UNFCCC COP 15 PREPARATORY 1ST TO 2ND DEC 2009 BY IIN AT BIBLICA GUEST HOUSE,NAIROBI
WORKSHOP OJECTIVES
1. Increase awareness on the impact of climate change issues
2. Discuss on the climate process, what is at stake, current state of negotiations and the 15th cop

3. To discuss and share experience on climate change impacts on livelihoods, culture and adaptation strategies employed by people

DAY ONE

 OPENING OF THE WORKSHOP
The workshop started at 8.15 am by prayers from Samuel Naikada of dupoto community Forest Association.

INTRODUCTION TO UNFCCC: BY IIN, LUCY MULENKEI
The introduction to the Climate Change issues was done by Lucy Mulenkei, she explained to the participants what is climate change, what brings it , and the effects of climate change and how climate change affects indigenous people.

The participants were informed that over 10-20 years state of climate had changed and not only in East Africa but also in the entire Africa. This calls for urgent solutions to address the diverse effects of climate change to the indigenous people’s lives. This also calls for the indigenous people to identify the effects that are brought about by climate change.

The participants were urged to discuss the issues of climate change in the grassroot levels or to the local communities so that the indigenous people may get information on the causes of climate change, this is because it is caused by human beings through charcoal burning ,clearing the forest for settlement , farming like in mt. Kenya, mau,marakwet in Kenya  and  for security reasons like in North Eastern where people cleared the vegetation so that they were able to see their enemies coming from far.

DISCUSSION: BY THE PARTICIPANTS WHO ATTENDED MEETINGS ON CLIMATE CHANGE  
SHARED BY CHARLES FROM KARAMOJA; UGANDA
The meeting was held in Kampala it targeted indigenous people,  they met people from NEMA, Ministry of agriculture, National forest Authority. It was in  this  meeting that they learnt about REDDS and REDD +.They learnt Uganda’s position  concerning REDD ,that it was still behind .Uganda was given 200,000 US dollars to start a project of carbon market but still the money was not enough for the five basin areas :mountains,forests,lakes,savanna and arid lands. 

People found it challenging because they did not understand some of the terminologies like emissions, the issue of REDD how it will be domesticated by indigenous people,  the common language used like adaptation and mitigation most of the districts in Uganda only twelve districts were reached .Another challenge was the clear interpretation of forests to the understanding of indigenous people. This led to discussion among the participants in the workshop some of them giving definitions of forests according to their indigenous community, they gave definitions as follows:
       -According to karamoja of Uganda, a forest must be some vegetation with a lot of trees having been there for at least ten years 

        -According to pokot of Kenya, a forest is a vegetation with indigenous trees, herbs, animals and fresh air. A forest to them is natural and that they don’t acknowledge the man made forest as a forest because it can be harvested like maize.

       -According to Mohamed of Garisa Kenya, a forest is a natural vegetation with all sorts of indigenous trees and animals and it covers a lot of areas.
-According to mama Ngamia from Tanzania, a forest is a natural vegetation of tall trees with animals which is cool even during dry and hot seasons.

-A forest is a collection of trees; shrubs either established or naturally existed for a period of time and having the environment which brings a scenario of nature. This is according to kiplel from koibatek Kenya.

THE GOVERNMENT INITIATIVE ON THE CLIMATE CHANGES PROCESS

BY ISABELLA MASINDE
Developed countries are countries with a lot of industries that emit a lot of greenhouse gases that bring about the effects of climate change and most especially to less developed countries, because of this the governments want this developed nations to pay for the damages and effects that are caused by the climate change.

The government usually does evaluation on how much carbon is emitted and absorbed by the grass and vegetation at large.
The government of Kenya has tried to help the pastoralists by buying their livestock that were affected by drought, however, not all the pastoralists benefited from the project since by the time the project was being implemented most of the livestock had already been killed by the severe drought. 

There is an initiative to commence in the year 2012 on the best ways to be used so that climate change can be combated. For example, by 2010 reduce emissions by 20%, by 2020 to reduce emissions by 50% and by 2050 reduce emissions by 90%.
East Africa pastoralists need insurance for their livestock as one of the measures to deal with the lose that is being brought about by the climate change.
The Kenyan government has drafted Kenyan position to be taken to Copenhagen. African states have selected ten countries to talk on behalf of Africa .Africans have the common position, it comes from grassroots; compensation for the climate change effects.
There are five key terms to be addressed:

· Mitigation

· Adaptation

· Technology transfer
· Financial resource
· Shared vision

Mitigation deals with the measures to prevent climate change. REDD and REDD 

+   works on this. On what ways the local communities are going to prevent, stop or reduce emissions.
Adaptation deals with compensation to the affected people, it also deals on how the affected communities are going to live with and adopt the climate change. Through compensation the affected communities are able to buy technology energy savings etc.
In adaptation and mitigation there is zoning as shown in the diagram below:
[image: image1]
Technology transfer concerns the traditional ecological knowledge of the indigenous people. The indigenous people have a lot of knowledge concerning their animals environment for example the karamoja of Uganda cut a certain tree in their forest which produces sap when it produces a lot of it, there will be a lot of rain when it produces little sap there will be little rain or non at all.
The samburu of Kenya can slaughter a goat and study its small intestine and can be able to foretell some critical issues like rain, drought, famine, diseases among the livestock e.t.c.
Indigenous people can treat so many illnesses because of their knowledge on medicine herbs in the forests.

Financial resource deals with funding; who to give money, for what reason, how to give out and when to give.
Shared vision deals with the rights of indigenous people and local communities. The governments should recognize and respect the rights of indigenous people their cultural sites and traditional knowledge.
DISCUSSIONS
SHARED BY NEZA; ALASKA CONFERENCE
At Alaska, he was convinced to come back to the community and inform people about climate change and its causes, effects and to educate them on the climate change issues.
He got a lot of challenges from the community when he tried to pursue them to conserve the environment to reduce and prevent climate change, this is because people preferred to burn charcoal to get money to feed their children than conserving the environment.
BY NAIKADA; BANGOK CONFERENCE
It was cop 14 which concerned indigenous people. They learnt about the Kyoto protocol, capacity building and that indigenous people should be included and involved in it.
Indigenous people resolved that their people should be informed about climate change. The traditional knowledge was demanding on what the scientist were trying to say.

They came up with five pillars namely; capacity building, financing, mitigation, adaptation and technology.

There were some challenging issues in the conference, for example, they were given only two minutes to read the statements made by the indigenous people. They saw as if the other communities have different perceptions towards indigenous people.
The terms used were new and sounded confusing and complicated e.g. AFOLU {agriculture forestry and other land use} LULUCF {land use, land use change and forestry} NAPA’S {national adaptation programmes of action}
NAMA’S {national appropriate mitigation actions} RED and REDD +. These terms were new to them and it was hard understanding them.

From the experience and lessons learnt, it built a lot of questions on him and saw that indigenous people were not given time to express their statements. They came up with three principles:
                            -
Must not miss traditional knowledge

                            -
The rights of indigenous people

                            -
Free prior information

THE ROLE OF INDIGENOUS AND LOCAL COMMUNITIES IN THE CLIMATE AGENDA NOW AND BEYOND COPENHAGEN

BY MR. SHILABUKHA

ISSUES UNDERLYING CLIMATE CHANGE

- Who has the mandate to conserve the resources?
-  How do we deal with food security?
-  How do we deal with water resources? 

-  How do we deal with consumption of water resources by industrial multinationals?
-  Consumption of forest resources, how do we balance between the North and South of the globe?
-  Public transport, a lot of consumption of bio fuel.

THE ROLE OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLE

Indigenous people have a lot of knowledge on the natural environment. They have the following roles:
A} looking on issues pertaining environmental justice

B} Issues on renewable energy control

C} Issues of gender and preservation of natural resources. 
Among the indigenous communities men and women have specific knowledge about natural resources. Every gender should be given chance to explore its knowledge on resource management. 
- Knowledge about replenishing the shores, mangrove forest, fertility on land, land reclamation, protecting water shed areas in catchments areas.
- Knowledge on breeding to ensure biodiversity.
 All these knowledge have an impact on the growing species e.g. weeding techniques for the crop farmers.
NOTE: 
Without involving indigenous people all these knowledge is lost
Another danger is about those who come as researchers, tap the knowledge of indigenous people, document and sell it as their own. Most of the documents that we read might have originated from indigenous people.

In indigenous communities knowledge is held by individuals trust and not for sell or for economic benefits. How to protect this knowledge is one of the things to go beyond Copenhagen. 
Some questions asked by the participants and answers given
A} how can we conserve this knowledge?

- Through the government, laws should be passed to protect indigenous people’s knowledge.

- Sensitize the community to appreciate the importance of the knowledge they have, and that they should not just share anyhow to anybody.
- Institute some mechanisms on which knowledge may not be shared outside the indigenous communities

- Indigenous people should sieve their knowledge on what to be shared and what  not to be shared.
B} Do governments recognize indigenous people’s knowledge?

· Yes, but implementation of laws governing and harmonizing it in terms of protecting it is difficult.
· It has always remained in activists and academic level. There is a gap between implementation and advocacy.

· Sometimes they see it as backward way of life and primitive practices.

DAY TWO

GROUP PRESENTATIONS ON KEY RECOMMENDATIONS FOR COPENHAGEN

GROUP 1: PRESENTED BY NEZA
MITIGATION
- Governments should put in place special funds to help indigenous people to take measures against emergency cases e.g. floods, diseases, drought, cattle theft e.t.c. 
- Early warning system to put in place and coping mechanisms
ADAPTATION

- We indigenous people be compensated for the loss of our livelihoods caused by change of climate 

SHARED VISION

Cop should seek the views from indigenous people before any implementation

FINANCIAL RESOURCE

- Funding should be channeled directly to the indigenous people.

- Set aside funds for proper disposal and emergency respond.
TECHNOLOGY

- Cop should recognize indigenous people’s traditional technology.

- Indigenous people should be capacity build on climate change

GROUP 2: PRESENTED BY KORINGO
ADAPTATION

1. Livestock insurance policy

2. Irrigation scheme funding

3. Land reclamation

4. Suport alternative energy e.g. solar, wind, bio fuel 

5. Support alternative livelihood e.g. bee keeping

MITIGATION
1. Afforestation
2. Capacity building
3. Advocacy – represent indigenous people in the high levels

4. Sensitization – the local communities to be informed

5. Using of organic manure instead of using fertilizer
6.  Agro forestry- this will help in conserving environment

7. Government should involve the local communities in policy making

8 Governments should strengthen and support cultural institutions
9. Allocate funds to preserve existing natural forest
SHARED VISION
1. Rights of indigenous people should be recognized and respected
2. Right to keep and maintain cultural institutions
3. Acquiring of prior information consent from the local community before any project implementation

4. Right to protect cultural sites
5. Respect of the natural boundaries for indigenous people

6. Right of indigenous people’s traditional knowledge should be protected.

FINANCIAL RESOURCES  
1. Set aside adaptation funds for indigenous people.

2. Establish a regional indigenous institution to manage funds
3. Set aside mitigation funds

4. Involve the indigenous people on planning of funds
5. Put in place financial mechanism to ensure adequate and direct access to funds by indigenous people.
TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER
1. Capacity building for indigenous people in adaptation and mitigation

2. Documentation and dissemination of traditional knowledge

3. Proper policy to protect indigenous people.

GROUP 3: PRESENTED BY CHARLES

ADAPTATION

1. Parties should recognize and support indigenous people and local community’s strategies and priorities by reflecting them in NAPA’S and NAMA’S.

2. Full involvement and effective participation of indigenous people in decision making process on REDD and REDD + LULUCF, AFULU as well as other ecosystem based mitigation and adaptation measures.
3. Recognize and respect indigenous people and local community and also technology knowledge as a solution to carbon reduction mechanism.
4. Involve indigenous people in sustainable development policies and measures.

MITIGATION 

1.Recognition and inclusion, establishment of indigenous people and local communities’ expert working groups on local adaptation and mitigation measures at all national and sub national levels.
2. Recognition of fundamental role and contribution of indigenous people and local communities’ traditional knowledge innovations and climate change regime.

3. Recognize and respect rights of indigenous people in accordance with international law and standard including UNDRIP and ILO convention 169.
SHARED VISION

1. Empowerment of IP’s in implementation process with emphasis on community of parties to climate change regimes

2.  Develop financial support for IPLCs at national and sub national for effective and efficient implementation of REDD and REDD+

FINANCIAL RESOURCE

1. Setting up as IPLCs fund for climate change which should have a component for funding readiness activities or capacity building activities for IPLCs on REDD and REDD+
2. Full and effective participation of IPLC in financial processes.

TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER

1. Harmonize technological scientific and IPLCs innovation especially in traditional knowledge in climate change solutions
2. Development of impact and vulnerability assessment for climate change should involve and include IPLCs.
3. Capacity building for IPLCs on technology improvement {it should be low carbon technology.

DISCUSSION ON WAY FORWARD 
GROUP 1; 

PRESENTED BY WILSON KIMANU

1. To create awareness to the IPs on climate change issues.

2. Educate by holding trainings on mitigation, adaptation, financial resources, technology and shared vision.

3. Networking with indigenous organizations or people within east Africa and the Governments.

4. Sensitize IPLC’s on how to protect, preserve and promote traditional ecological knowledge

5. Strengthening capacity on indigenous organizations on climate change building.

6. Documents should be translated in a simple and relevant language to the IPLC’s for easy understanding and for fully participation 

7. There should be a follow up meetings or conferences to see that the previous discussed issues on climate change were implemented.

GROUP 2; PRESENTED BY MOHAMED ADHAN

1. Strengthening of existing environmental clubs and form more.

2. Expansion of nursery trees and creation of more where necessary

3. Baseline survey to be conducted on the effect of climate change for IPLC’s.
4. Climate change issues should be included in community radio programmes.

5. Vulnerable groups like women should be protected against the adverse effects of climate changes like diseases, famine and drought.

6. Dissemination of information to the IPLCs 

CLIMATE CHANGE
PERSPECTIVES FROM THE SAMBURU COMMUNITY: BY JOHN NGATIAH LEKUPURU.
INTRODUCTION

There has been growing concern about climate change within our lovely planet. Our planet is believed to be heating at an alarming rate threatening our very survival. This heating incredibly is as a result of increased green house gas emissions {GHG} into the atmosphere. The first major international meeting on climate change held in Geneva in 1979 discussed climate variability and how these changes can affect human activities.
It is after this important resolution meeting and others that deliberated on the same issues, clear indicators towards implementation of activities targeting climate change solutions were thwarted. International organizations, world leaders and other parties opposing the implementations of agenda all came up with the so called fake solutions to climate change. E.g. the carbon market, REDD etc
In Kenya the government asserts that it aims at integrating key emissions of agenda 21 at all levels in planning and decision making. It further stakes the need to drastically reduce poverty by ensuring that the poor access a favorable share in all benefits provided by equitable access to the available resources. 
As Africans green house emissions are comparatively low, due to low levels of industrial developments and economic growth, it would be quite wrong to assure that Africa’s environment is not suffering from effects of climate change.

CLIMATE CHANGE IN SAMBURU DISTRICT

The climatic changes in Samburu district had and still are pronounced for the last decade. These have been as a result of both natural and human factors in which we have no power on the former.

This low lying area within the famous Matthew Ranges had been experiencing long rains. The mean annual rainfall was between 250mm-500mm, the patterns have since changed and the rains now follow a fairly erratic pattern. The temperatures vary with altitude with Uchers post  which is the lowest land experiencing between 25 degrees C  minimum and 34 degrees maximum.
CAUSES OF CLIMATE CHANGES
It is quite evident that the native pastoral people of Samburu district are affected socially and economically as a result of the continuous changes in climatic conditions. The locals entirely depend on livestock rearing as their sole source of livelihood , while these animals directly depend on this degraded and destructed environment hence enhancing changes in climate.

In samburu district climate change experienced over the years which has had a drastic effect on the people’s livelihoods includes:

1. Continued charcoal burning 95% and rate of fuel wood as a major economic activity. {Nakwamon, Daaba etc.}
2. Logging activity e.g. in the recent Kerisia Hills {20 trucks passed through Achas post} economically supports an individual instead of the locals and future generations.
3. Local mitigation of drought, pastoralists cut trees to feed their livestock with foliage hence resulting to desertification and soil erosion.

4. Emission of gases {co} through charcoal burning resulted to temperature increase hence scarcity of rains.

5. Continuous reduction of rains as a result of desertification from tree cutting for charcoal burning and fuel wood provision.
6. Military training activities {Kenya and British} have resulted into and severe devastating effects to human, wildlife and domestic animals. It is quite evident that trees and vegetation have dried out due to the bomb explosions, the soil and water sources being poisoned and destroyed human and animals {livestock and wildlife} have been killed. People were reported to succumb to respiratory infections, cancer {my wife} and even miscarriages. The emissions are therefore believed to contribute highly to the depletion of the ozone layer {03}

7. Overstocking hence overgrazing depletes vegetation to be used by future generation.
EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE
The native samburu community which comprises of the highest population within the decentralized area is the most affected community. This is attributed to their socio- economic way of life which is mainly and entirely pastoral nomadic. 

These cultural and other development practices are believed to contribute to the devastating effects experienced as a result of climate change. 
1. It was experienced that thousands of animals {livestock and wild} died as a result of hunger and thirst.
2. Disruption of inter-communal conflicts over resources e.g. water and pasture { isiolo and samburu district conflict 2009} 

3. Due to drought 2009, changes were experienced in age set governance and management methods e.g. samburus
4. Continuous migration by the locals in search of water and pasture leaves women, children and the elderly quite vulnerable in terms of survival.

5. Migration by the young “morans” in search of job opportunities as “askaris”\ watchmen in towns and cities. 
6. Misuse of small illegal arms by the local morans.” Let me use this gun to feed myself” they say.

7. Cultural erosion and lose of traditional knowledge among generation {see establishment of museums}

8. Lose, extinction and gradual disappearance of trees, plants and vegetation used by the natives as food, medicine and other uses.

9. Barriers established between the locals and wild animals which were previously non-existent in the name of wild life conservation.
10. The current road construction activities resulted in the destruction of ecosystems and land degradation e.g. ltungai and other quarries.

INTERVENTION MEASURES

1. Alternative methods to provision of fuel to households needs to be brought and implemented e.g. solar, energy saving jikos ,wind power energy etc
2. Enacting of  favorable cost conservation policies as from the local level to the national levels

3. Establish and inform the locals on drought mitigation methods e.g. burn bushes that do not affect tree cover.

4. Advocate and push for the establishment of the environment conservation clubs in schools and inclusion of the subject in the curriculum.

5. Initiation of alternative methods to feed the livestock e.g. purchase of hay for the de-stocked animals.

6. Establish tables and forums to negotiate on the effects of military trainings within the grazing areas to come up with stable resolution pertains the effects.
7. Create awareness and sensitize the community on importance of under stocking as pertain to the effects of over stocking.
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