
M dress o brilliunt red cloth and
sel their L with oeremonial ochre.
The Maasai nieo have i repatation for
conrage wnd high self-csteem

Cartle are the Jeart of Lhe society.
There are dorens dilferent numes for
{he colours cud patterns of theus
bodics. Each aniusl 1§ cherished and
rarcly slanghtersd

Traditianally, 1he Maasai Tve
an wnlk and blood cblained
iheomals an incasion of the
Juzutar veis ¢fa ooy or a bll
I'hiz lifis-pay ing nuxiune is beld
int hegh repard

Mansar women, twither own
nar by claisuon a property and
are tolally dependent on e

Their man wle is w give bith t©
childyzn—pregerahly boys —who will
ey o We faily name. I children
do st arrve At regulit intervals, the
e fi2l thew are being punished
tor somea past sins cither cotnmitted
by them or by ather family i nhers.

AWhen & ritua) expert or the {Noitoni
doensts it nocessary: 4 committes of

women clders called Qlamal Loo-
Vkirwaak (Delegation of Women)
hold 2 meeting This is donc to
mobilize other women and solicil for
(okens to facilitate the Enfoomano
coremony. Tius corcmuony s Iieid 0
pray for blessings and feruility for the
women. Matwe yet childiess women
pray for may offspring, while the
voung pues pray o gel marnied,
concetye and bring forfh children on
L

“{ stayed Lor sometine without 2 child
~ alioost five vears. Alles attending
Kntocne: the e THoe, [ 'was given
three bovs wed five girds and that's
why 1 still cowe Tbcheve T gol three
boys because | was blessed.” says a
siiyear-uld Tocta ene Tiumpati.

[he Enisomono ceremony conld be
held every o to five yeurs depending

'-oonuoq.Al.'-AA;-p--.--'-0t

By Wickaet Tiampati
on the rtwal expent. accordmg to Ole
Neidat 2 munyatia coriton wembr
~When the (loidoni decws 1t

afler consultatsans With
God and the forc-fathers. an emissary
is senl 1o the glders to prepare the
lame!l (delegation) Lo this very
important womau's nilal.”

Preparations can e e six manths
and women travel from all over
Maasatlund ro take par i ihis special
ceremony. The location choscn 1l
year wis the Fnarrupa
Qung’clu mn the Susw s pluns
A special homestead ar
manyaia whare prayars and
the rituals wne 1o be field W
fnilt

Altlongh this 15 spesally o
women's day. they acxd (he
M supportof their meninlk. The
anty fuale prosepes i an eldey
wivo will pversac the CICIOONICS.
Kario ¢nc Tauyai, a mother and
geandmother and also the head o the
delegation says. ~Ow fnsbuunds play
4 vital fofe becanse we don’t own
praperts. So when e gather. we are
wway from ont busbands. Gom whem
we gt every walerial ung. Sge (it

AT
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DIVINE FERTILITY

husbands are epartant for the
process of Gus cercmony.”

1n this cluse-kait community, women
"don'l have  free hand, Tl meafolk
bave to observe everylhing. 11 hasto
be dune according o moral
pbbigatian.™

Traveling long distunces
oftent theongh e aight,
the 800 or so woien
argiveal @ manyalia ins
uearby village. Aller
cxubanging greatings,
the women decorate
their heads with aclire
and wear coreienial
garments called [Ridan
wade fron dricd bot
treated hides. They camy
-1 sacred binhoo cilied
Larviafl,

In full raditicaul regalia,
Uiy move i 10 The nun i

captured by (he irate wamen arc
attacked uid lefl helpless as at that
particlar time they canpoet fight back.
“Ni saoe man dures get soywhere
near them.” says 78-vear-old Ole
Malod, “That is why we marsy more
thart une wife so that when one wifc
allends such a ooremony, there will be
one lell 1o take care of s domestic

chores and herefare po trooble with

The Lamaivo delggation lod Iy slders.

COTCIROANY, 4 PIIVAIS MWINCTE W liosc
wim 45 1o cure inferiloy. Dunng ths
fime nol exven the men atlend.

To sigmily their purity. cach vonu is

surlanded with leaves Lrom an

Osinonded holy) rree. which tave

been woven and blessed by Lhe male

elders. Along with a fiur ag, cut frun

the skin of the sacrifived sheep, the
women will keep 1he
parlands unlil they
wather 10 dust

Althongh nmyny Maasai
have now oonveried o
Chistianity tey believe
{hat this worship of thear
Creator in the opsgo
conntrvsade is of vital
importance. ~The idea 18
to pray 1o God. This s
our Ghusrch and we pray
and trust in Cod to
forgmve s oul sins. We
come lterc prasing
Gl Lo give s children
Lirst and second (o give

manyaita @ jom other v
woymen. They fonn small groups to
sing praises to God. The men watch
(he praceedings from a distunce. The
barren women afe aficn overconie by
emotion with some even fwinling as
the ki by claberatc provess climuxes

The Medimseni offers rare rights o
women. who, according to the social
sel-p MAiNkn @ reserved proseace
and hardly air their vOICCS 1D any
decisiyn-makiog  This is a special
oppartunsly “for of a hushand
happens to beal his wite during Uog
porind, e women will arm thensehes
with pangas ww march o the man's
hame. 1 he manages to cscape, they
will set upon his livestock and
slaughter them, then bave a feasl in
the homestead. Lulucky men who are

the Jamaivedelegation”,

Aller a day of feasting and a mght of
rest wud relaxcation, (he wornen propare
1 cow-dung pathway where their fest
are snieared wills 4 sacred mixture of
honcy-beer, hlaod, milk and cows
wrine, A shecp is slanghtered to k-
ofl' the ceranony and women ke the
now sacred martyatfa. fe-gropp and 1¢-
enter in a single file procession. They
{hen pass (hrough a specil gatewiy.
which is purified with an arch nads
from the (el (sandpaper) ires. They
pass under a curiain spatked in oney-
beer and shilk. wiping their heads oo
it, this svmbolizing the purporied
cleansing of cuch woman's sin.
Moving alapg the pathway, the
women subark on Use hext pid of the

1S PCAICE 1 QUF Cunnery.”
elaborated Lucta who parsjcipated 1
thie Susvea cerSimony:

Afler the threa-day event, the women
arc required o walk straight back 10
theiv own village. Stopping un The way
or Lilking 10 Stranpcrs vould
contamingte the blessings ey huve
roceryved. Natsana cne Nkepsl 24 and
childlcss, explains that =il lor some
reason one feels she ot nuke it
hooe inunediataly, iU's better w spend
the night here and go home the pest
day lest one losscs lee blossings™.

Afjer the last nne leaves. tle sacred
manvia is burnl Jown 1o signify the
clusure of the fertility ritual. Lafe then
retnmms 10 nonmal for (e Vaasa
wonnen until the commminity elders
with coumsel from te rimal exper foel
that the time is right for yer another
LoelenaNODO CCICIOHY

Litts 18 ONe CONtINNGUS PIOISS, and
su is procreation, nof just among thy
Mausai of Keawa and Tanzania, bot
tor all othes sadigepuns greups of the
workd, who huve throueh such age-
old sscred instinations like t Maasa
Fotaomona ceremany helped i
bridgng the spariiunt and e physcul

Hamadie Heaw 20001102
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RINDERPEST

New Rinderpest Campaign
Targets Pastoral Areas . .. ..

R

e oniagdic pastordlists residing
in Kema hive uaarid and seon arid
condinens. "Their main source of

Irvalibiwxd 35 derivad from livestock
A gtber unimals it they kosp, The
Ministry of Agnenlnoe and Livestock
Development has takey it upon its
maudute & momlor and control
hseazos that sullict livestnck fu Uhese
Urcss

Faghi per cent of Kenya 15 non-
agrialucal land conprising of wiler
massAnd nomtaing. Figlileen per con
vomnprises higl o medinn sgnculors]
land and the balunee of 74 % is anid
ancl semi-arsd Liod. Rainfall and soils
Viny froto area 1o swea but is in dastinet
SCAsUns.

AL prescnr rhens iy about s wnlbion
caltly, om sheep, T, goars, 474, 000
dookevs, 00000 cunels and 25m.

ponltry,

Livestock diseases
gcowrrencs: i$ miluenced by
production SVSESO)
praviices  and  the
prevailing  clingatic
conditions, However, 1y
mgjor diseases of coonomig
inportance ure  such
epidemic and

rranshoundary. diseases
like tnderpest, CRPE. (ool
and moutl. CCPP and
emerging diseases like the
Rill Vallcy Feaer,

't Auverament
ndertakes control of the
majos hyvestock diseses
KNOTR A3 eplaxics A3 ifs
vure functinn, while the rest
ol anmngl bealll services

The districis covered in the projeet
thar nus from 1997 2000 are Kwale,
Kl Malinds, T River, | amow and
Taita Taveta in Coast Provines. Northy
Zustern Peavince covers (arissa,
Wajir and Mandera In Fastern
Pravince #t covers Makuveni. Kimni,
Mwing. Machakos, Mbeere. Tharaka

lurkana West Pokot, Marakwet,
Trans Nzoia, Baringo, Sambury,
Latkipia, Nakuru. Narok, 1 rims Mara
and Kujisdo Nyanzs covers Kuria
district only,

Inthe late 1%70°s Kenya wirned our &

JP 15 progravime and for a peniod of

abon! 110 years it remzpued withour 2
Rinderpest outbeenk, Rinderpest re-
vanerged fronn North Westeen Jrstricts.
¢ West Pokol und Turkana
neighbounng Southern Sudan. The
policy for Rinderpest control was (o
annnally vavcinuee sl eatile in bordar

outbreaks i the border distis ua e
Nonh and North West

In 1995 yod 199 there occuresd &
Rinderpest outbreak in wildlifa
Randerpest wis then revicwed 19 100
PCr eenl mass vaccinatun in selected
Rinderpest risk districts far 1wo
rounds. The country wis 1ien zoned
according 1 Rinderpest

Under the somng strategy. sone T
(grevier part) has been declared
provisionally free of Rinderpest (e
January, 1999, Vaccimabon against
Riuderpest has veased in this zone.
Zone 11 and 111 peighbanrs
Rinderpest cidernre arcas ¥ (sontheru
Sudan for zone 111 and Sualia for
zone L1}, The zones ure sanita
cordon ares and vaccination soupled
with survedllance will contine.

CBPP is currenily the epidese
disease of ¢unuern t regard
of ceonomic loses Up e
1987 CBPFT was coufined ro
districts i the region above
0 latitude. through the
sirategy  of =rrinpent
movernear control, sl shicr
in desigaaizd slaughice
house for cattle fro (he
tdected zone. aud fest nf
breeding stock destined to
the clean arcs,  wilh
slaughter of reaclors: The
steategy included jonual
vucomarion of wulile in the
infecied zone,

Froo Use suid 19805 Giguxinl
constraints, juflux af
livesiock frowm neighbouring

e shared of e ofored
modder full cost recovery by

A youny Mrasai shepherd taking calves for gracing.

countrics and collupse of the
desigoated stanghierhouse

the privale  sector.
Accarding, Lo i report on a project by
the Pan Alncan Rindeipest Campaiga
(PARC) Trugramme Keuya and
Lmermency Progmimme foe Eradicarion
of Rinderpes! rom Kenya (CPERK)
1he veleroary seryices
fesponsibilivies are independently
tgiLped e

districts and annually vacanate all
clves and yearfiogs 1o the st of Lhe
country,

However, duc o firencial constrainls,
the vacvination coveruge was
insufficient Lo sustain adeguate
inunuoity. This lead to nccasivnal

Tead to the spread of CBPP
1o the clean distnas below Latinde ()
Annval vaccination o tugh risk arcas
has helped w avord heavy fosses, 1he
Lufrrent sratcay e 10 nup the calsl
of the discase spread hrough
surcillance. coupled with aunugl
vaeeination i vasdanic ancas and les

R e
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4 ?f@?mw 24 é&‘“ i

gnd  stapghrer  conpled Witk
vaosington of clean stogh fn v
autbreirks.

Lhie PARC Kevya funding was staned
m LUSS The programuk had live
COmponsis

1 Privatisaliun of Seterinary
Services

2 Strengrhening of Rinderpest
coneol

3 stengthenmg of CHET zomeo!

1 Strengrhening of FMD control

5 Acanunde Testing,

Up tu date. PARC Kenyih has beell
finded by the EU Lor 8h.234,569,780
(EOTT3.398.267 T The povernuent of
Kenva las contnbursd Shi INO02.654

1. Privatisation

A privatisstion scheme (Kenya
Velerinary Assuciation Privatisaion
Scherary was lauuched in fate 1994,
[he schewe’'s objective 15gfa
cncourage private yelerinary
snterpnses @ provide nanpraved
anitnal heulh sefvices. The schems
wits lnnded with ShiS.625.000.

A commmercial bank extends Inans

under a pearantes fund amangement.
The partciparing vefcrinirans
provige scoondary Socuniy 19 seours
(b losns, Formy-nune veterinarians
huve reooived the Jeans and have
arted operations in the high pottial
argas, Tl fumee plan i5 10 exiend the
schaine

to the pastoral farmung arsas and
incorpaze the auxiliary apimial fwealsh
providers e anina! lvcalth assants
The: FEC conl filngted S 12,515,860 for
strenplhenng of fool and aionth
discase (FMD) control, 'The funds
wero used for purchisse of vehicles.
cald vhain equipment, sampling
pquipmenl, VRccinalion eguipmenl
snid laberatary censumable The
abjeslive was to carry oul
sorveillance, vaccinaton in FMI)
control scheme and establish FLISA
technigue fuy the FMD pulbreak
tvping FMD onthreaks were
drasticully reduced and diagnosis
noproved theongh the PARC Lunding.
However, rednced funding and
puconuolled livestoek movement bias
ted (o rcsurgeie of Lhe discase,

2. Acaricide Testing

Tick contre! is necessy to control
Eust coast Fever (ECE), which leds
10 heuve losscs in 1he dairy industry,
P'ie EEC conteibusted Sh3 225 000 fa

avaricide lesting unprovencar. Vhe
fands wone ysed to puichase ifac Zes
linuid chromatographs ok dipping
liguid, polency testing. Lihuaratory
cquipmenl and cousumables The
poverument has hunded over dip
i nagenwent 1o beneficianes, honveswl
dipping liguid testing TELONIDS
goverument Lunction e caualiry
poniral. Samples are rasted per ool
undder cast sharing arngeineil.

3. CBPP Conirol

CHDPP is currently the leremost
cpidemic discase of coonomic
unportanie. The ERC cantribitod Jie
purchass of four maobi le Lubaratorics.
four snpport vehicles, laborsdry
cquipnent, labusatory consumihic
and camping eguipnient. The
cquipmant helped formation of cight
festing tcams. which las cnlupeed
quick detection of the disease spread
and its stamping oul

Vacomalion against COPE has becn
crriod oui jointly with Bimderpes!

CBPE puthreaks have ellecively boen
rednced. Where the diseasc has
ovcurfad outside the endenoe 2one,
the chsease us been containad by rmg
vaccination and wus eyvenruiatly
cradicated theongh test and slaugls
approach

Parliament Ayes New Livestock Authotity

as World Bank Qu

."90!.‘.".0‘lI"Ollll'O..l

“That, in view of e (Governmeend’s
commmaiaent e malicate vty by e
gear 2005, wnd nsngg thas s lavte
pmsencher of Deaplc fivisig s @it pversy
reside in the vemal livestick vearing
pots of Kemya. and buisyr awory st
s lwestoc nlsestry contipesees fo be &
' W AN T Wi reas

Those werz the words of the seoently
passed Motion wiich will Save G
reaching rawifications on (he futare

eries KMC’s Viability

ol Kenvan pastoralists moved by fhe
Member of Purbament for Wajir Vst
My, Adan Keynan, which recerved
ynanimeus ned from all the MPs in
the ITonse.

During (he debale, the past, preszat
and funire seenanos of the livestack
soctor were brought to the fare, but
its ncglect and decline took wentrs
stape. Novertbeless, Lhe Kenya
Livestock Devclopwent Aulbofiey
(KLDA) was formed to caler for e
anfercst of e pastoralists.

Mr, Keynan is xpected 1o introduee
another Moton that wilf seck the kine
of Pardianent 1o introduce a il that
will fullyenacethe KIDA and givett
4 proper mandate, struciares and

ropulations within the law

“The Minister for Agricoltore aed
Rural Development govs Visiliug
wvery corner of this coparey, bl i
hardly see Rim viaf ihe T stk
dominated areas. Wherever fere is
o5 small crivis of oo ffes o g disEasy
the whole warld s theee. Do ve 1o
alse have the rught ax farmers 16 gel
puart f the aarional cake! for how
Jang are we golig (2 v, remarked
br, Koy,

Many believe corruplion and apathy
on i part of the Goverament led to
flve il of the Keoya Meal Comuussion
(KMC). Tracks of Tand belonging 10
the KM, which were used us halding
grounds by the Ministry  of

Wawadic Hews 20001/02
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Avvwadiore and Rural Davelapment
aad e Tovestack Markering Division
(TN hase pow heon degazeited

samichody eise and e strotures wers

jst handed over lo U Miisubishi
Covporstion.  As a yesull, KA
remains a8 dead s dugo!

N Revomin 8avs
that peticies that
(he Goverameant
s pul i place
fon' the livestock
sector like rhe
velenany clinicnd
servites, arificial
s ation (AT
slueation  and
pxiehsian
seryices  meat
snspectian.,
provesion  of
helding, geonnds,
disease conlial,

Cores st KMC baldingg syreesndl,

Jivestock

and allocated 1o politically vorrec
individisls.

Mr. Keynan suys thal investors are
ready to build whatiours aud®alchenes
but the luck of ulrastructure is
frusteatng them, e argues that i
alleviane \e suldenng of Lhe livestock
Lurroers and resustiate the KMO, o
doos not need 2o wvestor or o Lot of
razourcss. but liberalizution and
privarization b the relevand Muistry,

But cyven if there wus o serious
ieestor to rovamp the KMC. all the
halding ronnds have been grabbed ull
the way from Mandera, through Wi,
Moz to Natrobt aod ol tae way Lo
Lau, Mombaza and T Tavela.

The Mimsrer for Agriculturs, Mr,
Chris Obure, reconthy promised that
KNVIC will be re-npenad in Anguse 2000
for emergency slanghter once the
Cuonernment seares fitnding from the
Warld Bank and TMF. But that never
matcrialized 35 the Bretton Woods
Tastntions dowbed its viability.

One nvesiar, Mitanhishi Carporation
of Japan withdees fom KMC' becanse
 was teld o mvest in just a mere
physical mdrustrocture witheul evea
being shown the land where those
facilitics wore sitnatcd. The fand
helonged o a different individual
hecanse the title decd was with

eheting and
ressrch division fave never warked
wedl.

Hulding grounds al KMC, which uscd
(¢ hold ammals before being
slanghiered and help i controlling
isenses, have been grabbod.

Lapuding on the Governmant's
pebicy vu he hvesiock scetar. the
Asvistiod Minmistee fur Agscalne and
Tenral Development, Mr.o Lligal
Suntbegywy, sand il the Government
is moving away from creating mew
markating bourds, given Uiic poor
performgnee in the past and burden
to s Exclregues,

The KMC, be said, s being
restrgtnred,  so that it can be
privatized betore biaug suold 10 1he
pustorahists,

I'he  Government has  also
rehabilitated existing waler pumps,
dams and harchales slong livestock
soptes,  He uracs the pasteralists to
use these fachives es@blished by
regional development authonties:

The Ministry isalso in the process of
revamping the almost delunct
Livestock Marketiog Division which
15 i whole division TTowcever, it is nat
sn rhat it can help the lvestock
pastoratists io theiv areas.

The KM was put unhe reoecsship
lor Galmg fo servezs a loanamounting,
to Kahs. 720 million bormwes idaen he
Kationg ) Haok of Kémsx Inferesangly.
the Natiopal Dauk ofF Kenyi s nal
performing beeawss of  uon-
performung Jouns winsh i has failed
1o recaver from individuals.

It has cmerged that the ML and 1l
World Dl cemeaa] KVIC from the
Cioyesnment’s shoapping hist becuose
livestack reseurch Giod belonging 1o
Renvit Agricnltural Reseuecl [ust bute
(KARI) has been grabbed nclnding
bolding prounds. which have beso
dished ont to mdividuils

Lack of cnough water 1 s and
bureltoles and insceuriny were alse
cited as the centnbuting Livlers 1o the
woes ul 1he pastoralists in Kenya.
Some said that there is neal 10 curb
msecurity in the pastoril areas. by
deploving of the Anti- ivestock Tinit
officers at arcas located in Northern
Kenya  Livestock diseases are also
rampant and there showld be
smployment of more vererinary
officers

in the wholo of North Lastern
Province, aitouesd Lhe whole of Eastern
Provinee and half of Rifl-Valley
Province incindiog Turkana. Puknt,
Trans Mary, Trans Nzoiaand Latkipsu
districts. most of the population
depend on 1he sale of livestock and
hivestock produces for theic daly
subsistence.

Kwanza Member of Pariament Dr.
Wekesa says that the KM, which
was created by an Act of Parliament
and cnacted in 1955 aud wluch
provides for the establishiment of
unwong ollers, a dronght munageiova
tonl, has failed “This country has a
drought cvcle of beiwezn five and six
vears. But we da bot scem ko leur
fron) our own expericnces.” bie says.

Even as research un livestock is
carried out, our seientiszs rend to look
ul e wow for zorn-grazing purposes.
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Iivesiock researchers came up with te
cero-erazing system lor livestock
Lunpgrs 1y hove provided setiug
2ige to fvesteck Birmers. Thatiswhy
vatlls i pepewod thinking in (he enhite
itvestuck sl soctor i intensiying,

He suggests thar cmphasis be put un
the lecal bresgds ke 7 and Bora,
gl e kepd by the Turka, Maasar,
Reendille sow] Seinalis hotause they ans
the breeds that watntain whale
popularions @ aorthent Kenya -~ 3
popiluton it mhabirs abone 8% of
this conntry 's Juud wass

There s need (o rethink and accept
pastoralism as part ol the modern
econunty. As long as people would
WA b2 cat mzat, wear shues wnd deink
milk, then, the pastaralists sector will
contimue 1¢ B wnportant hawever
madern the soctety becowes.

“We will huye su nsany Jlmﬂmritic:s,
one anthorry protably looking after
the cther antharitics. but if the
artimde of the Government does net
chiwnge, pastoralises will norcome out
of the wees and problems,” assorts
Kacheliba Member of Parliamént
Samuel Foghisiv,

He gueries the sssuc of placing some
arcas under quiskotine, which blocks
the pastorulists Iroa selliog their
ununals for stocking and restocking.
During drought. they ofl-loud sowe
of tsr animals and then restack them
later during the Tainy season.

When the Hkenya National
Association Compuny was in
mmmettusadtobcapoolof
Ansurance compunies (bat insured
bves ththccollapscofthc
&9_ paol ceased (o ex:si

Cos1 sharing has also affcored
Dvesduck: Mimers beoaase 1l menns
livestock Lmoers buying artificial
inzemination snd the services of
velertsy ufficers,

A octe e, Kenva ranked saxth i the
world as the leading exparter of Tudes
and skins. ‘loday, becanse of poor
co-ardiration and lack of focuscd
investinent by the Government there
15 o vrganized market for hides wid
skans und mestelthem are noy gotng
t0 wasts 10 Thika, Alln Hayer and other
parts of the country.

In 1985, the beel peoduction of tus
country has over 170,000 metnclons.
Goats and shiesp gave ahour 6,200
miatsic tons of mest tolaling (o 176,200,
What we needed annually for our local
consumplion was 185000 metnc s

But today, Keuyu peis canncd beef
from Australia und Dotswana, while
the conntry has the capucily 1o
produce beef, This i5 an indiredt way

trers was an cpidemic dial wimld wipe
out the Livesiock

il was also onc way ol helping
livestock famers 1 carm money, $0
thut theey voodd mest their b nesds

Ahartoirs avd slwghter houses
shionld be put up- i vioons parts of
the counlry where people arc
predominsotly fivenck fanoers

fn thase arcas.whese the rend neovork
alows refrigerated velucls could be
used (o ferry maat to the urbeo centees,
making the econamic guins from Hhe
Tivestack sector wore ealisric,

It will also cobuoce meat quality
because 10 those abutluirs and
slangiterhouses, there are qualifiel
inspactors on site. Onee abarroirs and
slavghterhonscs arc in plice, there will
alsu be necd to improve die arstips
whers ¢cargo plancs can luond, bor
cxample, there are already big airparts
in Wajir, Manderu, ancd Lokichogio.

of wasting the meager resources which
is now used to import canned bestl
This would bave beenused to develop
the livestock sub-seclor,

The aim of the government of
establishing TMD and KMC was o
help Livestock Farmers in destocking
whencver it was necsssary,

For example, dcstocking was
pecessary when there  was
overgrazing, and compelition for water
Tesources and prazing pastures was
ifo and also during the dry season. 1t
was one way of saving farmcrs’
Svestock during the dronght or when

Alrcady thers are plans 10 52t up o
daily flight from Nairobi and other
pars of this country to Lukichogeo.

Lovestors in the livestock sector could
take advuntage of such facilitics so
that focus shifts away [roni 1he capieal
ity wherc the production vos{ of
canned meat 1s very high becuuse of
the high stundards of living,

All said and done there 15 need for
chunge ol attimde by the Govenuoent.
It should open up in ferms of pohicy
and resource allecations and radically
address the needs and prionties of the
Livestock famers
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WARRIORS' FETE

Curtain Falls on the Last
Warriors’ Féte of the Century

NP I ey A oy A SR e Cieeissnassaiieasns Dy Wichat Tiampatl

rom the shoulders of the

panaranuc hills stmiting the

Crreat Rift Valley, 700 warrors
donning their rraditional artire —the
caremanial ochrod haie. painted in
diatamire carrh. and armed with clobs,
swords and spoars: the “llmermcsh”
ago-sct. the last one this century
casoaded 1n 8 single filo procession
fromythree gencealdirections.

To March (592, the
‘Termash’ warriors of ages
of baracen 13 and 28 years
geared up for the rinal thae
will 2levara their sacial stats
fram warciars 1o onier clders
thraogh the baprism of the
Eunora ceecmany.  THéy
zame feam far-fhing places:
the Seaarhy Rift (Tlkaputict),
North Rift {{ike) the centeal
and hosr {Evmasal segions of
the vase Maasai oountre

Scnine chief Ole Nkepai
cxpannds; “The warriors arc
an oxcited lot Becanse the
mppient thes have all been
walig fow sines childhoad 15
finally here  Althoogh they
svell il ba the commnniny’s
army, the Enaaro marks the
heznning nf 3 vew phass in
L Dives, They will beagre
Juanorelders aliowed W wimy
anud sturt Ueeir own Laoilies™,

the Oiopisiig edsareng. chosen al e
coremamial exszpadara dancy nluvpl of
the bovs. The (larmp vlaver. e
guirdian of the sucrificial ire who 1y
appointed duning the Mowge
Cikireng #ore populariy kupwn as
holding the of ox’s horw ((Hoiwgs,

Hoborg Enreens, the “cutler’ of the
strap. choscn during the warrios
NAULRrATION CCrCmOnYy.

Lo

theer varions roles.

These roles allo them o indulze w
strenons and often dangerous
adovilies ke hunting lians. 2nd stage
cillle wud - soles 1hat sl marantos
e conmmunity’s seeuniny and sunaval
i e faoe of adversine

Bul one thing was conspicuously
missing feom rhis pamicalar
peremaony, There was not a
simgle headgear made from the
lion’s mane fallowing the
government’s han on the
Teunbing ol lew, a peacsice thiat
Wk TITpaNL 101 LS I 20,
Thss. wuplad witly the Fact
that 40 pei cenl of the graong
were Shudents helped thom
appreciate the lmport of the
authorities” action thmieh i
was stll g ooveley aomany in
Lhe old schoul

“Wiwere informed theangl
Lhe civic eluehMlar we shonld
desist (rum killing lions and we
witrmed the bovs about i, this
D adigresd Lhe appearance of
e seremony and i1 s2ems
Iyl we have o lcarn to
acconmedats sneh changes™.
comede] Melia Ole MNiaivaa
member ol Lhe sellivmwenl
commutice.

lte savs as be leads e

Maasal warriorsin a cocmamy

"Previously the fion e was

Hbkapuiies warmnar loogpe oo
the pewly goustrucled Manyaiy
(huonesiead)

Thy lust such veremony was beld m
1995 und e next will be o the year
2003 194 Eunolosourked G close of
twe 20" Century. On its inception, the
wod-father group, which has boen the
age-set s carctaker from its inceprion
will retire and haad  aver
responsibilities 102 specially selectad
group of five vew oflice bearers
comprising of th (Yormpy eikile: the
cuardian af the ccremonial cloak and

e ollioe beaeees are hughly revercd
individuals and they will reasare
Lhiese Ltes Jor Lhe rest ol (hese Dves
I'e process ol appuntbing theo i
billed very dewocrativc and 1s
faculitated by the podlatber group il
all members of that circumcsion group
swhio normally know onc anollser well.
A thorongh vetting is done and those
with 2 majority of snpporters arc
preseqied (o Lhe ritval expert, called
Giloibani, for further counselog uw
bicssing befare they could asswne

worn by the fiercest wrmors
in the age group and ths was a geod
way of partraying ong's prowess
amangst his pocrs bt now uobody
knows whois who, NMavbe weare all
braye bar probably weare all covards,
How will the peaple whom we are
supposed to prafect prove eur
bravery? Thindit weind.” 23 vears old
Natlai ole Sprum, and anc of the
warnurs kuwuls,

Meanwhile the “Iimerriesh’ warnors

’
2 e
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nuake uwm DM
specinlly Covirmctod “Nashemsi”

gatoway A welcomumg pasny of
mmlmw =
minviure of melk nd hemes wisic

anothcT peaher Sppi Cow Smms
md-(iﬂgdaa

by us
: $or hoalth,
aad dunpy for
e Pumaa a4l-

o the warmors

= sk theie way o Lthe
pemmenr drmven by A youth blowing a
Rade horn a lense atmosphere is
spparcal as parents - their spirits
boightenod by honey heer (the
cercmonial drink) break down with
comonon and muay e ENSwIcS A5 war
cnes from warnors (il the ai, the

simation geting vul of contyg] while
l both parcnts il wATriars comeulse
10 uncoasciousuess.  Oalankers are
calied i tohelp culim Hhe warsions who
by sow have been relieved of thaar

lothal spears and are only armed with
clubs and swords. Surong men are
r pakeod o pint the liysteneal yourhs with
I whae froth counsuny, from the meths
and tears streaming duwi their chodks.

10 the ground yniil they finally calm
down

“We can hardly contaan our tes of

WARRIORS' FETE / MAASAI MUSEUM

poide and disbeliel becanse vnc
e they e kids and now they are
ety 1o belp us with responsabilines.
3 s wonh a tesr or twa” Ole Toluo, 56
and a father of four waciars savs.

Four davs ol dancing and fesbvitics
and relaxation precedes the main
evenl. The people. nzunls men wod
warriors demgnst rate fheir prowess by
the beight of their jumps. Shavig of
tie warrsors” stands ol bair is done
autside the hut specilivally by
mothers. Adter shedding off the haps,
e warrior smyears their heads wilh
ochre aid confinucs 1o dunes the days
away. ‘The oceason is open ©
autsiders and & few non-Madsar are
polably present. they cannat halp bul
air thetr admiration af thierr hosts.

Maina Mwangi a fi-year-old
bustosestan from Nairobr heaps the
community with praise. “The Maasai
cannat be mtimedated by alhes
cultures, they have proved (s by
relaining their custonss, Tomy Lhen
wntd support them., where ¢lse can you
expericnce such beauty. 1L is i Sight
{0 hehold, we should work hard (o
preserve this culture, ™ he Says.

At Lhe vrack of davmon Whe fifth day a
scparate setlement comprising 49
honscs and a sigle hut {at the ventre
for the office bearers cilled osinkiru s
constructed, Anaxis slanghrered and
the warriors accompany the clders (o
the top of the ‘red mountain’ onnt
Snswa) for yel another feast. On the

mauptananarbar oy s shwghicned (i
both cases the axen are sullozated by
a cloak tied W ihe mzzle ad spesially
chisen ciders botd if until it dizes) aand
the dewlap skin is i (0 such d way
that it fiwms into 4 repeptacle in wiuch
blood, honex heer wutd onlk is nuxed
as the wanriars foroe u single file w
fiave a sip ol the concaction

Thus officially marks the end of
wirriorship.  Rubbiuy twe sucks
together pukes a fire aud all 1he meut
16 roasted wud epten The sk s et
e skl ploces wod each vouth doras
a piece nn A finger. 1 w4 a sign that
they buve graduated to a togher stams.
Larer the whaole group desends from
the mountis and into the seibanent
where snother least svsaits the, Thes
canverge on the village perimeter all
sitted as elders spray Wen with a
tixtnre af beer, wilk and honey winie
amother clder bands sach wumer a
pisie of raasted nweal from the cloak.

“Thus 1 the climax of the ceremany. I
clases the warriorship vhapter and
opens anothe” cxplains T0-yea-ald
Nhalei Ole NMpake.

This Eunotn marked e Lt sich vl
far the 20th century and i e face of
changing times somc caltural rtoals
Like this are kefl banging precariously
in the bafance, As lur how much
longer mdigenos counnunitics like
tha Maasar wonld mdiciousiv cling on
tothe gl wn thar is thear culinics in
(he face of threals posed by Westen
Ifestyles, only tiose will 1l .

e undorl] ' apeaple’s way

' g ils idenrity and
. them 8 scose ol
ginhs feason that
d be made Lo
R a-ly throngh
= fmars sne:anm

b= -*m e
todzs ¥ 3 ot Sood with the
danpsr of Decommme oxtmmct through
e pnd corrmel peoseses.

--,OQOOUV'vvcnoo¢AnaAc.-p..---..------o----------

An illuserarive example is the Mawsa
cullure, which has been a subject of
rourist fascivation, The enwe rich
colturs is in danges of being lost,
duanks 1o the farces of nodernization.
1t 1s for this reason thut o group of
Waasai huve come up with the des of
sefting up a wusenm that would be
wsed 1o stock traditional relics of twe
cormanuity’s material aulture.

Ak I]ne foat of the pictusesgue Ngong
Hills, at a place called Olosbe-Dbor,

A Maasai Museum For Posterity
cevenss By Poseple Hounpine

there 1s u sstadl, almast abscuee mud
waklod-buildsng witl the svords 1 leuse
of Visual Knowledpe . inscribed o
the wall. Yei, despite il obscurs
appeatance, e buidding 15 ol munense
importance to Ihe Maasa cullure,
which is indanger ol disappearing due
te the rampaging furces of
mpdermizution

The Howse of Visal Knowledge or
Faleys Gandpat (iilpesssd: in Maasai
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MAASAI MUSEUM

is & wuscun SELup by rhe Jocal
conmunity. Convern tuys heey raised
thal the waniug expesure of the
Matssan (o tonrism hs acen tham lose
sums ol their mest charished cylaral
Imstilations  aud arefacts o
unscrupnloes < nireprenenes wha sell
e 1 URSUSECINUL rourisrs.

Lol resilenrs reckon that as (he
Mausui people eradually embrace
changes thay iwenmpany
woderuization. Jheis cultire iz 1
danger of being los umless urgent
IGESUICS e pad in Mace to uddiess
e sitiation.

This cwncein mave rise 1y the s of
the cultneni mussam

“If hangs cunringe the way they ase,

W2 anght fod cursedves 1 3 sitnation
where ane children haye hothing (o
show for theirois zick ohlture.” savs
Baniel Salno, win is 1he Assistanl
Frogramine Officer with the Simpa
Maasar Ootresel Orgunismﬁl
(SN,

STMOC 15 3 commnmy Non-
Covormuental Organisaton chirged
with borh pressin g the vy Macysui
culture us well ge mploving the
lifestvles of rhe Jogal people.

Salan explans rhat the OrgAnsarion is
inthe process gf collecting wrtelyers
Thae degice the Maasai wary of Hile g
presemving them w the mnesam for
paslericy

“Adthough s wndsrstundable thal
the people scll 1hese 1hings in oreder
T get cash, whiy they do not
tmdcesiand is 1hay some ol thoge
Wings forn rie beartheat of the
Maasai vulture ang are indecd
irreplaveabis, " he Posirs,

Heove, SIMOD g underaken the
sk of educiling the peopls on the
saceed impurtange aof 1hese telics, “fr
e that we e discomging the
People from aking business ot of
tonrs, afl we are sayIng ix o rhey
have 1o el rhse things. they should
ol b2 unigingis.” e Alguecs.

Albowpl the ninseuny i consirucra|

10 traditional way. it also has @ tanch
ol modernity. fron roofing has been
used over the 1raditional Erass
thatching so 82 (o protect the bailding
from effacts of extrenw waather,

Apparently SIMOC bas an impressive
collectron of aneluers in the wmusuw
rAnging from warnor Scar o brdy)
weat, One particalarly striking
collection s the ENltomenna. Oltcanon
15 10 the furm of an overzoal made of
feathers shidionsly lacad ingether.
This was 3 pres IEIONS pear worn by
warors wheneyer thev went an g
raiding nussie Accurding 1o Salu,
the CHtemeons wwas fast usel abonl 50t
VEQrS jua,

The STIO0 museum itsa has an
leresling tem culled Saicons that
WAS used (o constantdy kvep the
Populition of poars in check, Wheg
tied around 1w waist of 4 bil Iv goat,
e onvered the reprodictive
Orgins ol the geat. thus waking
dilliculf for the bil Laat to mounl the
se-gout,

The musenn is part of SIMDO’s
GOt Sanerativg activities thus
VISIOTS Aty required 1o pay 11 celtiig
amuount ol money. And o Cuconrge
QoMY pardcipation, e ny (PR
voutinely invites local gronps ro
exhibil their i,

“Most products (ur sile Bave becy
subtiitted by either Jocal wonien
groups o school children. Procpeds
frum the 5al2 of (hesc jtems are
plonghsd back ta 1heir awners, "
exphians Salay

By and large, the stems vn displuy 41
the Oloshy-Ohae Museum 1eflost (he
lifestyle of the Maasai people in
rencral. Belund sach jlem lies an
explanation of bow aud on which
measiou the said jem s used

“There are parals wh are reluciang
totake their ehildren 1o schigl, as they
frel that i contributes fu the ersion
olthe Maasa culiyre,” vatfines Salay
“Thercfore. apan fium cownrAgIng
e schoal children 1o miky some
fradational itens for display a1 the
lentseun. we give coltursl wulks (o

——.——-—-——
— e

—-_——-—

neighbouring schoufs. Thar iy the
narents feel Cacomped 10 1ake their
children o school.” e s,

Salav aduds (hal rhe Mseun
constitules 4 usaru) Zinde for
Nversity sjudenis nndertakiog
antheopalngical studics 2EMCI0 ulsa
QrEmises an amual eyl lestivl
wherchy differcor Maas:y culral
CEISIDNICS Are peclormial. This also
SEPEES US a0 OPPURLIN Y (0 4esitice
People wn the (mporkisce uf
prescaving fhe Maasd culiine.

SPOO. webuch is mnbership NC.
Was started in 1993 a, o Loy
hased aeganisation with ykaw so0
members aod was repiztorsy us an
NGO the Toflow IHATE T

it ruk aver from the uow efunegl
Maasal Aclion fur Scll Lsproyemme |
(MAST), which was tinted in fle
Soxticshy a mossiqnary Coneple. MAST,
had w its bevdays several projeats
including water Projeers. schiauls,
windm:Us and i doin

Unlortonatels. (e prozcely ztalled
whon te conple Teli the yonir in
Wo Bile sevenias and suwe of Qieis
fazilitics were vindalisesd

However, Salau resisons (e preect
stalled panly bocause thiere WS nn
Participariug of 1 [ocal resiients i
far  as  iovolvewent iy 15
anplenmentalion aid IMAGECINCYH) WS
Cotverncd und s it ookl pever
become sustaimuble Mo pdds that
SIMOO filly invilyves fhe SO LR
0 ils activitias as 4 wity of uakiog
thesn ideonify wich the project SIVIO
itlsa bas an Indiganous (rees
CoRseration project. as woll as o
IOneEt canpsing.

The World Tangise Organisation
(WTO) indicates that i order 10
dltract visilors. 3 SONUITY st
PrEserve wot ouly ns natural
Iesaurces, but also s architect al
and cnltunsl momimenrs. which ape
ulten thresteucd by vitndidiam, Left
pallution, wars and noderg-
evelapment, This, fur now. 152 tener
SIMOO appeass 1o fully embicace and
Purstie with enarnuoons pusta
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Kenyan Indigenous Women

D

Margaret iyasi
36 yenes, Marsaret i< one
:ﬁ praseer girls from
‘ M= b o o d o
DIVES 2 amaen socondary
Edecmion. She was among the lycky
fow W b 2spalied 1n DOT-DOL
' ot 3= 1572 alter several
P mepe Serced (hrough the
el S i s police assistani: (o
S e eheldren in Formal
= —
sook her Sccondary
W Nawvasha Gerlg

Schwol where sheatiuned
mthe 1982 KOL exums.

S o to bocome 3 lescher came
S e she passed o well-attended
sma e sldch opalilied her o be and
sawtrained  ieacher (U1)  in
Spula prinwiry school in 19873 1o 1984

She was tnned i Xenche Teachers
College in 19841986, She hocfne a
feacher in OF Aqnu i 1986 and later
beaded the school 1) 1989 wlien
she joined DOL-DOL Secondury
school @5 an assistianl teacher.

Margaret longel Lo 2o back 10 prinny
school wherse she found it casier 1o
SRS M G0l D .1
challonges as the only local
M beadtencher

Her aimi 10 setun example (¢ U girls
in her conpnunity was i betrer
chance (o bead the most challenging
Soverunent boarnding sclwal — DOT -~
DOL Dearding HMromary where she ouoe
was g student She is known for lier
sirictness on discipline  and
ozl

Bue 10 har bard work she wis
promoiss 1o become a Teacher
Advisany Cenlee Tutor (TAC Tulor),
A posd she hield with plesare and mads
Bt neruct e willi al) stake halders
W the cducation sector. This was
shortly fullowed by vet anotler
Ol e Inspector ef Schonl in
eharge of the hardship zone of

o West, She was irained by
e ASAL programme 10 ride a
tetorbike and prescited with onc
enuble by carny ont hee ispection and
supervision of schools eusily.

Durng ber fieldwark in Mukogada

she come 10 see the peod 1o wetivate

wamen m ber communty to think of

their dupliters’ futuic And ensurs
they pot edocared

Known for fighting for the rights ul
the child cspecially  pirls,
Margaret decided 1o further show gurls
thai education is the only key
fo a better futnre by enrolling for a
Hachelor of Education Degree in
Kenyara University. Sheisa Zod vear
student (liere in the school for
conlinuinyg cdncation (SCE ) where she
Altznds during ber holidays.

Other pases she folds in the Distric)

include beiny Zanal Tnspector of

sehool m Namvuki Municipality South
(Her zone is leadiug in nearly afl
exsms 1o 1he chatfeage of har arhier
mals caflengues).

The Disnet Secrcrasy - Maendeleo vu
Wanawake (MYWO) -
Luikipia. Recently thev warked hand
with har colleague Mrs. M. Kapan
1o petsuade MYWO 10 Louch un
FGM. projeet in  Lukipiu.
She is a mother of two bovs.
Iwo girls and married (o Edward
Lesimdaa prominent ivessock fanner,

Allyce Kureiya-the Rendille ace.
Allvce Kwreiya ts the first bormn in 3
fuuly ef five —four guls wnd one bay.
As a Rendille from Loga Lago in
Marsahit Distnct, she fonght off
traditions ind came out 353 role nodet
ol ondy for the gir child but ulsa the
buy child in her Reudille commnniry,
She is a single mother of two bovs,
Born 14 years ago. she atrended [ opo
Loge Pringry School. Afler completing
her primary cducation, sbe joined
Chogoria Girls Secondary for both
secondary and higher cducation, She
sar for her “ A levelsin 1984 and juowed
Kenyaila Luversity in 1986 Lo study
cdugzition. Sho gradised in 1784,

A AIC misswuary. Malcan Coling,
wet Allyee's education costs e
teachers gave her a lol ol suppen
aspecially becanse she was (e only
purd in szhool from (be communine ar
tut time . She was longly and aften
stayed al hwine with her friemls. But
whenever she did nel show up at
school the feachers would slways
cotng for her, Adlycy bocame rhe fiest
giel frouy e Rendille ooty tobe
adontled to the wniversity,

After graduation. she taught al
Moyale Loys Sceondary and Later
Movale Girls hefor joming GTZ, a
Genmnan bileral develapment ageacy

v oo v By Homadie Hews Wniter

(T3 e

Albyce Knveswn
192 18 LRSI SUASFOT

892 as g communiny developuenl
oflicer dealing with support for
prosary school cdueanion. comumnunicy-
based health care, aucro-crtemprise
and environniental canservarion,
peader integration into project
Activilies, und designing porhtpitory
upproachcs o propect uclivitics.

Fhe was prometed o & dopuny 12
leader in 1997 4 post she held winil
August 1999 when she joined SNY-
Kenyz, a Dutch Dovelopinent Agency,
as a development assistant. Sheisthe
projece officer of NOPWIK (Nerwork
for Pastaralisl Wowmen in Kenya)
covering (bires districts — Tsilo,
Marsabst and Samban,

Allyee who s based in Tzinlg s
concerned thut up to vow only a
lamdlil of girds from her community

#u Lo school and even lewsr aclieve

secondary cducilia When she Ieft
college in FORY, o s notworil 1964
that anothier Readilis il was aduntisl
10 yiversity.

She blames negative traditional
practices like FGM and beading lor
poot Torwoul 1o schonl for gl
cdugation und calls for un ead to
theses practices. She savs evonomic
scuvitics shonld alsy be cnconraged
among the pasterid communitics su
thal prople conld cope with watural
cilanpties like droughi

Halima Defies Cultural Odds to

Excel in Arid North

Halima Ash Muhamomul This is one
woman driven by a congssienl desire
le ¢xcel and reach peealer deights in
cversthing she lays her hands un
Neirher het niaue porher stanue nngs.

Howmadic Hews 20001/02
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o preaLi o
but thus wptssnreingly hmble wonsn
isdefinitchs gifferenl,

Huru o Lsioly District. Halioa artended
sy pod Movaie DEB primary
stbioolz Bhe sacfor her O Tavel
exuuunstions o Kaaga Giels Scooied-
ary Szhanl in Mee

I was wiite wl Thogoto Teachers
Trawug Collese thar Halima began
Ler arduons jotirncy as an educilion-
ist. She grmadiated in E97Y and started
wacking as a 1| weactier,

Hevweren 1985 und 1987, she had al-
seady risen o the ranks of Deputy
Head teachcr amd Heyd leachier. About
the same time, she yol it meril prono-
teon 1o an 51 eacher. Thae was the
besuaue ol sevesal merit aaarsds that
were fo tollow iInHalima's Gweer

In 198K, Halbegwas appoisted-a dis-
It tulor Shordy thereadter, she sar
anel pussed 3 Fuiblic Servace Camnuss
s1021 (PSCT promsatinn iniciy icw afiy
which she was appeinded Assstant
Education OMver (AED) mchurpe of
blwak Drvisien i Mandews Districe
Stig wits Jater postod to Westesn oy -
o2 in the szme capacy, |ler dreum
finally came when she moved up u
acreh o become i Ihstnt Educution
Offiozr (IEO) in whuse capucity she
served e several districes berween
1994 duwd 1990,

Ome wonld a1 a glasce be urgiven o
reckon th Huluna is content with hor
actuevements this far. r far from it
She sut for an npgeading inlenyiey al-
ter which she was promoied 1o L
pasition of Bduson Cilioer 2, In that
capacity, Halua worked in Turkana,
Bachuonye, Nyanza and is currently
working in Isiolo.

PROFILES / INDIGENOUS PEOPLE

The meteonc vise 1 1ha op has nar
cven thangh been an &a3y one. She
had 1o banle counlless hurdles ameng
them stersohvpes bused on ler being
a womatt.  But she conrends it has
been tuoough her sheer hardworking
and determinarion.  And this fire of
determinaiion i fier iz ool st abowl
1o find sobace i e and feathers i
bierap s Lar

But the said feathers were st abont
rabe ploacked fon | i comung, fom
A commnmty it regacds u garl whe

: e
Halima toveening carefully ina
women s ladvr by training.

hits reachied the Fourth Form and not
marned as a bad omen. She was ini-
Bally faced with an nphill task of hay-
ing to comvines her fathee 1o ler her
complels her prunary education. sec-
ofclacy educution aside.

She had o convinee her father thi
sho was not againsl gething et

but could e plessc let her attaln some
feaming. Afer complating stoondary
edocation, Flalimg hid 1o 20 ragaerd
wnd was married o a4 man of her chagice

She has had a haed task of balancing
her e with itberlood. | e oo
probiem s bevn et shie las fad 0
Tollow her husbund. wha isan adnin-
istrator to overy station e has been
posted.

\With other Like-rmand wamean in [siolo.
where she is aurently based. Halima
has farmed 2 lnbby gronp advocating
far aqual oppomunities (i edusion
Of Uy gard cladd.

Yot the road to reoognition Tor TTalima
has not been withant snpediment s

She lavd 10 Gce numerours cliallenges
o barmers Ut stood o et way by
virtue of er boing awonusn. Asahoad
teachor sho had to fight oft inhibitive
cidrmral porms thar nftea aciad as
disineeniive o educabon of e gl
chuld st her cotnummity.

This vequirad Ber 1o poll all stops i
prove her self asa fsadenifshe lonbin
retan Lbe girds 1o sehool, “As an
educulion officer she hias cnsored that
teachers who impregoated selwalgirts
arcpunished accordinghy, Hor cnisade
has however been witlered donn by
the commnnily, which segands o zirl
wiio gets pregmant befors nriage as
iu outzst. Such a giel is usually kept
in scclosion and marricd off
immediately,

Hul despite Liaviog to condront such
und similar cultural sethacks, Halima's
lone crusade gocs an and is nor just

abour ta bie sentrled

Ab s e s o soeww s L I S S

Indigenous Peoples Experience With
Electotal And Palilical Perty
Systemis

All Tndigenvus Prapies of the world
Arc marginihzed. They arc not
representzd u e nutional systens,
This was clearly spelr ont in an
integrmational workshap  an
“Iniligenony Feoples Experiene: with
Sivcioral dud Political Party
odivs ™ Natrabi in Navember 2000
and convened by Meteenational Werk

--------- e L R

T on foilipeaons Afars GG )
and fodigency ffivmoiion Neowors

(IN). This was the fast of a senes of

warkshopswith e thee Indigenvus
Peoples political purfics and clectori
aystems that were held in different
regions (Mexivo, Norwiy. Midaysia,
Fiji and Canwda), The wim of the
workshop was to ook at the resulis
aud vouclusions of the cogional
meelings and 10 snalvze experionos.
strategics and look &t fuhire

possibilitics of dealing warh [neal
regionil und national gavaraments
Irows g wore gobal perspoctive. [rwas
very clesr during the different
presentations and discussions thas
the system of political piagies and
clectaral system vislate readitional
svstems of decision-making and
represcntation of Indigenoys T'ooples,
The stovctirs of baditong siale-paily
s¥arem dogs not aveunioodate
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INDIGENOUS PEOPLE

“petoruis & A 4

wulticthmic  or hercrogensous
popul.ninmcnn.:mucnc} for proper
representai ol and selecion.

1he culonial goyenuments’ history of
oppiCssion Gosnnates the prescul
puliticu §sten of wtion skalcs. The
prosest system fiwds its. eonts the
cnloni) sysen, Kesoures exploitation
and utilizatnn canfines 10 worsen
under the prasent polital sysicm anu
Indigenaus Penples’ contiul of heir
s and fesaurces continue 1o e
vinlated

Alsn attrtisted 1 the erizvunces ol
Indigenous Feoples is ther Ligh
Whiteracy level that has contineed 10
empple thelr stmggls against \he
cwevom political and chectoral proesss.
B the division of populations
s sssonhes EOR1CS 1t ADE uion
B wer allow propicr represertation,
Ly the demacratic space for
[ senons Peoples. National partics
carme under fice as nol fepresenting
e imterests of Indigenous VD:ophcs
and being ouly infcrested in their
STCS.

Lack of access 10 und parbcipation in
media i tughlightng indigenous
peoples tssnes. due o guvernanent
couityol and corsuprion in media
honses. hias ageravated the sivation
of nidigenous pooples

To bep Indizenous Peoples in thog
chalicnging situation, the participants
Gime up with some siratcgics DS
crployed i the process ol stmggle
und self-deternimation. Among the
sleaTTZIEs ArC:

« Promotion of Alhanees with ofher
aroups Akl SCotors.

o Reforn of the state political
sysleay to sirengtien Tndigenous
Peoplzs commuunitics Lo local
aurdnouny.

e Sesk alidrmate sysicms 10
lndiganons Peoples lerntories
syatbin aalon sLics.

e ighttor recognition of donweraby
ciglis of peopies allowing
mechanisms [or the propst
represeoiation af IndigeBaus
Peaples in their Owit PrUcess of
Wecasion-mukang.

o Proper represeatalion of
Indigenons Peoples with yloar
svstem of accountabiliey from the
[oeal 1o national Tevels.

o Strengthen Tndigenous F'ooplss
systens of deciston-making,
representation and election of
leaders.

« The wationul partes system and
clecioral process should give
Indigenous  I'coples ihe
democratic space 10 sl wp (heir
o dacision-amaking wiechani sms
for self=povemance.

« Nation states should review
ctirrent bosder divisions ta take
consideration of ludigenons
Peoplcs when setling
constituencics.

« There should be a system 10 lei
Tndigenous Peoples contsol their
fund ang other fesources i any
political system.

+ Form broad alliances at lucal to
mational and interational levels
for protection of Indigenous
Foopies rCSOOTTS.

e Bumld oa ladizsooos Peoples’
edscanog sysieme tha focus o
Indézcoous * peedes and
enhance of transmit koowiedps
and culture. informaton and &erve
the pesds of Indigenous Peoples

= Adopt commumcation!
information strategics to hizhlight
Indigenous Pooples” issucs und
cofseerns i the pubhic soedia.

- Spmialconxidmaﬁam‘wmxionlx
given 10 Tndigenous Pooples for
their seleckzon and participation in
Wie national political sysICms.

»  Eosire posimuon participatonand
jepresentation of women and
vouth in deciston-making
pracesses from the loeal up 10 fhe
national and interational levels.

Indigenous Peoples and
climate change

he Indigenous Peaples
welcomed the new milleanium

with a fot of cuergy and hope.

They have vorked 0 hand and have
peen comuuited th cusiire SonLe
change among the Jadiggnous
Peoples they fepryscni. 1 his beuomies
cour when we louk at the 2000 calendar
for Tndigenous Pooples tial wus fuld
ol activitics some syiceessil, sonme
frustrating This positive fuu, is it
at all times the Indigenous Peoples
TepICSRTitives i thiis MoRlings tever
gave up the Night One very poad
exampic is the meeting, of the Sisth
Conference of Partizs Lo the Climate
Clange Convention held in The
Hagie— Netherlands, [ram 15 0l 24
November 2000, Tlos waas just dfter
{wo months when the Indipenous
Peoples mel in the first Inreroational
Forum of Indigenous Proples on
Clymate Chanise in Lyon, Franoe [rom
4 till 6 September 2004 Ilndigenous
Peoples, have historically played an
acsive role in Lhe conservation uleco-
systeans crucial L the praveannn of
climate change such as forests.
weitands ;nd coastal wd AUIAL ATEIS.
Unformunately, scicntists el westerl
socicty have dismissed  1he
Indigenous Peoples as sensunental
and supersiitions and acausad theas
of being a0 obslacle o development

Paradosically. those rhal previously
rorned deaf ears o ludigzuous
Pooples” warniags now are distayed
because their own model ol
deyciopment endanpcrs Maothe!
Earh In The Hague a delepation of
indigenons representanyes from 12
different countrics, and 7% distinct
cultores were attending the COPG o
advocate preservation of the fcagile
ecosystems on (heir Jands, which wre
suffering serious cnyvirunmental
darnageas a resul ul globil Searsuing.
The delegates were alsa dernanding
that the goveramental represcntalives
of e Parties recugnize them as full
participants in Lhe negotiations, the
excontive decision-waking, and the
altimate implementution of the
Framework Comvention on Clunaie

« Change and the Kyoto Protocol, The

Secord loternational Tndigenous
Forum oo Climate Chunge was el
(e weekend preceding, the COPG, on
the 1% and 12° of November, S0s 10
develop omumon powis af peRntiaton
to present al the Conference. Fhe
hasis for The Hagee Doclazation” (the
informal pame given to {he docnineol
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A v R
ko b the 17 epreseotibives Jor
COFry was disenszed ar rhe
atoramcunnaned Fonim and was
presented to the President and
Sterelirt of COPS Lor subseguent
wigdespeeard  dastrsbulinn o
sovernmants. To Crcas’ more
avareness Lor ther participation. a
press conference was eld
W avrm e publbic about
e esnira ol de Ingigening
Peopdes Fooum and the T
presonco at the Conferenes:
I lelepiies 2ave their
perseial teshmony on Uie
serbond 2ffacts o clongie
change expericnecd antheis
hemelands i varons pans
ithe world

Rascmanie Kopilam, an
Inmit rarve 1o the Canadian
Agcie related the Zogoorns

W przsznee nn alinate change issncs
began vl an [P workshap in Chuito,
Louador from svhuch “The Chte
Declaration” was produced aml
conseruently  encanraged  1he

presence of an [P delegatian o the
L N Subsichary Body mectngs held i
Fvon, Prance s Sepleober e tokd”
the press il e counlnes i soe

Indigeanns Poaples of Africa, all
desperatchy looking fior survival. The
pastaralists have exparicnced Joag
porinds of drought The northers
pastovalisis have moved to the
nighboring countries o ke bope of
treener pasture. Land Laws o mest ol
the countries do nel Snour these
conunumiies makiog then ever moes
desperine thunt ever, In ol
pars of Alrica the deserl
se2ima o beospraadiny,
Climate chanes maeting 15
aot aunce rthat thay cin
understand cusiiv. To thent
Kroto i5 just o name. The
contioous activities ol
logeing and clzaving of
forcaesin Afvicy A lappening
wavery alarming rars

The Tndi gonos consnimniries

Stk ﬁm-:.ct dixwpponring at an alerming rats,

vewsng envirunmental degradotion

fika the Banaa. of Rwinda,
Binmdi. and Vganda, the

that the Lol have about
alotal warming - The clanges m
remperanre have warmed waters,
thinning the e sover and gl
tnervased the dengers involved in
e ot sd Lshiog on o
Such meteyinginl changes e
alen arfacted the envgtan of aey bid
and animal specics rothe tacal region,
endangering the svay of life for her
TERIONE S Y e specics. wlich are now
suntpeling, 1f ermdory

cprasentiag rhe cnncerns of
Indigenous Pooples in e Tsland of
Samwon in the South Pacific. Clark
Petern infonugd e press that, given
the effects of glotal wiatinog. swall
iztands and 15 indigenobs
pomtlitions, have mo ocher alrerative
Lhin fo disappear to cmigrate to arher
areas of the world lesing their lands
and thus ther colinres aod denlities,
inthe fong 1eim, R ane sesing i
N0l S LGS RIaNIS eWelanes o the
Qreg Gl are cqusing the
dntiviaration of coral reefs. wingh
ave onr food Souree.  Fresh watse
arens have become more qned prore
sonree evwev ek T Raid Petem,

Antese Nieguaioijov. representing the
indigenouy Inbes and orgamzutions
of 1he Ampzen Rusin, pave ao
overview an the proczsses that led 1o
the I[P Forum in The Bame and the
subsequent Hague Declaration. The

part of the Amazen Basin arc uniqualy
concerned with the effccts of climats
chisnge o Lheir region. Jacuamjey
redated that e of thie darect results of
clohal warming an the Amazon
terrirorics 15 the froquoncy of diy
spells now altering wildlife bibitd,
and. therefore, the way aflifc of native
indigeauas Lribes,  Jucanuminoy
expressed his concerm over 1he Clean
Develapmant Rezhanism propasad o
the Kyoto Protocal. which can
pexatvely allect the lives ol
ludigenous Peoples. “We sre ot
agrecenl with the delipuiion ol
carban sinks that the Kvota T'rotocol
proposcs. We luwve managed nanwal
ethsxds of curbon sequestrition on
uur Lands, and bave been doany so lor
nullennia,” susd Jacunarnio.

Representatives from Afde explained
how Indigcnous Pooples and local
conpuunilies bave in Lhe pasl
expericaced a great chaege in their
clunate and the weather beovning
more and more ualiendly. Climaie
change isa lifc and death issae for the
poor indigenous and minerity
CULuLes.

Recently i Kenya 11 was nol strange
m see livestack in the streers and
suburbs of the city of Nairobi.
Frequent runid wban wsgraton las
increased in luwns ovgupied by

Ocick of kemva. Hudaioe of
Tanzania and the Pvemics of the
Demodraric Republic of Congn have
heer pushed ont of their habitar. They
nave to adopt 4 tife, shizl is nm
conducnve o them, Intheir labhying
racriza. The Indigennus Peaples’
eprescatatives were able o mect
Minisrer Jan Tronk. the President of
COPG and Minister af the Envisonment
nf The Netherlands haet connrey of
the Canference. and with the Co-
Chairs of the Contact Coraugon Land
Use, Land U5 Change. and Forcsry
(TATLUCF ) and the Cantace Geonp an
Mechanisms. T the mecting wirh
Minister Pronk. the T delegates
cmphasized the need 1o ereate a TN
workusg group on Tndipenons Poeales
10 be present al It e clunatechange
cunlerentes, ANz consullay, with
lepal connsels. Mister Pronk
responded by promising that the next
canfercne: will take into azeount the
creation of an TP Working Caaap for
indusion i upeaning, COM mestings,
unge e ieresis ol other UN Waorking,
Groups pte considersd  The
lidigenons Peoples presented the
dectaration 1o Delegintes and
Guovermnenl Represeulioves.

More inlgnnatcn m'ztﬁlable at
www ko baendne ore.
Further encuines 1o an i in co ke

G combinseed o niet

e
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INDIGENOUS PEOPLE
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Indigenous Peoples Meet to dis-
cuss conflict in their territories

“lE WILL KEEP THE PAST NOT
REMIND U8 BUT IN FRONT OF
oS

Indigenouns Proples Jrom different
cuntinents meeting in Muanila-
Decentber 20010.

Froso b to §* Deozmber 2000,0ver 1na
ladigenoms Peoples represcalng over
50 arganizatons wet io Manila,
Philippiees et an “ftzenatioal
Confereace o Contlict Resolulion,

Peace-Ruilding, sustainable
Deyclopment  and Indigenons
Pooples.”

Thie Main abjective of the ponference

WAS! X

+ Rring ndipenous peoples and
ingdigenous advocites 10 analyze
tho pracesses sod substantive
jesitcs I resolving conflicts
yvolving mdigenous peoples.
statzs. and corporations

« Tb highbight the lessons 1 ned
fram thase processes and comeup
with policy reponunendations (o
be addressed o indigenous
pPeaples. govermncats, NGOs.
Juter-govaenmental bodies,
corpnrations, and liberation
Aoveenls.

e To create A mechanism for o
continning rescarch and advocacy
PrOSTEn ONg indigenous
peoples orgarizations warldwide.

The cunforence consisted of panel
discyssions cavening different thanes

Elders froms wio diffesent CORITIELTES §

like Peice Accord with Steles, Land
Rights, Rights t0 Resources, self-
determinution as 0 cendral ixsie,
Liberation Movements and Poxt-
Closeflicts Reconstruction,
Indigenous Peoples qrnd ('o-
Managentent, Negmiatimg Geniter it
Conflict-Resolution and Peace-
huilding Processes, Indigewuns
Dufinitions of ldentities, wid Kale of
Civil socicty, flonar Agencies anil
Multitateral Organizations.

Dunng the comlercucs that was alsa
attepded by various donurs and
International NGOs, the Indigenous
Peopies concluded witha dedaraiion.
Papers Prosentcd and declarations
during the conference fhalt was
organized by Teblehby Foundation
are available from the inferoet
v (ehnehiba ors or further EAUIFCS
to’ iinahincoke

Indigenous Minorities Now
Focus on Multiculturalism in
Africa.

haring of difterent ealtural

aspects among Tadigenons

Peoples and Mipuriaes i5 onc
of the most interesting and lcaming
procosses on bow Indiggnaus
Knowledge still exists among, thes2
groups in Alrica

Rekindling  the  smbject of
multiculwralisen in Afeic is botly the
Unitod Nations Working Groups on
Minorities and  Indigcnous
Populations whu endorsed it in the
resolution 1 99920 of the Sub-

o Marbit cechange gifts ke

tolnazen aftera poce aonciliatio: mesting.

e ey ¥t g

Commussion wn Lhe Proicctiun and
Prometion of Humnan B wehits, The Sust
such Somuauar Was hetd o Avusha.
Panzaniu from 139 10 157 My P
and was organizzd by the Lternutional
Center lor the Ffhmoy Saics Colombx,
Sri Lankaosyith the frrs il A SSLsncs
of the Ford Foundation. New York

The Unifed Nations High
Commissioner for Tuin Raghts und
the Inematonal Crito nal Tribnmal for
Royanda baszd in Arusha Panapams
cume from upiversiics and rescarch
ipstitutions,  buman righis
organteations. Tnenty groups a0d
indiggnous Peoples SrELNEZALONS.
The issues discussed focusad on the
topie: Mualticutturatiyot Africa:
Peaceful and canstructive groi
accommadalion sStwms Drvalving
neinorities and indigenmis Peoples.

The socond soewinar was lield in Kidal-
ki froem 8% te 13 Jamury 2001 Kidal
regian 15 inhabited by the Tuarcs
[ndigenops Peoples of  Mali:
Participats wese drawn ifon Mali,
Burkina Faso. Niger, Cuiea- vaakyy,
Nigeria, the Sudan. Alperia. Kenya.
Morroeco. Chileand reproseatlives
from the United Nations Oftice for
Huwan Rights and the Alnca
Comnussion o Hunsn and Peoples
Rights. 1n Kidal. koy thewes
deliberated included an overview of
ulticulty ralisw in West Africu and
experiences elsewleerr inAfrica,
cuxtomary  and (raditinnal
arrangements for the maintiining
goad relationskips anong different
peoples in the region, development
in o mlticuitural environment, aned
the role of international nd
regtonal inter-
aovermnental ol stins.

The fimaucia) supput tor the Kidal
segninar came frain the Ageiny 1us
Conpeiation and  Rescarch
Developnient and 1he chnirperson of
WG with the Office of te Uited
Nations High Copnissidnst for
Homan Righis Aber ive duavs ol
discursions, the Kidu ATy pant s
came up with @ declaration und
rooosuneakEion

Foarther engquirics (o

fblyth-kubota hclu R 1) i
Jourger holufmes i

e co ke .
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I would be wonder-
—r A~ Ful i include atories
frizes chessiechem pase of Africa
i e magasine, We will ask a
Friend o write something abaut
che San and aiso send some
phom.s.

i wight b zeresting to profils
an L0 in Ajica who is working
for 1he promuzion of mdigenods
dgnts and sull their personal
SLOMY,

IPAAC wuuld like to have
copies of rhe magazing sent Lo
Cereva.

Keep up the excelfent warke
v

Paal and Sheila Dutton,

118 Mumsfield Rd Durban 4001

Souch Africa

dutcon{icun oz

Dear Fdizor

Firsc af all | would like 1o cake
tsis cpoeriunity te congratulate
you wich the IIN Magazine
#Nomadic News”, lris very
imprassing and interesting
iudeed and 1 ganed much from
reading the articles. | look
furward 1o reading the coming
volumes as well.

| bad never imagined such a
sophisticaced magazine, My
amf worry i3 how yea'll be able
to heep the momentum!

Diana Vinding dvi@iwsia.org

Dear badior

| just want to say racher
belstedly kow much | enjryed
recciving “Nomadic News™.

What 1 splendid publicacion —
aiod looking and with a let of
information pressiscad in A
readable seyle.

| was partichlarly interesced ™
¢he article by Oswman
Mohammed abouc mabile
schouls; aml the piece on the
lichamus , who are a pecple tox
often overlooked.

However, | would [ike to poinc
sut aboue the Konso people
mentioned in the artizie by Ali
Abdi Konso, a pecple with na
place to call homel that whers
they acrually are at heme n
Ethiopia this remarhable peuple
are not nomadic at afl bat have
[iwed since time fmmemimial in
their own stune-banfd towms.

| look furward to receiving the
next publication. Meanwhile L
hope you are geing suryvival’s
publications n retum.

Virginia Laling

Adricn Campaisns Of[fcer
Survival lntemational 11-1
i_nfo@___s;urviv.zl-

intemacional.orq.

Dear Tdicoy

| got information about yaur
Nuomadic News Magazine
ehraugh Francis Chabari (Team
Lcad.::r o\" .’v\arsbic
Development  Programme/
GTZ1, | feand the first edition
viry inceresting and
infermative, and | appraciaced
tha professional and cacching
Jayout and edicing.

As prolilems and interests of
Indigenous people ate much the
same on both sides o] the

burday, and as CUT proiect
comcentrates mare of lisa on he
sami “mixsion statemsnts’,
you have mantioned for your
publlcalien;|primore, orataLt
rights , smpower and heelp build
capacicy o lndigencus pecples
chrauuh educaion;
enviranmental conservation,
human rights and 1rainingl,
please put us an your mailing
list,

Ffovian Menzel, Team Leader
Bl PDRCTZ

Post Box 12631

Addis Ababa

Dear Tditor

[ wish to acknnwledge recaipt uf
the nomadic news magazines
which you sent ta me thrawgh
SNV-NOPWIK, [rem nur
wide | will axk my Health
Coolleague 3f he hax any
interesting infarmarion un the
haalth programs tin =298 10 yoil

Sabdiye Bashuna

Marsabic Develupment
Pragrammie

Farming Systzms Tlevelepment
PO, Bux 104

Marsabit

Dear kdiror

Namadic News s a very
educative magazine |ouusimg o
Indigenaus oeople.

We will he exchanging ideas o
thisx regard wich a wiew to
imprisving and or prapagating
pur mucual and
principhes. Since your Lamue has
a loager time-frame, | welcome
1N o rake advantage of mue b
memthly newslectar Mualahec

&

motives
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2nv auii advecacy isstis.

We fuak fomwand o your naxt
tooe and winls you the best s

publisiing the nrrnacrs orels.

e, Judy Muthun

Natimmal Clouncil of Women of
Kamya Immation Cfficer
PO, Box 43747 NAITROB!

scwduiins ghtlusava.com

Dear Fdicer
Consiatulaziana with the Tivst
fesur oF Lo Namad s News

_.’-.-\.-.y,.\zi-- «

| weas wery Dlhases with clyis
edition becauss it 1ook eduzarivy
as the main tepic. Al rhe
end wre aTu Aisrssins dgnw
weooean bhest the

educarivn fav pastoralises.

hhandie

[ o yeu could alae sind 3 copy
i WC smsult o lose Wuiicar,
Che sdecation spucialisr, sinee
wee e by warking coguther

on St e propTet

Tham s o io advance and heep
up the gond werle

Martine Benschap
WA HLE. henschapiicendaic nl

Dear [dicay

€ hirapan wanis o congratu late
you and your ceam for the nice
namadic sews.c muse have
bean yuits 4 piue of worl ©o
covrdimace sl an educacional
magazine en such agnsicive
iasties, Yeou lave dome an
imerediole good work and we
wigh yeu all 1 e best of luck and

imapliadioe e Phe mexl
ssambiera.
Chirapaa,-Peru

chiras agid amautaren.iet.ne

1Jaar Edbicer
Npemadic Neuss 1 a master-

piace. Hlacsl off

Hannslore Krause
Keausaidwelle.de

Dear Edirer

Recencly | came across » copy
o| your magaz e “Naomailc
Nawes? and | liked 15 veny M.
| efiave ic cowld he vary helplul
Lo % hers e W work among the
Turleana pzople. Put e em thi
maifing fstane let me know the

derails of supacnption

Earter Seamus CFNeill
Cal halie C"-l:h.'\

PO Box 18
LODWAR

Dear Tditar

Nemadiz News is informative
and will be usefal to visicors ©o
aet documentation center T
wsth new

wich vou well

Tiriali e

L Muchond Winyela
[xecurive 1 irectir
Cemnet
femnct.’_fri‘:xl'r'lc.aml'linn.uo.k:t

12ear Editor

This is o thank you very much
Cihiristian
Children’s Fund on your mailing
We lank ]u'ru-‘ard to

concriboting aricles for ihe

for patting
[ist.

subseguent editions. We have
4 ‘ot ta share n the areiss of
health and nucrition; basic
education, nen fenma! educatim,
sarly chiidhuod development
and sl child advocacy pregranm.

Staphen |
Seeprhnl@ecthanya. o

—— ——

M Hews 20001702

12ear Tditar
We éid
Numadic News (om you. |+

l'(.;:u'i',' * oA Luoy ©
[roks srear] Consgrataiacions T
i :un.‘ VoL Sostul Tor wenim
and howr it | vou &5 rikite the

magazine’

Angeding Van
@_grﬁax-zq'.aiﬂm vy

1Dear Tditor

Thank wou for vudr re sl weeer
and congraiulaiions with che
firse tsmuel | e Uz vy muchy
Grer n] all Because 1 yor & new
and another view of Afrca |
s e eading atd watohing
TV programumits ahious A ricas
bt it 15 et iy made frem i sen
African parspestive. This (ime
{ ot 141 AN W ADNuT Ao infe and
challenges sre jram Jifterent
indigemoas peapies <l wn;
VOLIT LW decuriptions and
nations.

| simply mot & ew
underscanding of the realities
hoth in your continant, bt alsa
about us Muligers Peoples. |
alza realized mire Auncriely
what year dreams for ¢ e futare
are. § thiank you sn wsh fer
whar well gave me and 1 hope
wich all my hean tha the
newslester will succsed and. b
permanent, We ness this view
s mueh!

Jurun Tkijale
CUGLOOYUN -
TROMSDALEN
NORMWAY

Gaa

- Thhank you all |or writom

Namadiz News

P, Box ragnh Nairel

Tel: zge-2-721958

Fax: 6a 2-7205077 5574

Emalls infim.co, e .
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